
 NEW ENGLAND CLEAN  
 ENERGY CONNECT  
 PROJECT OVERVIEW 
The New England Clean Energy Connect (NECEC) is a new energy project that will connect 1,200 megawatts of 
renewable energy to the New England electrical grid in Lewiston — every hour of every day.

Bringing this new supply of renewable power onto the grid in our state will lower the price of electricity 
in Maine and New England, and lead to real savings for families and businesses for years to come. The project will 
enhance the reliability, diversity, and security of energy in Maine, supporting the development of other renewable 
sources and helping to safeguard the state during extreme weather and regional power outages.

While benefiting Maine people and businesses, the nearly $1 billion infrastructure project will be paid for entirely 
by Massachusetts ratepayers and Hydro-Québec.

This investment in Maine’s energy infrastructure sets the foundation for Maine’s families, schools, hospitals, stores, 
restaurants, manufacturers, paper mills, and municipalities to use the hydroelectric power from the NECEC for 
years to come. The lower energy prices realized by Maine electric consumers in the first 20 years will continue into 
the next 20 years when Maine will have the opportunity to purchase that power.

LOWER ELECTRICITY COSTS FOR MAINE CONSUMERS

Maine shares its electric grid with the rest of New England, and the cost of electricity that Mainers use changes 
every day. In most cases, that price paid by the generators is determined by the New England ISO. The New 
England ISO is like an electrical auction house where daily supply and demand for electricity sets the price 
everyone pays. When a huge amount of new power joins the grid, like the renewable energy from the NECEC,  
all that new energy will increase supply and lower costs for everyone. 

When the Maine Public Utilities Commission approved the NECEC, they said the “beneficial effects will be realized 
directly by Maine consumers through lower electricity supply prices,” despite the fact that the line is being built to 
help Massachusetts meet its clean energy goals. 

While it’s hard to predict the future cost of electricity, experts agree that Mainers will save more than 
$350 million over the first 15 years through lower electricity costs and other benefits.



DELIVERING RENEWABLE HYDROELECTRICITY 

Hydro-Québec, based in the Canadian province of Québec, has long harnessed the power of water to generate 
hydroelectricity, and they have far more supply than demand. That’s why Canada worked with our state to transmit 
this renewable energy onto the grid in Maine. In exchange, State of Maine negotiated a $256 million benefit package. 
Our state will also see additional benefits including an increase in the state’s GDP by more than a half-billion dollars, 
an estimated $18 million increase in property tax revenues for communities near the powerline, and a $200 million 
investment in Maine’s electrical grid that will make it stronger and more reliable.

Contrary to what many believe, the corridor will not run through Maine to Massachusetts.

To move hydroelectricity from Québec to our region, 53 miles of new corridor is needed from the Canadian 
border to The Forks. There, the line will join with existing power lines to deliver the power to its final destination 
in Lewiston, Maine. 

Potential routes for the NECEC were studied thoroughly. Impacts to lakes, rivers, streams, wetlands, forests, fisheries, 
and wildlife were analyzed carefully. Ultimately, a route minimizing impacts to communities and the environment was 
developed, and that is the route the project will follow.

The NECEC WILL: 
 Construct 53 miles of new transmission line from the Canadian border in northern Franklin County to the existing 

utility corridor in The Forks, all through land that has been commercially harvested for timber for generations.
 Route the remaining 94 miles alongside an existing utility corridor from The Forks to Lewiston.
 Invest $200 million in grid upgrades that will improve reliability and enhance renewable energy development in our state.
 Deliver power to both Maine and Massachusetts through the New England electric grid.

The NECEC WILL NOT:
 Only benefit Massachusetts. 
 Run straight through Maine to Massachusetts — the line connects to the power grid in Lewiston.
 Require the use of eminent domain.
 Utilize herbicides or pesticides to maintain new sections of the corridor.

The proposed transmission line runs next to an existing power line or through land that has been commercially 
harvested for timber for generations.

Two-thirds of the proposed route follows existing power lines created for the state’s hydroelectric industry almost a 
century ago. The remaining 53 miles of new corridor runs through commercial working forest in Maine’s North Woods 
where timber is actively harvested.

The 53 miles of new corridor is just 54 feet wide, and will be cleared using a new vegetation tapering technique to 
minimize visibility of the project. The approximately 964 acres that comprise the NECEC will be maintained with 
vegetation like pitch pine and scrub oak.

Along most of the route, single monopoles will be used, not the massive steel structures used for other transmission 
corridors. The poles will be located approximately 1000 feet apart within the corridor. Monopoles are typically about 
100 feet tall. In certain areas, the monopoles will vary in height in order to minimize visual impacts.
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