
Powell House
Youth Program Conferences

Winter &
Spring 2021

Powell House is the conference and retreat center for New York
Yearly Meeting Quakers. Our mission for all ages and denominations
is to foster spiritual growth, create a nurturing community and
strengthen testimonies of peace, integrity, and equality in the world.



Dear Friends,

Our first six months here at Powell House have been a bit of a rocky road. We’ve run
into many bumps here and there as we try to capture as much as we can of the
Powell House experience and bring it to a virtual setting. But there has been great
beauty along this path too. Like a mountain trail, for every tricky twist and turn,
there have been wonderful moments of true joy and connection. We have seen great
strength and resilience from this community as we have gathered for energetic
cabarets, deep small group discussions, and circles of warm creativity. Through it all
has been a glow of true care and kindness for ourselves and for one another. Our
community may be spread out, but it remains a vibrant source of hope and good
energy.

While we look ahead to Winter and Spring of 2021, we remain uncertain of our path
to reopening for in-person conferences. The plan for now is to hold the conferences
in this brochure virtually. As things progress and we get more information, we are
hopeful that we will be able to shift some to be held here at Powell House. On that
note, Earthsong in particular is a conference that we will do whatever we can to hold
in physical space for our seniors. We have a lot of hope that the distribution of
vaccines over the coming months will bring us closer to being able to invite you all
back for in-person events at Powell House, but we can’t make any promises at this
time. The most important thing for us is that we keep you and your family safe.

So, what can you expect from a Powell House youth conference? Whether in-person
or virtual, we create a safe space where everyone can feel comfortable sharing their
beliefs and feelings. Within that space, we have fun growing into ourselves and
learning from each other. We play games, create art, and get lost in conversation.
Quaker values of simplicity, peace, integrity, community, equality, and stewardship
run deeply throughout each conference as we discover our truth and practice
intentional listening.



In this brochure you will find that we are trying out some new age groups in an
effort to bridge connections across our community. One conference in February
will be open to the entire PoHo Youth community, including young adults. We
are also trying to be adaptable, so make sure you are on our mailing list so you
can receive updates as we adjust to our uncertain future. If you have any
questions or concerns, or if you are in need of support, please reach out to us at
sarahandmartin@powellhouse.org

Here at Powell House, the birds are singing, the ponds are beginning to ice over,
and the Winter Solstice approaches, marking the arrival of more and more light
as we bound into Spring. We hope to see you all soon.

Peace and Blessings,

Sarah and Marty

Sarah and Martin Glazer

To register for upcoming conferences, either use the form included at the end of
this brochure, or go online to poho.org to find a full list of Powell House events
and conferences with links for registration.2



Upcoming (Virtual) Conferences

January 29-31 Bundling Up and Hunkering Down . . . . . . . . . . 9th-12th Grade &
Young Adults

Slowly but surely, the days have been getting longer as we travel through
Winter and into Spring. Life has been tough lately, but throughout this global
pandemic we have found ways to heal and persevere. During this conference we
will come together to share and listen to the ways in which we have regenerated
our strength. There will be space for talking about what’s been hard and how we
have grown to meet the challenges of this time. We will also be sure to practice
joy through goofy games, creative activities, and hopefully some lively Cabaret
performances.

February 12-14 Tales, Fables, and Yarns . . . . . . 3rd-12th Grade & Young Adults

A story can brighten up a room of people, connect us to a sense of greater
meaning, and make art out of our chaotic lives. Stories can reach us wherever we
are and they can take on new meaning whenever they are told (and there are so
many ways to tell a story!) This virtual conference will bring together all ages
within the Youth Program from 3rd grade to Young Adult. Everyone is invited to
participate whether you love telling your favorite stories, or you like to get cozy
listening to interesting and fun tales.

March 5-7 Building, Changing, Inventing . . . . . . . . . . . 3rd-6th Grade

A sock with a hole in it might not keep your feet very warm, but it makes a
great puppet. What new life can you imagine for an empty egg carton? Or a leaky
water bottle? And now that you have a new sock puppet friend, what stories can
you make up about their life? At this conference we’ll get creative and explore
new ways of thinking about old things. Come join us as we dive deep into the
ocean or rocket into outer space and see what we discover.
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March 20-23 FCNL Virtual Spring Lobby Weekend . . . . . . . . . . . 9th-12th Grade

Once again we will be joining Friends National Committee on Legislation
for their intensive four-day lobbying workshop. This event will be virtual and
held on Zoom, so you can attend from wherever you are located. Come and make
your voice heard to our congress people on the issue of police violence. Let us
know as soon as possible if you plan to join us for this exciting event! For updates
and more information visit FCNL.org/events/spring-lobby-weekend-2021

March 26-28 Rest, Renew, Refresh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6th-8th Grade

Some people relax by taking a hot bubble bath, and other people feel
relaxed when they climb a tall mountain. What makes you feel relaxed? How do
you like to unwind when you’ve been feeling stressed? At this conference we’ll
explore different ways to relax and unwind through creative art projects,
soothing guided meditations, fun and silly games, and more.
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May 14-16 Many Hands Make Light Work . . . . . . . . . 11th Grade - Young Adults

Taking care of ourselves can feel hard, especially in a pandemic. We all have
skills to share and knowledge to learn from one another. Maybe you have a favorite
easy-to-make meal in your back pocket for when you’re
low on energy. Maybe you’ve had to invent just the
right tool for a job, because you couldn’t find
what you needed around the house. Maybe
there’s a game you play to make your least
favorite chores a little more fun. Our hope
for this weekend is that everyone can walk
away feeling a little more self-sufficient in
their daily lives. Expect interesting skill-
share workshops, creative small group
discussions, and of course fun games with
good friends.



May 28-30 Earthsong 2021 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7th-12th Grade

Join us for a weekend of fun and celebration! This is the time of year to
celebrate our seniors as they get ready to go out and do good in the world. We
will also celebrate our whole community and the love we’ve shared throughout
the year. There will be workshops, games, crafts, a fancy dress-up dinner, and a
boisterous cabaret. Please note that the date of this conference will likely be
pushed back into June or July if it allows us to gather in person.

June 11-13 Just Make It Up! . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9th-12th Grade

Here at Powell House, we are working on creating a completely non-
violent role playing game. During character creation, instead of asking questions
like, “What weapons does your minotaur character carry?” our game asks, “Now
that you are a minotaur, what kind of jelly would you want on your PB&J?” Our
sessions will focus on tasks like cooperatively growing the most stellar magical
beans, or helping woodland critters by teaching them the three nurture questions.
Join us for a weekend of playing and discussing the world of fun and interesting
tabletop role playing games. We will come up with interesting characters in small
groups and try on different roles and disguises during what is sure to be a fun-
filled weekend.
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Check out our website for
information on our Adult
and Intergenerational

Virtual Workshop Series!



Youth Virtual Conference Information

Timing: All Zoom conferences will begin with a check-in where we'll play some games
and talk through our expectations for the weekend at 7:00 p.m. on Friday evening. On
Saturday we will have a number of meeting times where we will have sessions, small
group discussions, and play games together. These meetings will be interspersed with
off-screen breaks to allow for self care. Conferences will end after we gather at 10:00
a.m. on Sunday morning for a closing session and some quiet worship time together.

Rates: All Virtual Youth Conferences is Pay as Led. Please pay whatever amount you
are comfortable with and do not let the cost keep you from joining us.

Scholarships & Financial Aid: Scholarship money is available from the Mark Seiler
Memorial Fund and other generous donors for those who need it. Pay what you can.
Indicate if you would like to request Financial Aid for a conference on your registration
form. Don’t forget that your local Meeting may also be a source of assistance.

Registration: Register as early as possible! This helps us get an idea of how many folks
to expect so we know what to plan. You can either register on our website, or fill out
the registration form in this brochure and send it to: The Powell House Youth Program,
524 Pitt Hall Road, Old Chatham, NY, 12136.

Contributions: During this time of the pandemic Powell House has been hurting
financially as we haven't been able to hold our regular conferences. Any additional
contributions you are led to make would be a huge help in this tough time. You can
make a donation on our website or send it by mail to: The Powell House Youth
Program, 524 Pitt Hall Road, Old Chatham, NY, 12136. All contributions are
tax-deductible.
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Epistles from Past Virtual Conferences

Manifesting Justice 9th - 12th

Apanel of people who worked in social
justice and represented a broad range of
justice work joined us for the Saturday
afternoon session. The session made us
think about the concept of non-violence,
which is complicated and requires a lot of
thought and discussion.

Lunar Laughter 6th - 8th

Though we missed seeing each
other in person, the weekend
turned out to be loads of fun.

Earth, Air, Fire, Water, and... Other? 9th - 12th

We spent a lot of time playing silly games, some of
which made us think of traditional games in a fun new
way. Reverse Pictionary was one of those games, which
filled our computer screens with a million ducks.

Surviving and Thriving 11th - 12th & YA

Poho meetings are still amazingly fulfilling through Zoom. The energy is
easily translated from in person to zoom meetings. We do really miss
being able to cuddle and participate in couch piles, but it’s still
worthwhile to sign up.

We broke out into small groups for a fun check-in where we thought
about what we’d bring to space--people’s answers varied from a cast iron
frying pan to glitter to stuffed animals.
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Upcoming Conference Schedule

January 29-31

February 12-14

March 5-7

March 20-23

March 26-28

May 14-16

May 28-30

June 11-13

Bundling Up and Hunkering Down, 9th-12th Grade & YA

Tales, Fables, and Yarns, 3rd-12th Grade & YA

Building, Changing, Inventing, 3rd-6th Grade

FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend, 9th-12th Grade

Rest, Renew, Refresh, 6th-8th Grade

Many Hands Make Light Work, 11th-12th Grade & YA

Earthsong 2021, 7th-12th Grade

Just Make It Up!, 9th-12th Grade
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Youth Program
Newsletter!

Our email newsletter includes the
above events and more! If you haven't
received the newsletter and you
would like to, send us an email and
we'll put you on the mailing list!

Our email: sarahandmartin@powellhouse.org
Thank you so much to our
incredible AP's who help keep Powell
House going strong: Cai Quirk,
Samy DeBellis, and Monya Relles



How to Register for (Virtual) Youth Conferences

• Register online at powellhouse.org or fill out and mail in the registration form in
this brochure. We do not accept registrations over the phone, by e-mail or by fax.

• Registration for all Virtual Youth Conferences is Pay as Led, so please feel free to
pay any amount you are comfortable with for each conference. Financial Aid is
available for those who request it.

• If you want to come to a conference, but you know you won't be able to make it
to every session that is okay! You are welcome to register even if you can't come
to the whole weekend. Please just let us know ahead of time which sessions you
won't be at so we will know not to wait for you to get started.

• If possible, please register at least 1 week before the conference. This helps in
planning activities and lining up the support people needed.

• Call or email us to cancel as soon as you know you can’t come. It helps us out
with logistics and preparation.
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Youth Registration Form: Winter and Spring 2021

Mail to: The Powell House Youth Program, 524 Pitt Hall Rd. Old Chatham, NY, 12136

Register me for the indicated conferences:

Number of conferences I'm registering for ________. Total amount enclosed $__________
Virtual Youth Conferences are Pay as Led. Please feel free to pay as much or as little as you are
comfortable with for each conference.

Name______________________________ Quaker Meeting (if applicable)______________________

Address __________________________ City______________ State______ Zip__________

Phone _______________ Birth Date _____________ Grade_______ Gender _________

Youth E-Mail ________________________________ Parent Email ___________________________

New Mailing Address ____ New Phone___

Parent Signature ___________________________Printed Name_______________________

Send a Youth Brochure to: __________________________________ Grade______________

Address/Zip___________________________________________________________________
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9th-12th Grade & YA, January 29-31

3rd-12th Grade &YA, February 12-14

3rd-6th Grade,March 5-7

9th-12th Grade, March 20-23

6th-8th Grade, March 26-28

11th-12th Grade & YA, May 14-16

7th-12th Grade,May 28-30

9th-12th Grade, June 11-13

Bundling Up and Hunkering Down

Tales, Fables, and Yarns

Building, Changing, Inventing

FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend

Rest, Renew, Refresh

Many Hands Make Light Work

Earthsong 2021

Just Make It Up!
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A very special thanks to the individuals, monthly and regional meetings, Barrington
Dunbar Fund, and the Mark Seiler Fund who've provided money for scholarships. You've
given the gift of PoHo to many grateful young attenders.


