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There are two events that are occurring this weekend that we should note. It
is Father’s Day. We recognize all men whose mentoring, care, grace and love
have brought positive change to the lives of others. Not all are Dads,
Grandpa’s or Uncles. Some are teachers, coaches, neighbors, mentors, who
have made a difference. These men are urgently needed in our society today
and it is only right to thank God for them and to ask God to bless their
fathering.

Saturday was Juneteenth. Many of us have only recently learned about this.
On Friday, President Biden signed into law a bill unanimously passed by the
Senate and overwhelmingly passed by the House that makes it a federal
holiday, the first new federal holiday in over 40 years. On June 19, 1865,
federal troops freed enslaved African Americans in Galveston Bay, Texas.
Even though President Lincoln had signed the Emancipation Proclamation on
January 1, 1863, freeing all slaves in states in rebellion against the United
States, it took until June 19, 1865 before the most western state in the
rebellion, Texas, saw two thousand federal troops arrive and declare people
free. In December of 1865, the thirteenth amendment to the Constitution was
ratified ending slavery throughout the entire United States.

To be sure, if you are the descendant of slaves this is important. However, this
is important for all Americans, since as Americans, we need to own our
history, the good and the bad. Slavery is perhaps the nation’s original sin, and
the time when this came to an end is worth all Americans celebrating. It is
also obvious that much needs to still be done involving racism and prejudice.
Just our knowledge of slavery and the tragic history of racism needs to
increase. This work needs to continue if we are to live out our highest goals
and values as Americans.

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus calms a violent and threatening storm on the
Sea of Galilee. The calming of that storm was an event that happened one
night long ago when fearful disciples witnessed Jesus rebuking the wind and
bringing peace to a troubled lake. Maybe, just maybe, it was also the
message that Jesus is willing to enter the storms of our life, and when he is
with us in the midst of the storm, his presence can bring calm and peace.

On the Sea of Galilee, storms could often come unexpectedly and suddenly.
Among Jesus’ 12 disciples were professional fishermen. The fact that they
were frightened and thought drowning was a real possibility indicates how



severe the situation was that night. Amazingly, Jesus is asleep in the boat.
The disciples wake him up and say to him, “Teacher, do you not care that
we are perishing?” It’s as if they are waking Jesus to say that they’re all
about to die and they don’t want Jesus to miss this event. It could also be that
they want Jesus to do something, like anything that might help.

Once a leper, a man with a horrible and incurable disease that was
contagious and therefore separated the afflicted person from the community,
said to Jesus, “if you will, you can make me clean”. Next week in the Gospel
lesson, a desperate father comes to Jesus, falling on his knees before him,
with the plea, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and lay
your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” (Mark 5: 23)
Remember the number of times that folks brought physically and emotionally
ill friends, family, and neighbors, to Jesus so that he might heal them. There
was even the time when some took apart the roof of the house where Jesus
was and lowered a person on a stretcher down in front of Jesus, hopeful he
could help the person. And the questions were the same, “Do you care
Jesus?” “Can you help?”

On Good Friday, Jesus is crucified with two other people. The two are
criminals and have been condemned to die. One asks Jesus to remember him
when Jesus comes into his kingdom. Jesus does not save the man from dying
that day, but rather saves him for eternity. Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to
you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) That is actually
why Jesus is dying next to him. He is bearing the condemnation of the world.
He is carrying the sins of the world. He is absorbing all the hate, the racism,
the violence. He so loves the world that he gives up his life in order to give
life, even after death, to others.

Jesus is willing to be with us in the storms of life that come our way.
Sometimes those storms come suddenly and unexpectedly. Sometimes the
ferocity seems too much to cope with. Jesus is willing to enter the storm with
us.

Whenever people came to Jesus, he did not send them away. There was
even the time when some wanted Jesus to bless their children. The disciples
were discouraging. Jesus they thought, had more important things to attend
to. Jesus corrects his disciples and takes the children in his arms and blesses
them. He delights being with them and tells his disciples, this is what the
kingdom (the reign) of God is like.

You never have to face anything that life brings to you, all by yourself. There
is someone willing to be with you. He is willing to listen to you. He finds ways
of placing his arms around you. He doesn’t come to judge anyone but to



understand. He’s so good at putting people at ease in his presence.
Sometimes he simply will cry with folks. (John 11:35)

Today’s Gospel lesson says that Jesus is good at getting some much needed
sleep, even in the midst of a storm. Sometimes he can help us with that as
well. Ever fall asleep praying? Ever have a troubled night but a thought came
to you that you were in the arms of God? You and I know how important sleep
and rest can be. God knows that too and sometimes I think invites us to come
with all our burdens and let him give us some rest (not just sleep, but rest.)
(Matthew 11:28)

That storm on the Sea of Galilee was an event that happened one night and
then it was over. The storms of life seem at times to just keep coming. Jesus
is willing to be with us in the storm. Just knowing that brings strength and
comfort. Amen.


