
Art360 Foundation is seeking an Archivist in the Midlands to work on the Feeney Archive Project 

with Artist, Vanley Burke 

 

Closes      Tuesday 6 April 2021 

Location     Birmingham 

Type      Contract, flexible / part-time 

Salary      Day rate as specified by the archivist 

Project timeframe To begin in May 2021 (dependent on Covid-19 

rules). Work will be carried out flexibly over 2021 

following initial conversations with the Artist. 

Artform Photography, paper-based material, digital media 

Contact Ellie Porter contact@art360foundation.org.uk 

 

About Vanley Burke 

Vanley Burke is frequently defined as the Godfather of Black British photography. His practice 

represents one of the largest photographic records of the Caribbean Diaspora in Britain 

documenting an important era of migration and settlement in Birmingham from the late 1960s 

onwards.  

Acclaimed Art Historian, Eddie Chambers, in his text ‘An Inglan Story, An Inglan History’ for the 

catalogue accompanying Vanley Burke’s retrospective, ‘By the Rivers of Birminam’, at the Midlands 

Arts Centre in 2012, describes the Artist as, 

‘…responsible for producing many highly engaging photographs of Birmingham’s Caribbean 

communities through the course of the later decades of the 20th century. These photographs – 

depicting Black people at work, at play, at church, on the streets, and in their homes – have become 

key documents chronicling the lives of Black people in the country’s second largest city…’ 

After moving from Jamaica to Handsworth in the late 1960s, Burke began his photographic career 

with the intention of constructing Black history from his own perspective by empowering individuals 

through photography. In his own words, he decided that ‘history has a starting point and that this 

moment, right then, would be the starting point of our community’s history from my perspective.’ 

(see, Vanley Burke’s Handsworth from Inside Series, 1968-1982 and the Courtauld Institute of Art’s 

Unquiet Moments project, 2020-2021). Through photography Vanley Burke has created an 

invaluable artistic record of the communities that surround him, which document historic moments 

and celebrate individuals who are present within these frames and changing contexts. 

To find out about Vanley Burke’s work visit: http://www.vanley.co.uk/  

mailto:contact@art360foundation.org.uk
http://www.eddiechambers.com/archive/vanley-burke-inglan-story-inglan-history/
https://unquietmoments.courtauld.ac.uk/burke
http://www.vanley.co.uk/


About the Feeney Archive Project 

In 2020 Art360 was thrilled to receive support from the Birmingham-based John Feeney Charitable 

Trust to support Vanley Burke in the organisation of the Artist’s extensive and extraordinary archive 

of photographic prints, negatives, research material, correspondence and ephemera.  

This exciting project will take place in Birmingham in the context of the private space of the Artist. 

The overall project will involve several independent specialists, who will carry out work at different 

intervals over an 8 to 12-month period, and will involve some of the following activities: an archive 

appraisal, inventory-building, digitisation of materials, a Curatorial Residency (appointed through 

open call) and the production of a documentary film exploring Vanley Burke’s legacy.  

As with all Art360 Programmes, project activities will be delivered by freelance specialists who will 

work flexibly with Vanley Burke on different parts of the project over an allocated timeframe. The 

structure and pace of the project is likely to evolve once work on the archive has begun. 

Vanley Burke’s practice centres on the view that people should have access to their own histories 

and the documents that illustrate them. We are excited to work with independent archivists and 

specialists to deliver this important project, which aims to surface the materials, contexts and 

histories present in the artist’s archive and to preserve Burke’s work and legacy as an invaluable part 

of the UK’s cultural heritage. It is important to emphasise that the project is about preserving both 

artworks and archival materials produced and collated by the Artist throughout his career. 

 

It is our aim to support Vanley Burke in shaping his legacy as he defines it, and to transform the 

archive into an inspirational resource for present and future generations. 

About the role 

The appointed Archivist will lead on the first stage of the Feeney Archive Project with Vanley Burke, 

which we anticipate taking place in the physical space of the archive in May 2021 (although this start 

date is dependent on safety regulations and work permitted within Covid-19 regulations). 

The content and timescale of the work required will be decided through initial conversations 

between the appointed Archivist and Vanley Burke in advance of physical archival work. Art360 has 

recommended that an archive appraisal is an essential first step to the project. The Archivist will 

specify their day rate for the work required following the setting out of initial plans.  

Whilst the Archivist will lead on the delivery of the required work, wherever helpful, Art360 will offer 

support with the planning of archival work, as well as guidance and mentorship throughout the 

duration of the project.   

 

https://www.feeneytrust.org.uk/
https://www.feeneytrust.org.uk/


About Art360 Foundation 

Art360 Foundation is an independent charity established in 2015 to support artists and estates with 

the creation of archives and legacy strategies. Our core activity, the Art360 Programme, offers 

bursary recipients tailored consultation and practical support including: inventory-building, 

cataloguing, digitisation, conservation, curatorial support, website development, legal consultancy 

and more. We have supported 45 artists and estates through our bursary Programmes in England 

and Scotland, and deliver free consultancy for further artists and estates outside of our Programme. 

In 2018 we released the Art360 app, the first free mobile guide to archiving. 

Our Programme empowers artists to shape their legacies within their lifetime, and provides estates 

with the essential tools to preserve the life’s work under their care. Our innovative methodology and 

framework for archiving gives artists agency in the process, transforming the ways in which cultural 

heritage will be shared and accessed in the future. It is our objective to protect and make visible 

significant archives and their contexts for present and future audiences.   

As our Programme grows, we aim to extend our support for freelancers at all stages of their careers 

and from a diversity of cultural and socio-economic backgrounds by offering inspiring, paid 

opportunities to connect with artists, deliver projects and participate in workshops and events. It is 

our priority to support artists and estates, and the emerging and mid-career workforce through our 

Programme.  

The Feeney Archive Project with Vanley Burke is supported by the John Feeney Charitable Trust and 

individual donors. 

Art360 Foundation’s England and Scotland bursary programmes are supported by Arts Council 

England, Art Fund, Creative Scotland, the Henry Moore Foundation, the Cockayne – Grants for the 

Arts, the Hollick Family Charitable Trust, the P F Charitable Trust, the Turtleton Chartiable Trust and 

individual donors. 

We are currently applying for funding to expand and continue our bursary Programme. 

Eligibility 

We are seeking an Archivist based in the Midlands region or within commutable distance of 

Birmingham where the project will take place. 

Essential: 

• Engagement with the work of Vanley Burke and the impact of the Artist’s legacy in 
Birmingham, the UK and internationally 

• Demonstrable work experience in the field of contemporary art 

• Strong knowledge of the history and contributions of Black British Artists to the UK’s cultural 
heritage and related contemporary discourse  

• Ability to work flexibly and adapt to the aims and priorities of the Artist  

• Experience of handling photographic materials (i.e. prints, negatives) and digital files in a 
studio and/or museum or library environment 

• Knowledge of conservation standards and best practice in archiving photography, paper-
based media and digital media (including obsolete media) 

• Discretion and sensitivity in the handling and sharing of the Artist’s materials  
 

 

https://www.art360foundation.org.uk/


Desirable: 

• Experience of creating archival structures for ephemeral materials (i.e. letters, books, 
posters, notes etc.) 

• Previous experience of working one-to-one with Artists in home or private studio 
environments 

• Experience of managing creative projects 

• Relevant qualifications in Archiving and Records Management, Fine Art, Art History or 
Curating 

  

How to apply 

Please send a CV and covering letter of no more than 500 words outlining your relevant experience 

and interest in working on the Feeney Archive Project with Vanley Burke to 

contact@art360foundation.org.uk.  

Application deadline: Tuesday 6 April (midnight). All applicants will be notified whether they have 

been invited to interview within 2 weeks of the deadline. 

 

mailto:ellie.porter@art360foundation.org.uk

