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DISCLAIMER  
 

 This document provides answers to questions that were raised by participants of the 
webinar “The Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities Mission” on 1 October 2021. It is a 
living document that will be updated with more questions and answers over time. 

 The recording of the webinar and the PowerPoint presentations are available at: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities-mission-webinar-
2021-oct-01_en 

 This is an internal working document of the European Commission. It is made public 
for information only and does not bind the European Commission. The European 
Commission is not liable for any consequence stemming from the reuse of this 
document. 

 

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS  

THE ROLE OF NATIONAL AUTHORITIES 

Group Q&A 

General 1. How are national authorities expected to take part in the 
initiative? What will be the role of the state level? Will they participate with 
funds and enable access to other funding? 

National authorities have an essential role in the Cities Mission: they will need 
to be involved in the co-creation and implementation of the Climate City 
Contracts (CCCs) and the development of related investment plans, in close 
collaboration with the Mission Platform. A network of national contacts is going 
to be established and will be supported to prepare for the transition of cities to 

climate neutrality in their respective countries. Particular tasks of the network 
will be to involve national funding programmes and to make sure that the 
national regulatory framework enables cities to take the necessary steps to 
become climate-neutral.  The Mission also foresees the creation of a Mission 
label (assigned at the signature of the CCC) that would recognize the quality 
and feasibility of the commitments taken by the city and unlock additional 
financial opportunities at the European and national levels. 

2. Will the national level be involved in choosing the first 
cities? 

While Member States will be closely involved in the implementation of the 
Cities Mission, the decision on the selection of the cities that will be part of the 
Mission will be made by the European Commission, based on an assessment of 
cities’ expressions of interest by independent external experts. 

Citizens 
engagement 

3. Should cities involve stakeholders and citizens already 
at the stage of Expression of Interest? 

At the Expression of Interest stage, cities will be asked to indicate how they 
are already engaging citizens and stakeholders and what their future plans are 
in this respect. As the deadline for submitting an Expression of Interest will be 
relatively short, there may not be enough time to consult stakeholders and 
citizens at this stage. However, if a city is ready and able to do this, it would 
be welcome to do so. 

ENGAGEMENT OF DIFFERENT ACTORS 
 

Collaboration 4. How will be the EIT KIC Urban Mobility be involved or at least 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities-mission-webinar-2021-oct-01_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/events/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities-mission-webinar-2021-oct-01_en


  
European Mission “100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities” 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Version 1.0 – 29 October 2021 

 
 
 
 

 

29-10-2021 
 

 Page 3 of 21 

with other 
bodies and 
programmes 

taken into account into the Mission-Concept? 
The EIT KIC Urban Mobility is a partner in the NetZeroCities consortium and 
will participate in the initial set-up of the Mission Platform. In general, 
synergies and collaboration with relevant EIT Knowledge and Innovation 
Communities are welcomed and encouraged in the context of the projects 
supported through the Horizon Europe Missions Work Programme. 

5. Are cities expected to participate by themselves, or is the 
support of local industry, research centers, and academia in consortia 
foreseen? 

The Call for Expression of Interest is addressed to cities and a consortium is 
not required for this purpose. However, we very much hope and expect cities 

to draw upon support from all sorts of external actors in the following phases, 
especially during the preparation and the subsequent implementation of the 
Climate City Contracts or if participating in calls under the Horizon Europe 
Missions Work Programme. 

6. How is the Mission disseminated through national agencies, 
ministries, etc.? As a university representative wanting to engage our own 
city, we may need some additional traction. 

Member States representatives from Research Ministries and National Agencies 
are part of the Horizon Europe Strategic Programme Committee that is 
consulted during the preparation and implementation of the Mission's Research 
and Innovation Work Programme and calls. In addition, knowledge and know-
how will also be spread through dedicated national networks supporting 
Missions. This will include support to a network of national contacts, a 
cooperation and coordination network between EU-level actors and 
complementary national, regional, and local actors to set the basis for a solid 

governance of the Mission at the national and regional level. 

7. How do you see the contribution of Living Labs and 
Incubators? 

The notion of “living labs” relates to inclusive platforms enabling a range of 
stakeholders (e.g., urban actors, authorities, companies, research institutions, 
societal actors, and citizens) to engage in inclusive, collaborative processes. 
They have been shown to help to identify needs and challenges from diverse 
stakeholders and citizens’ perspectives and at different levels (e.g., 
neighbourhood, district, city, regional, etc.), co-design and co-create the 
solutions/approaches, implement, experiment, and test them in real-life 
settings and evaluate and assess their impact. 

These innovations can help the cities to develop better climate neutrality 
solutions drawing on digitalization for instance. The Horizon Europe Mission 
Work programme will provide opportunities to support this type of initiatives. 

R&I entities 8. As an R&I entity, how can we be engaged in this mission: by 
contacting cities and offering services? 

R&I entities can participate in project proposals and consortia under the 
Horizon Europe Missions Work programme calls, together with cities, following 
the normal Rules for Participation in Horizon Europe calls. They are also 
encouraged to make contact with cities and develop ideas for cooperation. 

NGOs 9. What role, if any, can NGOs active in cities play in encouraging 
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cities to join? 
NGOs can play an important role both in the preparation and in the 
implementation of the Cities Mission. We invite NGOs to contact city officials to 
raise their awareness of the Mission and of the upcoming Call for Expression of 
Interest. NGOs can make suggestions for the content of cities’ possible 
applications and offer to help mobilise support. NGOs are also well placed to 
draw cities’ attention to the plans and ideas of other comparable cities. In 
implementing the Mission, NGOs should be involved in co-creating Climate City 
Contracts and citizen engagement activities. Networking with other cities 
(twinning, exchange of good practice, participation in joint research and 
innovation projects) will also be crucial in the implementation phase. 

CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
 
Numerical 
limitations of 
participants 

10. Is there a limit to 100 cities, or if, let´s say, 200 cities are 
committed to reaching climate neutrality 2030, I suppose all can sign a 
contract (MoU)? 

The Mission aims to substantially contribute to the emissions reduction targets 
set by the European Green Deal Strategy. Therefore there is no set limit as 
such for the number of cities entering the process. We have estimated that we 
will have the capacity and resources to help around 100 cities. But the Mission 
will try to support as many cities as possible within the limits of the available 
resources, bearing in mind geographical balance of participating cities and 
inclusiveness in the sense of also involving cities who are not yet far advanced 
on their journey to climate neutrality. 

Population 
thresholds 

11. The lower threshold of 10 000 inhabitants for countries with 
five or fewer cities over 100 000 population: Which baseline population 
figures will be considered? What is the reference year? 

The most recent available validated population figures should be used from 
Eurostat or national statistics. National statistics can be used as a reference as 
long as they can be referenced to an official source and the population is 
currently above the threshold. Population figures that will be required at the 
stage of Expression of Interest are: 

1. the number of inhabitants; 
2. the year of population data; 
3. the source of population data.  

 

Target 
audience 

12. So are you opening a competition for cities/administrations? 
Who would be the actors? Large networks of cities, research, citizens....? 

The target audience for the Call for Expression of Interest to join the Mission 
are the cities. We envisage (mostly) cities applying on their own. In particular, 
there is no need to form consortia or to join a network of cities. However, the 
projects to be funded under the Horizon Europe Mission Work Programme can 

and will involve different types of actors, following the standard rules for 
participation of Horizon Europe. 

Agglomeration 

 

13. Can agglomeration apply? Joint cities to reach 50 000 citizens? 
Groupings of cities of smaller size in order to pass the population threshold are 
generally not encouraged. To be nevertheless considered for participation, 
they would have to: 1) be geographically contiguous; 2) demonstrate that they 
can act in a coordinated manner, with a single coordinating entity having 
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authority to make decisions and commitments for the whole grouping. 

14. Concerning the eligibility of candidate cities, the 
European Commission encourage applications from cities with at 
least 100 000 inhabitants. Will the French "agglomerations" be 
eligible?  

“Agglomerations” may apply if the corresponding authorit(y)(ies) have a clear 
mandate over the whole territory of the agglomeration to adopt and 
implement the strategy leading to climate neutrality. 

Consortium 15. EU programs/project usually requires a consortium from 
several countries. Will that kind of consortium be needed for the 
mission as well? 

To express interest in joining the Cities Mission, there is no requirement to set 
up a consortium. However, to participate in the calls that will be published 
through the Horizon Europe Missions' Work Programme, the usual rules of 
participation and consortium requirements will apply. 

Adapting to the 
existing plan 

 

16. We are already working on our investment plan as a part 
of the EUCF-project (https://www.eucityfacility.eu/). Will it be 
possible to build upon that existing plan to upscale our 
implementation activities with EU funding rapidly? 

Yes, existing plans can constitute a solid starting point and be embedded 
where relevant in the process leading to the Climate City Contract. 

17. If a city has already a target to become climate neutral 
by 2040, can it apply to become part of the city mission with this 
target? 

Cities will reach climate neutrality at different times. The Mission is going to 
work with cities that of commit to be climate-neutral by 2030. If this is not 

possible for your city, one possibility for you to consider would be to propose, 
where duly justified, to exclude a part (or parts) of the city from the 2030 
deadline, but committing to a strategy of climate neutrality for this part at a 
later date which could be – as in this case – 2040, or earlier, but in any case 
no later than 2050. 

Application 
process 

 

18. What will be the application process? Similar to Horizon 
Europe, with top-down RIA/IA actions? Who defines these actions? 

The Call for Expression of Interest is a separate exercise from Horizon Europe 
calls. The Call for Expression of Interest will be directed at cities, and its 
purpose is to identify the (around) 100 cities that will be part of the Mission. 
The Commission will choose the participating cities based on an assessment of 
the expressions of interest by independent external experts. 

19. Tell us more about the expression of interest - format - 
which types of questions and how much added materials? Should 
cities already have an investment plan and plan for the co-creation? 

How do we prove our preparedness? 
The questionnaire of the call for expression of interest will be built to allow the 
assessment of mainly four areas: 

1. The city's level of ambition; 
2. The city's level of preparedness; 
3. City's existing and planned commitments towards climate neutrality; 
4. City's commitment to involving citizens and stakeholders.  

If cities have already developed climate plans, investment plans and other 
relevant material it will be possible and important to signal this through the 
questionnaire. However, the presence of existing plans is not a pre-condition 
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for participation and the lack of these plans should not discourage cities from 
applying. 
More information on the types of questions will be covered in the Info-kit for 
cities, to be published by the end of October. 
 

20. Who will be the experts assessing the calls? 
The evaluation of the expressions of interest will be managed by CINEA, the 
executive agency implementing the Mission Portfolio with the support of 
external independent experts and in collaboration with the European 
Commission. 

21. In order to participate do the cities need already a short 
concept how they will reach the objectives? 

As a part of cities' Expressions of Interest, they will need to provide a brief 
overview of how they plan to reach their high level of ambition, what is their 
starting point, their level of preparedness, and how they will involve local 
stakeholders and citizens. 

22. Could you please clarify that all cities would be available 
to apply for proposals published in the updated Mission WP in 
December? Not only those to be selected under EoI? 

Participation in the Call for Expression of Interest is a pre-condition for being 
part of the Cities Mission. This is a separate call from the rest of the Horizon 
Europe Missions Work Programme. Participating in it is not an eligibility 
condition to join other calls under the Horizon Europe Missions Work 
Programme. 

23. Which will be the typical eligible costs? 
Under the Horizon Europe Missions Work Programme the standard Rules for 

Participation and categories of eligible costs will apply. 

Applicants 
outside the EU 

 

24. Are there any restrictions/additional considerations for 
non EU cities? 

All actions funded under the Mission Work Programme of Horizon Europe can 
provide support both to entities established in EU Member States and countries 
associated to the Horizon Europe programme. The association negotiations in a 
number of cases are ongoing. 

Frequency of 
calls 

 

25. Will there be a 2nd call for the Expression of Interest 
(EoI) (for a 2nd wave)? 

At the moment, we are planning only one call for EoI. Should there be a need 
(e.g., to improve geographical balance) and if the resources are available, we 
do not exclude the possibility of follow-up calls in the future, possibly the near 
future. A second wave (i.e., to go beyond 100 cities) is a possibility for the 
future.   

Definition of 
city 

 

26. Many European cities have subdivisions into 
neighborhoods with political representation, but no legal personality 
distinct from municipality. In this case, have we to consider the 
Municipality as a whole or we can consider City Halls? 

In the context of the Cities Mission, the term city is used to refer to a 
geographical subnational jurisdiction (“local administrative unit”) such as a 
town or a city that is governed by a local government as the legal entity of 
public administration, understanding that the institutions of local governments 
may vary from country to country and terminology used in national contexts 
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may differ. 

27. The recommended number of inhabitants is 100 000 for 
the city or the municipality? 

The population threshold for participation is set at 50 000. However, we are 
indeed encouraging the participation of larger cities of more than 100 000. The 
recommended number of inhabitants applies to the city (as defined by 
Eurostat) or the Local Administrative Unit (LAU). However, should a district 
(being a LAU with legal personality) want to apply, the recommendation would 
apply to the district as well. 

28. Can a region respond to the expression of interest that 
the Commission will launch? 

The call for Expression of Interest is addressed to cities. Regions will have a 
key role to play in the preparation of the Climate City Contract with the local 
administrations, the national level, and all the relevant stakeholders that will 
be engaged in this process. In addition, some cities are “regions”, e.g., 
Hamburg or broader metropolitan authorities such as Ile de France. Such 
entities may express their interest and be part of the Mission.   

Communication 
to cities 

29. How will the cities be alerted about the initiative? 
The Call for Expression of interest will be published on the Mission's webpage, 
and extensive dissemination efforts will be undertaken via different channels 
(e.g., events, mailing lists, via city networks, through the Mission Platform and 
its wide network of contacts, via Member States (through Horizon Europe 
Programme Committees, Permanent Representations, National Contact Points, 
etc.)). We are also publishing an Info-kit around the end of October.   

Twinning cities 30. How will the twinning cities be involved? Do they apply 
separately?  

This will be managed by the NetZeroCities consortium who will handle the 
responsibilities of the Mission Platform. The twinning aspect of the Mission will, 
like other aspects, follow cities’ needs. Participating cities can be twinned with 
other participating cities where this is helpful. Or participating cities can be 
twinned with cities of a “second wave” of cities that aim for climate neutrality 
later but that want to be actively involved in the process of learning from 
forerunner cities. We would like to hear from cities with a later timeline, but at 
this stage there is no need to apply separately for twinning. 

Representation 
of MS 

 

31. Do you expect a minimum number of participating cities 
from each Member State? For example, selecting 1-2 cities from 
each Member State for the mission implementation. 

There is no maximum limit fixed per Member States. The Mission intends to 
ensure balanced geographical representation and would like to have cities from 
all Member States represented in the group.  In principle, a minimum of one 
city per Member State should indeed be represented in the Cities Mission, but 
we cannot force them to apply. 

Selection 
process 

 

32. How are these 30 cities to receive substantial funding 
going to be selected? 

All cities selected to be part of the Mission will eventually receive support via 
the Mission Platform. The NetZeroCities project that is developing the concept 
and first services for the Mission Platform will provide initial support to the 
cities selected through the Expression of Interest. A dedicated action in the 
upcoming Horizon Europe Mission's Work Programme will provide additional 
resources to scale-up and develop the full-fledged Mission Platform that will 
cater to the needs of all the cities participating in the Mission. The 
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identification of this first group of cities that will be assisted by NetZeroCities 
will be made in collaboration between the project and the European 
Commission, based on several factors, e.g., the type of assistance needed, 
services available at that stage from the platform, geographical balance, level 
of preparedness, diversity, etc. The upcoming Horizon Europe Missions Work 
Programme will make provisions for the work of the Mission Platform to be 
extended to all the 100 cities from 2022 onwards, which would then be the 
subject of an additional call.   

33. How many cities will be selected out of the Expression of 
Interest process for the first wave? 

We aim to select around 100 cities, but the final number will depend on the 
applications we will receive. 

34. How will it be decided which 30 cities will be the first 
ones out of the 100 (or more) to be involved in the large-scale pilots 
/ to start working on the Climate Neutrality Contracts?  

The identification of the first group of cities to be assisted by NetZeroCities will 
be made in collaboration between the Consortium and the European 
Commission, based on several factors, e.g., the type of assistance needed, 
services available at that stage from the platform, geographical balance, level 
of preparedness, diversity, etc. 

35. You mentioned that if you had 300 cities applying to the 
call of interest, "you won't say no." How will that go practically? 

This refers to the fact that we have the objective not just of getting 100 
climate neutral cities by 2030, but ensuring that all cities get there by 2030. If 
we have say 300 cities expressing their readiness to be climate neutral by 
2030, we may only be able to offer the full assistance to 100 or so, but we will 
try to keep open links to all the cities that are trying to achieve this ambition.  

The type and level of services that cities will need will vary greatly; therefore, 
the offer can be significantly diversified to cater for different needs. 
Furthermore, additional support and resources could be mobilised through the 
future Horizon Europe Work Programmes if the demand is indeed high and 
available resources would allow it. 

CCCs 
 
EC role 36. Is the EC co-signing the Contracts and take 

responsibility for delivery, or is the contract only between mayors 
and the citizens? 

The innovative governance device of “Climate City Contracts” (CCC) will be 
centrally important to the Mission. They are planned to be in the form of a 
Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Mayor or political representative 
of the city and witnessed by the Commission and other relevant stakeholders: 
they will not be legally binding, but the use of the word “contract” is intended 
to ensure that it is read as a clearly visible, political commitment not just to 

the Commission but also to its citizens.  

Timeline 37. When would cities sign the MoU? Before entering the 
project? 

The first stage of the Mission is a Call for Expression of Interest addressed to 
cities which we anticipate going out in November, with a deadline to respond 
of around January 2022. The cities selected on the basis of this call will then 
work to elaborate and implement a Climate City Contract, in the form of a 
MoU, with the help of the Mission Platform.  We anticipate the first contracts 
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being ready for signature around the end of 2022, as considerable amounts of 
work may be involved.   

Connection 
with planning 
instruments 

38. Is the Climate City Contract linked to the 
implementation of the City plans like SECAP and SUMP? 

Existing SECAPs (Sustainable Energy and Climate Action Plans) and SUMPs 
(Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans) could indeed be very relevant for the 
development and implementation of the CCC, although they are not a 
necessary pre-requisite to submit an Expression of Interest.   

 Call for 
Expression of 
Interest: 

process 

39. Climate City Contracts - how can we as a city apply for 
becoming one of the cities that sign the climate city contract? 

A Call for Expression of Interest will be launched in November 2021. As part of 

their Expression of Interest, cities will have the opportunity to set out their 
ambition to be climate neutral by 2030, including existing targets and planned 
commitment to climate neutrality. Cities will need to outline where they are 
starting from as they embark on the climate neutrality transition (their current 
levels of emissions and the decarbonisation effort required across different 
sectors, their level of preparedness (existing plans and policies, targets, 
governance structures, and administrative capacity), and ability to involve 
citizens and other stakeholders in planning and implementing their climate 
neutrality plans). The selection of cities for the Mission will be done by the 
Commission on the basis of an assessment of independent external experts. 

FUNDING 

 
Distribution 40. Can you elaborate more on the 2 billion portfolio and the 

300 million? How are these resources being broken down? How 
much is going to cities and how much is going via Climate KIC etc.  

The Horizon Europe legislation stipulates that during the first three years of the 
programme, a maximum of 10% of the annual budget of Pillar II (Global 
Challenges and European Industrial Competitiveness) shall be programmed 
through specific calls for implementing the missions. In specific terms, this 
means that the Commission will make €1.9 billion available from the Horizon 
Europe programme for the period 2021-23 to start the implementation of the 
five missions. In this context, the Cities Mission has been allocated a budget of 
€ 360 million for the period 2021-2023 (with we hope more to follow for the 
subsequent years). The amendment of the Missions 2021-2022 Work 
Programme is under preparation, and new calls providing many opportunities 
for participation for cities will be opened as of next January. The EIT Climate 
KIC is coordinating the NetZeroCities project to develop the concept and first 
services for the Mission Platform. The project is funded under the previous 
Framework Programme, Horizon 2020, with a budget of EUR 53 million, out of 
which 60% is reserved for R&I pilots directly accessible to cities. The 
amendment of the Missions 2021-2022 WP will provide additional opportunities 
to cities, including scale-up and complete development of the Mission Platform, 
the associated services, and cascading grants for R&I pilots. 

41. You mentioned that you are "committed to getting the 
buy-in from other EU programs and the EIB." How will you secure 
that, and what will that mean in practice? 

Future funding and financing are essential issues addressed right from the 
outset. In this first phase, the EU “seed funding” for the Cities Mission 
activities mainly comes from Horizon 2020 and Horizon Europe, the EU 
Framework Programmes for research and innovation, although we recognize 
that this will only be a small part of the total funding and financing needed. 
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Over time, other EU funding and financing instruments are also expected to 
support Mission activities, based on the synergies with other EU funding 
programmes. Discussions are ongoing with the EIB, who have expressed their 
readiness to cooperate. Cooperation with the EIB could take the form of a top-
up of existing financial advisory for cities and, in the medium term, the 
possible set-up of a Blending Facility.   Ultimately the vast majority of finance 
will need to come from the private sector.   

42. There will be a new programme published before the 
end of the year? In the currently available one there is basically no 
funds for cities themselves.  

Yes, the amendment to the Horizon Europe Missions Work Programme 2021-
2022 will be adopted by December 2021 and new calls will open in January 

2022.    

Local 
stakeholders 

43. Local stakeholders inhibit important local contextual 
knowledge essential for CCC. Will there be funding for local 
stakeholders (other than public authorities) in the support for 
creating the CCC (in co-creation with mission platform)?  

Relevant local stakeholders are welcome to contribute to the preparation of the 
CCC with the local authorities. The Mission Platform will help to facilitate the 
process and integrate participatory approaches in this process. Citizens 
engagement will be an essential part of the process, though it is for the cities 
themselves to decide how to do it.   

Smaller 
municipalities 

 

44. Will funding focus on cities in the stricter sense of the 
term, or can it apply to smaller municipalities?  

The basic threshold for participation is set at 50 000 although there is 
flexibility for those Member States with fewer than 5 cities of 100 000 (in this 
case, cities with a population as low as 10 000 may apply).  Larger cities are 

targeted through the call for Expression of Interest because of their potential 
to have a more significant impact on the reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions. However, the Mission aims to be inclusive and ensure diversity of 
cities; smaller municipalities will also be able to benefit from the Mission's 
activities and find several opportunities in this context. 

45. How much money is spent to support economically 
weaker cities to improve climate neutrality compared to money 
spent in this mission on the forerunners?  

There is no pre-defined envelope per city according to its preparedness level. 
The type and level of support will very much depend on the specific needs 
expressed by each city. 

Funding for 
research 
entities 

46. Will funding be available only for cities or also partners 
such as research entities?  

Research entities will participate in the topics open under the Horizon Europe 
Mission's Work Programme, following the standard rules for participation, 

alongside cities. 

47. Somehow I find there is a mismatch between the 
ambition being talked about here and the funding available. Can we 
talk some concrete numbers here - is it accurate to say, as another 
participant said, that ballpark cost is 10,000€ per citizen. 

The Mission Board estimated, based on a study by Material Economics, that 
transforming 100 European cities of an average size of 100,000 inhabitants 
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into climate-neutral cities. 

By 2030 would cost around EUR 96 billion, or around an average of EUR 1 
billion per city (with considerable variations between cities). 94% of the 
upfront investment would be offset via returns on investments in 30 years. The 
estimation is based on the experience gathered by Material Economics and 
tested on seven cities supported via the EIT Climate-KIC Deep Demonstration 
projects.   Horizon Europe funding is not intended to provide more than “seed 
funding”, as the Implementation Plan for the Mission makes clear. The vast 
majority of finance will need to come from the private sector, but the process 
supported by the Mission Platform is intended to help cities develop the 
necessary Investment Plans. 

Identification of 
non EU funds 
before applying 

48. Will identifying other non-EU fund sources be a 
prerequisite of selection in the call? 

No, it is not considered as a prerequisite nor eligibility condition. 

Co-financing 49. Cities have limits regarding taking loans. How will you 
enable that they can apply and participate in the call if co-financing 
will be necessary? The same goes for blended finance and new 
business models - can current legislation be a barrier? 

At the stage of the application, cities are not expected to have a fully-fledged 
investment strategy. An investment plan will be developed as part of the 
Climate City Contract with the help of the Mission Platform. At that stage, 
possibilities and barriers should be assessed, and cities will benefit from the 
experience of other cities that may already have worked with such investment 
models. And the Mission’s work will also include analyzing and addressing 
regulatory barriers at the regional, national, or EU level. 

Incentives to 

invest in small 
and medium 
cities 

50. What will be incentives for private investors, especially 

incentives for institutional investors to invest in small-medium 
cities? 

With the assistance of the Mission Platform, cities themselves will need to 
develop a plan of incentives for institutional investors.   Institutional investors 
are increasingly looking for climate neutral investments as part of their 
portfolios.   

Reserved 
budget 

51. What are the EUR 300 million for? Will there be roughly 
3 million euros for every participating city, or are they used in any 
other way? 

The current budget envelope reserved for the Cities Mission through Horizon 
Europe is about EUR 360M for the programming period 2021-2023. This 
budget will be dedicated to several activities: scaling-up the Mission Platform, 
offering services and assistance to cities as well as providing opportunities for 
R&I pilot projects; R&I projects developing, testing, and demonstrating new 
and innovative solutions for climate neutrality in cities across sectors; 
deployment of solutions, including scaling up, tailor-made finance advisory and 

de-risking of investments.   

The first 30 
cities 

52. Who chooses the 25-30 cities that will get the most 
money? 

The first group of cities that will receive support from the Mission Platform will 
not receive more money or assistance than the others, they will just receive 
targeted assistance slightly earlier. A dedicated action in the upcoming Horizon 
Europe Mission's Work Programme will provide additional resources to scale up 
and develop the full-fledged Mission Platform that will cater to the needs of all 



  
European Mission “100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities” 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Version 1.0 – 29 October 2021 

 
 
 
 

 

29-10-2021 
 

 Page 12 of 21 

the other cities participating in the Mission.  

Horizon Europe 53. HEU Missions funding - are these calls open to all, or will 
some of these be restricted to Climate City Contract Cities? 

Calls under the Horizon Europe programme will not be restricted only to cities 
in the process of developing a Climate City Contract. 

54. Are the R&I calls for proposals launched under the 
Horizon Europe Programme? 

Yes, currently, the EU funding for the Cities Mission activities mainly comes 
from Horizon Europe, the EU Framework Programme for research and 
innovation. 

Funding 
structure 

 

55. The funding and financing is not directly linked to the 
100 cities' selection to the Cities Climate Contract? Will the cities 
have to answer the call for proposals of the other EU programs to 
get the funds you presented? 

Funding and financing will have to come from a diverse range of sources – 
European, national, regional and local, and of course the private sector. The 
Mission label that will be assigned to cities having finalized and signed their 
Climate City Contracts  is intended to facilitate the creation of targeted funding 
opportunities from other programmes, including of course European funds.  

56. The funding structure looks like the intended 
privatization of cities with such an over-reliance on private finance. 
How do you plan to avoid that? 

The scale of the cost of climate neutrality for cities is such that public funding 
alone will be far from sufficient to reach the goal in a short timeframe. A mix of 
funding and financing will be needed, and the Mission Platform will advise cities 
in identifying the most suitable models for their needs. In addition, cities that 

already have experience with the private investment will share this experience 
and help others.  Access to global finance pools will probably be necessary, but 
we would also like to encourage investors to invest locally, in their own city, so 
they and their local community can see and benefit from the results of their 
investment themselves. 

Funding 
eligibility 

57. Does the comment from the last speaker mean that the 
call for EoI is NOT a precondition for funding eligibility? How and 
where can cities then apply for funding instead? 

Participation in the Call for Expression of Interest is a precondition to be part 
of the Cities Mission. It is not an eligibility condition under the Horizon Europe 
Missions Work Programme. 

Private co-
funding 

58. "Substantial contributions" between 0,5 to 1,5 M € for 
the cities were mentioned. Is this the EU public-funded part with 
other additional private sponsoring? As this range of amount, it is 
not a "substantial" fund on a scale of a big city. 

This contribution refers to R&I pilot projects supported by the Mission Platform 
through open calls for proposals addressed to cities. These are additional 
opportunities on top of the technical assistance and services provided by the 
Platform and the separate funding opportunities flowing from participation in 
R&I projects that will be included in the upcoming Horizon Europe Missions 
Work Programme. 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 
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COP26 59. Will there be some presentation or event about the 
mission at the COP26? 

Programmes and sessions at COP26 are still under development. We will 
publish updates on upcoming events related to the Cities Mission on the 
dedicated webpage: https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-
innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-
calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-
cities_en#related-events 

IMPORTANT DATES & DOCUMENTS 
Implementation 
plan 

60. When is the Mission’s Implementation Plan coming out? 
The implementation plan is already published. Please follow the link to access 
it: 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/funding/ 
/documents/cities_mission_implementation_plan.pdf  
 

EoI 61. When do you expect publication of the call for 
expressions of interest? 

The call for Expression of Interest will be published in November. An Info-kit 
will be released ahead of the launch of the call to provide additional guidance 
and information. All relevant information will be available on the Mission's 
website: https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-
opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-
horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en 

 

MISSION LABEL 
Awarding 
mission label 

62. Mr. Baldwin mentioned that the active work with cities 
would start with 25-30 cities. Will only those receive the Mission 
Label or others of the 100 cities you accept after the evaluation? 

All Mission cities having prepared and signed a Climate City contract will 
receive the Mission label recognizing the quality and feasibility of their 
commitments under the CCC. 

Additional 
funding 

63. Do cities that join the 100 get a preferred position in 
gaining access to additional funding? And how will this work? 

It is intended that cities participating in the Mission and completing their 
Climate City Contract will be able to benefit from the Mission label. The Mission 
label will create additional opportunities for cities to access EU funds. Details 
on how this will work are under development. 

64. Can you already give an idea of the funding picture for 
after 2023, and will the proposed Mission label give selected cities 
some preferential access to funds? 

Cities will need to be able to access other EU funding programmes, including, 
of course, ongoing calls under Horizon Europe, particularly as cities will be 
urged to take advantage of the opportunities to build in cumulative, 
complementary synergies with other EU projects. The "Mission label" concept 

will be developed and made available to the selected cities, recognizing the 
quality and feasibility of their commitments under the CCC. The Mission label 
will be awarded after the city signs the CCC. The Mission label will create 
additional opportunities for cities to access other EU funds. After 2023, this 
should result in concrete finance and investment policy recommendations to 
accelerate the cities' path to climate neutrality in 2030 and help the next wave 
of cities coming afterward to prepare their plans.  

MISSION PLATFORM 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en%23related-events
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en%23related-events
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en%23related-events
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en%23related-events
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/funding/documents/cities_mission_implementation_plan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/research_and_innovation/funding/documents/cities_mission_implementation_plan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/missions-horizon-europe/climate-neutral-and-smart-cities_en
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Access 65. Who will have access to the mission platform? 
Everybody or only the 100 selected cities? 

All cities selected to be part of the Mission will receive support via the Mission 
Platform, starting with the first group of around 25-30 cities. In any case, the 
Mission Platform will also provide web-based services and resources available 
for other cities not in the 100 cities Mission, such as those cities with a climate 
neutrality target beyond 2030. It will also offer opportunities for twinning and 
exchanging experiences to fulfil the 2nd objective of the Mission, to use the 
100 cities as experimentation and innovation hubs for all other cities to follow 
suit by 2050. 

MONITORING 
Requirements 66. What kind of monitoring requirements do cities need to 

meet? And are these requirements in sync with the funding available 
for each City? Is there some benchmark monitoring tool with which 
we can compare outcomes on a European level? Or do cities have to 
develop this by themselves? 

Cities will need to follow a strong and transparent system of measuring and 
monitoring the progress towards climate neutrality for cities building on 
existing practice and methodologies.  
The Mission will encourage cities to use existing monitoring frameworks, such 
as that used by the Covenant of Mayors. The Mission Platform will support 
cities to monitor and report on performance; it will provide cities with the 
know-how to develop a baseline, using established monitoring tools and 
agreed KPIs to measure and communicate on progress towards achieving the 
CCC’s objective. 

R&I IN PRACTICE 
Focus on R&I 67. Why is the main focus on R&I, experimentation, and 

demonstration? While what we need in cities is scaling up proven 

technologies to create more impact. 
The Cities Mission will be initially funded through the Research and Innovation 
Framework Programme Horizon Europe. The Mission is rooted in R&I, although 
it will go well beyond to achieve its ambitious objectives, and cities should be 
able to access other EU programmes and funds through the Mission label. The 
Cities Mission Work Programme will provide opportunities for new research, 
experimentation, demonstration, and scaling up of proven technologies. In 
addition to practical assistance by the Mission Platform, the Mission will also 
work with other EU programmes, with the EIB group and national promotional 
banks, as well as private investors to develop funding and financing 
opportunities beyond R&I. 

Funding 
structure 

68. I guess cities are expected to work with R&I structures 
as well: if so, are they supposed to pay these structures for their 
prostrations and involvement in the project and then receive funding 
from the EU to reimburse themselves? 

Participation within the Horizon Europe (HE) Missions Work Programme is open 

to cities and any other type of organization, including universities, research 
centers, private entities, SMEs, etc. Consortia can and should include all 
necessary expertise and partners to achieve the intended projects' objectives, 
and all can receive funding according to the standard HE Rules for 
Participation. 
 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 

Support to 69. Will there be guidelines on state aid rules, to avoid traps 
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citizens and 
local SMEs 

when developing support to citizens and local SMEs? 
The Mission, including the work of the Mission Platform, intends to provide the 
necessary technical, regulatory and financial assistance to cities in such areas.  

SCOPE ON HOW MISSION APPLIES TO CITIES 
 

Delivering 
outcomes 

70. Default commitment of applicant cities to become 
climate-neutral by 2030 AS A WHOLE: Do you think that a more 
significant number of cities will be able to deliver? What is a “duly 
justified” exception of districts (criteria, examples)? 

The Mission is indeed bold and ambitious, but we believe its objectives are 
achievable. An info-kit will be published ahead of the Call for Expression of 
Interest opening within October. It will provide detailed information on 

participation criteria, eligibility, and valuable examples. 

Scale 

 

71. On what scale do cities have to become climate neutral 
by 2030. As a whole? 

By default, the applicant city would commit the whole city to become climate-
neutral. However, where duly justified by the applicant, the city may propose 
to exclude one or more district(s) or emission sources from the 2030 deadline, 
but in this case, should commit to a strategy of climate neutrality for these 
districts as soon as possible, and of course no later than 2050. 

 
 
72. Cities means different things in different countries... 

what about local and regional governments in general? Can 
counties, regions, districts etc. apply?  

Entities will be eligible to express their interest to participate in the Cities 
Mission if their local authorities or their mandated representatives represent 

one city defined as a Local Administrative Unit (LAU), or a “greater city” or 
metropolitan region, taking account of Functional Urban Areas (FUA) where 
relevant.  The key is that there is visible political commitment by the elected 
representative (usually the Mayor).   

73. How will the renewal of the Mission Board work? - The 
scope of work of the new Board and when it happens. 

The process for the renewal of the Mission Board is about to be launched. A 
call for interest will be opened shortly, and new Board members will be 
selected by February 2022. The mandate of the new Board will focus on 
advising the Commission during the implementation phase of the Mission on 
elements such as e.g., the content of work programmes and their revision as 
needed for achieving the mission objectives, characteristics of project 
portfolios for missions, adjustment actions, framework conditions that help 
achieve the objectives of the Mission, communication, policy coordination 
between relevant actors at different levels, key performance indicators, etc. 

74. Cities face a lot of backlash on our citizens' financial 
costs when we make demands on them to be more climate neutral. 
How does your 100 CNC mission strategy take this into account? 

It is obvious that climate neutrality will be a costly and ambitious undertaking.  
But there will be plenty of funding and financing opportunities for participating 
cities.  The Mission will contribute with its funds (Horizon Europe), cooperate 
with other EU and national funding programmes (including structural funds), 
work with the European Investment Bank, other promotional banks, and 
private investors to help with these costs. In addition, the cities that 
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participate in the Mission will be able to demonstrate how the co-benefits of 
climate neutrality (cleaner air, more liveable spaces, less congestion, etc.) 
outweigh the costs for citizens. The Mission Platform will help cities engage 
with citizens to convince them of these benefits and involve them in decision-
making processes, so they develop ownership of the climate neutrality 
objective and the city's actions.  

Differences in 
resources 

75. I'm convinced that municipalities with less than 10.000 
inhabitants (= 25% of the European population) have the same 
ambitions as bigger ones but completely different personal and 
structural resources. How will this be addressed? 

Your view is valid, but it is not intended at this stage to include cities below 50 
000 inhabitants in the scope of the Mission (although a lower threshold of 10 

000 applies for cities coming from countries with less than 5 cities of 100 000 
inhabitants).  The Mission wants to bring cities of different sizes and from all 
corners of Europe within its scope, but most of all, to bring on board cities with 
very different starting points in terms of climate neutrality. The EU will not 
meet its European Green Deal objectives if they are addressed only by those 
who are already well ahead on their journey to climate neutrality. In the same 
way, this Mission must embrace, right from the start, several cities from across 
Europe that have more work ahead of them to deliver climate neutrality. To 
provide a substantial contribution to the emissions reduction target set by the 
Green Deal, the Mission particularly encourages large cities to apply because of 
their potentially significant impact on emission reduction. 

CCC 76. Contract is received by most as legal / threatening. 
"Understanding" is a weak. "Commitment" becomes personal (for a 
city leader). Surely more powerful and enduring? 

The phrase “contract” is intended to ensure that it is read as a clearly visible, 
political commitment not just to the Commission but also to its citizens. 

77. Are the climate city contracts not similar to The EU 
Covenant of Mayors for Climate & Energy? 

Signatories of the EU Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy commit to 
submitting, within two years after joining, a Sustainable Energy and Climate 
Action Plan (SECAP), outlining the key actions they plan to undertake to 
translate their political commitment into practical measures and projects. 
Given the significant synergies between the Covenant of Mayors and the Cities 
Mission, cities that are signatories of the EU Covenant of Mayors that have 
adopted or are in the process of developing their SECAP are therefore strongly 
encouraged to use their SECAPs as the starting point or as an integral part of 
their CCC. 

Scope 3 78. Why do you not include scope 3 in the targets? 
Scope 3 defines GHG emitted outside the city boundaries. The info kit for cities 
will contain detailed explanations for the chosen scope for the Mission. 

Exclusion of 
one or more 
districts 

79. The Implementation Plan states that cities can exclude 
one or more districts from the 2030 deadline.  Are both exclusions 
possible (if well justified)? 

By default, the applicant city would commit the whole city or entity to become 
climate-neutral. However, where duly justified by the applicant, the city may 
propose to exclude one or more district(s) from the 2030 deadline, but in this 
case, should commit to a strategy of climate neutrality for these districts as 
soon as possible, and of course no later than 2050. 

Exclusion of 80. If cities are allowed to exclude areas that are especially 
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one or more 
districts 

Co2- intensive like power plants, ports, or airports, how is this 
supposed to help tackle climate change? 

All emission sources will eventually have to be addressed; if a city decides to 
exclude an emission source or district, it will have to justify this and will need 
to commit to a strategy for climate neutrality for these districts/emission 
sources as soon as possible. 

Exclusion of 
one or more 
districts 

81. In implementation plan (p14) "the city may propose to 
exclude one or more district(s)", Mr. Baldwin presented in slide also 
"exclude one or more emission sources": eg could this be a scope-2 
emission source?  

By default, a city applying to the Mission would commit the whole city to 
become climate-neutral. However, where duly justified by the applicant, the 
city may propose to exclude one or more district(s) from the 2030 deadline, 

but in this case should commit to a strategy of climate neutrality for these 
districts as soon as possible, and no later than 2050. Similarly, if there are 
compelling and duly justified reasons, a city may propose to exclude specific 
emission sources or zones of specific interest from the 2030 target (for 
example a port), either if it is financially or technically not viable to fully 
eliminate emissions by 2030 or if the zone does not fall under the city’s 
jurisdiction. If the city proposes to exclude specific sources of emissions by 
2030, it still needs to commit to and outline a strategy for reaching climate 
neutrality including these sources as soon as possible. Source of emission in 
this context refers to a point source of emission, like a specific site or plant.   

Reducing GHG 82. For cities, what matters is the gases expelled from an 
ICE car tailpipe. Considering new cars’ C02 limits, in 2030 total CO2 
emissions from cars will increase 12%, compared to 2020; in 2050 
will decrease just 27%. How will cities solve this? 

In addition to promoting the shift to zero emission vehicles, cities can also 
work towards shifting car traffic to more sustainable modes, like public 

transport, cycling and walking. In addition to reducing emissions, this will also 
help to improve air quality and reduce congestion – the “co-benefits” of 
policies aimed to deliver climate neutrality.  

Selection 
criteria 

 

83. Can a city with the target of climate-neutrality by 2040 
be part of the mission without changing this target to 2030? 

The Mission will work with cities who express the ambition of being climate 
neutral by 2030, not 2040.  By default, the applicant city would commit the 
whole city to become climate-neutral. Where duly justified by the applicant, 
the city may propose to exclude one or more district(s) or emission sources 
from the 2030 deadline, but in this case, should commit to a strategy of 
climate neutrality for these districts as soon as possible, and of course no later 
than 2050. 

84. What is the difference between "level of ambition" and 
"commitment" in the selection criteria? 

The level of ambition refers to the aim of achieving climate neutrality by 2030. 

The commitment, which we expect to be embodied in the Climate City 
Contract, is the engagement of the city and its administration to undertake all 
necessary actions and resources to achieve the target objective. 

The 
NetZeroCities 

 

85. Net-zero cities support 25-30 cities. What about all the 
others? 

All cities selected to be part of the Mission will eventually receive support via 
the Mission Platform. The NetZeroCities project that is developing the concept 
and first services for the Mission Platform will assist a first group of cities. A 
dedicated action in the upcoming Horizon Europe Mission's Work Programme 
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will provide additional resources to scale up and develop the fully-fledged 
Mission Platform that will cater to the needs of all the other cities participating 
in the Mission. 

86. Regarding the net zero project what's the timeline for 
platforms and city project funding? 

The NetZeroCities project started on 1st October and will run for 4 years. First 
assistance and services will be offered by mid-2022. First calls for R&I pilot 
projects supported by the Platform will be launched after summer 2022. 

87. Out of 100 selected cities for the Mission up to 30 cities 
will be selected in a second step to receive exceptional support and 
attention? 

All cities selected to be part of the Mission will eventually receive support via 
the Mission Platform. The NetZeroCities project that is developing the concept 
and first services for the Mission Platform will assist a first group of cities. A 
dedicated action in the upcoming Horizon Europe Mission's Work Programme 
will provide additional resources to scale up and develop the full-fledged 
Mission Platform that will cater to the needs of all the other cities participating 
in the Mission. 

Info-kit 88. What are the examples of the new policies needed to 
reach net-zero by 2030? 

The info-kit to be published in October will provide several examples of policy 
needs and possible actions to achieve climate neutrality by 2030. 

 

Value for cities 

Synergies with 
other projects 

 

 
89. What exactly is the added value for a city in joining this 

Mission? Can you give concrete numbers of the funding one city 
might expect? 

The added value lies in the cross-sectoral and needs-based, bottom-up 
approach of the Mission.  The Mission (mainly through the Mission Platform) 
aims to work with each individual city on its plans for climate neutrality.  
Detailed information on added value will be contained in the info kit for cities. 
Given the demand-driven approach taken by the Mission and the tailor-made 
support provided to cities, it is impossible to give a definitive figure for the 
exact funding that each participating city might need, or benefit from. 

90. Cities are part of many initiatives already - how does the 
mission avoid creating more bureaucracy for cities? For example: 
How will the mission connect with the Covenant of Mayors and use 
climate reporting on MyCovenant and other reports? 

This is a very valid point, and the Mission aims to build synergies with existing 
programmes to add value on both sides, without creating unnecessary 
additional work for cities.  There is a strong synergy of the Covenant of Mayors 
for Climate and Energy and the Mission. However, while the Mission targets full 
climate neutrality by 2030, signatories of the Covenant of Mayors are currently 

setting a range of different mid- and long-term targets with the goal to achieve 
climate neutrality by 2050. As a Mission, we aim to work with movements such 
as the Covenant of Mayors and assist cities in simplifying the bureaucracy, 
including for progress monitoring and reporting. 

Failing to meet 
the objectives 

91. As activities of the programme will start in 2023, do you 
really and truly think you will achieve neutral cities in just seven 
years? What happens if a city fails to meet this objective at the end 
of the program? 

The urgency of climate change forces us to be ambitious. We will not be able 
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 to achieve the objectives of the European Green Deal (55% emission reduction 
by 2030 and climate neutrality by 2050) without cities in the vanguard of our 
efforts. Many cities have already publicly declared their commitment to 
becoming climate-neutral by 2030. If this is realistic for these cities, we 
believe that others can do the same – each in their own way, considering their 
local circumstances. If a city does not meet the climate neutrality objective in 
the end, there will not be any legal consequences – the Climate City Contracts 
and their targets are not legally binding. And the process of working with great 
determination towards climate neutrality will still produce many benefits for 
citizens (cleaner air, more liveable spaces, less congestion, etc.). However, we 
do insist that cities that want to participate draw up ambitious and realistic 
plans. Participating in the Mission will come with high visibility and a significant 
political commitment. 

92. What will happen, or what will you do if a city applies 
but cannot make it until 2030 and wants to get out of the contract 
after 2, 3, or maybe five years? 

The Climate City Contracts (or any other part of the Mission) will not be legally 
binding. So cities do not need to fear accountability in the legal sense, and it 
will be more about holding fast to a public and visible commitment that the 
Mayor will make towards the Commission and the city's inhabitants. If a city 
struggles to meet its objectives, we will, of course, look at its circumstances, 
but it is also essential that cities submit honest applications building on solid 
planning that takes possible future difficulties into account.   We recognize that 
some cities may drop out of the Mission along the way.   

 

Declaring 
readiness 

 
 
93. How do you expect a major city to declare readiness of 

"the vast majority of private efforts/investments" to be taken in a 

cities' application? 
In the application, we will want to know from cities how much and what kind of 
funds they have already secured or plan to secure, including private funding. 
But we by no means expect a fully-fledged investment strategy at this point. 
Developing an investment plan will be part of the Climate City Contract, and 
cities will receive support from the Mission Platform in drawing it up. In 
addition, as part of twinning and best practice exchange, cities that already 
have experience in acquiring private investment will help others. 

Horizon Europe 94. Why do you leave out the Associated Countries to 
Horizon Europe? 

Associated Countries to Horizon Europe can participate in the HE Missions 
Work Programme following the normal Rules for Participation. However, 
services offered through the Mission Platform to cities located in Associated 
Countries might be limited in some instances (e.g., financial advice) insofar as 
they focus on EU specific programmes. 

Co-creating 95. How will co-creation be implemented? 

The Mission Platform will support cities to explore and adopt an innovative 
governance model to help develop, implement and monitor progress of the 
Climate City Contract, and in particular to involve citizens and empower energy 
consumers. Such innovative methods should include the involvement of local 
key stakeholders such as civil society platforms to engage with citizens and 
actively involve them to develop, implement and monitor progress of the CCC.  

SYNERGIES 
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Circular Cities 
Declaration 

96. Nothing is mentioned in the goals and plans about the 
"Circular Cities Declaration" https://circularcitiesdeclaration.eu/, 
which the EU is supporting. How would that be considered? It would 
be great to include them in the planning. 

The Cities Mission will not replace existing initiatives or programmes but rather 
build synergies between them. All relevant initiatives in which cities are 
participating and relevant to the Mission's objective are positively assessed as 
they contribute to achieving its successful implementation.   The Circular Cities 
Declaration is a good example of such programmes.  

The New 
European 
Bauhaus 

programme 

 

97. Could you explain/connect the following issues: Cities 
EoI (and their projects of interest) and the forthcoming H. Europe 
mission cities topics to be launched? 

The Call for Expression of Interest is a different exercise with respect to 
Horizon Europe calls, and its purpose is to identify the 100 cities that will be 
part of the Mission. However, being selected among the Mission cities is not an 
eligibility criterion for participating in calls under the Horizon Europe Work 
Programme. 

98. How will the Mission exactly connect with the New 
European Bauhaus programme? 

The mission connects strongly with the New European Bauhaus programme 
through the innovation perspective. As well as Climate neutral and smart cities 
mission, the New European Bauhaus wants to build a sustainable future 
through innovation.  

The Mission will foster renovation of urban spaces in line with the values and 
principles promoted by the NEB initiative and hopes to see these values 
reflected in the Climate City Contracts prepared and signed by the 
participating cities. To support this process, the Commission has launched 

under the Horizon Europe Missions Work Programme 2021-2021 actions on 
collaborative local governance models and lighthouse demonstrators that 
should create a mutually supportive relationship between Mission and the NEB.    

99. Could you please elaborate a bit how the New European 
Bauhaus Demonstrator is expected to contribute to the Cities 
mission? What is the problem with reviewing this qu.? There is a 
strong link of NEB to the mission - test-bed. 

The demonstrators are defined as “mission-oriented pilot projects” (see call for 
proposals). They will contribute to the mission by offering models for engaging 
with communities on an environmentally sustainable, socially fair, and 
aesthetically appealing transition. As such, they will serve as early test-beds 
for implementing the mission and NEB objectives and for gathering local 
stakeholder support for the mission, including from citizens. 

Collaboration 100. How important is it to have the increasing number of 
companies helping local governments implement the Mission, for 

example, through consulting? 
It is up to each city to decide what kind of help it needs and where to get it 
from. The Mission – particularly the Mission Platform – will not impose a way of 
working but will function in a demand-led way. It is, however, important to 
note that all processes of the Mission, the Call for Expression of Interest, the 
drawing up of Climate City Contracts, etc., will be designed in a way to make it 
possible for the city administration to complete all requirements themselves, 
without external expertise and without being too time-consuming for city 
officials. We invite cities to let us know if any requirements are unrealistic in 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2021-cit-01-02;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=bauhaus;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2021-neb-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=bauhaus;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2021-neb-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=bauhaus;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-miss-2021-neb-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=bauhaus;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=null;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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practice to adapt them. 

101. What would be the synergies with the partnership 
driving urban transitions? 

Identification of areas for synergies and of subsequent concrete actions to 
foster them should be the outcome of a continuous strategic dialogue between 
the two initiatives to ensure that decided actions will align with their 
corresponding strategic priorities and plans and account for the progress 
made. Appropriate mechanisms within their governance structures will be 
foreseen to facilitate such dialogues and mainstream decisions into their 
annual Work Plans for their timely implementation. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


