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Tellus Zine is a youth-led digital and print publication, showcasing art
and creative writing by young adults from across Greater Cincinnati.

Its mission is to provide a platform for young people to express themselves
bravely and creatively as a part of our diverse community.

The name Tellus comes from the Latin word meaning “Earth” and also can be
broken down into the invitation “Tell us!”. The editorial board selected this name

for our publication because of this double meaning.

The Tellus Editorial Board consists of 15 diverse, high school students, selected
from applicants located across Greater Cincinnati. The board meets weekly

throughout the school year to develop the zine, review submissions, and plan
events. Board members also engage in regular critical dialogs about issues that

matter to each member personally. They learn about editorial skills and different
art forms through guest talks, field trips to artist studios, and to zine and art

book fairs. 

Tellus Zine is a program of Kennedy Heights Arts Center, developed as an off-
shoot of the Arts Center’s Teen Artists for Change program. Tellus is facilitated
by Sarah Rodriguez, Anisha Sanghani, and made possible by support from the

Charles H. Dater Foundation and ArtsWave. 
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The term “Girlhood“ spans a variety of experiences. What does
it mean to you? From the festive cries of joy from one’s
quinceañera to scoring the winning goal for the soccer team’s
final game, these experiences come together in one’s search
for identity.

This is the first time Tellus Zine is creating two zines in a year!
For our first fall edition, we collaborated with the Cincinnati
Museum Center to produce a zine inspired by their current
exhibition, “Girlhood, (It’s Complicated)”. This exhibition
encapsulates what girlhood means to many, spanning more
than 200 years.

Taking inspiration from Zines, the exhibition features 5
overlapping categories of girlhood (News & Politics, Education,
Work, Wellness, and Fashion) and brings to light the powerful
impact women have had in history. On opening day, the Tellus
Editorial Board visited the CMC and held a workshop in
a classroom.

The Tellus Zine Editorial Board invited CMC visitors to create
pieces of art in response to the exhibition. These works are
featured in this zine, highlighting the diverse stories of
“Girlhood”. The Editorial Board invites you to consider how
different people experience girlhood.

Editorial Statement
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We Empower! “Never apologize for being a strong woman!”

To be a girl means to cover up, wear “appropriate” clothes and not ever
seek attention so you’re not labeled a “pick me” 

It’s to pretend to have to be on the phone when you go to the corner
store it’s not to do or say anything that will make you a “target” it’s
always to avoid labels no matter what, but you know what??

We girls have changed the world in so many positive ways...
Ethically.
Economically.
Socially.
So, tell me something...
Why? Why do we still not get nearly enough credit for it all? Why did
we have to dream to be able to vote before 1920? What did we have to
dream to be able to act politically without punishment? Why did we have
to dream of doing anything other than cooking, cleaning, and sewing?

We need to do better!

Girls and young women in the next generation need to have fair chances.
This is not how I want to see the future.
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Girlhood, what does it
mean? is it the blood... or 
the shed?

Thriving is past girlhood
when it all makes sense.

The good? or the bad?
Girlhood is all of the above.

It’s the thick and the thin
being a woman is not only
surviving it all but also thriving
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Tellus Zine is supported by the Charles H. Dater Foundation, ArtsWave, and Kennedy Heights
Arts Center.

2023-2024 Tellus Zine Editorial Board Members: 
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Tang, Vaya Riley, Nathan Walker  
Featured & Contributing Artists: 
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Grass, Elizabeth Hall, Hannah Huckleby, Jazlyn Johnson, Amelia Miller, Whitney Owens, Kirah
Lee, Raquel Sirkin, Myasia Sockwell, Kamaya Stanley, Vaya Riley, Zoey Washburn, Tellus
Editorial Board, and CMC Teens 
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