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ular but unproven theory posits that sharks bite humans due
to mistaken identity, confusingthem for sea-Is or other prey. But a

new paper offers a more plausible explanation-one that could help
make sharks abit less scary.

Writinginthe journalBehauiow,marine biologists Eric Clua and CarI
lWeyerargmethatthemistaken-identityhlryothesis, despiteits appeal,hassome

glaringholes. Forone, itassumesthatsharksrelyonvisionasmuchashumans do.
I:rreality, sharksrelyonmultiplesenseswhendiscriminatingprey,makingitunlikely
that they would bite based on vision alone. What's more, bites often occur in clear ,

waterorare
If sharks aren't ma}<ing "mistakes," why do they bite? The authors

natr,ral-explorationh.ypothesis,

mouthsto
But sharks, Iike people, have personalities, Clua explains. "The two
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avoidance. Only a few bold
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-IWary Bates, Ph.D.


