nly a few very bold shar
danger to humans.

SERIOUS SHARK BITES ARE
remarkably rare, but their randomness can still
strike fear in the hearts of swimmers everywhere. A pop-
ular but unproven theory posits that sharks bite humans due
to mistaken identity, confusing them for seals or other prey. But a
new paper offers a more plausible explanation—one that could help
make sharks a bit less scary.
Writing in the journal Behaviour, marine biologists Eric Clua and Carl
Meyer argue that the mistaken-identity hypothesis, despiteits appeal, has some
glaringholes. For one, it assumes that sharks rely on vision asmuch as humansdo.
Inreality, sharksrely on multiple senseswhen discriminating prey, makingit unlikely
% that they would bite based on vision alone. What's more, bites often occur in clear
3 i wateror are committed by speciesthat don’t prey on anything remotely human-size :
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But sharks, like people, have personalltles Clua explains. “The two mam
traitslinked to shark bites are boldness vs. shyness and risk-taking vs. risk av01d4-
ance.” The good news? The vast majority of sharks—upwards of 95 percent; *
he estimates—tend toward shyness and risk avoidance. Only a few bold
risks takers are likely to bite the unknown.
£ Disabusmg ourselvesofthe 1dea that bltes are mlstakes could .

’ fact ‘are nothing to fear
—Mary Bates, Ph.D.




