
BRVGS World History Packet #3 
Dear BRVGS World History students, 
 
I hope that you have all had a good week.  I wanted to share the final packet for BRVGS World History with 
you.  Please note that you also need to be completing your work on "One Day in the Life of Ivan 
Denisovich" over the next couple of weeks, as well. 
 
The final packet for BRVGS World History is a study of "Developed Versus Developing Nations."  You will NOT 
need to refer to your online text for this - all of the information needed for this activity is on the sheet itself. 
This work will be due no later than May 22nd (unless your school has an earlier end-of-school date).  
 
Please contact your teacher and me for any questions you might have on this.  In the meantime, I hope that 
you all have a fantastic weekend.  
 
Take care and stay well, 
Mr. Carraway 
 

Developed versus Developing Nations 
 

VaSOL WHII.1e and WHII.14b (2015) 
 
 You will compare and contrast cultural, economic, and political perspectives using a variety of 
sources to evaluate information and examine contrast between developed and developing nations. By 
the end of this, you will be able to assess the impact of economic development and global population 
growth on the environment and society. 
 

Developed Versus Developing Nations 
 

Countries are divided into two major categories by the United Nations, developed countries and 
developing countries. The classification of countries is based on the economic status such as 
average wealth per person (per capita income), wealth of the nation itself (Gross Domestic 
Product/GDP), industrialization, birth rates, literacy rates, and reliance on foreign trade. Developed 
Countries  refers to the sovereign (independent) nation/state whose economy has highly progressed 
and possesses great technological infrastructure, as compared to other nations. 
 
The countries with low industrialization and low human development index are termed as  developing 
countries. Developed countries provide an environment in which to live that is largely peaceful, 
educated, and healthy, whereas developing countries often lack these things. There are also 
countries that are rapidly expanding, meaning that they are developing industry and wealth to 
compete on a global level. 
 
 
As you examine each graphic, answer the questions that go with them, and use what you have 
learned to answer the questions at the end. 



1 

 
 
 
Using this chart, write a one-sentence summary of what you can say about developed nations, 
versus developing ones. 



2 

 
In this map, countries which are considered “developed” (using the United Nations standard for 
human development) are the darkest, while the lighter areas represent the least developed. What do 
you think the medium gray areas represent? 
 
 

 
On this map, the darkest areas represent the areas with the highest literacy rates.  This refers to the 
percentage of the adult population that is able to read well enough to understand directions and 
explanations.  The lighter areas have less literacy. 
How does this map compare to the first one? 



3 

  
This is a population pyramid.  If the pyramid is significantly wider in an area, it means that there are 
more people in that age group in the country.  What do you notice about the population pyramid 
for developing nations?  
 
What do you think that it means that the pyramid is wider in that age range? 
 
What does it mean that the population is fairly equal in developed countries until people are in 
their 60s? 
 



4 

 
In this chart, which type of country is experiencing the largest increase in population, more 
developed, or less developed?  Why do you think that is? 
 

 
In this map, countries that depend less on international trade are shown in lighter shades.  Are 
developed or developing countries more reliant on international trade? 



5 

 
This map shows areas of the world that were displaced (forced to move) because of internal political 
violence or disaster. Which types of countries face more internal displacement, developed or 
developing? 

 
On this map, the countries that have the most industry are darker. How does this information 
compare to your other maps?  



6 

 
On this map, countries with low numbers of babies born per 1000 people are the lighter colors, while 
countries with higher numbers of births per 1000 people are shaded darker. Which areas have 
higher birth rates, developed countries or developing countries? Why might these countries 
have higher birth rates? 
 

 
This map shows availability of “dietary energy” (available food).  The darker areas have high 
amounts of food available, while the lighter areas have less available food.  How does that 
compare with what you have learned about developed and developing nations? 



7 

 
 

 



8 

 
Use the charts and map on this page and the one before to answer these questions. 
 
Which areas of the world have the highest levels of pollution?  
 
What do you think is the connection between pollution and rapidly increasing 
industrialization? 
 
 
 
  



9 
Use all the graphs, charts, and maps included to answer the following questions: 
 

1.  What do you think are the two most important distinctions (important differences) between 
developing nations (countries) and developed nations? 

2. Why do you think that there are such large differences? 
3. What challenges do you think people in developing nations face that people in developed 

nations don’t? 
4. Which graphic provided the most compelling visual information? (Which one most made you 

think about the differences?)  Why? 
5. How does access to technology, natural resources, and trade networks affect a country’s 

ability to develop as a nation? 
6. Opinion: If countries can move from developing to developed, do you think it is possible for a 

developed country to fall behind and become effectively a “developing” nation compared to 
other countries?  Why or why not? 

 


