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EEJUPSǡT NPUF (PPFUSZ)ɫ
JaSZl GePSge SPlPmP ​Oɪ

ɪ

ǣTheTe TUPSieT Xe (Se)UellǤɪ

ɪ

The WeSZ eTTeOce Pf PVS hVmaO cPOOecUiPO lieT iO TUPSZUelliOg. BefPSe ZPV aOd me, PVS aOceTUPST TaUɪ

aSPVOd Uhe ambeS glPX Pf flameT, SeciUiOg OaSSaUiWeT UhaU TQaOOed acSPTT Uhe heSPic aOd Uheɪ

TVQeSOaUVSal. TheiS UaleT USied UP make TeOTe Pf UheiS XPSldǛeYQlaiOiOg  QheOPmeOa aT fVSiPVT gPdTɪ

TUSikiOg each PUheS dPXO iO Uhe diTUaOU TkieT abPWe, XaSOiOg childSeO Pf diTembPdied cackleT UhaUɪ

QieSce Uhe UXilighU TkZ, celebSaUiOg Uhe QSPXeTT Pf Uhe hVmaO TQiSiU PWeS TeemiOglZ iOTVSmPVOUableɪ

hVSdleT. EWeO iO Uhe QSeTeOU, Xe Uell TUPSieT PWeS aOd PWeS agaiO (TPme mighU TaZ, iO aO eOdleTT lPPQ)ɪ

hPQiOg UP gleaO OeX meaOiOg fSPm TVQQPTedlZ TUale chaSacUeST PS QlPUT UhaU mighU OPU OeceTTaSilZ TiUɪ

Xell XiUh UPdaZǠT aVdieOceT.ɪ

ɪ

CPOUemQPSaSZ SeadeST XPVld haWe cPme acSPTT maOZ WeSTiPOT Pf a TiOgVlaS TUPSZ, Uill Uhe QPiOUɪ

XheSe iUT PSigiO becPmeT mVSkZ aOd eWeO iOdiTUiOgViThable. CVSSeOUlZ, UheSe aSe mPSe UhaO 300ɪ

iUeSaUiPOT Pf SOPX WhiUe alPOe, SeUPld iO mVlUiUVdeT. YeU, UhaU haT OPU TUPQQed XSiUeST fSPm QVSTViOgɪ

UheiS PXO WeSTiPOT Pf TVch familiaS OaSSaUiWeT. WhZ dP Xe UheO keeQ SeUVSOiOg UP UheTe UaleT UhaUɪ

haWe UakeO SPPU iO PVS cPOTciPVTOeTT aOd cVlUVSe, Uime aOd Uime agaiO? PeShaQT, Uhe imQeUVT lieT iOɪ

VQdaUiOg UheTe TUPSieT fPS a mPdeSO aVdieOce? OS maZbe, SefSamiOg TVch TUPSieT allPX ceSUaiO abTeOUɪ

QeSTQecUiWeT UP cPme back fSPm eSaTVSe? AU Uhe heaSU Pf iU all, SeUelliOg fPlklPSeT, legeOdT aOd mZUhTɪ

mighU allPX VT UP gaiO eQiQhaOieT abPVU PVSTelWeT.ɪɪ

ɪɪ

ThaU XaT hPX I felU aT I QeSVTed Uhe TiY TelecUed QPemT fPS UhiT iTTVe. Each Pf Uhem TPVghU a XaZ UPɪ

QPTiUiPO Uhe QeSTPOal amidTU Uhe WaTUOeTT Pf Uhe XPSldT PSigiOallZ cSeaUed fPS UheTe SeUPld TUPSieT. IOɪ

TeTTa KaVSǠT ǣKeThǤ, Uhe age-Pld Uale Pf RaQVO[el iT TQVO iOUP aO eYQlPSaUiPO Pf Uhe diTcPOOecUiPOɪ

aOd chaTm UhaU caO eYiTU beUXeeO POe aOd heS cVlUVSe. IO ǣLPWe ​LPSFT​Ǥ bZ KiSaO KaVS DhaliXal,ɪ

illVTUSiPVT PVOjabi USagic SPmaOceT SemiOd VT UhaU OPUhiOg SeallZ haT chaOged iO Uhe acUT Pfɪ

cPOUemQPSaSZ cPVSUThiQ, Uhe SiUValT Xe QaSUake iO UP fiOd TPme TemblaOce Pf lPWe iT TUill eRVallZɪ

USagic, if OPU mPSe. WiUh AkaTh MaUUVQalliǠT ǣGaOeTh ChaUVSUhiǤ, a familiaS HiOdV cVTUPm becPmeTɪ

Uhe TeUUiOg fPS POe UP Tee Uhe PWeSlaQT beUXeeO hiT life aOd Uhe gPd he XPSThiQT. IO a TimilaS WeiO, Sɪ
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ShiWaaOe VOeaSUhT Uhe QaSallelT beUXeeO a SPVUh ATiaO XPmaO aOd Uhe heSPiTm UhaU KaOOagiɪ

embPdieT iO heS Qiece, ǣHPX maOZ KaOOagiT mVTU bVSO?Ǥ. BefiUUiOg a HallPXeeO SeleaTe daUe, SaSahɪ

FaSheeOThah BegVmǠT QieceǣWiUch UP-beǤ RVeTUiPOT Uhe XaSOiOgT XPmeO SeceiWe SegaSdiOg aɪ

QPQVlaS bVU fabled lPOg-haiSed TQiSiUVal eOUiUZ. FiOallZ, iO PSaUZVTha MVkheSjeeǠT ǣRedǤ, Xe Tee hPXɪ

fPlklPSeT, legeOdT aOd mZUhT caO iOUeSUXiOe iOUP a SeadiOg eYQeSieOce UhaU embPdieT hPX TUPSieTɪ

fVOcUiPO iOUeSUeYUVallZ UheTe daZT.ɪɪ

ɪɪ

ThPVgh daVOUiOg aU fiSTU, I haWe cPme UP aQQSeciaUe Uhe ediUiOg UaTk I had UP Uake PO fPS UhiT iTTVe. IUɪ

haT PQeOed mZ eZeT UP Uhe maOZ aQQSPacheT PVS QPeUT haWe adPQUed iO SefSamiOg UheTe claTTicɪ

OaSSaUiWeT UP fiU Uhe PbjecUiWe Pf UhiT jPVSOal, beiOg a ThPXcaTe Pf +65 SPVUh ATiaO liUeSaSZ WPiceT. IOɪ

facU, UhaU XaT Uhe TQSiOgbPaSd I Oeeded UP QlVOge iOUP mZ PXO SeUelliOg Pf a QPQVlaS SPVUheaTU ATiaOɪ

legeOd aT I bPSSPXed elemeOUT fSPm a ghPTUlZ Uale UP make TeOTe Pf mZ PXO iTTVeT XiUh mZ bPdZ. Iɪ

am TVSe maOZ Pf ZPV kOPX UhiT bZ OPX, bVU UheSe iT a TQecial kiOd Pf caUhaSTiT UhaU POe eYQeSieOceTɪ

XheO UheZ aSe bSaWe eOPVgh UP cPOfSPOU XhaU bVSdeOT Uhem UhSPVgh Uhe XSiUUeO XPSd. IU jVTU TPɪ

haQQeOT UhaU mZ hPSSPS iOcliOaUiPOT aTTiTUed me XiUh UhaU.ɪ

ɪɪ

AU Uhe eOd Pf iU all, aT ZPV fiOd ZPVSTelf SeadiOg PVS TecPOd iTTVe amidTU a mVch diffeSeOU kiOd Pfɪ

glPX,  ZPV Xill cPme UP aQQSeciaUe Uhe baTal Oeed fPS VT XSiUeST UP keeQ UelliOg aOd SeUelliOg TUPSieT.ɪ

ThPVgh PfUeO QeSceiWed aT aO eOdleTT lPPQ, I hPQe Uhe QieceT Xe haWe TelecUed challeOge ZPV UPɪ

SeUhiOk Uhe OaUVSe Pf TVch OaSSaUiWeT. I XPVld like UP Tee PVS TUPSZUelliOg USadiUiPOT akiO UP aOɪ

PVSPbPSPT, Xe Uell aOd SeUell TUPSieT UP QSeTeSWe Uhem, iO TPme fPSm Pf cPOUiOViUZ XiUh hPQeT UhaUɪ

UheTe TUPSieT caO eOdVSe aOd eWeO PVUlaTU VT. FPS OPX aOd fPSeWeS, eWeO XheO ZPV aOd I aSe lPOgɪ

gPOe, UheTe TUPSieT Xe (Se)Uell Xill SemaiO.ɪɪ

ɪɪ

WiUh gSaUiUVde aOd hPQe,ɪ

 JaSZlɪ

ɪ
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CIaTFSɫ

JaSZl GePSge SPlPmPOɪ
ɪɪ
heSe Xe aSe, clPUheT OPU PO Uhe flPPS ZeU,ɪ
i TaZ ZeT becaVTe ZPV cPWeUɪ
ThameleTT QaSUT PUheS bPZT fiOd mPOTUSPVTɪ
clVmTilZ fiOgeSiOg mZ bVUUPOTɪ
haiS cSeeQT PVU like a deOTe hVOgSZ jVOgleɪ
a jPke SVTUleT PVU Pf ZPVɪɪ
TPmeUhiOg abPVU a bSa USaQQiOg mZ fleThɪɪ
ZPV Oeed UP SemembeSɪ
UaleT Pf demPOT QSPXliOg afUeS UXilighUɪ
UP TVckle lPTU meOɪɪ
QleaTe OeWeS SemiOd me Pf UhPTe XhP POceɪɪ
aSSPXed haOdT iOUP beakTɪɪ
UP Qick aU mZ QlVmQ cheTU, WPSaciPVT eOPVghɪɪ
UP dig deeQ, SeachiOg bPOeɪɪ
PS Uhe chiOeTe SecSViUT XhP hPTed me dPXOɪɪ
calliOg me a ThiU-TUaiOed cPXɪɪ
i QVll ZPV iO clPTeS UP OVSTe PS ThVU ZPV VQɪ
iUǠT haSd UP Uell iO Uhe daSkɪɪ
mZ bPdZ PffeST ZPV TVQeSOaUVSal XPSldTɪ
aXaZ fSPm ZPVS Xife aOd childɪ
ZPV fiOd gVZT like me XeeklZ UP QlaZ QSeUeOdɪɪ
ga[e aU Uhe XaZ mZ TkiO TUSiaUeTɪ
hPX mZ haiS cVSlT like Uhe jVOgle XiUchǠT OailTɪ
meO like ZPV aSe TelfiThɪ
i deUeTU ZPV bVU ZPV aSe iO lPWe XiUh mZ bSeaTUTɪ
baSelZ TeeiOg, ZPVS haOdT USailɪɪ
Uhe SidgeT aOd fPldT Pf mZ bPdZ, Uhe bSailleɪɪ
fPS ZPVS bliOd faiUh, ZPV USVTUɪ
UhaU i Xill be geOUle aT ZPV PQeO ZPVS mPVUhɪɪ
UP Uake mZ Teed iO gVlQTɪ
mZ bPdZ cPOUPSUT aOd eOWelPQeT ZPV iOɪ
ZPVS head iT TXaddledɪɪ
Uill all i heaS iT Uhe TPVOd Pf falliOg USeeTɪ
UhiT iT Uhe QVOiThmeOU,ɪɪ
ZPV aSe Uhe XaSOiOg UP all Uhe PUheS chaTeST:ɪ
XheO ZPV TUSiQ Uhe faUɪɪ
Pff mZ bPdZ, VOdeSOeaUh iT TUill mVTcle.ɪ
ɪ ɪ
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EEJUPSǡT NPUF (FJcUJP ​O ​)ɫ ɫ
PSaTa ​OUhi Ramɪ

ǣOVS AOchPST, OVS HPmeǤɪ

ɪ

The ZeaS USailT PO, beTmiSched bZ a cPOUiOVed TeOTe Pf VOceSUaiOUZ aOd gSief. If Xe aSe all bPaUT aUɪ

Tea, UheO UhiT QaOdemic haT TUPleO PVS aOchPST. IU iT UPP eaTZ UP feel TUSaOded iO UPdaZ'T XPSld; iU iT aTɪ

if Xe haWe beeO fPSTakeO aOd TPme deiUZ abPWe iT TimQlZ XaiUiOg fPS cleaSaOce UP Se-SVO UhiTɪ

eYQeSimeOU gPOe XSPOg (ZeT, I ​aN​ cPOWiOced Xe aSe iO The Bad Place). I UPP haWe TUSVggled UhiT ZeaSɪ

iO Uhe UemQeTUVPVT PceaO Pf life, Xhich iT XhZ iU iT aO immeOTe Selief UP be able UP SeUVSO UP Uhe Tafeɪ

TQace UhaU iT MahPgaOZ. EWeO if iU iT jVTU PVS TecPOd iTTVe, MahPgaOZ feelT like hPme, XheSe I amɪ

OPVSiThed aOd geU UP OPVSiTh. WhaU a QSiWilege iU iT, UP belPOg UP a Qlace UhaU XaiUT QaUieOUlZ fPS ZPVɪ

UP SeUVSO fSPm fiOdiOg ZPVS fPPUiOg PVU iO Uhe XPSld.ɪɪ

ɪ

FPS UhiT iTTVe, Xe OaSSPX iO PO Uhe UaleT UhaU haWe aOchPSed cVlUVSeT aOd QePQleT XiUh a TeOTe Pfɪ

meaOiOg. TPgeUheS, Xe cPOUemQlaUe hPX UheZ, aOd Uhe meTTageT cPOUaiOed XiUhiO Uhem, caO beɪ

SeUPld fPS PVS cPOUemQPSaSZ ​+​65 SPVUh ATiaO cPOUeYU. OVU Pf Uhe OiOe TelecUed XPSkT, UhSee aSeɪ

ThPSU TUPSieT.ɪ

ɪ

WiUh AOiUUha ThaOabalaO'T "The HPVTe Pf WiOd", Xe haWe a SefaThiPOed childSeO'T fPlkUale, TeU iOɪ

Uhe SecPgOiTablZ SiOgaQPSeaO XeU maSkeU, UhaU eYQlPSeT Uhe SelaUiPOThiQ beUXeeO TUaUVT aOd Thame,ɪ

aT Xell aT deTeSWiOg aOd gSeed. TheO Xe haWe GaZaUSi BalaTVbSamaOiaO'T "The CPOVOdSVm Pfɪ

ASdhaOaSiThWaS", Xhich fPSegSPVOdT Uhe iOheSeOU RVeeSOeTT Pf HiOdV mZUhPlPgZ iO a heaSUSeOdiOgɪ

TUPSZ abPVU a TUSaiOed mPUheS-child SelaUiPOThiQ aOd UheiS ThaSed lPWe fPS Uhe aOdSPgZOPVTɪ

ASdhaOaSiThWaS. LaTUlZ, Xe haWe ShaOUhiOi SelWaSajaO'T "KellZ" UhaU UakeT PO Uhe hPSSPS geOSe, eYceQUɪ

UhaU Uhe hPSSPS iO RVeTUiPO iT OPOe PUheS UhaO Telf-PbTeTTed male miTPgZOiTUT POe meeUT UhSPVghɪ

daUiOg aQQT (GPddeTT Kali XPVld QSPbablZ agSee XiUh KellZ).ɪɪ

ɪ

GiWeO Uhe iOUeSUeYUValiUZ Pf UheTe XPSkT, I UhPSPVghlZ eOjPZed Uhe ediUiOg QSPceTT becaVTe UheSe XaTɪ

TimQlZ TP mVch UP leaSO aOd SecPOTideS. EWeSZ fPlkUale, legeOd aOd mZUh OaUVSallZ cPmeT XiUh iUTɪ

PXO ideOUifieST aOd OVaOceT. IU XaT UheSefPSe UhSilliOg UP PbTeSWe hPX each XSiUeS SecPOceQUValiTedɪ

UhPTe QaSUicVlaSiUieT iO UheiS PXO TUZleT aOd OaSSaUiWiTed Uhem XiUh meTTageT UhaU aSe bPUh familiaSɪ
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aOd SeleWaOU UP PVS cPmmVOiUZ UPdaZ. EWeO XheO XPSkiOg PO mZ PXO cSeaUiWe SeTQPOTe, I fPVOdɪ

mZTelf fiYaUiOg PO Uhe helQleTTOeTT Pf hVmaO beiOgT iO Uhe face Pf diWiOe QPXeST, Xhich led me UPɪ

RVeTUiPO XhZ Uhe TeemiOg SVUhleTTOeTT Pf gPdlZ figVSeT haT PfUeO beeO dPXOQlaZed, eWeO OPSmaliTedɪ

iO TeWeSal mZUhT. I XaT cVSiPVT UP fiOd PVU XhaU iU XPVld Uake fPS Uhe SVUhleTTOeTT UP fiOallZ be TeeOɪ

aT QSPblemaUic. The aOTXeS UheO came UP me iO Uhe fPSm Pf a hZQPUheUical RVeTUiPO: ǣWhaU if aɪ

TimilaS OaSSaUiWe VOfPlded dVSiOg a XPSldXide QaOdemic​?​Ǥ IOdeed, Uhe PWeSall eYQeSieOce Pf QVUUiOgɪ

UPgeUheS ​RFUFMMJOHT​ haT made me SealiTe UhaU SPVUh ATiaOOeTT iT a bPVOdleTT cPOUiOVVm UhaU caOɪ

beOefiU gSeaUlZ fSPm TVch SeUelliOgTǛiO facU, iU demaOdT UP be SeOeXed aOd SeQleOiThed alPOg XiUhɪ

ThifUiOg UimeT.ɪ

ɪ

ThiT iTTVe UPP iT a gifU fSPm VT UP ZPV. If eWeO a TiOgle XPSd PS QhSaTe fSPm Uhe fPllPXiOg QageTɪ

feedT ZPVS imagiOaUiPO aOd aOchPST ZPV beUUeS iO UhiT WPlaUile XPSld, Xe Xill cPOTideS iU Uhe gSeaUeTUɪ

cPmQlimeOU. AOd UP PVS ​+​65 SPVUh ATiaO SeadeST, XelcPme hPme.ɪ

ɪ

SeOdiOg lPWe aOd lighU,ɪɪ

ɪ

PSaTaOUhiɪ

ɪ

ɫ ɫ
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AcSPTT UIF CaVTFXaZɫ
PSaTaOUhi Ramɪɪ
ɪ

IO Uhe head Pf a Sed TOaQQeS imQPSUed fSPm JPhPS​ laZ ​a TilWeS SiOg.ɪ

ɪ IU XaT OPUhiOg TQecUacVlaS UP XSiUe hPme abPVU. IO facU, iU SeTembled Uhe Uab Pf a caOOed TPfUɪ

dSiOkǛUhiO aOd TlighUlZ miTThaQeO, beSefU Pf Uhe haOdiXPSk Pf a Tkilled jeXelleS. SSija, XhP hadɪ

diTcPWeSed Uhe TUSaOge PbjecU Xhile cVUUiOg iOUP Uhe cVSSied fiTh head, QaVTed iO TVSQSiTe albeiU aUɪ

heSTelf. WhZ XaT heS fiSTU UhPVghU OPU UP call Uhe maOageS Pf Uhe SeTUaVSaOU aOd demaOd immediaUelZɪ

fPS a SefVOd? AfUeS all, UhiT XaT heS fiSTU lVOch PVU iO daZlighU afUeS a lPOg Uime Pf hPme RVaSaOUiOe;ɪ

The had all Uhe SighU UP be PVUSaged. WhZ iOTUead XaT The PWeSXhelmed bZ aO iOeYQlicable VSge UPɪ

QSeTT heS face iOUP heS haOdT aOd XeeQ Uill OighU aSSiWed?ɪ

ɪ WheO Uhe eYUSemelZ flVTUeSed maOageS USied UP aTTVSe heS, behiOd a maTk, UhaU TVch a miThaQɪ

XaT SaSe iO hiT SeQVUed TSiQAdWiTPS-aQQSPWed SeTUaVSaOU, The TimQlZ aTked UhaU The cPVld keeQ Uheɪ

SiOg: "DPO'U XPSSZ. I am OPU aTkiOg fPS iU TP UhaU I caO SeQPSU ZPV UP Uhe aVUhPSiUieT. I jVTU UhPVghUɪ

UhaU Uhe SiOg mVTU haWe beeO meaOU fPS me. I belieWe iO UhiOgT like deTUiOZ, ZPV Tee,Ǥ The half-jPked.ɪ

BeXildeSed bZ Uhe UVSO Pf eWeOUT​ ​bVU PddlZ SelieWed bZ XhaU he aTTVmed XaT heS OaiWeUZ, he TXifUlZɪ

iTTVed heS a caTh SefVOd, QaTTed heS Uhe SiOg, Xhich XaT SiOTed aOd UVcked iOUP a Tmall UakeaXaZ bPYɪ

meaOU fPS chVUOeZT, aOd Qleaded fPS heS TileOce iO SeUVSO.ɪ

ɫ FSPm Uhe SeTUaVSaOU all Uhe XaZ UP Uhe dPPSTUeQ Pf heS flaU, Uhe iOeYQlicable VSge TXelled VOUilɪ

iU begaO UP cPOTUSicU heS UhSPaU. BVU The XaT a TUPic XPmaO; The held iU iO, OPU TVccVmbiOg. IU XaTɪ

POlZ iO Uhe OighU, XheO heS miOd deTceOded iOUP Uhe fPg Pf heS dSeamT UhaU The fiOallZ leU gP. Aɪ

maOǠT face emeSged. He XaT dSeOched, aT if he had gPOe fPS a deeQ diWe; hiT haiS XaT dSiQQiOg aOdɪ

maUUed agaiOTU hiT fPSehead. BVU he had a Tmile UhaU immediaUelZ diTaSmed heS. All he Taid XaT heSɪ

Oame, SeQeaUedlZ: "SSija, SSija, SSija." The OeYU mPSOiOg, The SemembeSed, aT if VOeaSUhiOg a lifeUimeɪ

fSPm Uhe deQUhT Pf heS cPOTciPVTOeTT, hiT Oame. IU XaT HVTTeiO.ɪ

ɪ The USPVbliOg UhiOg XaT, The kOeX HVTTeiO. TPP Xell. She kOeX eWeSZUhiOg abPVU him XheOɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

The had OP SecPllecUiPO Pf him jVTU Uhe OighU befPSe. The XaZ he liked hiT mPSOiOg cPffeeǛkPQi-P,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

black XiUh a QiOch Pf XhiUe TVgaS. The XaZ hiT fiOgeSUiQT XeSe SPVgh, TPmeUimeT bliTUeSed, fSPmɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

QlaZiOg Uhe gViUaS UP WeOU hiT emPUiPOT afUeS a ThiUUZ daZ aU XPSk (he XaT a UechOiciaO). The XaZ heɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

lefU diTheT iO Uhe TiOk QeSmaOeOUlZ becaVTe QVUUiOg Uhem aXaZ POlZ UP VTe Uhem agaiO madeɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

abTPlVUelZ OP TeOTe UP him; he TPmeUimeT eWeO aUe PWeS Uhe TiOk. The XaZ he lPWed UP Sead ASabicɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

QPeUSZ aOd XPVld USaOTlaUe Uhem iOUP EOgliTh fPS heS UP VOdeSTUaOd. The XaZ he kiTTed heS agaiOTUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ
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Uhe Thell Pf heS eaS aT The fell aTleeQ iO hiT aSmT bVU haUed iU XheO aOZPOe, eWeO The, UPVched hiTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

eaST. The XaZ he had fPVghU XiUh hiT QaSeOUT UP be XiUh a HiOdV XPmaO he fell iO lPWe XiUh POliOe.ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

The XaZ he mPWed agaiOTU UheiS XiTheT UP JPhPS, UP be clPTeS UP heS, XiUh POlZ Uhe bPSdeS TeQaSaUiOgɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Uhem. The XaZ he lefU OP USace Pf himTelf iO heS aQaSUmeOU aOd Wice WeSTa becaVTe UheZ had mPWedɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

iO aOd PVU Pf each PUheS'T iO USaWel bagT. TheZ had beeO lPWeST XhP SPde cSPTT-cPVOUSZ bVTeT UP Teeɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

each PUheS, aOd ZeU.ɪ

ɪ SSija Seached fPS Uhe UakeaXaZ bPY P​O heS bedTide Uable aOd SiQQed Uhe lid PQe​O. SiOce Uheɪ

Si​Og ​XaT OP lPOgeS cPWeSed iO cPPked fleTh aOd TQiced TaVce, iU Teemed diffeSeOU. DelicaUe, eWeO.ɪ

OOlZ miTThaQeO becaVTe iU, The OPX SemembeSed, had beeO heS PXO haOdiXPSk aU a XPSkThPQ iO aɪ

Tmall meUalTmiUhiOg TUVdiP; The had Uhe idea Pf makiOg a gifU fPS HVTTeiO XhP himTelf XaT gPPdɪ

XiUh hiT haOdT. The SeTVlU XaT a TilWeS baOd fPS hiT SiOg fiOgeS, XiUh UheiS iOiUialT ǣH & SǤ eOgSaWedɪ

iO VOTUeadZ cVSTiWe PO Uhe iOTide. AO PSOameOU fVll Pf QSPmiTe UhaU UeUheSed heS UP him acSPTT Uheɪ

caVTeXaZ. SSija USaced PWeS Uhe leUUeST, USPVbled.ɪɪ

ɪ  HPX iO Uhe XPSld had Uhe SiOg eOded VQ iO a bPXl Pf fiTh head cVSSZ TeSWed UP heS aU aɪ

SeTUaVSaOU alPOg Race CPVSTe RPad? MPSe imQPSUaOUlZ, XheSe XaT HVTTeiO OPX?ɪ

ɪ

MileT fSPm Uhe PUheS Tide Pf Uhe bPSdeS XaT HVTTeiO, iO hiT fiSTU-flPPS hPme UhaU had beeOɪ

diTheWelled bZ a flPPd. FPS XeekT OPX, he had beeO TeaSchiOg. WheO Uhe XaUeST fiSTU hiU hiTɪ

dPPSTUeQ, he XaT UPP UakeO aback deTQiUe Uhe gPWeSOmeOU'T XaSOiOgT UP eWacVaUe eaSlieS. FPS he hadɪ

beeO daZdSeamiOg, abPVU heS. The XPmaO XhP Teemed UP haWe fPSgPUUeO him fSPm Uhe diTUaOceɪ

beUXeeO Uhem. The XPmaO XhP OP lPOgeS called PS Qicked VQ becaVTe heS OVmbeS XaT TVddeOlZɪ

diffeSeOU. BefPSe he cPVld SegiTUeS Uhe caUaTUSPQhe befPSe him, Uhe fSPOU dPPS XaT cPmQSPmiTed,ɪ

bPUUPm half TPaked UhSPVgh, aOd Uhe TilWeS PO hiT SiOg fiOgeS XaT lPTU VQPO imQacU UP flPPST heɪ

cPVld OP lPOgeS Tee.ɪ

ɪ EWeOUVallZ, Uhe mVSkZ XaUeST Seceded. BVU Uhe SiOgǛUhe POlZ UhiOg he had fSPm heSǛXaTɪ

gPOe. ThaU SealiTaUiPO XaT XhaU eWiTceSaUed Uhe laTU UhSeadT Pf hiT Xill. IU felU aT if Uhe mighUZɪ

caVTeXaZ iUTelf XaT bei​Og​ demPliThed befPSe hiT eZeT.ɪ

ɪ

AU Uhe Tame Uime, TPmeXheSe beUXeeO Uhe XPSldT Pf hVmaOT aOd deWaT, a Tage XaT TiUUiOg VOdeS Uheɪ

leafZ caOPQZ Pf a baOZaO USee. He had migSaUed UP Uhe TacSed bahVQada immediaUelZ afUeS TeOdiOgɪ

Uhe Sed TOaQQeS fSPm JPhPS UP SiOgaQPSe. TheSe, he hPQed UP Teek fPSgiWeOeTT fSPm Uhe gPdT bZɪ

mediUaUiOg.ɪɪ
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ɪ Like HVTTeiO, UheSe XaT POce a ​XPmaO ​ceOUVSieT agP, if POe belieWed (like hVmaOT did) UhaUɪ

Uime USaWelled liOeaSlZ. She TQeOU daZT QiOiOg deeQlZ fPS heS lPWeS VOUil The failed UP heaS Uhe Tage POeɪ

daZ aU heS dPPSTUeQ aTkiOg fPS XaUeS. IO aOgeS, he cVSTed heS, UhaU Uhe POe The UhPVghU Pf TP deaSlZɪ

XPVld fPSgeU heS. AU heS immediaUe TVffeSiOg, Uhe Tage had felU WiOdicaUed. HaQQZ eWeO.ɪ

ɪ BVU XiUh HVTTeiO, Uhe bliTT XaT ThPSU-liWed. The Tage had laThed PVU Uhe Tame cVSTe aU Uheɪ

ZP ​VOg maO ​ fPS OPU heediOg hiT SeRVeTU fPS cleaO XaUeS UP dSiOk. BVU he TPPO SealiTedǛaT he USaWelledɪ

UhSPVgh Uhe SeTU Pf Uhe cPVOUSZǛUhaU he had made a miTUake. OOce agaiO, afUeS ZeaST Pf aUPOemeOU,ɪ

he had allPXed hiT UemQeS UP be miTQlaced iO a TQliU TecPOd. If he had beUUeS Telf-SeTUSaiOU, aT a maOɪ

Pf hiT TUaUiPO ThPVld, he XPVld haWe TPPOeS SealiTed UhaU HVTTeiO cPVld OPU haWe cPme UP Uheɪ

dPPSTUeQ eiUheS XaZ, lPWeTick PS OPU.ɪɪ

IU XaT USVe UhaU he had beeO QiOiOg afUeS a XPmaO TP mVch TP UhaU he had lPTU cP​OTideSaUiPOɪ

fPS Uhe XPSld aSPVOd him​. BVU iU XaT V​OdeSTUaOdable, fPS Uhe QaiS ​had beeO TeQaSaUed agaiOTU UheiSɪ

Xill. A TUealUhZ diTeaTe XaT iO iUT midTU Pf SaWagiOg UheiS laOdT, fPSciOg Uhem UP be PO PQQPTiUe TideTɪ

Pf Uhe bPSdeS, TeRVeTUeSed. The bPZ XaT OPU eWeO QeSmiUUed UP leaWe hiT hPVTe PS TQeak UP aOZPOeɪ

fSPm Uhe PVUTide. DiTUVSbed bZ hiT SealiTaUiPOT, Uhe Tage had TQiSalled: ǣWill iU OPU be a TiO UheO UPɪ

leaWe Uhe UXP lPWeST cVSTed fPS eUeSOiUZ? HPX haT iU POlZ OPX PccVSSed UP me, afUeS eQPchT Pfɪ

QSaZeS, UhaU QeShaQT OP hVmaO beiOg deTeSWeT UP beaS mZ mPmeOUǠT XSaUh fPS Uhe SeTU Pf UheiS bSiefɪ

lifeUime? WhaU gPPd iT all UhiT XiTdPm I haWe accVmVlaUed if I POlZ Xield iU agaiOTU Uhe helQleTT?Ǥɪ

ɪ AThamed Pf hiT PXO haTUiOeTT, Uhe Tage had TPVghU UP VOdP hiT PXO fPSmidable XPSdT. Heɪ

cPOjVSed a TOaQQeS, Tlid HVTTeiO'T belPWed TilWeS SiOg QaiOleTTlZ iOUP iUT head, aOd diSecUed iU UP laZɪ

befPSe HVTTeiO'T lPWeS: "BSiOg Uhe USVUh Pf HVTTeiO UP heS."ɪ

A baOZaO leaf lighUlZ laOded PO Uhe TageǠT laQ, diTSVQUiOg hiT mediUaUiPO. IU XaT UheO UhaU heɪ

kOeX UhaU HVTTeiOǠT hPVTe XaT OP lPOgeS a hPme. OWeSXhelmed bZ gVilU, he fled fSPm Uhe USee UPɪ

aOPUheS Qlace aOd Uime.ɪɪ

ɪɪ

WheO HVTTeiO'T bPdZ UVSOed cPld PO Uhe flPPS Pf hiT XaUeSlPgged aQaSUmeOU, iU UPPk VOUil Uhe OeYUɪ

TVOTeU befPSe a OeighbPVS OPUiced Uhe Tmell eOPVgh UP call Uhe QPlice. The iOWeTUigaUiPOT ThPXed OPɪ

TigOT Pf dSPXOiOg PS fPVl QlaZ. BVU UheZ fPVOd, QPTU-mPSUem, UhaU he had iOdeed cPOUSacUed Uheɪ

diTeaTe aOd claimed UhaU iU cPVld haWe beeO a QPTTible caVTe Pf deaUh. IO Uhe eOd, jVTU aOPUheS bPdZɪ

UP Uhe OVmbeST. TheZ had UPP maOZ PUheST UP fiOd aOd dPcVmeOU aOZXaZ; hiT familZ VQ iO PeSak hadɪ

alSeadZ beeO iOfPSmed aOd heOce, he XaT OP lPOgeS UheiS QSPblem. BVU UP Uhe TPVUh Pf JPhPS, aT Uheɪ

dead TOaQQeS eSPded iO heS TUPmach VOUil all UhaU SemaiOed XaT USVUh, SSija begaO UP XeeQ aU laTU.ɫ
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GOD/DESS MAHOGANY’S CATALOGUE OF FOLKLORES, LEGENDS & MYTHS

Ardhanarishvar 

in “The Conundrum of  Ardhanarishvar” by Gayatri Balasubramanian 

Considered as one of  the incarnations of  Shiva, Ardhanarishvar is the 

composite form of  the god and his consort Parvati. As such, the right 

half  of  the deity’s body is depicted as male (Shiva) and the left half, 

female (Parvati). Ardhanarishvar is regarded as the manifestation of  a 

delicate and harmonious balance between the masculine and feminine. In 

one myth, Parvati wished to be inseparable from her husband. So Shiva 

shed half  of  himself  and brought her into him, thus birthing his 

androgynous form. This is reflected in the very name of  the deity that is 

derived from three Sanskrit words: ardha meaning half, naari meaning 

female or Parvati, and ishwara meaning Shiva. 

Bukit Merah 

in “Red” by Pratyusha Mukherjee 

Singapore’s Bukit Merah stands for “red hill” in Malay. The legend 

behind this unique moniker starts with a clever little boy. It is said that 

the waters around Singapore used to be infested with ferocious 

swordfish that terrified villagers. It was the boy who thought of  using 

banana tree trunks to build a protective wall along the shore. He 

presented his ingenious idea to the Sultan who then put his plan to 

action. The wall eventually worked because the bills of  the swordfish 

that swam close to the shore got trapped in the trunks, making it 

easier for the army to get rid of  them. The Sultan however was jealous 

of  the boy’s steep rise to fame in the village. Hence, he ordered 

assassins to kill the child atop a hill. As legend has it, his blood flowed 

down the hill and painted it red.
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Chudail 

in “Witch to-be” by Sarah Farheenshah Begum 

The Chudail is a mythic witch in South Asian folklore who is said to 

have died from abuse or childbirth. They are often depicted with long 

hair and their feet backwards, and are said to attack their past abusers 

or young men in general. Similar to the Pontianak in Southeast Asian 

folklore, a malicious spirit of  a woman who died during childbirth, the 

Chudail too is presented as a frightening woman who must be avoided 

at all costs. In feminist readings, the two parallel figures embody the 

monstrous feminine and have been interpreted as patriarchal ideations.

Ganesh 

in “Ganesh Chaturthi” by Akash Mattupalli 

Lord Ganesh is the God of  Beginnings and Remover of  Obstacles in 

Hinduism. According to mythology, he first came into existence when 

his lonely mother Parvati created him out of  clay. One day when 

Parvati wanted to go to the river for a bath, she instructed her son to 

guard their home from any trespassers. Even when Shiva returned, 

Ganesh, not knowing that it was his father, stopped the god from 

entering his own house. In a moment’s rage, Shiva beheaded Ganesh. It 

was only when Parvati returned and cried at the sight of  her headless 

son that Shiva realised what he had done. To make amends, Shiva took 

the head of  the first creature he encountered, a baby elephant, giving 

rise to the elephant-god we know today. It is this story of  his birth that 

is celebrated by Hindus worldwide during Ganesh Chaturthi.
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Hantu Tetek 

in “Chaser” by Jaryl George Solomon 

Despite its scattered origins, the folklore of  the hantu tetek (or breast 

ghost) is commonly heard in Southeast Asian countries. Said to be a 

demonic spirit presenting itself  as a beautiful woman, the hantu tetek’s 

true form is that of  a wrinkled, scaled or hairy grotesque being with 

pendulous breasts (sometimes on its back) that are used to suffocate 

its victims. Mainly used as a cautionary tale, the hantu tetek is said to 

target young children and young (virgin) men who dare to venture out 

during twilight. 

Heer Ranjha 

in “Love Lores” by Kiran Kaur Dhaliwal 

Long before Romeo and Juliet, there were Heer and Ranjha. 

Popularised in the form of  an epic poem by Waris Shah, the tragic 

romance sees Heer (an extremely ravishing young woman born into a 

wealthy caste) fall in love with Ranjha (a young flute-playing herder 

born into a lower caste). Eventually, their forbidden relationship is 

discovered by Heer’s uncle and parents. Her parents surprisingly 

encourage them to get married but the lovers are unaware of  a plot to 

kill Heer for the shame she had brought to her caste. Her uncle (along 

with other kinsmen) poisons the laddu fed to her during the wedding. 

Realising that his one true love was dead, Ranjha eats the remainder of  

the poisoned laddu, joining Heer in her tragic end. 
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Kali 

in “Red” by Pratyusha Mukherjee & “Kelly” by Shanthini Selvarajan 

Kali is a revered and fearsome goddess in Hinduism. An incarnation 

of  Parvati, she is regarded as the most powerful form of  Shakti, a 

personified understanding of  cosmic energy, and is associated with 

ideas of  death, destruction, even doomsday. In popular iconography, 

she is depicted with her tongue sticking out, a bloody knife in one 

hand, a freshly decapitated male head in another, and with a 

mundamala, a garland of  human heads, around her neck. 

Unsurprisingly, Kali is seen by contemporary believers and scholars as 

an empowering feminist icon.

Kannagi 

in “How many Kannagis must burn?” by S Shivaane 

The legend of  Kannagi details the story of  a Tamil woman devoted to 

her husband, Kovalan, despite his adulterous behaviour. They try to 

rebuild their marriage when Kovalan crawls back to Kannagi after 

being made penniless by his affair. With the hopes of  regaining their 

wealth, Kovalan sets out to the city of  Madurai to sell one of  

Kannagi’s anklets but it gets mistaken for the queen’s stolen anklet. 

Consequently, Kovalan is beheaded by the king for having committed 

this alleged crime. When Kannagi is informed of  her husband’s unjust 

execution, she sets forth to Madurai and proves his innocence, not 

before cursing the entire city to be engulfed by flames. 
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Lady Luck 

in “Red” by Pratyusha Mukherjee 

Lady Luck is perceived by many as the personification of  fortune and 

wealth across various cultures. From Fortuna in Roman mythology to 

Lakshmi in Hinduism, many attempt to court Lady Luck to reap her 

benefits. In Chinese culture especially, it is believed that wearing red 

articles of  clothing can help combat darkness and evil spirits since the 

colour often denotes life, hope and light. 

Little Red Riding Hood 

in “Red” by Pratyusha Mukherjee 

Like many of  the beloved modern fairy tales we know by heart, Little 

Red Riding Hood has a much grimmer origin. In some of  the earlier 

versions of  this familiar tale, the young girl meets many fates: in one 

version, she is tricked into cannibalising her own grandmother when 

she informs the wolf  of  her hunger while in another, she is gobbled 

up by the wolf  when she gets in bed with him. Of  course, in more 

optimistic versions, she manages to outsmart the wolf  with her own 

cunning, reinforcing the notion that humans are the truly sly ones at 

the end of  the day.
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Rapunzel 

in “Kesh” by Tessa Kaur 

The tale of  Rapunzel that we fondly know of  is a German fairytale 

made popular by the Brothers Grimm, with roots that potentially 

stretch back to 11th Century literature. Though many sanitised 

versions have sprouted from this tale, the darker undertones of  the 

Brothers Grimm iteration showcases sorceress Dame Gothel 

severing Rapunzel’s hair and exiling her once she finds out that a 

prince has been climbing it to reach her treasured child. When the 

prince calls for Rapunzel one night, Dame Gothel hauls him up with 

the tresses she had cut. Reeling from horror, the prince falls into a 

thorn bush that blinds him. However, the lovers are reunited when 

the prince chances upon a familiar voice singing and Rapunzel’s tears 

cure him of  his blindness. 

Sassi Punnu 

in “Love Lores” by Kiran Kaur Dhaliwal 

In “Sassi Punnu”, the titular characters find themselves in a union 

that Punnu’s father and brothers frown upon. Under the guise of  

wedding celebrations, his brothers force him to drink till the point of  

intoxication. The inebriated Punnu is then abducted and brought 

back to his hometown against his will, leaving Sonni grief-stricken 

from the separation. In order to reunite with her husband, Sonni 

traverses a treacherous desert where she constantly calls out Punnu’s 

name. Eventually, she comes across a shepherd who is so enamoured 

by her beauty that he tries to force himself  on her. Terrified, she 

begs God to hide her and the ground swallows her, with only the tip 

of  her dupatta visible. Once Punnu sobers up, he goes in search of  

his wife and comes across her dupatta. Heartbroken over her fate, he 

calls out to God to reunite them and his prayer is answered when the 

ground devours him too. 
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Shakuntala 

in “Across the Causeway” by Prasanthi Ram 

Depicted in the Hindu epic Mahabharata, Shakuntala is the beautiful 

daughter of  sage Vishwamitra and apsara Menaka. Adopted later by 

sage Karna, she comes to reside in his hermitage within the forest. 

When a powerful king named Dushyanta hunts a deer within the 

same forest, Shakuntala asks that he nurse the injured creature to 

health by staying back. Soon, they fall in love and get secretly 

married. Dushyanta leaves, promising to bring her to his kingdom as 

his lawfully wedded wife. However, Shakuntala accidentally ignores 

an ill-tempered sage while daydreaming of  her husband. The sage 

thus curses her, that Dushyanta will forget her unless he is shown an 

object that represents their love. Unfortunately, Shakuntala loses the 

only object she has, her ring, to the river. It is only when a fisherman 

discovers the ring in a fish and presents the prized ornament to the 

king that Dushyanta remember her again. 

Sohni Mahiwal 

in “Love Lores” by Kiran Kaur Dhaliwal 

Part of  the four popular tragic romances of  Punjab, “Sohni 

Mahiwal” revolves around Sohni (a potter’s daughter) falling in love 

with an outsider, Mahiwal. In order to quieten the commotion 

caused by this taboo relationship, her parents arrange her marriage to 

another potter from their community and she is shipped off  to his 

home. Unhappy with her marriage, Sohni crosses a river every night 

on an inverted earthen pot to where her true love herds buffaloes. 

Unfortunately, her nightly jaunts are discovered by her in-laws who 

replace her pot with an unbaked one. This leads to the clay dissolving 

in the water when Sohni travels across the river, one night, drowning 

in its whirling waves. Mahiwal jumps in, in an attempt to save her, 

but perishes too, reuniting with Sohni at the bottom. 
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The House of  Wind 

in “The House of  Wind” by Anittha Thanabalan 

A children’s folktale, “The House of  Wind” is a didactic story that 

warns against greed. In its original iteration, the protagonist finds 

herself  at the House of  Wind after the wind blows away one of  her 

clothes while she was doing laundry outside. Despite being tempted 

with gifts of  riches by the wind’s mother, she instead chooses to 

return with just her cloth and is hence rewarded with gold. However, 

when the protagonist’s jealous neighbour deliberately lands herself  at 

the House of  Wind with the hopes of  similarly gaining riches, she 

instead is punished with a box of  bricks.
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TIF HPVTF PG WJOEɫ

AOiUUha ThaOabalaOɪ

ɪ

ǣI hPQe Xe dPOǠU Tee aOZPOe fSPm TchPPl,Ǥ GiUa Taid aT The cPVOUed maSigPldT iOUP bVOcheT Pf UeOɪ

fSPm a laSge XickeS baTkeU befPSe baggiOg Uhem iO QlaTUic. GiUa aOd heS beTU fSieOd RamaOi, XhPTeɪ

QaSeOUT PXOed Uhe flPXeS TUall UXP laOeT dPXO, XeSe gaUheSed aU GiUaǠT QaSeOUTǠ mVUUPO TUall, TeUUiOgɪ

VQ fPS Uhe bVTieTU daZ Pf Uhe Xeek.ɪ

ǣWhZ?Ǥ RamaOi aTked. She XaT caSefVllZ TQSeadiOg a UVSmeSic-ZellPX clPUh PO Uhe caThɪ

SegiTUeS iO GiUaǠT QaSeOUTǠ TUall, TmPPUhiOg iU dPXO TP UheSe XeSe OP VOTighUlZ XSiOkleT. The clPUhɪ

had beeO QaTTed dPXO UP GiUaǠT faUheS fSPm hiT faUheS. FPS a familZ Pf bVUcheST, Uhe clPUh XaTɪ

UhPVghU UP bSiOg gPPd fPSUVOe, cleaSiOg PVU each daZǠT TUPck Pf mVUUPO. IU XaT fadiOg UP XhiUe iOɪ

ceSUaiO QaUcheT. IO Uhe WeSZ middle, Uhe OameT Pf GiUaǠT aOceTUPST had beeO TeXO iO black UhSead.ɪ

SeWeSal UimeT, afUeS Uhe cVTUPmeST had UhiOOed PVU, RamaOi had TeeO GiUaǠT dad SVO hiT fiOgeST PWeSɪ

Uhe OameT SeWeSeOUlZ, befPSe UPVchiOg Uhe clPUh UP hiT liQT aOd TliQQiOg iU iOUP iUT QSPUecUiWe caTe.ɪ

ǣWhaU XhZ? ImagiOe XhaU UheZ XPVld UhiOk if UheZ TaX VT heSe?Ǥɪ

ǣThaU Xe aSe helQfVl aOd OPU la[iOg abPVU QlaZiOg WideP gameT?Ǥ RamaOi lPPked VQ UP Teeɪ

GiUa SiQQiOg aOd UXiTUiOg Uhe TUalkT Pff Uhe delicaUe blPPmT. ǣHeZ! CaSefVl XiUh Uhe TUalkT! YPV aSeɪ

UakiOg Pff UPP mVch.Ǥɪ

GiUa TOPSUed like a caSUPPO Qig iO a childSeOǠT QicUVSe-bPPk. ǣVideP gameT aSe XhaU ​OPSNaMɪ

UeeOageST dP PO SVOdaZT.Ǥɪ

ǣWe aSe OPSmal.Ǥɪ

AOPUheS TOPSU. ǣPleaTe. We aSe fifUeeO, iO a XeU maSkeU TelliOg flPXeST aOd mVUUPO. WiUh PVSɪ

QaSeOUT. OO a SVOdaZ. DP ZPV kOPX XhaU mZ claTTmaUeT dP PO SVOdaZT?Ǥɪ

RamaOi gSiOOed. ǣLa[e abPVU aOd QlaZ WideP gameT?Ǥɪ

ǣNP,Ǥ GiUa Taid, chVckiOg a lPPTe flPXeS TUalk aU heS. RamaOi caVghU iU defUlZ aOd UhSeX iUɪ

iOUP a deeQ biO filled XiUh mVUUPO USimmiOgT. ǣTheZ gP QSaZ. HaWe a familZ daZ. GP UP Uhe beach.ɪ

ViTiU SelaUiWeT. ​SMFFQ JO ​.Ǥ GiUaǠT eZeT clPTed, SeWelliOg iO Uhe lVYVSiPVT idea Pf geUUiOg UP Xake VQ jVTU iOɪ

Uime fPS lVOch.ɪɪ
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ǣWell, UhiT iT kiOd Pf like familZ daZ aOd aOZ QicUVSeT ZPV Uake heSe Xill be VOiRVe.Ǥɪ

ǣIG TUPSieT filled XiUh TlaVghUeSed TheeQ aSe OPU VOiRVe, UheZǠSe XeiSd.Ǥ GiUa TOPSUed. ǣIɪ

dPOǠU UhiOk aOZ Pf mZ claTTmaUeT haWe eWeO ​bFFO ​ UP a XeU maSkeU.Ǥɪ

ǣOOe, UhaUǠT jVTU Tad. TXP, TOPSU POe mPSe Uime aOd IǠm gPiOg UP aTk AVOUZ LiOg UP haOgɪ

ZPV OeYU UP Uhe SeTU Pf heS QigT,Ǥ RamaOi Taid, jeSkiOg heS head aU Uhe ladZ XhP TPld QPSk.ɪɪ

GiUa SPlled heS eZeT. ǣAOZXaZ, XPSk XiUh mZ QaSeOUT aOd me UPdaZ, PkaZ?Ǥɪ

ǣ​AHaJO? ​MZ QaSeOUT aSe TUaSUiOg UP XPOdeS XhZ IǠm OeWeS XiUh Uhem PO SVOdaZT.Ǥɪ

ǣCPme PO, QleaTe. JVTU POe mPSe daZ. YPVǠSe TP mVch beUUeS aU haOdliOg meaU. I TUill XaOU UPɪ

UhSPX VQ TPmeUimeT,Ǥ GiUa Taid, XSiOkliOg heS OPTe.ɪɪ

ǣI dPOǠU kOPXǩǤɪ

ǣPleaTe, RamaOi. YPVǠSe TP helQfVl heSe! MZ QaSeOUT aSe alXaZT TP glad XheO ZPV maO Uheɪ

Uill. TheZ eWeO leU ZPV haOdle Uhe clPUh! YPV POlZ helQ ZPVS QaSeOUT XiUh QSeQ aOZXaZ aOd IǠWeɪ

alSeadZ dPOe UhaU fPS ZPV.Ǥ GiUa flaThed QeaSlZ XhiUe UeeUh aOd baUUed Uhick daSk laTheT.ɪ

RamaOi gSabbed a maSigPld fSPm Uhe XickeS baTkeU aOd UhSeX iU aU heS. ǣFiOe. BVU UhiT iT Uheɪ

laTU Uime, PkaZ?Ǥɪ

GiUa caVghU Uhe flPXeS, TUVck iU iOUP heS haiS aOd bleX heS a kiTT.ɪ

ɪ

GiUa TUPPd UP Uhe Tide Pf heS QaSeOUTǠ TUall, UhVmb TlidiOg ShZUhmicallZ acSPTT heS QhPOe TcSeeO. IUɪ

XaT baSelZ eighU iO Uhe mPSOiOg. EWeSZ TP PfUeO, heS eZeT XaOdeSed fSPm QPTUT Pf aUUSacUiWe QePQleɪ

geUUiOg PO jeUT aOd caSefVllZ aSSaOged TRVaSeT Pf fPPd UP Uhe TUSeam Pf QePQle flPXiOg iOUP Uheɪ

maSkeU. EWeO heSe, ZPV cPVld Qick PVU UhPTe XiUh mPSe. SPme XPmeO XeSe fPllPXed bZ UheiSɪ

helQeST, lVYVSZ caS keZSiOg fPbT daOgliOg fSPm Xell-maOicVSed fiOgeST. LiUUle QVSTeT adPSOed XiUhɪ

iOUeSlPckiOg GǠT PS CǠT aOd Uhe mPSe cPmmPO LV, XeaWed TUSaUegicallZ beUXeeO TUallT. GiUa PfUeOɪ

XPOdeSed XhZ UheTe QVSTeT eWeO eOUeSed XeU maSkeUT. If The had iOUeSlPckiOg GǠT PS CǠT UZQe Pfɪ

mPOeZ, The XPVld POlZ eOUeS VQTcale TVQeSmaSkeUT.ɪɪ

A familiaS baOOeS aQQeaSed PO heS QhPOe. IU XaT Uhe eOUSaOce UP Uhe XeU maSkeU, QPTUedɪ

POǩEileeO TaOǠT IOTUagSam TUPSZ leTT UhaO UXP miOVUeT agP! EileeO XaT Uhe mPTU QPQVlaS giSl iOɪ
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claTT. GiUaǠT eZeT XideOed aT The Sead Uhe XPSdT iO Uhe middle Pf Uhe QicUVSe: ​SIPVMd bF TMFFQJOH. GPUɫ

dSaHHFd IFSF. WFU NaSLFUT aSF TP GROSS.ɫɫ

GiUa cPVld OPU haWe agSeed mPSe.ɪɪ

She TXiWelled heS head abPVU lPPkiOg fPS EileeO UheO TUPQQed abSVQUlZ, OPU XaOUiOg UPɪ

aUUSacU aUUeOUiPO XiUh mPWemeOU UhaU XPVld be mPSe aQQSPQSiaUe aU a UeOOiT maUch.ɪ

HeS TliQQeST Tmacked VOcPOUSPllablZ iOUP Uhe XeU flPPS, XiUh TlimZ PP[e SPlliOg gSeaTilZɪ

beUXeeO heS UPeT aT The hVSSiedlZ TeaSched UhSPVgh Uhe cSPXd fPS heS UaSgeU.ɪ ɪ

ǣEileeO. GP aTk fPS a bPVRVeU Pf SUaSga[eST.Ǥɪ

ǣBZ mZTelf?Ǥɪ ɪ

GiUaǠT heaSU Tei[ed aU Uhe QeUVlaOU WPice. PeShaQT, if Uhe TPVOdT Pf Uhe XeU maSkeU hadɪ

cPOUiOVed VObSPkeO, EileeO aOd heS mPUheS XPVld haWe eWeOUVallZ XaOdeSed Pff. UOfPSUVOaUelZ,ɪ

RamaOi chPTe UhaU mPmeOU UP call PVU mVUUPO QSiceT UP Uhe TVSSPVOdiOg ThPQQeST, heS eOUhVTiaTUicɪ

giSlZ WPice cVUUiOg UhSPVgh Uhe diO like a kOife UhSPVgh bVUUeS. GiUa XaUched aT EileeOǠT eZeT XideOedɪ

iO SecPgOiUiPO. EileeO aimed Uhe cameSa aU RamaOiǠT glPWed aOd aQSPOed fPSm aT The haOded PWeSɪ

bVlgiOg QlaTUic bagT UP cVTUPmeST aOd QVOched OVmbeST iOUP Uhe Uill.ɪɪ

IU XaT UPP laUe fPS RamaOi. IO Uhe OeYU half-miOVUe, QicUVSeT Pf heS maOOiOg Uhe mVUUPO TUallɪ

XeSe TVSe UP be all PWeS TPcial media.ɪɪ

BVU GiUa cPVld TUill TaWe heSTelf, if The acUed faTU.ɪ

ǣAmmaIfeelTickIOeedUPgPTeeZPVaUhPmeTPSSZbZe!Ǥ GiUa Taid iO POe bSeaUh befPSe TQSiOUiOgɪ

UP Uhe back Pf Uhe TUall, dPXO Uhe fiThmPOgeSTǠ SPX aOd PVU iOUP fieSZ TVOThiOe.ɪ

ǣGiUa!Ǥ She UVSOed UP Tee RamaOi jPggiOg UPXaSdT heS. ǣASe ZPV PkaZ? YPV lPPk Qale?Ǥɪ

ǣWhaU aSe ZPV dPiOg heSe?Ǥ GiUa hiTTed, dVckiOg lPX. ǣShiU, did The Tee ZPV?Ǥɪ

ǣSee me? WhP? GiUa, aSe ZPV haWiOg a feWeS?Ǥ RamaOi USied UP feel heS fPSehead.ɪ

ǣSUPQ! DPOǠU QVU ZPVS diTgVTUiOg mVUUPO-TUiOk fiOgeST PO me!Ǥɪɪ

ǣEYcVTe me? TheTe mVUUPO-TUiOk fiOgeST aSe a faWPVS UP ZPV.Ǥɪ
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ǣOhmZgPd. EileeO TaO jVTU TaX ZPV. She ​TaX ​ZPV TelliOg mVUUPO XiUh all UhaU blPPd PO ZPVSɪ

aQSPO! She UPPk a QicUVSe!Ǥɪ

ǣWhZ XPVld The Uake a QicUVSe?Ǥɪ

ǣTP ThPX eWeSZPOe XhaU a lPTeS ZPV aSe XPSkiOg aU UhiT TUVQid XeU maSkeU! AOd, Ph mZ gPd,ɪ

The QSPbablZ heaSd ZPV SVOOiOg afUeS me, Xhich meaOT The QSPbablZ kOPXT I XaT UheSe UPP! Ohɪ

gPd. ThiT iT TP bad.Ǥ GiUa QSeTTed heS QalmT UP fPSehead aT The Qaced.ɪ

ǣHPX? HPX iT UhiT bad?Ǥ RamaOi demaOded.ɪ ɪ

GiUa TUPQQed SighU iO fSPOU Pf heS. ǣYPV kOPX XhZ. We QSPmiTed OeWeS UP Uell aOZPOe XhaUɪ

PVS QaSeOUT dP fPS a liWiOg.Ǥɪ

ǣNP. We QSPmiTed UhaU XeǠd OeWeS Uell aOZPOe XhaU ​ZPVS ​ QaSeOUT dP fPS a liWiOg. IǠWe OPɪ

QSPblem XiUh XhaU aOZ Pf Uhem dP. IUǠT aO hPOeTU liWiOg.Ǥɪ

GiUa aOd RamaOiǠT face caSSied Uhe Tame fSVTUSaUiPO. TheiS mPVUhT TQSaOg PQeOɪ

TimVlUaOePVTlZ, VOdPVbUedlZ UP cPOUiOVe aSgViOg, bVU Uhe UVSmeSic-ZellPX clPUh flVUUeSed la[ilZ iOUPɪ

Uhe TQace beUXeeO Uhem, POe cPSOeS UeOVPVTlZ UeUheSed UP RamaOiǠT aQSPO. BefPSe eiUheS cPVld SeacU,ɪ

a laSge clPVd, ThaQed like a miTchieWPVT bPZ XiUh cheSVbic cheekT, bleX Uhe clPUh Pff heS aQSPO aOdɪ

iOUP Uhe TkZ.ɪɪ

WiUhPVU a XPSd, UheZ chaTed afUeS iU, dVckiOg aOd diWiOg UhSPVgh Uhe cSPXded caS QaSk.ɪ

ǣI dPOǠU Tee iU!Ǥɪ

ǣTP ZPVS SighU!Ǥ RamaOi Zelled.ɪ

The TighU Pf UXP fSaOUic giSlT, POe iO aO aQSPO, bPPUT, aOd a TiOgVlaS glPWe aOd Uhe PUheS iOɪ

TliQQeST XiUh ZellPX flPXeST jammed iOUP heS haiS, TOaUchiOg aU Uhe aiS VSged QedeTUSiaOT PVU Pf UheiSɪ

XaZ. The cheekZ clPVd baiUed Uhem dPXO a feX TUSeeUT, UhSPVgh bVTheT aOd acSPTT a QaSk. AfUeSɪ

XhaU felU mVch lPOgeS UhaO jVTU UeO miOVUeT, Uhe giSlT fPVOd UhemTelWeT PO a hill, iO fSPOU Pf aɪ

mZTUeSiPVT UiOZ hPVTe XiUh a blVe dPPS.ɪ

ǣDP ZPV kOPX XheSe Xe aSe?Ǥ GiUa QaOUed.ɪ

ǣNP. NPOe Pf UhiT lPPkT familiaS. BVU Xe cPVldOǠU haWe gPOe mPSe UhaO a kilPmeUSe fSPm Uheɪ

maSkeU.Ǥɪ
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ǣWhaUeWeS. WeǠll fiOd PVS XaZ back. We Oeed UP fiOd UhaU clPUh. MZ dad Xill fSeak.Ǥɪ

RamaOi TRVee[ed heS haOd SeaTTVSiOglZ.ɪ

JVTU UheO, Uhe dPPS UP Uhe hPVTe bleX PQeO. AO IOdiaO XPmaO XSaQQed iO a TkZ-blVe TaSiɪ

aOd adPSOed iO gPld, TUPPd aU Uhe dPPS. IO Uhe heaU, Uhe ZaSdT Pf clPUh UhaU cPWeSed heS POlZ madeɪ

Uhe giSlT feel XaSmeS. The XPmaO Tmiled aU Uhem, SeWealiOg UeeUh aT bSighU aT Uhe TaQQhiSe UhaUɪ

TQaSkled aU Uhe UPQ Pf heS fPSehead.  ThPVgh Uhe aiS XaT TUill, Uhe TaSiǠT QallV aOd QleaUT SiQQledɪ

XiUhPVU QaVTe.ɪɪ

ǣMZ TPO haT bSPVghU ZPV heSe.Ǥɪ

ǣUh. NPǩXe dPOǠU kOPX ZPVS TPO. We came heSe lPPkiOg fPS a clPUh, abPVU UhiT big.Ǥɪ

RamaOi held heS haOdT aQaSU.ɪ

ǣI mighU haWe iU iOTide. MZ TPO caO be WeSZ OaVghUZ.Ǥɪ

AlaSmT XeOU Pff iO GiUaǠT head. ǣLeUǠT jVTU gP, RamaOi.Ǥɪ

ǣChildSeO UheTe daZT aSe WeSZ caSefVl, aSeOǠU UheZ? If POlZ UheZ XeSe jVTU aT caSefVl XiUhɪ

imQPSUaOU UhiOgT,Ǥ Uhe XPmaO Taid TlZlZ.ɪɪ

ǣWeǠSe leaWiOg,Ǥ GiUa Taid, UVggiOg RamaOiǠT U-ThiSU. ɪ

ǣWe caOǠU! The clPUh iT miTTiOg becaVTe Pf me. We caOǠU gP back UP ZPVS QaSeOUT XiUhPVU iU.Ǥɪ

ǣAlSighU, ZPV dPOǠU haWe UP cPme iO. IǠll bSiOg iU PVU,Ǥ Uhe XPmaO Taid.ɪɪ

She TOaQQed heS fiOgeST.  NiOe XPPdeO bPYeT aQQeaSed PO Uhe gSaTT befPSe Uhem. GiUa aOdɪ

RamaOi gaTQed, gSabbiOg each PUheS.ɪ

ǣHPXǠd ZPV dP UhaU?Ǥ RamaOi demaOded.ɪɪ

ǣThiT iT Uhe HPVTe Pf WiOd. WeǠSe caQable Pf maOZ UhiOgT.Ǥɪ

ǣWhaU dP ZPV UhiOk UhaU iT?Ǥ RamaOi XhiTQeSed UP GiUa.ɪ

ǣPSPbablZ TPme TPSU Pf cVlU. We ThPVld gP. NPX.Ǥɪ

ǣCall Uhe QPlice?Ǥɪ

ǣAOd TaZ XhaU? I dPOǠU eWeO kOPX XheSe Xe aSe.Ǥɪ
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ǣIG liWe?Ǥɪ

ǣWhaU if UhaU jVTU makeT heS kill VT RVickeS?Ǥɪ

The XPmaOǠT eZebSPXT SaiTed XiUh each eYchaOge. ǣReallZ!Ǥ The Taid iOdigOaOUlZ. ǣWhZɪ

XPVld I XaOU UP hVSU eiUheS Pf ZPV? YPVǠSe POlZ heSe becaVTe mZ TPO XaT VQ UP hiT USickT agaiO.Ǥ Sheɪ

TXeQU heS haOdT PWeS Uhe bPYeT. ǣOOe Pf UheTe bPYeT haT Uhe clPUh ZPVǠSe lPPkiOg fPS.Ǥɪ

ǣSPǩXeǠSe TVQQPTed UP gVeTT aOd UheO ZPVǠll leU VT gP?Ǥ GiUa aTked.ɪ

ǣNP. YPV caO PQeO all Pf Uhem. BVU ZPV caO POlZ Uake POe.Ǥɪ

ǣIT UhiT a USick? WhZ XPVld Xe XaOU Uhe PUheST?Ǥ GiUa Taid.ɪɪ

EYaTQeSaUed, The TOaQQed heS fiOgeST agaiO. All OiOe lidT bleX PQeO. The bPY iO Uhe middleɪ

cPOUaiOed Uhe clPUh. The TVSSPVOdiOg eighU bPYeT held gPld, TUackT Pf mPOeZ, gaSgaOUVaO jeXelT aOdɪ

eWeO blaOk cheRVeT.ɪɪ

ǣPick POe.Ǥɪ

ǣEaTZ,Ǥ RamaOi TcPffed. She beOU dPXO fPS Uhe middle bPY.ɪɪ

ǣUh-Vh,Ǥ Uhe XPmaO Taid. ǣNPU ZPV. HeS.Ǥ She QPiOUed aU GiUa.ɪɪ

ǣWhaUeWeS. GiUa, gSab iU aOd leUǠT gP.Ǥɪ

GiUa ThVffled fPSXaSd, heS eZeT SVOOiOg PWeS Uhe abVOdaOce hVOgSilZ. TheSe XaT eOPVgh iOɪ

POe Pf UheTe bPYeT UP baOiTh Uhe XeU maSkeU UP meSe memPSZ. HeS QaSeOUT cPVld Tell Uhe TUall aOd beɪ

mVUUPO TVQQlieST. TheZ cPVld bVZ a bVOgalPX, maOTiPO eWeO, XiUh OeX caST. GiUa cPVld haWe all Uheɪ

laUeTU gadgeUT aOd clPUheT. RamaOi UPP! SVSelZ UheSe XaT eOPVgh iO heSe UP chaOge bPUh UheiSɪ

familieTǠ liWeT.ɪɪ

GiUaǠT haOd XaOdeSed PWeS UP Uhe bPY XiUh Uhe UhSee blaOk cheRVeT.ɪɪ

ǣGiUa! WhaU aSe ZPV dPiOg?Ǥɪ

ǣThiT cPVld chaOge PVS liWeT. We cPVld be OPSmal, dP UeeOage TUVff. DPOǠU ZPV Tee? ThiT iTɪ

aO PQQPSUVOiUZ.Ǥɪ

RamaOi TUaSed aU GiUa. ǣYPV caOǠU be TeSiPVT? ThaU clPUh iT QSiceleTT. YPVǠWe Taid UhaUɪ

ZPVSTelf! WhaU? YPV jVTU chaOged ZPVS miOd?Ǥɪ
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ǣWhaU gPPd haT iU eWeS dPOe mZ familZ? The POlZ Uime Xe fiOiTh PVS eOUiSe TVQQlZ iT dVSiOgɪ

DeeQaWali! AOd dPOǠU Uell me UhaU haT aOZUhiOg UP dP XiUh UhaU TUVQid ZellPX clPUh. WiUh aOZ POe Pfɪ

UheTe, I cPVld bVZ mZ dad a hVOdSed OeX ZellPX clPUhT aOd laZeS Uhem PWeS a hVOdSed caTh SegiTUeST.ɪ

Filled XiUh hVOdSedT Pf dPllaST!Ǥɪɪ

SileOce.ɪɪ

ǣRamaOi ZPV cPVld gP UP TchPPl aOZXheSe. EVSPQe, AmeSica. YPV cPVld haWe UhaU faOcZɪ

laQUPQ ZPV XaOUed,Ǥ GiUa Qleaded.ɪ

ǣYPVǠSe OPU makiOg aOZ TeOTe! DP ZPV SeallZ UhiOk TheǠT acUVallZ gPiOg UP giWe VT UhiT TUVff?ɪ

ThaU clPUh iT ZPVS familZǠT legacZ. WhZ dP I Oeed UP SemiOd ZPV Pf iUT WalVe?Ǥɪ

The XPmaO cVU iO. ǣTeO TecPOdT lefU, giSlT.Ǥɪ

ǣYPV OeWeS Taid UheSe XaT a Uime limiU!Ǥɪ

The XPmaO jVTU beamed aU GiUa.ɪ

ǣGiUa, OP. LPPk, leU me Uake Uhe clPUh.Ǥɪ

ǣNP, iU haT UP be heS,Ǥ Uhe XPmaO chiSQed. ǣEighU TecPOdT.Ǥɪ

ǣThiT iT SidicVlPVT. The WalVe Pf Uhe clPUh-Ǥɪ

ǣCaOǠU cPmQaSe UP XhaU Xe ​caO ​haWe.Ǥɪ

ǣSiY!Ǥ Uhe XPmaO called meSSilZ.ɪɪ

ǣGiUa, ZPVS QaSeOUT Xill OeWeS fPSgiWe ZPV if ZPV lPTe Uhe clPUh! IUǠT TVSWiWed fPVSɪ

geOeSaUiPOT!Ǥɪ

ǣIUǠT mZ deciTiPO.Ǥ HeS gSeaU-gSaOdfaUheSǠT Oame, TUickiOg PVU TP cleaSlZ agaiOTU Uhe ZellPX,ɪ

Teemed UP TUaSe aU heS. GiUa SiQQed heS eZeT aXaZ.ɪ

ǣFPVS! ThSee! TXP!Ǥɪ

GiUa lVOged fPS Uhe OeaSeTU bPY filled XiUh gPld baST. She TOaQQed Uhe lid ThVU aT RamaOiɪ

cSied PVU iO hPSSPS. The clack Pf Uhe lid SeWeSbeSaUed UhSPVgh Uhem aOd TVddeOlZ, UheZ XeSe backɪ

PVUTide Uhe XeU maSkeU XheSe Uhe clPUh had fiSTU gPOe miTTiOg.ɪ
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EcTUaUic, GiUa fVmbled PQeO Uhe lid Pf Uhe heaWZ bPY. The Tmile Tlid Pff heS face aT RamaOiǠTɪ

haOdT fleX UP heS PXO.ɪɪ

FPS Uhe bPY XaT baSe eYceQU fPS UhSee Pld bSickT.ɪ ɪ
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KFTIɫ

TeTTa KaVSɪ

ɪ

i TUaOd iO Uhe gaSdeO PVUTideɪ
mZ gSaOdmPUheSǠT bedSPPm XiOdPX.ɪ
SPPUT UXiOe aSPVOd mZ aOkleT.ɪ
ɫ
mZ gSaOdmPUheS XaUcheT me Ǜɪ
heS mPVSOfVl eZeT, heS QaQeS TkiO,ɪ
heS TaggiOg face, fSP[eO.ɪ
ɫ
heS haiS iT a lPOg XiOdiOg SiWeS,ɪ
a diSUZ gSeZ SemiOiTceOU Pf a Uime XheOɪ
PVS iTlaOd XaT TUill filUhZ, OPU ZeU a ciUZ.ɪ
ɫ
heS KaSa daOceT aT heS haOdT XSiOg,ɪ
biSd-bPOed XSiTUT UXiTUiOgɪ
aT The lPPkT aU me fSPm abPWe.ɪ
ɪ
fSPm Uhe gaSdeO, i call UP heS.ɪ
ǣbiji, leU me VQ,Ǥ i Qlead.ɪ
mZ feeU TiOk TlPXlZ iOUP Uhe TPil.ɪ
ɪ
i OeWeS leaSOed Uhe UPOgVe The TQeakT.ɪ
XheO i call UP heS, The iTɪ
VOcPmQSeheOdiOg.ɪ
ɪ
heS UPOgVe SPllT iO a cVSliOg TcSiQUɪ
held UPgeUheS XiUh hPSi[POUal liOeT.ɪ
i POlZ TQeak iO Uhe laOgVage Pf mZ QeeST Ǜɪ
ɪ
ǣhellPǤ, ǣUhaOk ZPVǤ,ɪɪ
ǣZeT, mZ TkiO iT diffeSeOU fSPm ZPVSTǤ,ɪ
ǣZeT, i kOPX i dP OPU belPOg heSeǤ.ɪ
ɪ
iO QVOjabi TchPPl UheZ QVlled mZ haiS.ɪ
iO chiOeTe claTT UheZ called me diSUZ-blPPded.ɪ
i had OP cVlUVSe, POlZ a deTiSe UP aTTimilaUe.ɪ
ɪ
i dP OPU XaOU UP liWe heSe,ɪ
i jVTU XaOU UP be leU iO.ɪ
ZeT, i kOPX i dP OPU belPOg.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
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mZ gSaOdmPUheS TUaSeT aU me,ɪ
eZeT clPVded PWeS.ɪ
i dPOǠU kOPX if The SecPgOiTeT me.ɪ
ɪ
Uhe leOgUh Pf heS bSaidɪ
cPilT PO Uhe gSPVOd.ɪ
iU baUheT iO QPPlT Pf mPPOlighU.ɪ
ɪ
i Seach fPS mZ PXO QlaiUɪɪ
aOd fiOd cSPQQed haiS.ɪɪ
i XeaS OP baOgle, caSSZ OP blade.ɪ
ɪ
The lPPkT aU me, beUSaZedɪ
aOd beUSaZiOg.ɪ
The UVSOT aXaZ fSPm Uhe XiOdPX.ɪ ɪ
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LPWF ​LoreUa

KiSaO KaVSɪ

ɪ

If WaSiT Shah XSPUe a fPlklPSeɪ
fPS Uhe UXeOUZ-fiSTU ceOUVSZ,ɪ
he XPVld chaTUiTe VT fPSɪɪ
hPX PVS UhVmbT TXiQeɪɪ
UP fiOd UemQPSaSZ TPlace.ɪɪ
NP POe XPVld QVU VTɪɪ
iO a maVTPleVmɪɪ
VOlike HeeS aOd RaOjha:ɪ
aO iOdicUmeOU Pf bPdieTɪɪ
cSVmbliOg, a celebSaUiPOɪɪ
Pf mPSUal limiUT bVU immPSUal ZeaSOiOgT.ɪ
IOTUead, a mVlUiQlaZeS game eOTVeT:ɪɪ
mZ SeQlieT becPmiOg ThPSUeSɪɪ
Xhile ZPV aXaiU, eZeT fiYedɪɪ
PO Uhe elVTiWeɪɪ
UhSeeɪɪ
dPUT.ɪɪ
ɪ

SPhOi, Pf aOPUheS Uime,ɪ
cliOgiOg UP aO eaSUheO QPU, VObaked,ɪɪ
QaSUT Uhe gliTUeOiOg midOighU XaUeSɪ
iOUP UXP, befPSe TiOkiOgɪ
aUPm afUeS aUPm.ɪ
MahiXal PO Uhe PUheS eOd,ɪ
jVmQT iO aOd Uhe TkieTɪɪ
beaS XiUOeTTɪɪ
UP Uhe QeSiThiOg QaiS.ɪ
I aTk mZ mPUheS if I cPVld dP TVch a UhiOg,ɪɪ
Uide UhSPVgh Uhe SiOgaQPSe RiWeSɪɪ
UP meeU a fPSlPSO belPWed.ɪɪ
She TaZT, ​ǤAJZa,ɫɫ
UIF SJWFS JT TIaMMPXɫɫ
ZPV XPOǡU dSPXO QMFaTF!ǥɪ
EWeO if Xe USied,ɪɪ
Uhe SiWeS XPVld TQeX VT PVUɪɪ
iOUP MaSiOa BaZ, eOUeSUaiOmeOU fPddeSɪɪ
fPS TQecUaUPST cSPXdiOg Uhe QPPlɪɪ
57 flPPST abPWe -ɪɪ
Uhe POlZ iOfiOiUZɪɪ
Xe haOkeS afUeS.ɪɪ
ɪ
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A UecUPOic deceQUiPOɪɪ
UheZ dPOǠU Ueach VTɪ
iO TecPOdaSZ TchPPl GePgSaQhZ:ɪɪ
SaTTi USVdgeT baSefPPUɪɪ
TeaSchiOg fPS PVOOV aOd eOdT VQɪ
iO Uhe bellZ Pf Uhe deTeSU.ɪɪ
HeaSiOg Uhe Tame agPOiTiOg call,ɪɪ
GPd SiQT Uhe mPVOUaiOT agaiOɪ
TXallPXiOg PVOOV. TheZ meeUɪɪ
VOdeS laZeST Pf TaOd.ɪɪ
I XPOdeS if aOZ Pf VTɪɪ
XPVld dP Uhe Tame,ɪɪ
Tcale dVOeT aOd QeakTɪɪ
iO Uhe bliTUeSiOg TVOɪɪ
XheO Xe baSelZɪɪ
TUaZ QaSched,ɪ
UhiSTUT afUeSɪɪ
UhiSTUT RVeOched.ɪ
ɪ

ɪ

ɪ ɪ
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GaOFTI CIaUVSUIJɫ

AkaTh MaUUVQalliɪ

ɪ
EWeSZ ZeaS, mZ mPUheS SejPiceT aU PVS TelVgV caleOdaS,ɪ
VSgiOg me UP fPllPX heS UP LiUUle IOdiaǠT JPUhi SUPSe.ɪɪ
AO aSSaZ Pf iOUSicaUe idPlT TiU PO a QlaTUic Uable;ɪɪ
I alXaZT chPPTe Uhe fSieOdlZ, XaSm, iOWiUiOg POeɪɪ
XiUh a QaSabPlic UVTk aOd a QaOdikPkkV SaU -ɪ
hiT lPZal TUeed, eWeS SeadZ fPS TeSWice.ɪɪ
ɪ
The OeYU daZ, mZ mPUheS aXakeT aU Uhe cSack Pf Uhe kPelǠT daXO,ɪ
maTT-QSPdVciOg QPOgal, Wada aOd QVOVgVlV:ɪ
SeciQeT Pf Xhich aSe haSd-XiSed iO heS bSaiO.ɪɪ
WiUh heS bPVOUZ Pf SPTeT, maSigPldT aOd jaTmiOeT,ɪɪ
mZ mPUheS decPSaUeT GaOeTh XiUh laWiTh caSQeUT aOd gaSlaOdT.ɪɪ
MZ faUheS dVTUT Pff a TelVgV bPPkleU XiUh iOUSicaUe kOPUT Pf TcSiQUɪ
befPSe begSVdgiOglZ UeachiOg me UP XeaS a lVOgi fPS Uhe UeOUh Uimeɪ
aT Xe gaUheS PO a maU fPS PVS QSaZeS.ɪɪ
ɪ
AfUeS TPme bell USillT, iOceOTe meSSZ-gP-SPVOdT aOd QSeTeOUiOg Uhe QSaTadam,ɪɪ
mZ faUheS cleaST hiT WPice TPfUlZ UP OaSSaUe Uhe eQPOZmPVT TUPSZ.ɪɪ
I hPld mZ mPUheSǠT haOd XheO PaSWaUi makeT GaOeTh XiUh XeU claZ,ɪɪ
I gaTQ XheO ShiWa beheadT hiT PXO TPO.ɪɪ
I Tigh TPfUlZ XheO He caVUeSiTeT Uhe eleQhaOU head,ɪɪ
aUUachiOg iU POUP hiT TPOǠT bPdZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
GaOeTh lPWeT UP eaU, aT dP I.ɪɪ
He hPldT VQ a QlaUUeS Pf mPdakT,ɪɪ
I eZe Uhe mPUi-chPPS laddPPT befPSe me, hVOgSilZ.ɪɪ
AT he becPmeT me aOd I, him,ɪɪ
I gSPX iOUP mZ fPVS aSmT, WeSTaUile USVOk aOd QPUbellZ.ɪ
I XSiUe Uhe MahabhaSaUa XiUh mZ bSPkeO UVTk aT VZaTa dicUaUeT iU.ɪ
ɪ
The celeTUial TkZ daSkeOT UP Uhe UiOge Pf iPdiOeɪ
XheO Uhe MPPO maOiacallZ laVghTɪ
aU Uhe mVTcVlaS SaU bSieflZ TUSVggliOg UP caSSZ me.ɪ
HiT cSaUeST PQeO iOUP meOaciOg mPVUhT,ɪɪ
hiT TkiO-QieSciOg lighU glaSiOg aU mZ QaVOch.ɪ
IU XaT Uhe Tame ThPck I XaT jPlUed bZɪɪ
XheO I maUSicVlaUed QSemaUVSelZ UP BPTTiOiǠT adVlU TecUiPO,ɪ
mZ VOiWeSTe-cPOUaiOiOg QPUbellZ OP lPOgeS adheSiOgɪ
UP Uhe cPmmeSciallZ UhSeaded QiQe-dSeamT Pf TleOdeSOeTT.ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
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ImagiOe Uhe WiOdicaUiPO I feel XheO PaSWaUi cVSTeT Uhe MPPO,ɪɪ
ǣSUaZ Pff mZ TPO aOd OP POe Xill lPPk aU ZPV PO hiT biSUhdaZ!Ǥɪ
The MPPO XaT damOed UP be aO illVTiPOiTU, gPiOg miTTiOg POce eWeSZ mPOUh.ɪɪ
UOable UP cVSTe Uhe lack Pf XideS childSeOǠT clPUheT,ɪɪ
I TUVff mZTelf XiUh mZ mPUheSǠT cPPkiOg, defeaUed.ɪɪ
ɪ
DVSiOg aO Pdd-OVmbeSed daZ, Xe RVieUlZ dSiWe VQ UP ChaOgi Beach.ɪɪ
NeTUled iO UXP gSeeO MVTUafa cPWeST, GaOeTh TleeQT iO hiT flPXeSbed.ɪɪ
We TlPXlZ OVdge him iOUP Uhe XaUeS aT he bPbT,ɪɪ
XaWiOg aU VT aT he QeSfPSmT hiT PXO illVTiPOiTU USick,ɪɪ
becPmiOg POe XiUh Uhe PceaO flPPS.ɪ 
ɫ ɫ
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TIF CPOVOESVN PG ASEIaOaSJTIWaSɫ

GaZaUSi BalaTVbSamaOiaOɪ

ɪ

The fiWe-TUPSeZed gPQVSam Pf Uhe ShiWaO UemQle lPPmed PWeS me aT I UPPk mZ TliQQeST Pff.ɪ

GaUheSiOg Uhe fPldT Pf mZ TaSi, I caSefVllZ cSPTTed PWeS Uhe giaOU fSPOU TUeQ aOd abTeOUmiOdedlZ SaOgɪ

Uhe Tmall gPldeO bellT PO Uhe mahPgaOZ gaUeT Pf Uhe UemQle.ɪ

The familiaS TceOeSZ Pf Uhe UemQle gSeeUed me: Uhe mVSalT Pf gPdT PO Uhe XallT; Uhe QSieTUT iOɪ

WeThUiT chaOUiOg maOUSaT aU Uhe ceOUSal ThSiOe; Uhe gaUheSiOgT Pf Uhe deWPVU iO Uhe hall, Uhe childSeOɪ

SVOOiOg aSPVOd iO UheiS Tmall QaaWadai aOd dhPUi Xhile UheiS QaSeOUT cPOWeSTed; Uhe Xhiff Pf Uheɪ

jaTmiOe flPXeST Uhe XPmeO adPSOed UheiS haiS XiUh; Uhe TVbUle TaOdalXPPd fSPm Uhe UemQleɪ

PffeSiOgT; Uhe Tmall ​ASdhaOaSiThWaS ​ ThSiOe aU Uhe Tide Pf Uhe UemQle.ɪ

AT a child, I TQeOU OeaSlZ eWeSZ SaUVSdaZ eWeOiOg UheSe. Amma had alXaZT beeO aO aSdeOUɪ

deWPUee Pf ShiWaO aOd QeSfPSmed a OeaS-cPOTUaOU faTU fPS Him. EWeSZ SaUVSdaZ The XPVld bSiOg meɪ

alPOg UP Uhe ShiWaO UemQle, leaWiOg me UP SVO amPk Xhile Uhe QSieTU QiPVTlZ baUhed Uhe liOgam XiUhɪ

UHT milk aOd Q.B.B ghee The had bPVghU. ThPVgh mPTU childSeO XPVld haWe XaOUed UP TQeOdɪ

UheiS XeekeOdT diffeSeOUlZ, I did OPU miOd. TP me, Uhe UemQle Teemed mZTUical aOd laSgeS-UhaO-life,ɪ

filled XiUh iOUeSeTUiOg UhiOgT UP eYQlPSe.ɪɪ

MZ faWPVSiUe QaSU Pf Uhe UemQle had alXaZT beeO Uhe ASdhaOaSiThWaS ThSiOe. The fiSTU Uime Iɪ

came acSPTT iU, I XaT TiY.ɪɪ

ǣAmma.Ǥ I UVgged aU heS TaSi. ǣWhP iT UhiT GPd?Ǥ I aTked.ɪ

UOlike Uhe PUheS idPlT XhP XeSe eiUheS dSeTTed iO dhPUiT PS TaSiT, ASdhaOaSiThWaS XaTɪ

dSeTTed iO bPUh. OO Uhe lefU Tide, Uhe TUaUVe XaT fieScelZ clad XiUh UigeS TkiO, Uhe haOd hPldiOg aɪ

USideOU fiSmlZ. OO Uhe SighU, iU XaT dSaQed XiUh a maSPPO Tilk TaSi, aOd Uhe Oeck XaT adPSOed XiUh aɪ

ThiOZ QeaSl Oecklace alPOg XiUh a TPfU QiOk lPUVT Qlaced PO Uhe haOd Pf Uhe TUaUVe.ɪɪ

Amma laVghed. ǣIOUeSeTUiOg, iTOǠU iU? ​ASdhaOaSiThWaS ​ iT acUVallZ half ShiWaO, XhP iT male aOdɪ

half ShakUhi, XhP iT female. WheO Uhe male aOd female halWeT fVTe, ​ASdhaOaSiThWaS ​ emeSgeT. A gSeaUɪ

QPXeS XhP caO gSaOU maOZ XiTheT. IO facU,Ǥ Amma SVffled mZ haiS TPfUlZ, ǣZPV XeSe bPSO afUeS aɪ

ZeaSlPOg QSaZeS UP ShiWaO. IU iT XhZ I Oamed ZPV ShakUhi, ZPV kOPX. TP eYQSeTT UhaOkT fPS mZɪ

QSaZeST beiOg aOTXeSed.Ǥɪ

PSFUUZ ​, I had UhPVghU, ga[iOg aU Uhe ThSiOe.​ SP QSFUUZ ​.ɪɪ
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 SiOce UheO, I abaOdPOed all mZ PUheS QlaZiOg TQPUT iO Uhe UemQle aOd made Uheɪ

ASdhaOaSiThWaS ThSiOe mZ maiOTUaZ. I XPVld TQeOd hPVST jVTU ga[iOg aU Uhe ThSiOe, admiSiOg Uheɪ

diffeSeOU cPTUVmeT UhaU Uhe idPl had PO eWeSZ WiTiU.ɪɪ

NPXadaZT UhPVgh, WiTiUT UP Uhe ShiWaO UemQle XeSe mVch mPSe TQPSadic aT I OP lPOgeS liWedɪ

XiUh Amma. SUill, Uhe WiTiUT I did make XeSe fPS heS, XiUh ShiWaO aT PVS aSbiUSaUPS. BeTideT, Ammaɪ

XPVld haWe QleOUZ UP TaZ abPVU mZ life chPiceT if I WiTiUed heS aU hPme, bVU The cPVld haSdlZ Qick aɪ

fighU XiUh me aU Uhe UemQle.ɪɪ

ɪ

The high, mPOPUPOe chaOUT Pf Uhe QSieTU bSPke me PVU Pf OPTUalgia. The QSieTU XaT caSefVllZ ciScliOgɪ

Uhe ghee lamQ aSPVOd ASdhaOaSiThWaS, Xhile a feX deWPUeeT TUPPd iO fSPOU Pf Uhe ThSiOe. I TQPUUedɪ

Amma aU Uhe fSPOU Pf Uhe cSPXd, heS fiOgeST UighUlZ claTQed, mVmbliOg TlPkaT VOdeS heS bSeaUh.ɪ

AmidTU Uhe QSieTUǠT SaOTkSiU, I heaSd mZ Oame aOd mZ aTUSPlPgical TigO. AT VTVal, Amma hadɪ

cPmmiTTiPOed a TQecial​ ​aSchaOaiǛQSaZeSǛfPS me.ɪɪ

I TileOUlZ XaiUed VOUil Uhe QSieTU fiOiThed aOd haOded Uhe bleTTed PffeSiOgT UP Amma, XhPɪ

UheO UVSOed UP face me.ɪ

ǣThe TaSi lPPkT Oice,Ǥ Amma Taid, aOPiOUiOg mZ fPSehead XiUh Uhe UVSmeSic UhaU Uhe QSieTUɪ

had jVTU giWeO UP heS.ɪ

ǣIU iT QSeUUZ,Ǥ I agSeed QlacidlZ. PSeUUZ, bVU Uhe TZOUheUic maUeSial had beeO QVlliOg aU aOdɪ

chafiOg mZ TkiO all daZ.ɪɪ

MZ clPUhiOg PQUiPOT XeSe chief amPOgTU Uhe UhiOgT Amma aOd I diTagSeed PO back XheO Xeɪ

liWed UPgeUheS. Amma XaOUed me UP XeaS demVSe dSeTTeT; I XaOUed UP XeaS lPPTe TUSeeUXeaS. Ammaɪ

XaOUed mZ haiS XaiTU leOgUh; I XaOUed mZ haiS clPTe-cSPQQed. Amma XaOUed mZ TkiO baSe aOd Qale,ɪ

like Uhe FaiS aOd LPWelZ adWeSUiTemeOUT PO SVO TV; I liked mZ TleeWe UaUUPPT.ɪɪ

I OeWeS UhPVghU UheSe XaT aOZUhiOg XSPOg XiUh me aT a child. I had alXaZT XaOUed UP XeaSɪ

miOiTkiSUT PO TPme daZT aOd USPVTeST PO TPme daZT, bVU XhaU Pf iU? The gPd I WiTiUed eWeSZ XeekeOd,ɪ

XhPm Amma had beeO QSaZiOg UP fPS ZeaST, XPSe bPUh XPmeOǠT aOd meOǠT clPUheT UPP.ɪ

IU UPPk me a Xhile UP VOdeSTUaOd. ThaU XhaU XaT diWiOiUZ iO GPdT XaT fPS mPSUalT, TiO. ThaUɪ

XhaU XaT SeWeSed iO GPdT XaT iO mPSUalT, ThVOOed. ThaU eWeO aT Amma QSaZed UP a bigeOdeS GPd,ɪ

The OeWeS XaOUed a bigeOdeS child.ɪɪ

IU XaT OPU UhaU Amma aOd I had OeWeS beeO clPTe. IO facU, Xe XeSe iOTeQaSable iO mZɪ

childhPPd. AfUeS Amma had diWPSced mZ faUheS, iU had jVTU beeO Uhe UXP Pf VT. IU XaT iO mZ UeeOageɪ

ZeaST, XheO I became mPSe iOTiTUeOU PO beiOg mZTelf, UhaU Uhe cSackT iO PVS SelaUiPOThiQ fPSmed. ​Iɪ
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had XaOUed UP biOd mZ cheTU Xhile XeaSiOg TkiSUT, aOd I XaOUed UP ThaWe mZ head Xhile XeaSiOgɪ

hPPQT. Amma jVTU cPVld OPU VOdeSTUaOd me.ɪ

IU all came UP a head XheO I XaT fifUeeO. "ShakUhi QleaTe,Ǥ The had Tighed, bSVThiOg Uhe lPPTeɪ

TUSaOdT fSPm heS makeThifU bVO. ǣFiSTU ZPVS fPSm UeacheS called UP cPmQlaiO abPVU ZPVS ThaWedɪ

head, aOd OPX ZPV XaOU UP UVSO VQ aU Uhe DeeQaWali familZ gaUheSiOg iO meOǠT clPUheT. CaOǠU ZPV Teeɪ

XhaU PUheST Xill UhiOk? YPVS SelaUiWe​T Xill ​UhiOk iUǠT becaVTe ZPV gSeX VQ XiUh jVTU ZPVS Amma.Ǥɪ

AmmaǠT eZeT XeSe Xeighed dPXO bZ QVSQle bSViTeT VOdeS heS eZeT UhaU maSked heS maOZ laUe OighUɪ

ThifUT aU XPSk. ǣDPOǠU make UhiOgT difficVlU fPS me. JVTU cPPQeSaUe fPS POce,Ǥ The had Taid.ɪ

 SP I cPPQeSaUed. I XeOU POliOe, QVlled PVU TaSi UVUPSialT, leaSOed UP Uie a TaSi bZ mZTelf aOdɪ

UVSOed VQ UP Uhe DeeQaWali gaUheSiOg like a gPPd IOdiaO giSl.ɪ

BVU hPX cPVld I eYQlaiO UP Amma UhaU I kOeX all UPP Xell XhaU PUheST UhPVghU?ɪ

HPX cPVld I eYQlaiO UP Amma Uhe eWeSQSeTeOU diTRVieU iO mZ PXO TkiO becaVTe Pf aOdɪ

deTQiUe UhaU? The biUUeSOeTT aOd Sage UhaU had UakeO PWeS me? HPX cPVld I Uell heS abPVU Uhe giSlT iOɪ

mZ claTT SefVTiOg UP leU a ǣdZkeǤ TiU OeYU UP Uhem, abPVU eaUiOg iO Uhe UPileU alPOe eWeSZ SeceTT? HPXɪ

cPVld I Uell heS abPVU beiOg QVThed PVU Pf Uhe cai faO RVeVe Uhe Xeek befPSe fPS beiOg aO ǣIOdiaOɪ

Ah LiaO XiUh TcaSZ UaUUPPTǤ?ɪ

WiUh eWeSZ aSgVmeOU eOdiOg XiUh VT gPiOg UP bed aOgSZ, Uhe cSackT XideOed VOUil iU becameɪ

aO VOcSPTTable chaTm beUXeeO VT. OOce I UVSOed UhiSUZ-fiWe, I mPWed PVU iOUP mZ PXO Qlace. I hadɪ

beeO fPSced beUXeeO chPPTiOg mZTelf aOd Amma, bVU XhZ did iU haWe UP be UhiT XaZ?ɪɪ

ɪ

Amma aOd I TileOUlZ ciScled Uhe UemQle, iO XhaU XaT a familiaS SPVUiOe UP bPUh Pf VT. IU XaT USadiUiPOɪ

UP alXaZT ​ciScle ​Uhe QSemiTeT UhSice befPSe leaWiOg.ɪɪ

I XPOdeSed if Amma SegSeUUed QSaZiOg UP haWe me. ​HPX maOZ UimeT mVTU The haWe ciScledɪ

Uhe ThSiOe UhaU POe ZeaS iO hPQeT fPS a child? FPS me? ​I kOeX I SeTeOUed Amma eWeSZ Uime I TmeaSedɪ

mZ UaUUPPT XiUh cheaQ fPVOdaUiPO aOd XSeTUled PO a TaSi fPS heS, eWeO UhPVgh I OeWeS UPld heS TP.ɪ

EWeSZ WiTiU made UP heS XaT meaOiOgleTT, eWeSZ clPckXiTe ciScle aSPVOd Uhe UemQle aimleTT. Theɪ

XeighU Pf Uhe VOTQPkeO XPSdT TOVffed PVU aOZ QPUeOUial cPOWeSTaUiPOT, leaWiOg VT iO TVffPcaUiOgɪ

TileOce eWeSZ WiTiU. YeU Amma cPVld OPU leU gP Pf heS affecUiPO fPS me, aOd I cPVld OPU leU gP Pf mZɪ

dVUZ UPXaSdT heS. We XeSe USaQQed iO UhiT hPllPX mPckeSZ Pf a mPUheS-daVghUeS SelaUiPOThiQ,ɪ

QeSfPSmiOg SiUValT XiUhPVU SeaTPO aOd QSaZeST XiUhPVU QieUZ.ɪɪ

Amma claTQed heS haOdT UPgeUheS POe laTU Uime befPSe The TUeQQed PWeS Uhe UhSeThPld Pf Uheɪ

UemQle. The gPldeO bellT PO Uhe gaUe UiOkled TPfUlZ XiUh heS UPVch PO heS XaZ PVU.ɪ
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ǣWill ZPV dSPQ bZ hPme fPS DeeQaWali UhiT ZeaS?Ǥ Amma aTked aT The TliQQed heS TaOdalTɪ

PO.ɪ

ǣMaZbe.Ǥ BVU I kOeX I XPVld OPU.ɪ

ɪ

ɪ

ɪ ɪ
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HPX NaOZ KaOOaHJT NVTU bVSO?ɫ

S ShiWaaOeɪ

ɪ

AU 9, PaSWaUi iT bVllied SeleOUleTTlZɪɪ
fPS cVSlZ, PilZ haiS aOd bSPXO TkiO.ɪ
HeS fPSm UeacheS heaST, TaZT OPUhiOg.ɪ
AU PTM, Mdm TeP UellT heS mPUheS,ɪ
ǣShe OeedT UP Ualk UP heS claTTmaUeT mPSe.Ǥɪɪ
PaSWaUi TXallPXT dPXO a defeOce.ɪɪ
MVm bVZT heS QalkPWa PO Uhe XaZ back.ɪ
ɪ

AU 13, KaOOagi iT ThVU dPXO meScileTTlZ.ɪɪ
HeS VOcleT Uell heS TheǠT UPP lPVd,ɪ
a giSl XPOǠU chaOge Uhe XPSld.ɪ
A ​mmammaǠT ​TUeSO glaSe TileOceT Uhem.ɪ
She TmileT dPXO, KaOOagi beamT VQ.ɪ
GSaOdmPUheS dieT 2 ZeaST laUeS, UPP ZPVOg.ɪ
HeS Amma fPllPXT TPPO afUeS.ɪɪ

ɪ
AU 16, PaSWaUiǠT bPZfSieOd, Zach,ɪ
bSeakT VQ XiUh heS aU a DiO Tai FVOg.ɪ
ǣMZ QaSeOUT dPOǠU like IOdiaOT."ɪɪ
SaZT UhaU aT if UhiT iTOǠU hiT chPice, UPP.ɪ
She SiTeT XPSdleTTlZ, aOd leaWeT.ɪɪ
She caO beaS UhiT heaSUache.ɪ
ɪ

AU 17, KaOOagi iT aU a bSeakiOg QPiOU -ɪ
KPWalaO lPTeT all UheiS mPOeZɪɪ
lVTUiOg afUeS hiT UPP-ZPVOg MadhaWi.ɪ
HeS hVTbaOd lPPkT aU heS XiUh UeaST aOd gVilU.ɪ
She kOPXT UheZǠll PWeScPme UhiT, bVUɪ
caO The beaS aOPUheS heaSUache?ɪ

ɪ
AU 20, PaSWaUi aUUeOdT heS mPUheSǠT fVOeSal.ɪ
She caO heaS Uhe aVOUieT biUchiOg.ɪ
ǣShe mVTU haWe beeO aThamed,ɪ
heS daVghUeS iT OPU IOdiaO eOPVgh.Ǥɪɪ
PaSWaUi decideT The OeedT aO PVUleU.ɪ
ɪ

AU 17, KaOOagi lPTeT heS hVTbaOd.ɪ
KPWalaO, mVSdeSed PO a faUal eSSPS.ɪ
HeS QaUieOce iT PbliUeSaUed.ɪ
TPdaZ, heS TPSSPXT caOOPU be maUched.ɪ
She TUPSmT iOUP Uhe ciUZ.ɪɪ
ɪ
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AU 17, KaOOagi bVSOT MadVSai dPXO.ɪ
ɪ
AU 21, PaSWaUi aVdiUiPOT fPS SilaQQadikaSam.ɪ
ɪ

She cVSTeT UhPTe cPmQliciU.ɪ
ɪ
SheǠT OeWeS SealiTed hPX clPTe iU hiUT hPme.ɪ
ɪɪ

She damOT UheiS aQaUhZ.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
DiSecUPS DaSTh UellT heS UP SelaUe mPSe UP KaOOagi.ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ

She TacSificeT heSTelf UP a beUUeS XPSld.ɪ
ɪ
She glaSeT, feelT a familiaS aOgeS SiTe.ɪ
ɪ

ǣHPX caO I beaS UhiT iOjVTUice?Ǥɪ
ɪɪ

ǣAlmPTU UhPVghU ZPV didOǠU haWe iU iO ZPV.Ǥɪɪ
ɪ

KaOOagi SPaST, haiS flZiOg.ɪ
ɪ

PaSWaUi baSeT heS UeeUh iO a ThaSQ gSiO.ɪ
ɪ

AU 17, KaOOagi dieT bleediOg.ɪɪ
CaSSied UP Uhe heaWeOT, The iT deified.ɪ
HeS defiaOU lPPk mPVlded iOUP TUPOe.ɪ
She TUaOdT, a beacPO Pf jVTUice.ɪ
The mPdeSO XPSld deTceOdT iOUP aOPUheS hell.ɪ

ɪ
AU 22, PaSWaUi fiOiTheT Uhe laTU ThPX.ɪ
SheǠT had bSPXO giSlT cPme VQ UP heS.ɪ
TheZ fiOd cPmfPSU iO heS QeSfPSmaOce.ɪ
She XPOǠU be deified.ɪ
BVU TheǠll dP XhaU The caO.ɪ ɪ
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WJUcI-UP-bFɫ

SaSah BegVmɪ

ɪ

ǣYPV ThPVld Uie ZPVS haiS.Ǥɪ
IUǠT UPP gaSmi, I admiU deTQiUe VOheediOgɪɪ
Uhe XaSOiOgT Dadi haT laid Ǜɪ
miTUakeO fPS meSe midOighUɪɪ
kahaOiZaO UhaU TQPke Pf Uhe dead,ɪ
abPVU a ThadPX TXiOgiOg beUXeeO USeeT,ɪɪ
TUalkiOg aU OighU, bSaOcheT cSeakɪɪ
aT mZ TXeaUZ ThPVldeST TeOTeɪ
hPX Uhe aiS aSPVOd mZ eaST haT gPOe TileOU.ɪ
EYQPTed, I ThPVldǠWe XPSO a jackeU,ɪ
cVSlT USembliOg, aXaiUiOg heS cackle.ɪ
FPS OPU liTUeOiOg,ɪ
TheǠll cPme.ɪ
ɪ
I Xalk PO Uhe SPadTide, eaSQhPOeT QlVgged iO,ɪ
bVU OP TPOg QlaZT. I XaOU UP TeOTe mZ aUUackeSɪɪ
befPSe UheZ feaTU PO mZ TcSeamT,ɪ
jVTU like Uhe figVSe afUeS mZ dSeamT,ɪ
XheO I Xake alPOe afSaid UP UVSO iO mZ bed,ɪ
UhiOkiOg Pf XhaU IǠd dP if mZ Oame XaT calledɪɪ
iO beUXeeO Uhe 3am UickiOg aOd TcSaUchiOgɪ
I ThiOe mZ eZeT, iO Uhe aOdheSaɪ
like a UPSchlighU aTkiOg,ɪ ǣKaVO haiO XahaO?Ǥɪ
ɪ
I am a lPPk-PWeS-Uhe-ThPVldeS XaUcheS,ɪ
XhaU if I feel a bSeaUh, aaSe kZa kaSPPO?ɪɪ
ShPVld I check? Will The fPllPX me?ɪ
The POe aVOUieT TQeak abPVU almPTU UPP TPfUlZ,ɪ
XiUh aOkleT UVSOed aOd fSee UP SPamɪ
dPOǠU TUaSe abPWe TUSeeU lighUTɪɪ
flickeSiOg all Uhe XaZ hPme,ɪ
chVQa Sahi hai iO fSaOgiQaOi USeeT,ɪɪ
eQiUPme Pf aOUi-meO Ǜ deceaTed,ɪɪ
TcPSOed bZ heS lPWeS,ɪɪ
bVU TPmePOe like me, aO OUheSɪ
XeǠWe beeO UaVghU UP feaSɪ
if Xe Xalk VOdeS SVTUliOg leaWeTɪ
Uhe TXeeU Tmell deceiWeT,ɪɪ
a UeSSPS UhaU OP POeɪɪ
eWeS TeeTɪ
cPmiOg,ɪ

ɪɪ
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TPmebPdZǠT cPmiOgɪ
ɪɪ
ɪ
ɪ
a maO XalkT UPXaSdT me iO Uhe diTUaOce,ɪ
TXP hPSSPST,ɪ

IǠm iO Uhe middleɪ
aTkiOg mZTelf, Xhich Pf Uhe UXP TcaSeT me mPSe?ɪ

ɪ
A ChVdail iO Uhe daSkOeTT,ɪ
a SeQeaUed lPSeɪ

                          PS a QTeVdP MajOV,ɪɪ
XeǠWe beeO faVlUed UP lVSeɪ

ɪ
ǣShPVldOǠU leU ZPVS haiS lPPTe XheO iUǠT laUe!Ǥɪ
I dPOǠU UhiOk a ChVdail Xill be Uhe POlZ POeɪɪ
ZaOkiOg mZ lPckT, UeaTiOg mZ chPiceɪ
fPS dSeTTiOg VOQSPUecUed, TXallPXiOg mZ WPiceɪ
hPX eaTZ UP SecPgOiTe a XPmaO iO Uhe SaaU,ɪ
haiS iO Uhe XiOd aOd hiQT iOWiUiOgɪ
Uhe meO XhP Xalk bZ me UP TiOgɪ
ɪ
IǠd eYQecU a cSeeQZ laVgh fSPm HeS,ɪ
haWiOg USaWelled faS fSPm Uhe gaVOɪ
UP Uhe HDBT Pf SiOgaQPSeɪ
cSied heSTelf UP Uhe ThPSeɪ
dZed heS heOOa khamee[ɪɪ
heS dVQaUUa XhiUeɪ
diSU-bSaided haiS VOUaOgledɪ
iO aOPUheSǠT fSighUɪ
DadiǠT aOd AUUaǠT UaleT SeVOiUeɪ
fPS maUeSOal UPOgVeT UP XSiUeɪ
TPOgT UhaU ChVdail, aOd heS TiTUeS Cik PPOɪɪ
had POce hammeSed aOd Oailed UP UheiS headT,ɪ
haVOUed bZ Pld TaZiOgT: BeXaSe Pf WPmeOɪ
(XhP SVle Uhe OighU iO QlaceT XheSe XeǠSe UPld Xe caOOPU),ɪ
hVTh Ǜɪ
ɪ
TPmePOeǠT cPmiOg.ɪ
ɪ ɪ
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KFMMZɫ

ShaOUhiOi SelWaSajaOɪ

ɪ

IU XaT a XaSm aOd XiOdleTT OighU, Uhe ThaSQ XhiUe Pf Uhe mPPO a glaSiOg cPOUSaTU agaiOTU Uhe deeQɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

black TkZ. The XiOdiOg TUSeUch Pf TelPk AZeS XaT iOWiUiOgǛOePO lighUT PO Uhe TigObPaSdT Pf baSTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

flaThiOg eYUSa bSighU, daSiOg QePQle UP eOUeS, UP eYQlPSe.ɪ

KellZ XaUched aT QePQle TlPXlZ filUeSed iO aOd PVU Pf Uhe RVieU, OPOdeTcSiQU baS The XaTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TileOUlZ TeaUed aU. ThiT baS XaT cleaSlZ leTT QPQVlaS UhaO Uhe PUheST alPOg Uhe TUSeUch; iU XaT baSelZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

filled XiUh QaUSPOT. HeS ga[e TXeQU acSPTT Uhe baS, UakiOg iO iUT eOUiSeUZǛUhe mildlZ PVUdaUedɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

medieWal-lPPkiOg iOUeSiPS decPS, Uhe faiOU Tmell Pf gSeaTe fSPm baS TOackT, Uhe begiOOiOgT Pf fSeThɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

mPVld PO Uhe UPQ cPSOeST Pf Uhe XallT. HeS eZeT UheO QaSked PO aO Pdd QaiOUiOg UhaU XaT aUUached UPɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

a Xall iO Uhe midTecUiPO Pf Uhe baS. IU XaT gaSiThlZ beaVUifVlǛbPld TUSPkeT Pf cSimTPO TQlaUUeSedɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

acSPTT Uhe caOWaT aT a demPOic face TUaSed TUSaighU back aU heS. She felU dSaXO UP iU, lPTiOg heSTelf iOɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Uhe eOUiUZǠT TPVlleTT eZeT.ɪ

JVTU UheO, heS UhPVghUT XeSe iOUeSSVQUed bZ aO allVSiOg WPice, a WPice UhaU TigOalled ZeaST Pfɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

SefiOed cPOfideOce aOd chaSiTma.ɪ

ǣHi UheSe, aSe ZPV KellZ?Ǥɪ

She glaOced VQ aU Uhe haOdTPme face TUaSiOg back aU heS UhaU had a milliPO-dPllaS Tmileɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

QlaTUeSed PO. She iOhaled deeQlZ, fPSciOg heSTelf UP TOaQ back UP SealiUZ befPSe geUUiOg VQ UP Thakeɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

haOdT XiUh Uhe VOkOPXO.ɪɪ

ǣYPV mVTU be KaOOaO! SPSSZ abPVU Uhe cPld aOd clammZ haOdT. FeeliOg TPme OeSWeT, Iɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TVQQPTe. Nice UP meeU ZPV, aOZXaZ.Ǥɪ

IO SeTQPOTe, he XiOked aU heS, iOTUaOUaOePVTlZ lighUiOg VQ Uhe XhPle baS, eleWaUiOg Uheɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TVbQaS iOUeSiPS aOd makiOg UhaU gaSiTh, WiPleOU QaiOUiOg a diTUaOU memPSZ.ɪ

ǣDPOǠU XPSSZ abPVU iU! I XPVldO'U blame ZPV. YPVǠSe OPU Uhe fiSTU giSl UP haWe beeO OeSWPVTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

UP gP PO a daUe XiUh me, ZPV kOPX?Ǥ he half-jPked.ɪ

She felU TPmeUhiOg TUiS iO heS, a hVOgeS Pf TPSUT. AT if PO cVe, The cPVld heaS Uhe begiOOiOgɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Pf TPfU SVmbleT emeSgiOg fSPm heS TUPmach. She TUaSed aXkXaSdlZ aU him aT The leU PVU aO aiSZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

laVgh. ǣShall Xe PSdeS?Ǥɪ

ǣYeT, QleaTe. IǠm TUaSWiOg. LeUǠT TUaSU XiUh XiOe? ASe ZPV feeliOg Sed PS XhiUe? WhaUǠT ZPVSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

QSefeSeOce?Ǥɪ
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KellZ UPPk a mPmeOU UP leU UhaU RVeTUiPO TiOk iO. IU XaT a TimQle RVeTUiPO aOd PO aOZ PUheSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

daZ, The XPVld haWe aOTXeSed UhaU RVeTUiPO iO a heaSUbeaU, bVU UheSe XaT TPmeUhiOg abPVU Uheɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

hVmid aiS UPOighU. She cPVld heaS Uhe gSPXlT fSPm heS TUPmach gSPXiOg lPVdeS.ɪ

ǣIǠd lPWe TPme XhiUe. FeelT QVSeS. IǠWe OeWeS beeO a faO Pf Uhe Sed TUVff.Ǥɪ

She XaT meU XiUh a XeighUed QaVTe, Xhich made heS XPOdeS if he had miTTed XhaU The Taid.ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

WaT The QeShaQT UPP RVieU UP be heaSd? WaT The UPP meek? All Uhe bPZT The had daUed QSeWiPVTlZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Teemed UP UhiOk TP. TheZ had made heS feel bPUh hZQeS-WiTible aOd iOWiTible TimVlUaOePVTlZ, WiTVallZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

VOdSeTTiOg heS XiUh UheiS leeSZ TUaSeT Xhile cPOTUaOUlZ UalkiOg PWeS heS.ɪɪ

JVTU aT The XaT abPVU UP SeTUaUe heS chPice Pf XiOe, KaOOaO SeTQPOded. ǣHmm, leUǠT dP Sed.ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

IǠm kiOd Pf feeliOg UhaU.Ǥɪ

She XaT TP TVSe Pf iU OPX. ThiT Xild cSaWiOg TUiSSiOg aU Uhe WeSZ cPSe Pf heSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

beiOgǛmeUicVlPVTlZ bPiliOg Xhile QaUieOUlZ XaiUiOg UP eSVQU. She Tmiled QPliUelZ back aU him,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

SeadjVTUiOg heS haOdT PO heS laQ aT he QSPceeded UP TOaQ hiT fiOgeST UP geU Uhe XaiUeSǠT aUUeOUiPO.ɪ

ɪ

The SeTU Pf Uhe daUe XaT a ha[Z, VOQPliThed blVS. TPQicT SaOged fSPm daUiOg eYQecUaUiPOT UP familieT,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

RViSkZ UaTUeT iO mVTic, aOd eWeO UPVchZ QPliUical iTTVeT. CPOWeSTaUiPO flPXed fSeelZ PVU Pf KaOOaO,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TUSiOgT Pf Xell-cPOTUSVcUed XPSdT aOd TeOUeOceT QPVSiOg PVU Pf hiT chaSiTmaUic mPVUh. ThiT XaT aɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

maO TeaTPOed iO Uhe aSU Pf aQQeaSiOg UP kOPX eWeSZUhiOg aU POce. NPUhiOg eTcaQed hiT PQiOiPO.ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

KellZ RVieUlZ abTPSbed Uhe eOdleTT TUSeam Pf cPmmeOUT UaSgeUiOg heS fSPm all diSecUiPOT aT The TaUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TUeXiOg iO heS PXO TileOce aOd dPiOg XhaU The did beTUǛTmiliOg QPliUelZ back aU meO. She XaTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

SaWeOPVT OPX; Uhe SVmbliOg deeQ XiUhiO heS cPSe had OPX UVSOed iOUP baOgiOg, aT if TcSeamiOg fPSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

SeleaTe.ɪ

She OPUiced UhaU UheSe XeSe a cPVQle Pf Qi[[a TliceT lefU fSPm XheO UheZ had PSdeSed diOOeS.ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

The Qi[[a iUTelf XaT mediPcSe, TlighUlZ bVSOU aSPVOd Uhe edgeT, TPggZ iO Uhe middle, aOd UPQQed XiUhɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TPme VOkOPXO cheeTe UhaU lefU a biUUeS UaTUe iO heS mPVUh. She had alSeadZ eaUeO heS ThaSe Pf Uheɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Qi[[a, bVU PddlZ, The TUill felU emQUZ iOTide. She Seached fPS Uhe lefUPWeS Qi[[a TliceT aOd USaOTfeSSedɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Uhem all UP heS diOOeS QlaUe.ɪ

ǣDamO, UhaU'T imQSeTTiWe. YPV TVSe dP eaU a lPU fPS a giSl.Ǥɪ

NPU Uhe fiSTU Uime The had heaSd UhaU PO a fiSTU daUe. The beaTU SeTidiOg iO heS TUPmach bSPkeɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

fSee UheO, diTmaOUliOg Uhe XallT UhaU iU XaT TP QaiOTUakiOglZ cPOUaiOed iO. She XPlfed dPXO Uhe laTUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

feX SemaiOiOg TliceT Pf cPld Qi[[a, a fVUile aUUemQU aU TaUiaUiOg Uhe beaTU. WiUh cSVmbT dPUUiOg heSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

XiOe-TUaiOed liQT, The Tmiled QPliUelZ aU him.ɪ
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ǣNPX UhaU Uhe fPPdǠT PVU Pf Uhe XaZ aOd XeǠSe PVU Pf XiOe, XPVld ZPV like UP cPme back UPɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

mZ Qlace?Ǥ The aTked, heS eZeT gliOUiOg VOdeS Uhe dim, TVlUSZ lighUT Pf Uhe baS.ɪ

FPS a TQliU TecPOd, KaOOaO gSeX WiTiblZ eYciUed aU UhaU iOWiUiOg SeRVeTU, like a dPg UeaTed XiUhɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

QSPmiTeT Pf QlVmQ, jVicZ USeaUT. He immediaUelZ SeWeSUed back UP hiT TeemiOglZ calm aOd cPPlɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

diTQPTiUiPO, aT he USied UP Thake Pff hiT embaSSaTTiOg eYciUemeOU.ɪ

ǣIOdiaO giSlT iO SiOgaQPSe dPOǠU eWeS dP UhiT, bVU I gVeTT ZPVǠSe diffeSeOU. Had a gPPd feeliOgɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

abPVU ZPV XheO I Xalked iOUP UhiT baS.Ǥ He gSabbed hiT cSediU caSd aOd Qlaced iU PO Uhe bill Uabɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

befPSe TOaQQiOg hiT fiOgeST back aU Uhe XaiUeS POce agaiO.ɪ

ǣLeUǠT gSab TPme cheaQ WPdka aOd head back UP ZPVS Qlace. Tell ZPV XhaUǛIǠll bSiOg mZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

MaTeSaUi SPVOd fSPOU, Qick VQ TVQQlieT fSPm 7-EleWeO, aOd cPme back heSe UP Qick ZPV VQ. JVTU XaiUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

fPS me aU Uhe eOUSaOce.Ǥɪ

ǣGSab me aO egg Talad TaOdXich UPP, XPOǠU ZPV? IǠll meeU ZPV PVU fSPOU.Ǥ KellZ had a gPPdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

feeliOg abPVU UPOighU.ɪ

ɪ

SmPPUh VSbaO beaUT flPPded KellZǠT dimlZ liU SPPm XheSe Uhe mid-ceOUVSZ flPSal XallQaQeS XaTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

iOUeSmiUUeOUlZ PbTcVSed bZ iOceOTe TmPke TeOTVallZ XafUiOg UhSPVgh Uhe aiS. KaOOaO XaT QeSched POɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

a deeQ QlVm aSmchaiS iO Uhe fVSUheTU cPSOeS, TlPXlZ TcaOOiOg Uhe SPPm fPS all iUT RViSkZ deUailT. HiTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

eZeT laOded PO aO abTUSacU QaiOUiOg iO Uhe middle Pf Uhe Xall, a QlaiO XhiUe caOWaT WiPleOUlZ TUSeakedɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

XiUh TUaSk cSimTPO, TP TUaSk UhaU iU almPTU SeTembled-ɪ

ǣHeZ, made VT TPme BlPPdZ MaSZT. ThiT ThPVld maTk Uhe gaTPliOe-like UaTUe Pf cheaQɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

WPdka,Ǥ KellZ Taid, iOUeSSVQUiOg hiT UhPVghUT.ɪɪ

Relief XaThed PWeS him aU Uhe UhPVghU Pf gSeaUeS iOUPYicaUiPO aOd Uhe iOUeSeTUiOg XaZT iOɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Xhich Uhe OighU cPVld VOfPld. He TlPXlZ TiQQed Uhe cPOcPcUiPO aT he fVSUiWelZ PbTeSWed KellZ iO heSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

eOUiSeUZ. FSPm heS TXeeU heaSU-ThaQed face, TQaSkliOg almPOd eZeT, aOd delicaUe Oeck, UP heS fVllɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

bSeaTUT, Tlim XaiTU aOd eOdleTTlZ lPOg legT. He felU himTelf gSPXliOg TlighUlZ haSd aT he Xilled himTelfɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

UP TUPQ ThameleTTlZ TUaSiOg. He TQPUUed UVfUT Pf haiS PO heS legT aT Xell, bVU OPUhiOg TPme UiQT POɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

XaYiOg XPVld OPU TPlWe.ɪ

JVTU aT KaOOaO XaT abPVU UP iOch UPXaSdT heS UP kiTT heS PO heS TeemiOglZ TPfU aOd fVll liQT,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

he felU a Xild di[[iOeTT Uake SPPU iO him. IU TQSaOg PVU Pf OPXheSe, TeUUliOg deeQ iO hiT beiOg,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TQSeadiOg UhSPVgh hiT OVmb limbT UP Seach Uhe WeSZ eYUSemiUieT Pf hiT bPdZ. A lPVd ThaUUeSiOg TPVOdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

fPllPXed; he had aOYiPVTlZ dSPQQed hiT cPckUail glaTT. KaOOaO immediaUelZ clVUched hiT QPVOdiOgɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

head aOd fell UP hiT kOeeT.ɪ
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PV[[led, he lPPked VQ aU KellZ, POlZ UP fiOd heS TmiliOg aU him. She OPX lPPked UalleS UhaOɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

befPSe, UPXeSiOg PWeS him aT heS QPliUe Tmile mPSQhed iOUP a Xild aOd maOic gSiO. She XaT TUaSUiOgɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

UP lPPk VOhiOged, Xhich UeSSified KaOOaO, aT he bSPke PVU iO cPld TXeaU.ɪɪ

He UheO TQPUUed TPmeUhiOg gliTUeOiOg iO heS QalmǛaO Pld, TeSSaUed kOife UhaU had WiTibleɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TQPUT aOd TUSeakT Pf cSimTPO PO iU. A kOife UhaU aQQeaSed UP haWe TeeO UPP mVch, UhaU Teemed UPɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

cPOUaiO all Uhe aOgeS aOd WiPleOce iO Uhe XPSld XiUhiO iU. He cPVld feel Uhe heaWZ bVSdeO Pf UhaUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

kOife. PaOic TeeQed UhSPVgh eWeSZ iOch Pf KaOOaO aT hiT caQUiWe bPdZ cSaThed POUP Uhe haSdXPPdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

flPPS. KellZ QVSQPTefVllZ TUSPde UPXaSdT him, SaiTiOg heS kOife XiUh TVch cPOWicUiPO, befPSe TXifUlZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

iOUSPdVciOg KaOOaO UP a XPSld Pf eYcSVciaUiOg QaiO.ɪ

ɪ

IU XaT TlighUlZ QaTU 2 a.m, aT KellZ TaU PO Uhe OPX blPPdTUaiOed QlVm aSmchaiS. She XaT haSd aU XPSkɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

PO heS laUeTU aSU iOTUallaUiPO, addiOg a OeX Qiece UP Uhe cPllecUiPO, SefiOiOg eWeSZ liUUle bVmQ aOdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

OPPk PO iU all Xhile OibbliOg PO Uhe cheaQ aOd PWeSlZ mVThZ egg Talad TaOdXich. She fiOallZ felUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

TaUiaUed fPS Uhe OighU.ɪ

She Tighed iO Selief aT The XeaWed heS TeXiOg Oeedle UP clPTe VQ Uhe fiOal TUiUch iO heS aSUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

Qiece. She XaT fiOallZ dPOe. GSacefVllZ TUaOdiOg VQ, The Xalked PWeS UP Uhe giaOU miSSPS iO heS clPTeUɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

UP Uake a lPPk aU Uhe beaVUZ The had aTTembled.ɪ

ɪ

TheSe The TUPPd cPmQleUelZ Oaked, all decked PVU iO heS fiOeTU jeXelT, Uhe cVSWeT Pf heS bPdZɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

acceOUVaUed bZ all UhaU bSilliaOU, ThimmeSiOg gPld. CaSefVllZ Qlaced aSPVOd heS Oeck XaT a gSaOdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

gaSlaOd Pf TeWeSed bSPXO male headT TUSVOg UPgeUheS XiUh Uhe mPTU QPXeSfVl adheTiWeT, aOdɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

UaTUefVllZ embalmed XiUh QSeciTiPO. A belU Pf TeWeSed bSPXO aSmT XaT TimilaSlZ hPPked aSPVOd heSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

XaiTU. The gaSlaOd ThPOe XiUh a WalPVS Pf TPSUT, like a TZmbPl Pf WicUPSZ iO baUUle. She beamed aU heSɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

cSeaUiPO, aT Uhe faceT PO heS gaSlaOd TUaSed back XiUh feaS eUched PO Uhem QeSmaOeOUlZ. TheSe XaTɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

NaWiO, DiOeTh, PSabhV, aOdǩ XhaUT-hiT-face. ThPTe XeSe TPme memPSable fiSTU daUeT.ɪɪ

ThSPVgh Uhe miSSPS, The OPUiced KaOOaOǠT decaQiUaUed bPdZ SeTUiOg lifeleTTlZ PO Uhe flPPS,ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

jVTU a feX meUSeT behiOd heS. She ThVffled backXaSdT VOUil The XaT TUaOdiOg jVTU iO fSPOU Pf him. Sheɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

cPOfideOUlZ Qlaced POe fPPU PO hiT OPX cPld aOd limQ bPdZ. UOimagiOable QPXeS TVSged UhSPVghɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

heS WeiOT, aT all XaT SighU XiUh Uhe XPSld POce agaiO.ɪ

SPPO afUeS, UhiT Xild aOd SaciOg QPXeS deTceOded iOUP a TXeeU USaORViliUZ, POe XheSe lPWeɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ ɪ

aOd Qeace SeTided.ɪ
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She SemPWed heS gaSlaOd aOd Qlaced iU PO heS TUVdZ deTk aT The gSabbed heS iPhPOe UhaU XaTɪ

QlVgged iOUP a chaSgiOg PVUleU. She UheO Qicked VQ heS VOfiOiThed dSiOk, TaU back PO heS aSmchaiSɪ

aOd PQeOed Uhe TiOdeS aQQlicaUiPO PO heS QhPOe UP begiO TXiQiOg POce agaiO. If POlZ The cPVld fiOdɪ

TPmePOe UP RVell heS WPSaciPVT aQQeUiUe POce aOd fPS all.ɪ ɪ
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Where I grew up, there stands          a hill. My friends

Its name conjures flesh-hungry fish and banana stems. taught me to

The cleverness of  a boy and the conceit         of  a king, wear only red

the short- underwear on

lived triumph exam days

of  a David to win over

whose Lady Luck:

When Ma Kali awakens they say the blood flows like the Ganges—such is her power, they

told me to watch for the scarlet that stains her wagging tongue. She was always

my favourite goddess even if  she was coloured like the night, not to be loved but feared.

story starring the soil

a hooded girl and then

and a wolf, centuries

I was thankful later the

our jungles           imaginations of  credulous primary school

housed only        children, like eight year old me who was shocked

local predators.                 to dig under the grass and find remnants of  red.

Red 
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ɪ

CPOUSJbVUPSTɫ

ɫ
ɫ
GaZaUSJ BaMaTVbSaNaOJaOɫ

ɪ

GaZaUSi iT a cVSSeOU VOdeSgSadVaUe aU NUS aOd a fiSTU-Uime XSiUeS.ɪ
AlUhPVgh The haT alXaZT beeO a SeadeS, The haT Qicked VQ SiOgliUɪ
iO SeceOU ZeaST aOd haT beeO gSeaUlZ iOTQiSed bZ Uhe maOZɪ
SiOgaQPSeaO IOdiaO XSiUeST XhP haWe caSWed a TQace fPS UheiSɪ
ideOUiUieT iO Uhe SiOgaQPSe liUeSaUVSe TQheSe. HaWiOg WiTiUedɪ
UemQleT QleOUZ, The alXaZT UhPVghU UheSe XaT a RVeeS UilU UPɪ
ShiWaOǠT mZUhPlPgZ, aOd iT haQQZ UP haWe had Uhe PQQPSUVOiUZ UPɪ
eYQlPSe UhiT idea UhSPVgh MahPgaOZ. IO heS fSee Uime, The daOceTɪ
TUSeeU ja[[ aOd SeadT.ɪ

ɫ
SaSaI FaSIFFOTIaI BFHVNɫ

ɪ

SaSah FaSheeOThah BegVm XSiUeT fSPm Uhe middle Pf aɪ
NPSUh-SPVUh IOdiaO magOeU. WiUh heS eYQeSieOceT Pf mVlUiQleɪ
cPOflicUiOg aOd PWeSlaQQiOg QaSUT Pf XhaU The TeeT aOd feelT, Theɪ
XSiUeT fPS heSTelf, heS QaTU TelWeT, aOd Uhe XaZ heS fVUVSe imagiOeTɪ
iUTelf, XheUheS cPOUiOVPVT PS iO QaVTe.ɪ
ɪ

ɫ
KJSaO KaVS DIaMJXaMɫ

ɪ

KiSaO ideOUifieT aT a SiOgaQPSeaO-Sikh XPmaO iO a highlZɪ
fSacUVSed glPbal PSdeS; big UhiOgT like lPWe, lPTT, ZeaSOiOg aOdɪ
belPOgiOg PccVQZ heS miOd 24/7. She TQeOdT heS fSee Uimeɪ
cVSaUiOg mPPd-TQecific, eTPUeSic QlaZliTUT. CVSSeOUlZ XPSkiOg PO aɪ
QPeUSZ-memPiS hZbSid, The hPQeT UP cPmQleUe iU befPSe The fiOdTɪ
heSTelf eligible fPS Uhe TiOgleT HDB Tcheme.ɪ
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ɫ

TFTTa KaVSɫɫ

ɪ

TeTTa KaVS iT aO iOheSeOUlZ Bad PVOjabi GiSl bZ WiSUVe Pf beiOgɪ
half-ChiOeTe. She iT eYUSemelZ TQice-iOUPleSaOU, eTTeOUiallZɪ
mPOPliOgVal, aOd QSefeST UP be hPSi[POUal PO heS bed aT mVch aTɪ
QPTTible. She haT jVTU hiU heS RVaSUeS-life cSiTiT.ɪ

ɫ
ALaTI MaUUVQaMMJɫ

ɪ

HaWiOg liWed iO fPVS cPVOUSieT, TUVdied iO OiOe TchPPlT, aOd TeSWedɪ
NaUiPOal SeSWice iO a cPVOUSZ he XaTOǠU bPSO iO, AkaTh TUaSUed UPɪ
XSiUe aU Uhe age Pf fifUeeO UP geU iOUP gSiQT XiUh hiT ideOUiUZ. IO Uheɪ
fVUVSe, he XiTheT UP QVSTVe EOgiOeeSiOg iO Uhe US aOd cPOUiOVeɪ
XSiUiOg aT a TeSiPVT hPbbZ.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ
ɪɪ
ɪ

ɫ
PSaUZVTIa MVLIFSKFFɫ

ɪ PSaUZVTha MVkheSjee fiSTU delWed iOUP QPeUSZ dVSiOg heS iUiOeSaOUɪ
childhPPd, afUeS Xhich The TeUUled iOUP Uhe iTlaOd OaUiPO The OPXɪ
callT hPme. She SeadT UP Sile heSTelf VQ aOd XSiUeT UP calm heSTelfɪ
dPXO, aOd iT iOcaQable Pf liTUeOiOg UP a TPOg XiUhPVU TUSaiOiOg UPɪ
PWeSaOalZTe iUT lZSicT.ɪɪ

ɫ

ɫ

ɫ

ɫ
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ɫ

S SIJWaaOFɫ

ɪ

ShiWaaOe iT a 21-ZeaS-Pld Tamil-MalaZali XPmaO QVSTViOg heSɪ
AOUhSPQPlPgZ degSee. She iT QaTTiPOaUe abPVU amQlifZiOg SPVUhɪ
IOdiaO WPiceT aOd iT figVSiOg PVU hPX beTU The caO dP UhaU. WheOɪ
TheǠT OPU aOOPZiOg OeighbPVST XiUh 4am TiOgiOg, ZPV caO fiOd heSɪ
XaUchiOg bPPUlegT PS PWeSThaSiOg PO TPcial media.ɪɪ
ɪ

ɫ
SIaOUIJOJ SFMWaSaKaOɫ

ɪ

ShaO iT a SeTeaScheS bZ daZ, aOd aO aWid SeddiUPS bZ OighU. HeSɪ
SeTeaSch iOUeSeTUT iOclVde Sace, eUhOiciUZ, SeligiPO, Sacial SelaUiPOTɪ
aOd TPcial cPheTiPO, aOd The haT TeWeSal QVbliThed XPSkT. Sheɪ
eOjPZT SeadiOg ficUiPO, XSiUiOg QPeUSZ aOd biOgiOg PO aOime iO heSɪ
fSee Uime.ɪ
ɪ
ɪ

ɫ
AOJUUIa TIaOabaMaOɫ

ɪ

AOiUUhaǠT debVU OPWel, ​TIF LJHIUT TIaU FJOd UT, ​XaT QVbliThed iOɪ
2018. EffPSUT UP keeQ heSTelf aOd heS dPg aliWe iOclVde fSeelaOceɪ
XSiUiOg aOd UVUPSiOg EOgliTh LiUeSaUVSe. AOiUUha iT cVSSeOUlZɪ
XPSkiOg PO heS TecPOd OPWel.ɪ
ɪ

ɪ
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