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Thank you for your interest in exploring a call to ordained ministry in the Anglican Diocese in New 

England.  We have prepared this simple overview and outline of the ordination process to help you 

understand our process as well as the qualities we are looking for in an ordination candidate.  This 

process applies to those who have not been previously ordained in another denomination.  Those 

who have been previously ordained should contact the Canon to the Ordinary to discuss the process 

for ordination in those circumstances.  

  

OVERVIEW 

The Anglican Diocese in New England is a family of churches united in Word, Spirit, Sacrament and 

Mission, and committed to the Reawakening of New England.  We are seeking missional leaders who 

have the character, gifting, and deep commitment necessary to exercise fruitful gospel ministry in post-

Christendom New England. 

 

The canons of the Anglican Church in North America (ACNA) outline the requirements for those 

who are to be ordained into Holy Orders.  God's call on an individual is confirmed through His body, 

the Church, through which Jesus Christ strengthens, confirms, and grows the various gifts among us, 

including those of leadership. The Anglican Diocese in New England's Ordination Process is designed 

to help you and the Diocese discern if indeed you are called to be a vocational Deacon or a Priest. 

This process will also help identify your gifts, strengths, issues to address, and any further need for 

training, education, and direction for ministry. 

The diocesan bishop makes the final determination whether an individual should be ordained into 

Holy Orders in our diocese and has established the following process for discerning those called to 

that ministry.    Only after you have moved through the first steps and have been recommended as a 

candidate for ordination by the assigned diocesan leaders, will you meet with the bishop to discuss 

your call.   

The discernment process begins for each candidate not previously ordained in another denomination 

(including those who have a seminary degree) by participating in Praxis, our formation cohorts that 
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allow us to get to know you and equip you for missional leadership  https://adne.org/praxis. 

Participants in the Praxis Journeys will join a cohort of other potential missional leaders for the 

ADNE, engage in active ministry, and receive training and formation under the supervision of our 

diocesan leadership development team.  In the course of those Journeys, your readiness for ordination, 

including all the requirements of ordinands according  to the ACNA canons,  will be assessed by that 

team. Your Praxis experience will be lived out in your ministry context.    

While we do not necessarily require a Masters in Divinity degree, it is important that those licensed 

for ordained ministry have a thorough understanding of Christian theology and related topics as set 

out in the ACNA canons.  In addition to theological competency, we want to see that you have 

demonstrated an ability to lead and equip others for missional ministry.     

Because ADNE seeks to focus on church planting and multiplying apprentices to Jesus in kingdom 

living, we ordain people who are called to start churches or to work in a substantive, paid role in a 

growing local church.  Such candidates will possess these attributes: 

● Character and the lifelong pursuit of spiritual transformation through apprenticeship to 

Jesus, as the core of their life 

● Competency: a proven track of fruitful ministry (based on the testimony of others) 

● Calling: a clear purpose, people to serve and place to work 

● Alignment to core ADNE values: Word, Spirit, Sacrament and Mission and a the Re-

Awakening of New England 

● A place to work/serve 

The work of discerning an individual’s call to ordained ministry and the subsequent formation 

necessary for ordination is a process, and it takes time.  While that can be frustrating, the experience 

of the church over centuries shows clearly the critical importance of proper preparation before 

ordaining someone to the sacred ministry. 

The first step in the process is to request and submit an application for a Journey 1 Cohort- 

https://adne.org/praxisapplication. For those admitted into the Journey, the discernment of a calling 
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to ordination will involve your involvement in the Journeys, the diocesan Council of Canons (COC), 

and, ultimately, the bishop. The process of discernment continues as you move through the Journeys, 

with the final decision to ordain made upon the completion of Journeys 1 and 2, as well as successful 

completion of your canonical reflection papers. 

If the decision is made to place you on the ordination track, you will be assigned an ordination mentor 

from among the COC, meet regularly with a spiritual director, complete child protection training, and 

submit to a background check and medical and psychological examinations. You will also be assigned 

any academic coursework and/or reading necessary to prepare you to meet the competency 

requirements of ACNA canons. 
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Outline of the Process 

● Application to Praxis/Journeys program (“Journeys”). https://adne.org/praxisapplication, 

including sense of call, references, and certificates of baptism and confirmation (if 

confirmed), resume, and academic transcripts. Candidate signs ACNA Core  Purpose, 

Vision, and Values and signs assent to Fundamental Declarations of the Province   

● Candidate and program leader agree the candidate may have a call to ordained ministry. 

●  Candidate meets with the Council of Canons  (COC) for assessment of calling, gifting and 

character. 

● COC recommends to bishop that candidate should be placed on ordination track. 

● Candidate then meets with Bishop for his determination whether candidate should be placed 

on ordination track. 

● Once approved for the ordination track, candidate is assigned an ordination mentor from 

among COC, meets regularly with a spiritual director, is assigned any additional reading to 

meet requirements of ACNA canons, and moves on to Journey 2. 

● Candidate completes Ministry Safe training and submits to an Oxford background check and 

medical and psychological examinations at candidate’s expense. 

● Candidate completes assigned course work and reading. 

●  Bishop determines candidate’s deployment, e.g. curacy. 

●  Candidate submits papers on the nine topics required by Title  III, Canon 4,   Sec. 2 of the 

ACNA Canons. 

●  The candidate is interviewed/examined by COC.  
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●  Following the examination, the COC makes a recommendation to the bishop whether 

candidate is ready to be ordained. 

●  Upon receipt of the COC’s recommendation, the bishop makes the final determination 

whether and the order to which candidate is to be ordained. 

 

 

 


