
 
What: Request for Qualifications (RFQ) from interested artists 

Images: Minimum 5; Maximum 10 

Entry Deadline: January 8, 2021 

Budget: $9,500 

The Mount Vernon Area Arts Council is seeking qualifications from artists for exterior artwork to be 
installed into the South Alley “Pocket Park” located on Main Street in downtown Mount Vernon. Area 
artists are encouraged to submit qualifications. 

 

Background 

The Mount Vernon-Lisbon Community Development Corporation (CDC) is spearheading the installation 
of a pocket park in the south alley between two storefronts on the First Street corridor in downtown 
Mount Vernon, Iowa. The park will include three raised platforms, each with table and chairs as well as 
chalk boards for children’s activities. A metal archway and overhead lighting are also part of the plan. 

The Mount Vernon Area Arts Council (MVAAC) is requesting RFQ’s for an artwork to be installed on the 
west side wall of the alley.  

Description of Opportunity 

Project Goals. The selected artist(s) will create artwork that will enhance the pocket park and speak to 
the City’s history, dedication to arts & culture and its citizenry. Last year the State’s Iowa Arts Council 
designated Mount Vernon’s First Street corridor as an official Cultural & Entertainment District.  

Overall themes within the park will include unity, inclusivity, and a welcoming place for all. The artwork 
will be site specific but is not limited to a particular medium. However, the artwork cannot be applied 
directly to the building’s surface and must be installed with attachment points.  

Prospective artists are encouraged to view the space as well as review the architect’s streetscape 
drawings (attached).  

Budget.  The budget for the artwork may not exceed $9,500, including design, fabrication, 
transportation and installation. Overhead lighting in the alley is part of the construction budget; any 
additional lighting related to the art should be addressed within the indicated budget.  

 

Review Process 

A selection panel will review qualifications for the project and select two finalists to illustrate their 
concepts through drawings and interview. The final selected artist or artist team will be asked to fully 



develop the concept and present their idea to the selection panel that includes both MVAAC and the 
Pocket Park committee. Selected artists will receive $250 for their concepting and presentation.  

Selection Criteria 

▪ Artistic excellence as demonstrated by past work  

▪ Understanding of the project and ability to create artwork that responds to the goals of the project 

▪ Ability to meet the project timeline 

 

Anticipated Timeline 

Deadline for submittal of qualifications January 8, 2021 

Review applications and select finalists January 20, 2021 

Finalist’s concepts and interviews February 1, 2021 

Artist proposal due to committee March 1, 2021 

Approval of artist proposal March 15, 2021 

Installation completed April 24, 2021 

 

Submission Requirements 

Artist or artist team must submit the following: 

▪ Typed letter of interest 

▪ Current artistic resume, no longer than two (2) pages 

▪ At least five (5) but no more than ten (10) digital images of previous artwork  

▪ Names & contact information of two (2) references 

 
Deadline 
 
Artists must submit their applications by January 8, 2020 via email mvartcouncil@gmail.com or by USPS 
to MVAAC, Box 297, Mount Vernon, IA 52314. 
 
For questions about this project or the application process, please contact Danielle Chargo 
info@ironleafpress.com and include Pocket Park Artwork in the subject line. 
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Above shows the architect’s renderings of the wall space where artwork will be installed. There are two 
spaces available that each measure approximately 16’ wide and 9’ tall (artwork must be above the 
railing in this area). Artwork does not need to fill this entire space, but it is the max area available. The 
curved piece and uprights will be structures for the overhead lighting and artwork must not interfere.  
 



 
Area where artwork will be installed (photo taken prior to any construction). 
 



 
Alleyway (prior to any construction). Artwork area would be on the right side of this photo. 


