
 
 
 

 
  

Child Care is Infrastructure Act | Bill Summary 

Access to stable, high-quality early care and education (ECE) programs improves parents’ ability to maintain 
gainful employment and allows children to grow and thrive in a safe and enriching environment. The ECE 
sector has long encountered barriers to providing high-quality, affordable child care to families across the 
income scale. The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated many of the facilities-related health and safety 
challenges that have long confronted the child care sector, necessitating an even more urgent response from 
the federal government.   
 
On March 16, 2021, Congresswoman Katherine Clark (D-MA-5) reintroduced the Child Care is Infrastructure 
Act, a bill that provides $10 billion in funding to improve the health, safety, and quality of child care facilities. 
NCFN strongly endorses the Child Care is Infrastructure Act.  

 

Key Provisions of the Child Care is Infrastructure Act 
 

Infrastructure Grants to Improve Child Care Safety 
 

• Authorizes a competitive State Grant Program at $10 billion over 5 years. The 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) will administer the grant program to 
address renovations or modifications to child care facilities, including any modular 
adaptations necessary to keep staff and children safe during the pandemic. 
 

• Includes a 10-15% set-aside for intermediaries. Carves out a minimum of 10% and a 
maximum of 15% of the authorized funds to award grants of up to $10 million to intermediary 
organizations, including certified community development financial institutions or other 
organizations that have a demonstrated experience in developing or financing early care and 
learning facilities.  

 
Needs Assessments 
 

• Directs HHS to conduct two national needs assessments of early child care and learning 
facilities to 1) understand the impact of the pandemic in the first year and then 2) evaluate the 
ongoing needs of child care facilities by year four.   

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5e221ab388621f5c0aeb37e5/t/604fb532d3e8932afa853cc6/1615836466841/NCFN+Endorsement+Child+Care+is+Infrastructure+Act+March+16+2021.pdf


 

 

 

Enacting the Child Care is Infrastructure Act is an urgent investment 
in the quality of our nation’s child care facilities. 
 
Congress has delivered $50 billion in urgently needed support to the child care sector since 
December 2020. These resources will be invaluable to sustaining providers’ operations as the 
pandemic continues, as well as strengthening these small businesses moving forward.  
 
There is still a great need for dedicated federal resources to make critical infrastructure investments 
to improve the health, safety and quality of facilities. Further, many child care programs have 
permanently closed during the pandemic, which poses long-term challenges to the nation’s supply of 
child care and economic recovery. These challenges necessitate an urgent response from the 
federal government to improve the physical quality of existing learning environments and build new 
high-quality child care facilities.  

About NCFN 

The National Children’s Facilities Network (NCFN) is a coalition of more than 30 nonprofit Community 

Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), financial and technical assistance intermediaries, and child 

care stakeholders dedicated to helping ECE providers develop high-quality physical learning 

environments and sustainable business models.  

 

By providing technical assistance and financing to early learning providers, we seek to address capital 

needs and business capacity challenges that limit working family’s ability to gain equitable access to high-

quality ECE programs.  

 

NCFN works to generate federal resources that support the development and improvement of early 

childhood facilities in underserved communities nationwide. The Network collaborates with other children’s 

advocacy leaders concerned with addressing the supply and quality of early childhood facilities across the 

country.   

 

For more information, visit www.ncfn.org.  

Additional Bill Highlights 

• Education and Workforce Development Investment ($35 million). 

o Student Loan Repayment Program. Up to $6,000 annually for five years for early 
childhood educators working for providers eligible to receive CCDBG funding.  

o Early Childhood Educator Grant Program. Up to $3,000 annually to eligible 
individuals pursuing a Childhood Development Associate (CDA) Credential or an 
associate’s degree. 

• Child Care Access Means Parents in School (CCAMPIS). Reauthorizes the CCAMPIS grant 
program at $200 million to fund campus-based child care at institutions of higher education to 
better support parent students. 

• Modification to Scoring of HUD Choice Neighborhoods Applications. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Choice Neighborhoods program applications will 
receive extra credit for including early learning and child care facilities as a priority. 

http://www.ncfn.org/

