
FAMILY FOREST CARBON PROGRAM
Growing Mature Forests Practice

This resource summarizes some of the terms of enrollment into the Family Forest Carbon Program’s GROWING 
MATURE FORESTS PRACTICE. This is for informative purposes only and does not contain an exhaustive list of 
requirements by the Landowner or the Family Forest Impact Foundation (FFIF). It is non-binding and should 
not be interpreted as legal advice.

IS GROWING MATURE FORESTS RIGHT FOR YOU?
The Family Forest Carbon Program (FFCP) is a program of the Family Forest Impact Foundation. It was 
created in partnership with the American Forest Foundation and The Nature Conservancy to help landowners 
steward their forests for multiple benefits, including carbon storage and sequestration, wildlife habitat, 
timber value, and water quality.

The Growing Mature Forests (GMF) Practice is intended to allow a forest to grow older and larger trees 
than average forests in the landscape. This practice promotes long-term forest health, improves habitat for 
the numerous wildlife species that rely on mature forests, and increases the commercial and environmental 
value of the woodland while allowing you to maintain a working forest. 

GROWING MATURE FORESTS MAY BE RIGHT FOR YOU IF:

     You want to enhance habitat for a range of bird species that rely on mature forest.
     You want to earn enough money to maintain your forest and pay property taxes, but you do not plan to 
make a large income from harvesting your trees in the next 20 years.
     You own at least 30 forested acres and are legally allowed to harvest timber.
     You don’t plan to regenerate (cut most or all of your trees) within the next 20 years. (If you do, check 
out Enhancing the Future Forest practice!) 

Contract Length: 20 Years

PARTNERS OF THE FFCP:

Learn more and sign up at familyforestcarbon.org or call (814)-357-7026

https://www.familyforestcarbon.org/?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=factsheet&utm_campaign=sum20-partner-expansion


PAYMENT Information
The payment you receive depends on your land when you sign the contract. The more timber your land 
currently has, the more money we will pay per-acre to enroll it in this practice. This is estimated by board 
feet per acre, which is a measurement taken by your forester including the number and size of trees in your 
forest. The payment will range between approximately $100-$230/acre. The payment schedule follows:

YEAR OF CONTRACT PERCENT OF TOTAL PAYMENT RECEIVED

Year 1

Years 2-8

Year 20

Years 9-14

Years 15-19

20% + $800 for management plan*

3% each year

10%

4% each year + $800 in Year 10

5% each year

GROWING MATURE FORESTS HELPS WILDLIFE!

In the Central Appalachians, the prevalence of cutting all the biggest and best trees, or high-grading, has 
dramatically affected the forest. There is a substantial lack of mature forest habitat on the landscape.

Many animals rely on multiple forest types throughout their lives, so restoring suitable habitat is much more 
complex than focusing on one forest type. A diversity of habitat conditions is necessary. For example, the 
Golden-winged Warbler, which nests in younger forests, requires more mature forest for fledging. 

Landowners motivated to improve habitat can use funding from GMF to implement non-commercial 
treatments that would further benefit wildlife habitat. For example, creating forest openings less than half an 
acre in size will create improve habitat for both Wood Thrush and Cerulean Warblers.

*If you are required to pay a visit fee for the initial Project Planning visit, you will also be reimbursed to cover 
the cost of your forester’s project planning visit, up to a maximum, if you sign your FFCP Agreement.



You will be responsible for hiring a professional forester to write two ten-year forest management 
plans for your entire property, maintaining an updated plan and managing your woods under that plan 
throughout the 20-year contract. You must have this plan approved by a third party. If you already have a 
management plan, you will be responsible for hiring a forester to amend and update that plan, if necessary.  

Harvesting is not required. If you choose to conduct a timber harvest, it will remove no greater than 25% 
of the basal area per acre. Basal area is measured by your forester, and is the cross-sectional area of 
trees at breast height. If multiple harvests occur, the cumulative percentage of basal area removed shall 
not exceed 25%, as compared to the initial basal area per acre.

No high grading (i.e. thinning from above) will be conducted during the contract period. High grading is defined 
as a reduction in quadratic mean tree diameter of more than 10% from pre-harvest condition. A trusted 
professional forester can help you ensure you abide by this condition.

No commercial removal of dead trees nor of trees within 50 feet of a water source is permitted.

In a year in which a commercial timber harvest has taken place, you will provide the Family Forest Carbon 
Program with pre- and post-harvest basal area stocking and quadratic mean diameter. Don’t worry – your 
forester will know how to do this!

You will submit a form attesting to your compliance with practice requirements every 5 years, and let us know 
about any material changes in the forest. This might include reporting on the percentage of basal area and 
percentage of quadratic mean diameter removed from a harvest, which is information that the forester 
overseeing the harvest can provide.

You may be responsible for paying taxes on your payments. (Please consult a tax professional for advice.)

You will allow Family Forest Carbon Program representatives to visit your land to conduct additional 
monitoring for a total of 20 years.

You will transfer the rights of the carbon in the project to the Family Forest Impact Foundation for 20 years. 
What this means is that you may not sell or give the carbon stored in the FFCP project area to another 
organization, nor can you enroll in another forest carbon project. You will still hold the timber, mineral and 
other forest ecosystem benefit rights.

In the case of sale of the project area, the new owner may choose to take over the contract. If they choose 
not to, the original owner will pay back all payments to-date, plus interest, plus 27% of the sum of payments 
to-date. 
     
If the project area is passed to heirs, the contract will remain in place. The new landowners are responsible 
for providing updated contact information to FFIF.

If there’s a natural disaster, disease, or insect infestation that kills trees in the project area, you are required 
to let us know. There is no penalty, and you won’t be required to pay us back what we paid you, but depending 
on the situation, FFIF may terminate the agreement.

If you fail to adhere to the practice specifications, FFIF may terminate the agreement and require the 
landowner to pay back all payments to-date, plus interest, plus 27% of the sum of payments to-date. This 
is to reduce damages to FFIF caused by such non-compliance.

OTHER LANDOWNER REQUIREMENTS:

PRACTICE SPECIFICATIONS AND LANDOWNER REQUIREMENTS
 
PRACTICE SPECIFICATIONS:



POTENTIAL COSTS AND BENEFITS TO FFCP PARTICIPATION: 

There may be some costs related to participating in the FFCP, but in most cases where your goals line up with the goals 
of the GMF practice, the benefits of participation will outweigh the costs. Here is one possible example scenario:
Sally owns 125 acres of forestland in Huntingdon County, Pennsylvania. She chooses to enroll all 125 acres 
in the Growing Mature Forests Practice. When a forester visits her property, he measures that Sally has an 
average of 5,680 board feet per acre, which means she will get paid a total of $33,750, plus $1,600 to go 
towards the property-wide management plans.

Year

1 Management Plan Written

Sally completes reporting

Sally harvests a few trees for firewood

No activities

No activities

Sally chooses to hire a forester to complete a 
10-acre non-commercial harvest to enhance 

wildlife habitat

Since Sally completed a harvest in Year 17, she needs 
help from her forester to complete reporting.

Since Sally completed a harvest in Year 6, she needs help 
from her forester to complete reporting. She also gets an 

updated Forest Management Plan written.

Sally chooses to conduct a commercial harvest of lower quality trees on 
40 acres to improve forest conditions and earns $8,000. She tells FFCP 
ahead of time and asks her forester to measure pre- and post-harvest 

basal area and quadratic mean diameter.

No activities

No activities
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5

7
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19

18

20

Total:

Sally’s Activity Payment
from FFIF

Estimated 
Cost to Sally*

Sally’s 
Earnings

No activities

No activities

No activities

Sally completes reporting

No activities

No activities

No activities

No activities

No activities

$7,550

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,350

$1,350

$2,150

$1,350

$1,350

$1,687.50

$1,350

$1,687.50

$1,687.50

$1,687.50 

$1,687.50 

 $3,375

$35,350

$1,500

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$1,750

$0

$0

$0

$1,800

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0 

$0 

  $200

$5,250

$6,050

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

$1,012.50

- $737.50

$1,012.50

$1.350

$1.350

$350

$1.350

$1.350

$1,687.50

$1.350

$1,687.50

$1,687.50

$1,687.50  

$1,687.50  

   $3,175

$30,100

*Cost will vary. Please consult with your forester to learn more. 


