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What is Thousand Oaks 2045? 

Thousand Oaks 2045 is the public process to 

comprehensively update the Thousand Oaks General Plan.  

What is the General Plan? 

The General Plan is the planning and policy document that 

guides development, enhancement, and conservation in 

Thousand Oaks. Its purpose is to establish the community’s 

vision for how it will evolve in the years to come and to put 

tools in place to implement that vision. The General Plan lays 

out specific goals and policies that set the stage for future 

social, economic, and physical development of the City in 

support of the vision. As such, the General Plan is often 

referred to as the “blueprint” for the future of the community. 

California law requires every city and county to adopt a 

General Plan. 

What’s in the General Plan? 

California law requires all General Plans to address a 

minimum of eight subject areas, referred to as elements. 

These elements are land use, circulation, housing, 

conservation, open space, noise, safety, and environmental 

justice. Cities have the option of addressing additional topics 

of local importance. Thousand Oaks’ General Plan will 

include additional topics such as public health, public 

services, economic development, and arts and culture.  

Why update the General Plan now? 

It is important to periodically update the General Plan to 

ensure that it accurately reflects Thousand Oaks’ vision of its 

future. As the community’s needs, challenges, and 

opportunities evolve over time, the General Plan must also 

evolve. While some sections of the General Plan have been 

updated over the years and have served the community well, 

the last comprehensive General Plan update was completed 

in 1970. To ensure that all sections of the General Plan 

remain consistent with one another and form a cohesive 

vision for Thousand Oaks, now is the time to revisit all 

sections of the General Plan through a single public process. 

Further, recent state legislation and revisions to the state’s 

General Plan guidelines are requiring all cities amend their 

General Plans across a variety of topics. 

 

 

Who is updating the General Plan? 

The General Plan reflects the community’s vision for its 

future. As such, the General Plan update is a public-driven 

process involving extensive public engagement. The City has 

hired a consultant to help gather input from the community 

and to draft a General Plan that is reflective of that input 

while satisfying the requirements of state law. Ultimately, the 

updated General Plan must be approved by the City Council. 

In addition, the housing element portion of the plan must be 

certified by the state Department of Housing and Community 

Development as meeting certain state housing requirements. 

How long will it take to update the General Plan? 

The most important aspect of the General Plan update 

process is public input and participation. To ensure that there 

are ample opportunities for the public to be involved in the 

process, comprehensive General Plan updates typically take 

several years to complete. Thousand Oaks has an aggressive 

schedule to complete the General Plan update by fall 2021 to 

meet the state’s deadline to adopt an updated housing 

element.  

How will the updated General Plan be used and 

implemented? 

As the blueprint for the future of Thousand Oaks, the General 

Plan will be used to guide future City policies and programs 

and will serve as the basis for the physical development of 

the community. The primary tool for implementing the 

General Plan is the Zoning Code, which provides 

requirements for how every property in Thousand Oaks can 

be used and developed. Amendments to the Zoning Code will 

likely be needed following the General Plan update, since 

state law requires the Zoning Code to be consistent with the 

General Plan. 

Can I be involved in the General Plan update? 

Yes! The General Plan update is a community-driven process 

that is dependent on public input. Please visit toaks2045.org 
to sign up for our mailing list and receive announcements 
about upcoming opportunities to participate including events, 
workshops, and online surveys. Also follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instragram @toaks2045. 
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