
 

    Let us know you plan to join us by filling out this quick form! 

 

https://forms.gle/hyZDvCHkraxvxxwQA


 

Welcome kindred and thank you for being here! 
 
For Advent 2020, a Chicago based team of Re/Generators with Call To Action has planned a 
direct action for ordination justice in the Catholic Church. As followers of Jesus and co-creators 
with the Spirit, we demand dignity and affirmation of gifts among us. Join us on the first 
Sunday of Advent, November 29th, as we canvas prophetic messages around key Catholic 
dioceses.  
 
This Advent, we ask: How much longer must Catholics wait for the Church to recognize priestly 

people of all genders?  
 
~54 AD: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither 
male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” Galatians 3:28c 
1949: First woman ordained minister in Presbyterian Church USA 
1968: Anglican Church ordains women deacons 
1970: First woman ordained as Lutheran minister 
1974: First woman ordained as priest in Episcopal Church USA 
1988: First woman bishop elected in Episcopal Church USA 
2000: Church of England approves trans clergy 
2014: First trans Baptist minister ordained 
 

It is 2020 and Catholics are still waiting. 
 
In preparation for canvassing on the morning of November 29th, we encourage you to consider 
the Spirit among us. Who in your community embodies the gifts of the Spirit? Where do you turn 
for prophetic imagination, for healing, for hope? What are some of your own gifts that you 
would like to cultivate and contribute to those around you? 
 
We pray for a season of recognition, transformation, and Truth. 
 
We affirm the Spirit of our baptism as priest, prophet, and king. 
We recognize the gifts of those around us. 
We empower divine expression in all of us. 
We sanctify our bodies as holy. 
& We believe in ordination justice for priestly people of all genders. 
 
The purpose of this action is to “speak” a consistent message to Catholic dioceses around the 
country. The season of Advent is about sitting in darkness, waiting for the coming hope.  We 
who have been denied our ability to live out our felt sense of vocation, call our leaders to name 
the darkness we sit in. In this prophetic season, we dare to hope for a transformed, full, and 
sacramental expression of ordination.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
How will we canvass?  
 
Our public, prophetic witness will take shape through canvassing. While we share a few ideas 
below, there are countless ways to have the posters (found on the final pages of this packet) 
“seen” and “heard”. The idea is that our posters are physically hard to miss that first Sunday in 
Advent. Be it in a ministry of irritation or accompaniment, we are present in the Church. 
 

● Print the posters and tape them to the light posts, parking signs, bike racks, etc…  
○ Please Note: It might be helpful to laminate or cover the poster in packing tape to 

protect it from the elements! 
● Print the posters and wheatpaste them to flat surfaces outdoors for all to see 

○ Please Note: curious about wheatpasting? contact us with questions!  
 
Additional / Alternative ways to participate:  
 

● Leave a poster or two behind the pews 
● Write your ordination justice statement on the smaller logo and fold it into a donation 

basket 
● Slip them under the doors of a church or church office 
● Mail the poster to your local parish / bishop / cardinal with your ordination justice 

statement written on the back 
● Post the image on your social media  

○ Go one step further and tag your bishop, diocese, and the USCCB 
 
Amplifying our efforts!  
 
We can increase the impact of our action by sharing it! Please remember to take a photo of the 
fliers in their new homes and share them with us! 
 

● We’d love to see your pictures -- send them to us at mac@cta-usa.org 
● Post photos on social media and tag Call To Action @ctacatholics 

 
 
Sanctifying our action.  
 
To challenge injustice is a spiritual act. We hope you find canvassing to be a powerful and 
perhaps healing way of making our prayer incarnate.  Below, you’ll find some prayers and 
scripture that you might meditate with before or while canvassing!  
 
 
 

 

mailto:mac@cta-usa.org


 

Scripture - Luke 1:46-55 
(The Magnificat)  
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
    and holy is his name. 
50 His mercy is for those who fear him 
    from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
52 He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
    and lifted up the lowly; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
    and sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
    in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
    to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
 
Scripture - Luke 18: 1-8 
(Persistence my people)  
 
“Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not become 
discouraged, saying, “In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect 
any person. Now there was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, ‘Give me 
justice against my opponent.’ For a while he was unwilling; but later he said to himself, ‘Even 
though I do not fear God nor respect any person, yet because this widow is bothering me, I will 
give her justice; otherwise by continually coming she will wear me out.’” And the Lord said, 
“Listen to what the unrighteous judge said; now, will God not bring about justice for His elect 
who cry out to Him day and night, and will He delay long for them? I tell you that He will bring 
about justice for them quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the 
earth?” 
 
Scripture - Galatians 3:28 
(Jesus says trans rights)  
 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  
 
 

 



 

Excerpts from The Color Purple, by Alice Walker: 
(a joyous reflection on God’s presence in all things and people … including the colors of Advent 
and our action)  
 
“Well, us talk and talk about God, but I’m still adrift. Trying to chase that old white man out of 
my head. I been so busy thinking ‘bout him I never notice nothing God make. Not a blade of 
corn (how it do that?) not the color purple (where it come from?). Not the little wildflowers. 
Nothing.”  
 
“[God] ain’t something you can look at apart from anything else, including yourself. I believe 
God is everything. . . Everything that is or was or ever will be. And when you can feel that, and 
be happy to feel that, you’ve found it.” 
 
“God is inside you and inside everybody else. You come into the world with God.” 
 
 
Advent Prayers from enfleshed (enfleshed.com) 
 
We come to know you, Holy One, as Wisdom Incarnate, as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life, as 
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love, Enfleshed. You come to us as the Stranger, and the Strange. Often 
we do not recognize you. Often we turn away from your gifts and your demands. Yet you come 
to us in Wilderness, in the Impossible Made Possible, in Silence and Singing and Sighs Too 
Deep for Words. You abhor dominance, mastery, fear, and control. You are made known to us in 
Vulnerability, and Courage, and Divesting from the Powers of Empire. We come to you this 
Advent in need, with longing, in pain, captive to fear, desiring a more just world, a more livable 
life for all of us, for the earth, for every living thing caught and held in this inescapable network 
of mutual interdependence we call this one wild and precious Life. We long for you. We long for 
healing. We long for liberation. We long for different systems and patterns of relating. 
 
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. 
We remember. We vision. We sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. 
We light candles. We labor. We open to You, and to one another, and to the Sacred Mystery that 
is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.  
 
Advent Week 1 - Hope 
 
The Hope of God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome, or predetermined plan, or 
promise of a happy ending. Hope cannot be imposed from on high. Hope cannot be commanded. 
The Hope of God-With-Us is courageous, risky, unfolding, indeterminate. The Hope of 
God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly complacency. Hope is gestating in 
darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Hope invites our expectation, and demands our participation. 
Prepare the way, for hope with courage. May Hope be birthed among, within, and through us, 
this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel… 

Advent Week 2 - Peace 

 

https://enfleshed.com/


 

The Peace of God-With-Us does not come as law and order, or enforcement and control. Peace 
cannot be imposed from on high. Peace cannot be commanded. The Peace of God-With-Us is 
chaotic, wild, unruly, unpredictable. The Peace of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from 
deadly complicity. Peace is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Peace invites our 
expectation, and demands our participation. Prepare the way, for peace with justice. May Peace 
be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel… 

Advent Week 3 - Joy 

The Joy of God-With-Us does not come as naïve optimism, or surface level feel-good-ness. Joy 
cannot be imposed from on high. Joy cannot be commanded. The Joy of God-With-Us is 
mingled with grief, exists side by side with mourning, knows that pain and death are all too real, 
but do not have the final word. This joy tends tenderly to beauty, and softness, and the gladness 
that comes from paying attention to what matters. The Joy of GodWith-Us is collective, 
liberating us from deadly despair. Joy is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Joy invites 
our expectation, and demands our participation. Prepare the way, for joy with sorrow. May Joy 
be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel... 

Advent Week 4 - Love 

The Love of God-With-Us does not come as mere feeling, or sentimental fluff. Love cannot be 
imposed from on high. Love is our greatest commandment— tending tenderly to God, to other, 
and to self. The Love of God-With-Us is love in action, radical love practices: redistribution of 
resources and risks, solidarity with those most exposed to threat, hospitality to caravans, 
refugees, migrants, and sojourners, caring for those we’ve been taught to despise, or fear. This 
love is fierce, and tender. It defies unjust rules and flattens hierarchies of value. The Love of 
God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly alienation. Love is gestating in darkness; it 
comes unexpectedly. Love invites our expectation, and demands our participation. Prepare the 
way, for Love enfleshed. May Love be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent. O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel… 

© enfleshed 2018, Rev. Anna Blaedel. 
 
 
Final Thoughts:  
 
For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” 
(Matthew 18:15) Thank you - truly - for preparing to ‘gather’ with us. We are so grateful for 
your willingness to consider the Spirit among us, canvass your local Catholic spaces, and 
connect with Call To Action! 
 
Please let us know you’ll be joining us by filling out this quick form! 
 
And if you would like to stay connected, you can find Call To Action on instagram 
@ctacatholics and join us for the myriad of events through the CTA National Campaign at 
cta-usa.org! 
 

 

https://forms.gle/hyZDvCHkraxvxxwQA
https://www.cta-usa.org/


 

** A final note on graphics: feel free to print any and all that call you! Full page graphics are 
intended to be printed and posted as such. Smaller circles are intended to be printed and cropped 
for smaller spaces, envelopes, and as impromptu stickers! Happy co-creating! 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 


