
 
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 2020 
 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

AUGUST 11, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE 

A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $296,290.30.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO AUTHORIZE SETTLEMENT OF 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION CLAIMS FOR $9,722.84 AND $30,000.00.  

THE MAYOR STATED, THESE ARE TWO SETTLEMENTS FOR TWO 

INDIVIDUALS.  THIS IS FROM GALLAGHER BASSETT SERVICES, OUR 

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR. THESE 

ARE AGREEMENTS THAT THEY HAVE WORKED OUT WITH THE 

CLAIMANTS.  IT WOULD BE MY RECOMMENDATION WE APPROVE 

THESE TWO SETTLEMENTS.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A 

MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF THE MAYOR’S APPOINTMENT TO 

THE VACANT POSITION OF STREET COMMISSIONER.  THE MAYOR 

STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO APPOINT ROGER STANLEY AS THE 

STREET COMMISSIONER. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  THE CITY CLERK THEN HAD ROGER 

STANLEY TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE. 



6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A 

SUPERVISORY POSITION WITHIN THE STREET DEPARTMENT OF THE 

CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT.  THE MAYOR STATED THAT LARRY 

PRESLEY IS BEING NOMINATED FOR SUPERINTENDENT.  

COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR PURCHASE 

OF LOTS DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY.  THE MAYOR STATED AT 

THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING WE RECEIVED A BID FOR $250.00 FOR A 

LOT THAT COUNCIL REJECTED.  I SPOKE WITH SOMEONE 

INTERESTED IN THAT LOT AND TOLD THEM THE REASON WAS 

BECAUSE IT WAS TOO LOW.  WE HAVE ANOTHER BID FROM THE 

SAME BIDDERS FOR $500.00.  THE LOT IS AT 214 N. WASHINGTON 

BOULEVARD, THEY LIVE AT 212 N. WASHINGTON AND IT WOULD BE 

MY RECOMMENDATION THAT WE ACCEPT THIS BID FOR $500.00. 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS, DISCUSSION WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT APPLICATION.  THE 

MAYOR STATED THIS WAS FROM JIMMY SHINE’S.  THEY HAVE A SIGN 

OUT THERE AND DARLA SLOAN HAS REQUESTED A FAÇADE 

IMPROVEMENT FOR A SIGN.  THE SIGN ONLY COSTS $275.00, WITH 

TAX IT IS $284.45.  WHAT THE COUNCIL HAS BEEN ACCUSTOMED TO 

DOING IS SPLITTING THIS WITH PEOPLE UP TO $2,500.00.  I JUST 

RECOMMEND THAT THE CITY PAY FOR THE ENTIRE THING SINCE IT IS 

ONLY $284.00, BUT I WILL LEAVE THAT UP TO THE COUNCIL.  OUR 

FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT STATES THAT THE CITY PAYS HALF.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF BID TABULATION FOR SECTION 

20-00063-00-SM AND AWARD OF BID TO SAMRON MIDWEST 

CONTRACTING, INC., THE LOW BIDDER, IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$138,765.00. MIKE ROBERTS, THE CITY’S ENGINEER EXPLAINED THE 



BIDS AND THAT THEY WERE ALL BELOW THE ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE 

AND IT WAS HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT THE LOW BID BE 

ACCEPTED. COMMISSIONER STANLEY MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL FROM INVOICE 

CLOUD/PSN REGARDING THE CITY’S ELECTRONIC BILL PAYMENT 

SYSTEM.  THE MAYOR STATED THE CITY IS IN THE PROCESS OF 

CHANGING OVER THE ENTIRE SYSTEM THAT THE CITY IS WORKING 

UNDER AND GOING TO A NEW SYSTEM.  WITH THAT, THE CITY HAS 

ORDERED A NEW SERVER AND WE ARE GOING TO TRY TO PUT THE 

WATER PAYMENTS ON FIRST AND GET THAT GOING BEFORE WE 

START WORKING ON THE GENERAL LEDGER AND THE ACCOUNTS OF 

THE CITY.  THIS HAS BEEN SOMETHING THAT WE HAVE BEEN TRYING 

TO DO AS QUICK AS POSSIBLE.  WHAT THIS IS IT’S YOUR CREDIT 

CARD PAYMENTS.  THIS COMPANY HAS THE ABILITY TO DO SO MUCH 

MORE THAN WHAT WE HAVE NOW AS PAYCLIX.  I DON’T THINK WE 

ARE READY RIGHT NOW, BUT IF YOU FEEL COMFORTABLE LETTING 

ANGIE MAKE THE DECISION OR WE CAN PUT IT OFF UNTIL NEXT 

COUNCIL MEETING.  I AM NOT SURE WE HAVE TO RUSH THIS 

DECISION, BUT THE POINT IS THIS IS A VERY INNOVATIVE SYSTEM.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED IF THIS WAS THIS WS THE 

PROVIDER RECOMMENDED BY OUR SOFTWARE COMPANY?  YES, 

THIS IS THE ONE THEY HAD THE MOST SUCCESS WITH? THE CITY 

CLERK RESPONDED, YES, THIS SYSTEM ALSO OFFERS POINT OF 

SALE SO WE WILL BE ABLE TO USE THIS MORE THAN JUST 

COLLECTING WATER FEES.  THIS COMPANY ALSO HAS THE ABILITY 

TO DO NOTIFICATIONS TO THE CUSTOMERS.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON STATED HE FELT COUNCIL COULD AUTHORIZE THE CITY 

CLERK TO EXPLORE THE CHANGE TO THIS COMPANY. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE A 

MOTION TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS PROJECT AND GIVE THE CITY 

CLERK THE AUTHORITY, ONCE YOU HAVE ALL THE INFORMTION IN 

HAND AND YOU BELIEVE IT IS THE PROPER THING TO DO, WE WOULD 

GO ALONG WITH THAT.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 



11.  THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A CONTRACT WITH LAMAR 

ADVERTISING TO CONTINUE WITH THE BILLBOARD ADVERTISING ON 

I57 AT MILE MARKER 71 FOR $288.00 PER MONTH.  MAYOR JORDAN 

STATED THE RECOMMENDATION IS WE CONTINUE FOR AN 

ADDITIONAL 12 MONTH PERIOD FOR $288.00 PER MONTH.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM GREATER 

EGYPT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,045.50 FOR OCTOBER 2020 – 

SEPTEMBER 2021.  MAYOR JORDAN STATED THIS IS THE CITY’S FEES 

WE PAY TO GREATER EGYPT AND I RECOMMEND WE CONTINUE WITH 

THIS.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN & 

ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNTOF $6,500.00 REGARDING ITEP PHASE 

I ENGINEERING, INVOICE #2.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED WHAT 

PROGRAM THIS IS REGARDING.  THE CITY ENGINEER STATED IT IS 

THE DOWNTOWN STREETSCAPE PROJECT.  APPLICATIONS FOR 

PHASE II WILL BE OPEN IN NOVEMBER SO THE CITY MIGHT WANT TO 

START THINKING ABOUT THAT. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER STANLEY.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

14. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:  NONE 

15. MAYORS COMMENTS:  THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE HAD AN 

EMERGENCY SITUATION THAT HE NEEDS TO BRING BEFORE 

COUNCIL.  YESTERDAY, I WENT TO THE CIRCUIT CLERK’S OFFICE 

AND FILED FOR A NO CONTACT/STALKING ORDER AGAINST EDWARD 

CAPTAIN PRAK.  I WENT BEFORE JUDGE DIERENBECK AND WAS 

GRANTED A TEMPORARY ORDER OF NO CONTACT WITHIN 500 FEET 

FOR ME AND MY WIFE.  HE CANNOT COME TO MY HOUSE, HE 

CANNOT COME TO CITY HALL AND HE CANNOT COME TO MY 

CHURCH.  EDWARD CAPTAIN PRAK CAME TO MY HOUSE SATURDAY 

AT 3:00P.M. WAS IN FRONT OF MY HOUSE IN HIS PICK UP TRUCK AND 



MY WIFE WAS OUTSIDE BY HERSELF.  HE TOOK PICTURES OF MY 

HOUSE AND MY WIFE ASKED HIM WHAT HE NEEDED AND HE 

COMPLAINED THAT I DID NOT HAVE A SIGN PERMIT FOR THE 

WELCOME SIGN ON MY HOUSE.  I HAVE A 9/11 CONCRETE 

MONUMENT THAT MY SON BOUGHT FOR ME AND HE SAID I DIDN’T 

HAVE A SIGN PERMIT FOR THAT.  MY WIFE CAME IN AND TOLD ME 

WHAT HE HAD DONE AND I CALLED THE POLICE.  BEFORE THE 

POLICE COULD ARRIVE, HE RETURNED.  THIS TIME I WAS OUTSIDE 

AND HE TOOK MY PICTURE AND MY WIFE’S PICTURE AND HE POSTED 

IT ON FACEBOOK ON TWO SITES AND HE SAID SOMETHING TO THE 

NATURE THAT I DIDN’T HAVE A SIGN PERMIT AND HE WAS GOING TO 

HAVE TO GET A CEASE AND DESIST ORDER AGAINST ME BECAUSE I 

HADN’T FOLLOWED THE RULES.  I AM ASKING NOW THAT WITH THE 

CITY’S ATTORNEY’S APPROVAL, I WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST 

EMERGENCY APPROVAL TO HIRE ATTORNEY COURTNEY COX TO 

REPRESENT ME, AS THE MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT, 

IN AN UPCOMING ORDER OF PROTECTION HEARING AGAINST 

EDWARD CAPTAIN PRAK.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

16. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENTS ARE HOLDING UP PRETTY WELL THROUGH ALL OF 

THIS.  ALL THE FIREMEN ARE BACK FROM QUARANTINE.  WE HAVE 

BEEN BLESSED BY ALL THE DEPARTMENTS THAT HAVE HELPED US 

OUT. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE DIDN’T HAVE MUCH TO SAY.  

HE STATED THAT HE WANTED TO THANK YOU TARA AND IT HAS BEEN 

A PLEASURE SERVING WITH YOU FOR THE PAST 9 OR 10 YEARS.  

GLAD TO SEE ROGER ON THE COUNCIL, BUT WE ARE GOING TO MISS 

YOU.  YOU ARE ALWAYS WELCOME HERE. 

COMMISSIONER STANLEY STATED HE APPRECIATED LARRY 

STEPPING UP AND I BELIEVE HE WILL DO A GOOD JOB FOR US AND 

ALL THE GUYS AND I THINK WE ARE GOING TO BE FINE.  I JUST NEED 

TO GET MY SPEACHES DOWN BETTER. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER 



DEPARTMENTS ARE GOOD. THE WATER BILLS WENT OUT A LITTLE 

LATE, BUT IT HAS ALL STRAIGHTENED OUT.  I AM GLAD TO HAVE 

GOTTEN TO KNOW TARA AND IN MY SHORT TIME WITH YOU, IT HAS 

BEEN A PLEASURE.  HOPE IT ALL GOES WELL WITH YOUR NEW 

ADVENTURES AND WELCOME ABOARD ROGER. 

17. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  NONE 

18. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:40 P.M. 

 
 

_________________________________       _________________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN           ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 


