WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, AUGUST 11, 2020

. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. COMMISSIONERS HARKINS, SIMPSON
AND WARREN WERE IN ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY
ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK, COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS WAS
ABSENT.

. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE

JULY 28, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $198,623.56. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT ALETTER OF

RESIGNATION FROM COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS AND DEEM THE
POSITION VACANT. THE MAYOR STATED THAT COMMISSIONER
CHAMBERS HAS MOVED OUTSIDE THE CITY LIMITS AND OUR
ORDINANCES REQUIRE THAT IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE ON THE WEST
FRANKFORT CITY COUNCIL, YOU HAVE TO LIVE IN THE CITY LIMITS.
THE CITY COUNCIL HAS RECEIVED HER LETTER OF RESIGNATION
THAT WE ARE GOING TO ACT ON. THE MAYOR CONTINUED STATING
TARA HAS BEEN HERE SINCE 2011 AND WAS A GREAT PART OF THIS
COUNCIL AND WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO IS, NEXT COUNCIL
MEETING, WE WILL INSTALL A NEW COMMISSIONER AND, AT THAT
TIME, WE WILL RECOGNIZE TARA. THE MOTION WE HAVE BEFORE
THE COUNCIL IS TO APPROVE HER LETTER OF RESIGNATION DUE TO
THE FACT THAT SHE DOES NOT LIVE IN THE CITY LIMITS ANY
LONGER AND DECLARE THE POSITION OF STREET COMMISSIONER
OPEN. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR PURCHASE
OF LOTS DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY. THE MAYOR STATED
THAT THERE IS AN OFFER TO BUY THE LOT AT 214 N. WASHINGTON
BOULEVARD, JAMES RAGAN, HE LIVES AT 212 N. WASHINGTON.
THEIR BID IS $250.00. HE SAYS | HAVE LIVED NEXT DOOR FOR 30
YEARS AND WOULD LIKE TO TURN THE LOT INTO A SAFE PLACE FOR
NEIGHBORHOOD KIDS. | AM PLANNING ON GETTING A NICE
SWINGSET, A GAZEBO AND A FEW APPLE TREES. THE MAYOR
STATED IT WAS HIS RECOMMENDATION THAT THE CITY TRY AND GET
A LITTLE BIT MORE MONEY OUT OF THESE LOTS. IT WAS PROBABLY
MORE THAN $3,000.00 TO TEAR DOWN THE HOUSE ON THIS LOT, SO |
WOULD LIKE TO GET A LITTLE MORE THAN $250.00 FROM THE SALE
OF THE LOT. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO REJECT
THE BID, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING A QUOTATION FROM DRP CONSTRUCTION REGARDING
THE EMERGENCY INSTALLATION OF HAND RAILS AT THE ENTRANCE
TO THE WEST FRANKFORT MALL. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE IN
FULL COMPLIANCE WITH THE ADA AS FAR AS RAMPS AND STRIPING,
BUT FOR SOME REASON THE WHEELCHAIR RAMPS, INSTEAD OF
GOING DOWN THE RAMP THEY WALK OFF THE SIDE AND WE HAVE
HAD A COUPLE OF PEOPLE FALL. SO WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO TO
MAKE IT SAFER IS PUT UP SOME HAND RAILS OUT THERE. TWO
SETS, 34" HIGH ON THE WEST SIDE. TO MAKE IT MORE APPARENT
THAT THERE IS A DROP OFF THERE, WE ARE GOING TO PUT UP TWO
SETS OF RAILS FOR A PRIC OF $3,200.00. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING AN ESTIMATE FROM 4SIWI, LLC IN THE AMOUNT OF
$1,673.90 TO ADD ADDITIONAL CAMERAS AT THE WEST FRANKFORT
MALL. THE MAYOR STATED THAT THERE IS A NEED FOR ADDITIONAL
CAMERAS. ONE OF THE THINGS WE ARE TRYING TO ADDRESS IS WE
ARE ALLOWING SCT TO HAVE A DROP OFF FOR THEIR BUS IN THE
FRONT PORTION OF THE MALL AND WE NEED TO HAVE SOME
VISIBILITY OUT THERE. THERE ARE ALSO A COUPLE OF PLACES AT



THE MALL THAT NEED A LITTLE DIFFERENT ANGLE FOR THE
CAMERAS. THE PRICE WOULD BE FOR TWO INDIVIDUAL AIR CAMS, 50
FOOT OF CABLE AND A NEW RECORDER. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON
MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING AN ESTIMATE FROM 4SIWI, LLC. IN THE AMOUNT OF
$8,232.14 FOR A NEW SERVER TO BE INSTALLED AT CITY HALL. THE
MAYOR STATED AT THE LAST MEETING WE VOTED TO REPLACE AND
BUY NEW SOFTWARE FOR OUR BILLING DEPARTMENT AND WATER
UTILITY. TO HAVE THAT INSTALLED, WE NEED ADDITIONAL SERVER
SPACE AND THIS IS AN ESTIMATE FOR THAT. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS
AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN &
ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,350.00 FOR IL RT 149, KEN
GRAY BLVD & BOB BURTON WAY PRELIMINARY ENGINEERING.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED ENGINEER MIKE ROBERTS IF THIS
PROJECT WAS NOW 65% COMPLETE REGARDING THE ENGINEERING
PORTION. MIKE ROBERTS STATED THAT WAS CORRECT.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM
STOTLAR’S IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,373.05 FOR INSTALLATION OF FIRE
DOORS FOR THE DOWNTOWN PROPERTY #222. THE MAYOR STATED
THE CITY HAS A GENTLEMAN WHO IS PLANNING ON LEASING THIS
BUILDING AND OUR AGREEMENT WITH HIM IS THAT THE CITY PAYS
FOR HIS MATERIALS FOR THE UPGRADES AND WE ADD IT ON TO THE
PRICE OF THE PROPERTY AND AT THE END OF HIS LEASE
AGREEMENT, HE WILL PURCHASE THE PROPERTY AND THESE
MATERIALS WILL BE ADDED TO THE PURCHASE PRICE.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.



11.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BANNER
FIRE EQUIPMENT, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,213.26 FOR PUMP
TESTING FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT. THE FIRE CHIEF, JODY ALLEN,
STATED THERE WERE A COUPLE OF ENGINES THAT HAD QUITE A BIT
OF REPAIRS THAT HAD TO BE DONE. THEY PUMP TESTED THEM AND
WE HAD SOME THAT THEY COULDN'T TEST THEM AND THEY WOULD
PULL A VACUUM AND WE GOT THEM ALL PUMP TESTED AND DONE.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT #19C FROM
LEONARD WILLIAMS TO ARTHUR L. WILLIAMS AND COLLEEN M.
WILLIAMS, AS JOINT TENANTS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A
MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

13.THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT #105 FROM
PAUL MILLER TO KEVIN AND PAULA WESTERBERG, AS JOINT
TENTANTS. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION
CARRIED.

14.OFFICER REPORTS:
CHIEF ALLEN READ THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’'S REPORT.
CHIEF PRUDENT READ THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’'S REPORT.
15.BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: NONE

16.MAYORS COMMENTS: THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO
LET EVERYONE KNOW WHAT MY INTENTIONS WOULD BE AS FAR AS
THE COMMISSIONER’S POSITION FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT. IF
YOU WILL REMEMBER THE ELECTION LAST YEAR, ROGER STANLEY
TOOK OUT A PETITION AND HAD SIGNATURES ON IT AND WAS
PLANNING ON FILING TO RUN FOR COMMISSIONER. HE MADE A
DECISION THAT HE WOULD WITHDRAW THAT. HE HAD AN INTEREST
TO RUN AND HE WANTED TO BE A COMMISSIONER, BUT HE DECIDED
THAT HE WOULD WITHDRAW THAT AND | THINK IT WOULD ONLY BE



FAIR THAT AS MAYOR | WOULD ASK HIM IF HE WOULD STEP IN AND
FILL THIS POSITION THAT TARA HAS LEFT IN THE STREET
DEPARTMENT. THERE IS NO BETTER QUALIFIED PERSON IN THIS
COMMUNITY THAN ROGER BECAUSE HE HAS BEEN THE
SUPERINTENDENT THERE SINCE 2012. ROGER WILL STEP DOWN IF
HE DECIDES TO TAKE THIS POSITION AND, AT THIS MOMENT, THAT IS
WHAT MY INTENTIONS ARE IS TO ASK HIM TO BE COMMISSIONER. HE
WILL RETIRE FROM THE STREET DEPARTMENT AND HE WILL STEP
INTO THAT ROLE AT THE NEXT COUNCIL MEETING AS OUR
COMMISSIONER. WE HAVE HAD SOME DISCUSSIONS WITH THIS AND
| AM TALKING TO THE GUYS NOW. A MAN’S LIFE IS HIS JOB, THAT'S
WHO YOU ARE SO ROGER IS GOING TO STEP OUT OF HIS JOB AND
RETIRE, BUT HE IS GOING TO STEP INTO A HIGHER POSITION WHERE
HE WILL BE IN CHARGE OF THAT. | WANT TO THANK ROGER FOR
CONSIDERING TO DO THIS AND, AGAIN, OFFICIALLY AT THE COUNCIL
MEETING IN TWO WEEKS WE WILL ASK ROGER TO BE OUR STREET
COMMISSIONER. THERE IS NOBODY THT | FEEL WOULD BE MORE
QUALIFIED THAN ROGER. WE WILL TAKE ACTION ON THIS AT THE
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING.

17.COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IS
DOING FINE, BUT | CAN'T SAY THAT ABOUT THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
THEY HAVE SOME PROBLEMS WITH THIS COVID-19. WE HAVE
PEOPLE THAT HAVE IT AND, OF COURSE, THEY ARE IN QUARANTINE
AND OUR CHIEF IS DOING THE BEST JOB HE CAN DO RIGHT NOW. WE
WILL GET THROUGH IT. THE MAYOR STATED THAT HE THINKS IT IS
IMPORTANT THAT THE COMMUNITY KNOW WE HAVE THE CDC
GUIDELINES THAT WE ARE FOLLOWING AND WE HAVE FOLLOWED
THESE IN ALL OUR DEPARTMENTS. THIS INFORMATION THAT WE
ARE TALKING ABOUT, WE WILL ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE SOME
CASES IN OUR RANKS AND WE ARE WORKING WITH THOSE. JODY
HAS DONE AN EXCELLENT JOB IN ADDRESSING THE ISSUES. WE
HAVE HAD A MEETING WITH JOHN AND TALKED ABOUT IT. | THINK IF
WE ARE NAIVE ENOUGH TO SAY WE ARE NOT GOING TO GET THE
VIRUS, IT IS A BIG MISTAKE. WE ARE DOING WHAT WE NEED TO DO
AS FAR AS FOLLOWING THE REGULATIONS FROM PUBLIC HEALTH.
KEEP US IN YOUR PRAYERS.

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE KNOWS JODY AND JOHN ARE
DOING A GOOD JOB, NOT ONLY IN ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM, BUT



IN KEEPING OUR FIRST RESPONDERS DOING THEIR JOB. OUR
AMBULANCE IS STILL RUNNING, WE ARE STILL ADDRESSING THE
FIRES AND OUR POLICE PROTECTION IS WHAT IT SHOULD BE.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED SHE WANTED TO SAY THAT
EVERYTHING IS GOING WELL EXCEPT SOME PEOPLE HAVEN'T
RECEIVED THEIR WATER BILLS YET AND THAT WOULD BE JUST A
LITTLE GLITCH. THEY ARE OUT THERE, THEY WERE MAILED ON THE
4™ AND ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS COME UP HERE IF YOU DON'T HAVE
IT, ASK THEM AND THEY WILL TELL YOU HOW MUCH YOUR WATER
BILL IS AND WE ARE NOT CHARGING LATE FEES AND IT IS JUST
UNFORTUNATE THEY HAVEN'T GOTTEN TO SOME PEOPLE YET. WE
ARE ACCOMODATING PEOPLE AS MUCH AS WE CAN BY NOT
CHARGING A LATE FEE.

THE MAYOR STATED, WE ALWAYS BRAG ON THE FIRE AND POLICE,
BUT THE WATER DEPARTMENT, SEWER DEPARTMENT AND STREET
DEPARTMENT, WE COULDN'T RUN WITHOUT THEM EITHER. THEY
ARE OUT THERE EVERYDAY IN THE COMMUNITY.

18. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

TIM HASTINGS STATED FOR THE COUNCIL ALWAYS OPERATING IN A
CHRISTIAN MANNER AND PRAYING TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
READ A PASSAGE FROM THE BIBLE.

BOB MARAGNI STATED THAT SINCE ROGER MIGHT BE TAKING TARA'S
PLACE AT THE NEXT MEETING, HE IS NOW GOING TO HAVE TO BRAG
ON HIMSELF.

THE MAYOR STATED THAT THE LOT WHERE COLEMAN RHODES USED
TO BE LOOKS REALLY NICE.

19.APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT
NEGOTIATIONS, PERSONNEL, AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, WITH
POSSIBLE ACTION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO GO
INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.
ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:31 P.M.

20.APPROVAL TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION WHERE NO ACTION WAS
TAKEN. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE THE MOTION TO RETURN,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL



COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO RETURN TO OPEN
SESSION AT 7:19 P.M.

21.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS
ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:19 P.M.

MAYOR TOM JORDAN ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK



