
 
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020 
 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

JULY 14, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $292,086.23.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE ANNUAL AUDIT FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2018-2019.  THE MAYOR STATED THAT THERE IS A COPY 

OF THE AUDIT IN EACH OF YOUR BOOKS.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON 

STATED THAT WE HAD A GOOD OPINION AND PRESENTS FAIRLY IN 

ALL MATERIAL RESPECTS, THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE CITY.  

SINCE WE JUST RECEIVED THIS, THERE IS NOT MUCH TIME TO LOOK 

IT OVER AND ASK QUESTIONS, BUT BASED ON THE FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS WE RECEIVED EARLIER, WE WERE JUST WAITING FOR 

THE OPINION AND THEN WE CAN GO OVER AT ANOTHER MEETING 

AFTER WE REVIEW THE SUGGESTIONS BY THE AUDITOR. TO 

FACILITATE US GETTING THIS INTO THE STATE SINCE THIS IS OUR 

APRIL 2019, I WILL MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE AUDIT.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO HIRE ALEXA 

LEE AS A NEW WATER OFFICE EMPLOYEE.  THE MAYOR STATED 

THAT ALEXA HAS BEEN HERE FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS, FILLING IN 



AND FROM RECOMMENDATION FROM ANGIE.  COMMISSIONER 

WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A POTENTIAL APPLICATION TO IDOT FOR ADDITIONAL 

COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM FUNDS.  THE MAYOR STATED 

THAT THIS WAS TALKED ABOUT A LITTLE AT THE LAST COUNCIL 

MEETING.  THE COMPETITIVE FREIGHT PROGRAM, THE CITY HAS A 

$1,500,000 GRANT TO LOOK AT I57 REGARDING CHANGING THE EXITS 

AND THE COUNCIL HAS BEEN WORKING ON THIS FOR AT LEAST 

EIGHT YEARS.  THERE HAS BEEN AN ACCESS JUSTIFICATION 

REPORT THAT COST $300,000.  WE RECEIVED A GRANT FOR PHASE I 

ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY.  SO WHAT HAS HAPPENED, BECAUSE OF 

THE SITUATION THE STATE IS IN, A LOT OF THESE PROGRAMS 

OTHER CITIES HAVE DROPPED OUT OF THEM AND THERE IS EXTRA 

MONEY LEFT OVER.  THE STATE MADE A DECISION TO RECOMMEND 

TO THE PEOPLE WHO ARE STILL IN THE PROGRAM, LIKE US, IF WE 

WOULD LIKE TO REQUEST ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO GO WITH THE 

PROJECT, THEY WOULD TAKE THAT APPLICATION ON AUGUST 1ST.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PURCHASE NEW ACCOUNTING 

AND UTILITY BILLING SOFTWARE FROM LOCiS IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$22,060.00.  THE MAYOR STATED THIS WILL REPLACE OUR CURRENT 

WATER UTILITY SOFTWARE WHERE WE DO THE BILLING, THIS WILL 

REPLACE OUR ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE, PAYROLL, VEHICLE 

LICENSE AND PERMITS MODULE.  THIS WILL INCLUDE TRAINING.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THAT WE HAVE ALSO TALKED TO 

OUR AUDITORS TO HELP US FACILITATE THIS TRANSITION SO THAT 

WE WILL BE IN BETTER CONDITION DURING THE AUDIT AND IT 

SHOULD MOVE MORE RAPIDLY THAN WHAT THE PAST AUDIT HAS.  

WE DID LOOK AT THIS SYSTEM BEFORE AND THE UTILITY PACKAGE 

AND PAYROLL PACKAGE ARE TOTALLY INTEGRATED SO WE DON’T 

HAVE TO DUPLICATE THE WORK.  COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED 

SHE WAS HERE THE DAY THEY WERE SHOWING IT TO THE WATER 

DEPARTMENT AND THE DETAILS WERE AMAZING.  IT WAS REALLY 



GOOD.  YOU CAN BREAKDOWN THE ACCOUNTS AND KEEP TRACK OF 

PAST BILLING.  I THINK IT IS GOING TO BE GOOD.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT OFFERS FOR PURCHASE 

OF LOTS DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY.  THE MAYOR STATED WE 

HAVE TWO BIDS FOR TWO SEPARATE LOTS. 

A. REGARDING 805 E. CLARK STREET WE HAVE A BID OF $800.00 

FROM KATIE GRIFFIN.  SHE LIVES AT 807 E. CLARK STREET. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

B. REGARDING 406 E. CLARK STREET WE HAVE A BID OF $1,000.00 

FROM ROGER STANLEY.  THIS IS A LOT THAT IS CLOSE TO HIS 

HOUSE AND HE IS PLANNING ON PUTTING A BUILDING ON THIS 

LOT. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION FOR 

APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A FAÇADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT APPLICATION.  WE DID 

NOT RECEIVE THE APPLICATION SO WE WILL SKIP THIS ITEM. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR EMERGENCY 

DEMOLITION.  THERE ARE TWO HOUSES THAT WE ARE WANTING TO 

DEMO. THIS FIRST ONE IS AT 1210 E. ST.  LOUIS STREET.  JOPLIN 

GAVE A BID OF $2,950.00 AND THE SECOND ONE IS AT 607 N. HORN 

AND JOPLIN GAVE A BID OF $4,250.00, INCLUDING A BASEMENT.  

THESE BIDS ARE ACCEPTED ONCE OWNERSHIP IS CONFIRMED. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING PROPOSALS FOR FENCING ALONG THE ALLEY BEHIND 

THE 300 BLOCK OF EAST MAIN.  THE MAYOR STATED THAT WHEN THE 



CITY TORE DOWN THE COLEMAN RHODES BUILDING WE ENDED UP 

WITH A 6 FOOT DROP NEAR THE NOVACARE BUILDING, SO WE WANT 

TO PUT A FENCE UP ALONG THAT ALLEY TO PROTECT PEOPLE.  WE 

RECEIVED TWO BIDS ONE FROM HOMELAND FENCING FOR $7,225.00 

AND ONE FROM GARDNER FENCE FOR $5,860.00.  COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS WANTS TO ACCEPT THE LOW BID FROM GARDNER 

FENCE. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION FOR 

APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF CARDIAC MONITORS FOR THE FIRE 

DEPARTMENT.  CHIEF JODY ALLEN EXPLAINED THE DETAILS 

REGARDING THE ZOLL MONITORS.  3COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE 

A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE WEST 

FRANKFORT RECREATION ASSOIATION TO SPONSOR A LABOR DAY 

PARADE ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 2020 AT 9:00A.M.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING ACCEPTANCE OF A PROPOSAL FROM FOWLER HEATING 

& COOLING IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,023.60 REGARDING REPAIR OF OLD 

DOWNSPOUT TROUGH GUARDS FOR THE MALL.  COMMISSIONER 

WARREN MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM SKUTA 

CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,100.00 REGARDING THE 

SEWER AND STREET DEPARTMENTS.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS 

MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 



16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ENERGY 

CULVERT COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,173.66 REGARDING THE 

PURCHASE OF CULVERTS FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION FOR APPROVAL, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

17. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DERKSEN 

BROTHERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $31,098.00 REGARDING SLUDGE FOR 

THE SEWER DEPRATMENT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A 

MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

18. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM IEPA IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $17,500.00 REGARDING ANNUAL NPDES FEE FOR 

THE SEWER DEPARTMENT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A 

MOTION FOR APPROVAL, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMERS. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

19. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: NONE 

20. MAYORS COMMENTS:  THE MAYOR STATED WHEN WE HAD THE 5 

INCH RAIN WE HAD SOME HOUSES THAT HAD SOME BACK UP INTO 

THE HOUSE.  I WOULD LIKE COUNCIL TO GIVE US SOME GUIDANCE 

ON HOW WE SHOULD APPROACH THESE THINGS.  UNLESS WE ARE A 

DIRECT CAUSE OF THE INCIDENT, WOULD IT BE APPROPRIATE TO 

ASK THE HOMEOWNER IF THEY WOULD RUN IT THROUGH THEIR 

HOMEOWNER’S INSURANCE AND WE COULD HELP THEM WITH THE 

DEDUCTIBLE AND WHATEVER WAS NOT COVERED.  WE WANT TO TRY 

AND HELP THESE PEOPLE OUT, BUT I DON’T KNOW IF OUR LIABILITY 

IS THAT WE HAVE TO REPLACE THE ENTIRE RESIDENCE.  WE HAVE A 

$5,000.00 DEDUCTIBLE ON OUR INSURANCE POLICY, SO ANYTHING 

UNDER $5,000.00, WE JUST PAY IT.  AGAIN, OBVIOUSLY, I THINK 

THERE IS A DIFFERENCE, WE WANT TO BE FAIR BUT I AM CURIOUS 

WHAT THE COUNCIL’S OPINION IS ON WHAT FAIR IS.  COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS STATED THAT THIS HAD BEEN TALKED ABOUT YEARS 

AGO AND WHAT THE APPROPRIATE ACTION WAS AT THAT TIME WAS 

TO HAVE THEM START WITH THEIR INSURANCE.  THAT IS WHAT I 

HAVE ALWAYS TOLD PEOPLE, BECAUSE I HAVE ALWAYS THOUGHT 



THAT WAS THE PROCESS.  IF THEIR INSURANCE WANTS TO GET IN 

CONTACT WITH OUR INSURANCE, THEY CALL ANGIE AND THAT’S 

HOW IT IS HANDLED.  BECAUSE I GET CONTACTED BY INSURANCE 

COMPANIES AND I SEND THEM TO ANGIE AND SHE GETS THEM IN 

TOUCH WITH OUR INSURANCE COMPANY.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON 

STATED IT WAS HIS THOUGHT IF THEY CONTACT THEIR INSURANCE 

COMPANY AND THE INSURANCE COMPANY DEEMS IT NOT BE A 

COLLECTIBLE ITEM, THEN THEY WOULD CONTACT THE CITY AND 

OUR INSURANCE COMPANY, IF OUR RESPONSIBILITY LIES THERE.  I 

THINK WE WILL LET THE INSURANCE COMPANIES DETERMINE WHO IS 

LIABLE FOR THAT, INSTEAD OF US MAKING THAT DETERMINATION.  

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THAT SHE DID SPEAK WITH A 

COUPLE OF THEM AND SHE TOLD THEM THAT THE CITY WOULD HELP 

THEM OUT WITH IT, REASONABLY.  THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS ONE 

OF THE LARGEST RAINS WE HAVE HAD IN A LONG TIME BECAUSE IT 

CAME SO QUICK.  ALSO, WE DEPEND ON OUR STREET 

SUPERINTENDENT AND SEWER SUPERINTENDENT TO LET US KNOW 

IF IT IS OUR FAULT.  UNDERSTAND, IF IT IS UNDER $5,000.00, WE WILL 

PAY IT ANYWAY IF WE ARE FOUND TO BE LIABLE.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON AGREED, AND STATED IF WE ARE LIABLE.  THE INSURANCE 

COMPANY SHOULD DECIDE IF THE CITY IS LIABLE. 

21. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENT ARE DOING GOOD AND THE FIRE TRUCKS HAVE 

PASSED THEIR TESTING.  THESE TWO GUYS HAVE EVERYTHING 

UNDER CONTROL.  JP STATED THAT RONNIE RUSSEL GRADUATED 

LAST FRIDAY AND IS DOING WELL 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED HE HAD NOTHING.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED DAVE CHAMBERS IS DOING A 

GREAT JOB WITH THE CITY.  SHE ALSO WANTED TO THANK THE FIRE 

AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS WITH ALL THE HELP THEY HAVE GIVEN 

HER GRANDPARENTS RECENTLY. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED WATER AND SEWER IS DOING 

PRETTY GOOD SO I DON’T HAVE A WHOLE LOT. 

22. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

NONE 



23. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:41 P.M. 

 
 

_________________________________       _________________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN           ANGELA BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 


