
 
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 2020 
 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

MARCH 10, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE 

A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $223,780.77.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 
THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, COVID-19 

RELATED ISSUES.  THE MAYOR STATED WE OPERATE UNDER THE 

ORDER THE GOVENOR HAS PASSED WITH HIS GUIDELINES. I WANT 

ALL THE COMMISSIONERS TO KNOW THAT UNDER THAT GUIDELINE IT 

GIVES A LOT MORE AUTHORITY TO THE MAYOR TO MAKE DECISIONS 

AS FAR AS RESOURCES, FINANCIAL AND PERSONELLE. I WOULD 

ONLY MAKE A DECISION ON AN EMERGENCY SITUATION THAT HAD 

TO BE MADE IMMEDIATELY WITHOUT INFORMING THE COUNCIL WITH 

WHAT WE ARE GOING TO DO AND HAVING THAT CONVERSATION, BUT 

IT DOES GIVE THAT AUTHORITY BECAUSE OF THE NATURE OF THIS 

SITUATION BEING AN EMERGENCY. WHAT WE ARE GOING TO 

OPERATE UNDER IS SOMETHING CALLED NATIONAL MANAGEMENT 

SYSTEM WHERE THE DEPARTMENT HEADS BASICALLY OVER THEIR 

DEPARTMENTS. THE FIRE DEPARTMENT, JODY WILL BE IN CHARGE 

OF THAT, JP FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT, ROGER FOR THE 

STREET DEPARTMENT, JIM WHITE FOR WATER, CHARLES HUBBLE IN 

CHARGE OF SEWER AND WE WILL WORK WITH THEM AS FAR AS 

THINGS ON IMMEDIATE NEED. UNDERSTAND THAT WE HAVE THE 

ABILITY AND I NEED YOU TO OKAY THIS THAT IF WE NEED TWO 

DEPARTMENT PERSONELLE TO TAKE DUMP TRUCKS TO MCORDS OR 



TO GO GET STUFF THAT THAT’S OKAY. IF WE NEED WATER 

DEPARTMENT PERSONELLE TO HELP THE FIRE DEPARTMENT PUT UP 

STRUCTURES, THAT’S OKAY AND WE ARE ALL WORKING TOGETHER 

AS A COMMUNITY IN THAT NATURE. AGAIN, I WANT TO MAKE SURE 

EVERYBODY KNOWS AS MUCH AS THEY NEED TO KNOW, BUT I DON’T 

WANT TO IMPEDE ANYTHING THAT WOULD BE AN EMERGENCY 

DECISION. ANY QUESTIONS THAT YOU HAVE I WILL TRY AND EXPLAIN 

OR JODY. I SAW THE COUNCIL MEETING PICKNEYVILLE HAD ON TV 

AND THEY SPOKE ABOUT NOT CHARGING LATE PENALITIES ON 

WATER BILLS AND NOT CUTTING WATER OFF. I THINK UNDER THE 

ORDER THE GOVERNOR SIGNED THOSE THINGS WERE INCLUDED IN 

THAT. JUST FOR INFORMATION I WOULD LIKE FOR YOU TO 

UNDERSTAND ON THAT LIST THERE IS A LOT OF TALK ABOUT WHAT 

CAN AND CANNOT STAY OPEN. I HAVE BEEN WORKING WITH RENT 

ONE TODAY AND IN SOME COMMUNITIES, THEY ARE TRYING TO 

CLOSE THOSE STORES, BUT HE SELLS COMPUTERS WHICH IS LISTED 

AS AN ITEM NEEDED FOR STAYING AT HOME AND WORKING FROM 

HOME. HE SELLS WASHERS AND DRYERS WHICH IS AN ITEM LISTED 

UNDER SANITATION SO HE HAS FROM ME AS FAR AS I AM 

CONCERNED THE ABILITY TO STAY OPEN. I PERSONALLY THINK WE 

WILL DEAL IT ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS, WE HAD A COMPLAINT 

TODAY ABOUT QUEST FITNESS CENTER THAT WAS STILL OPEN. I 

THINK WHAT WAS HAPPENING THERE WAS THEY HAD AN AUTOMATIC 

KEY CARD SYSTEM WHERE PEOPLE CAN GO IN AND OUT 24 HOURS 

AND THAT HAS NOT BEEN DISABLED YET. WE HAVE PLACED A CALL 

TO HIM TO NOTIFY HIM THAT UNDER THE GUIDELINES THAT WE CAN 

SEE FITNESS CENTERS ARE REQUIRED TO CLOSE. AGAIN, WE WILL 

DEAL WITH THIS ON A CASE BY CASE BASIS.  

 

THE MAYOR STATED OUR BUSINESSES ARE HAVING A LOT OF 

PROBLEMS. I TALKED TO DIXIE CREAM AND ALL THREE OF THEIR 

BUSINESSES ARE SUFFERING BECAUSE THE GAS STATIONS HAVE 

STOPPED PURCHASING DONUTS SO THERE ARE NO DELIVERIES, 

CHURCHES ARE NOT HAVING SERVICES SO THERE IS NOTHING 

THERE ON SUNDAY AND THE INSIDE SALES AND DONUT SALES ARE 

DOWN. SUBWAY HAS CURBSIDE PICK UP BUT IT ISN’T WORKING 

VERY WELL FOR THEM, LETS JUST PRAY THAT THIS IS OVER SOON. 

AT THIS TIME, I DON’T THINK WE NEED TO TAKE ANY ACTION ON AN 

EMERGENCY ISSUES AS FAR AS THE COVID-19 GOES I WILL KEEP ALL 

OF YOU UPDATED ON A DAILY BASIS THROUGH EMAIL. 



 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN & 

ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,280.00 REGARDING IL ROUTE 

149, KEN GRAY BOULEVARD AND BOB BURTON WAY PRELIMINARY 

ENGINEERING INVOICE #2. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM BROWN & 

ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $27,915.80 REGARDING I57 & 

ROUTE 149INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION PHASE 1 ENGINEERING 

INVOICE #5.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM WIGGS 

EXCAVATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,864.00 REGARDING 

REPAIRS TO 9TH STREET FOR THE WATER DEPARTMENT. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THIS IS A BIG WATER BREAK WE 

HAD OUT ON 9TH STREET.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT LEASE #100 

FROM RYAN AND SARA RIDGEWAY TO PATRICK AND DEANNA 

SMILLIE. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE TO 

STOCK BOTH LAKES, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL 

CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

8. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: 

N/A 

9. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

WE HAD A MEETING WITH ALL OF OUR DEPARTMENT HEADS AND I 

WANT TO THANK THEM FOR ALL THEIR COOPERATION. EVERYTHING 

IS RUNNING SMOOTH AND I FEEL LIKE WE ARE ON THE RIGHT TRACK. 

WE ARE IN A SITUATION WHERE THE GOVERNOR IS MAKING THE 



DECISIONS AND THE ORDERS THAT WE HAVE TO FOLLOW.  

10. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE CHIEFS 

HAVE BEEN KEEPING ME UPDATED. AS ALWAYS, THEY ARE DOING A 

GOOD JOB AND I DO APPRECIATE THEM. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED I THINK ALL THE DEPARTMENTS 

ARE DOING AN EXCELLENT JOB WITH THE CRISIS WE ARE FACED 

WITH. THEY ARE HANDELING IT VERY WELL, NOT ONLY THE FIRE AND 

POLICE DEPARTMENTS BUT THE STREET, SEWER, WATER AND 

CODES. 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED I WANT TO THANK EVERYBODY 

FOR THEIR COOPERATION DURING THIS ORDEAL. ALL THE 

DEPARTMENTS JUST AS YOU SAID AND THE COOPERATION IN THE 

OFFICE TOO BECAUSE I KNOW THAT IT IS SCARY AND SOMETHING 

WE HAVE NEVER DEALT WITH BEFORE AND I APPRECIATE 

EVERYBODY KEEPING A COOL HEAD AND TRYING OUR BEST TO 

KEEP THE CITY GOING. THE SEWER AND WATER ARE DOING A GREAT 

JOB. I APPRECIATE THE FACT WE CAN HAVE THESE MEETING 

ELECTRONICALLY AND EVERYBODY IS SO WILLING TO LEARN, WE 

HAVE JUST STEPPED INTO THE FUTURE HERE AND I THINK IT IS 

REALLY NEAT. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I FEEL THE SAME WAY AND I 

APPRECIATE BEIGN ABLE TO PARTICIPATE AND NOT BE THERE 

RIGHT NOW. I KNOW ROGER HAS HAD A HARD TIME JUST TRYING TO 

KEEP UP WITH THE WEATHER. I THINK EVERYBODY DESERVES A 

ROUND OF APPLAUSE FOR GETTING THE TEMPORARY PUMP IN 

PLACE BECAUSE WE HAVE NEEDED IT. THAT WAS A GOOD MOVE IN 

ADVANCE AND WE APPRECIATE YOU GUYS FOR THAT TOO.  

11. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

N/A 

12. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:21 P.M. 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 


