
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2020 

 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

FEBRUARY 25, 2020 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $541,460.84. THE MAYOR STATED I 

WOULD LIKE TO NOTE THAT WE HAVE A $270,000.00 FOR OUR 

LIABILITY INSURANCE WHICH IS INCLUDED IN THIS AMOUNT. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 
4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATIONS OF 

JAMES TROGOLO AND NATHAN BURNETT FROM THE WEST 

FRANKFORT POLICE DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THESE TWO 

OFFICERS WERE EXCELLENT OFFICERS AND WERE GIVEN THE 

CHANCE TO GO TO THE ILLINOIS STATE POLICE. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS STATED THEY WERE GOOD OFFIERS AND I WISH THEM THE 

BEST OF LUCK AND HOPE THAT EVERYTHING WORKS OUT FOR 

THEM. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN 

AGREEMENT RICHARD GLODICH d/b/a SEARA, INC. FOR 

REDEVLEOPMENT OF CERTRAIN PROPERTY UTILIZING TAX 

INCREMENT FINANCING.  THIS MATTER WAS TABLED.  

 



6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A DONATION TO THE OLD KING COAL COMMITTEE. THE 

MAYOR STATED IN THE YEARS PAST WE HAVE GIVEN THEM $5,000.00; 

THIS COMES FROM THE MONEY WE GET FROM GAMING OR WE TAKE 

IT FROM THE HOTEL/MOTEL. LAST YEAR WE GAVE THEM $10,000.00 

SO WHATEVER THE COUNCIL WOULD LIKE TO DO. I THINK THEY 

WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE $10,000.00 WE GAVE THEM LAST YEAR 

BECAUSE IT HELPS THEM GET SOME ACTS IN HERE AND TO BRING IN 

PEOPLE TO BE ON THE MAIN STAGE. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS 

STATED I WILL MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE $10,000.00.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT TO ENTER INTO AN APPLICATION 

FOR CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FOR THE DIVISION OF PUBLIC WATER 

SUPPLIES.  THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS AN ONGOING APPLICATION 

THAT WE ARE WORKING WITH THE WATER DEPARTMENT AND OUR 

ENGINEERING FIRM BROWN & ROBERTS. WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO 

DO IS WORK THROUGH A PROCESS SO THAT WE CAN REPLACE THE 

WATER METERS IN THE CITY AND WE CAN GO TO A SYSTEM WHERE 

THE METERS WILL BE ABLE TO BE READ AS YOU DRIVE BY OR WE 

CAN HAVE THE METERS THAT WOULD BE READ FROM ANTENNAS 

WHERE THEY WOULD ELECTRONICALLY READ THEM. I WANT TO 

THANK JIM WHITE FOR ALL THE WORK HE HAS DONE ON THIS.    

COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

THE CITY OF WEST FRANKFORT TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT FOR 

TECHINICAL SERVICES AND ASSISTANCE BETWEEN FRANKLIN 

COUNTY I-57 ENTERPRISE ZONE AND MORAN ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, LCC. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVEN’T REALLY 

DONE AN OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT, OUR ENTERPRIZE ZONE 

AGREEMENT WAS RENEWED ON JANUARY 1, 2020. WE ARE NOW IN 

AN AGREEMENT GROUP WITH WEST CITY, CITY OF BENTON AND THE 

FRANKLIN COUNTY BOARD. WE ME THE LAST TWO FRIDAYS AND 



HAVE BEEN IN DISCUSSIONS WITH KEITH MORAN HE WILL BE OUR 

ADMINISTRATOR AND ANYTHING WE DO WITH THE ZONE WILL BE UP 

TO HIS APPROVAL. HE IS THE ONE THAT DID THE APPLICATION FOR 

US AND THE AGREEMENT WILL BE FOR WHAT EVER WORK HE DOES 

FOR US WE WILL BE RESPONSIBLE TO PAY HIM, HIS RATE IS $95.00 

AN HOUR. IF HE DOES WORK FOR THE ENITIRE ZONE THEN EACH 

ONE OF THE ENTITIES WILL SHARE EQUALLY IN THE COST OF THAT. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE PURCHASE OF A NEW OUTDOOR WARNING SIREN 

SYSTEM ON INDUSTRIAL PARK ROAD. FIRE CHIEF, JODY ALLEN 

STATED THEY REPAIRED OUR SIREN ONCE AND THE TOP OF IT IS 

REALLY OLD AND THE FIRST RAIN WE HAD IT GOT SET OFF AND 

SHOT SPARKS. THE MAYOR STATED THIS SYSTEM THAT WE HAVE 

HAS BEEN IN PLACE LONGER THAN I HAVE BEEN AROUND. THIS IS 

$26,000.00 TO REPLACE THAT SYSTEM AND IT WILL BE BRAND NEW. 

THE MAYOR ASKED IF THERE WERE ANY GRANTS FOR SOMETHING 

LIKE THIS? JODY STATED I HAVEN’T HEARD OF ANY FROM RYAN.      

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE HOSTING OF CITY’S EMAIL ACCOUNTS BY 4SIWI, LLC 

IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,870.80. THE MAYOR STATED OUR EMAIL 

ACCOUNTS ARE CURRENTLY WITH SINC AND WE ARE GOING TO 

SWITCH OVER TO 4SIWI. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON ASKED THE CITY 

CLERK IF SHE WAS RECOMMENDING, WE DO THIS? THE CITY CLERK 

STATED I THINK IT WOULD BE COST EFFICIENT, YES. COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON ASKED IF THEY DO A GOOD JOB? THE CITY CLERK STATED 

THEY DO.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 



11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM SKUTA 

CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,650.00 FOR THE WEST 

FRANKFORT SEWER DEPARTMENT. COMMISSIONER WARREN 

STATED BY PARKER REEDY AND THE SPECIAL ED OFFICE AND 

THINGS LIKE THAT THEY COULDN’T FLUSH AND IT NEEDED TO BE 

CLEANED OUT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM A.J. 

GALLAGHER RISK MANAGEMENT SERVICES, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$16,851.00 REGARDING ENDORSEMENT CHANGES REGARDING THE 

SEWER TREATMENT PLANT. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A GRANT 

FOR 8.2 MILLION DOLLARS AND OF THAT WE PAYED 2 MILLION AND 

WE GOT 6.2 WE DON’T HAVE TO PAY BACK. THE REASON WE DID 

THAT WAS TO RAISE THE SEWER PLANT UP ABOVE THE FLOOD 

ZONE. WE THOUGHT IF WE DID THIS, WE WOULDN’T HAVE TO CARRY 

FLOOD INSURANCE AND THAT ISN’T TRUE. THEY REQUIRE US TO 

CARRY FLOOD INSURANCE OUT THERE AND SO WE GOT AN 

ENDORSEMENT FROM OUR INSURANCE COMPANY AT THE ABOVE 

COST. COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

13. OFFICER REPORTS: 

CHIEF ALLEN READ THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.  

CHIEF PRUDENT READ THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.       

MAYOR JORDAN READ THE CODE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT. 

14. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:  

THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A BUILDING PERMIT FOR MEGAN 

WINNEGER AT 1684 AVERY STREET. OUR CODE ENFORCEMENT 

OFFICER, CW STILLEY HAS LOOKED AT THIS AND IT LOOKS LIKE IT IS 

ALL OKAY.  A COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 



15. EMERGENCY APPROVAL: 

THE MAYOR STATED ROGER HAS BEEN LOOKING FOR A BUCKET 

TRUCK FOR THE PURCHASE OF A BUCKET TRUCK FOR THE STREET 

DEPARTMENT. ROGER HAS TO BORROW THE PARK’S TRUCK WHEN 

HE NEEDS IT AND IT IS ON A LIMITED BASIS. THERE WAS AN AUCTION 

OVER THE WEEKEND AND THERE WAS A TRUCK THAT CAME 

AVAILABLE THAT FITS OUR NEEDS. WE HAVE THE ABILITY TO BUY 

THIS BUCKET TRUCK IT IS A 2001 FORD FOR $10,500.00. IT CAME UP 

ON A SHORT NOTICE THAT IS WHY IS FOR EMERGENCY APPROVAL. I 

WOULD LIKE TO ASK FOR THE ABILITY TO DO AN EMERGENCY 

PURCHASE ON THIS. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED WE DO 

NEED THIS FOR MANY THINGS, WE BORROW THE PARK’S A LOT AND 

THEY ARE VERY GENEROUS TO LET US USE IT. I THINK THIS WOULD 

MAKE EVERYBODYS LIKE A LOT EASIER AND A LOT SAFER.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

16. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

THERE IS A LOT OF THINGS GOING ON IN THE STATE. THE 

GOVERNOR HAS A TAX THAT HE IS TRYING TO PASS AND ONE OF 

THE THINGS HE IS TALKING ABOUT IS IF THE TAX IS APPROVED, WE 

RECEIVE MONEY FROM THE INCOME TAX FROM THE STATE (LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT DISBURSEMENT FUND) THAT IS THE MONEY THAT ALL 

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS GET FROM THE STATE. IT IS BY POPULATION 

THEY SET IT AND THE AMOUNT, SO FOR EACH PERSON WE HAVE IN 

THE CENSUS WE RECEIVE AN AMOUNT FOR THAT PERSON. IF THE 

TAX INCREASE DOESN’T GO THROUGH, THEY WILL TAKE MONEY 

AWAY FROM US AND WE WON’T GET THE FULL AMOUNT. I JUST WANT 

TO GO ON THE RECORD TO SAY THAT IS THE MONEY THAT IS BEST 

SPENT. LOCAL GOVERNEMENTS ARE MORE RESPONSIBLE THAN 

ANYBODY BECAUSE WE ARE HERE TALKING ABOUT THE THINGS, WE 

ARE MAKING PURCHASES FOR AND IF THEY REDUCE THAT THEN IS 

REDUCES OUR ABILITY TO OPERATE. I WANT YOU TO BE AWARE 

THEY DID THE SAME THING FOR THE SCHOOLS.  

 

 



17. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENTS ARE DOING A FINE JOB AS USUAL. I KNOW WE ARE IN 

A LITTLE BIT OF A BIND IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT RIGHT NOW, 

BUT IT WILL IMPROVE.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED WE LOST TWO GOOD POLICE 

MEN, HOPEFULLY WE WILL GAIN TWO. I AM LOOKING FORWARD TO 

THE NEW FACILITY THAT WE ARE GOING TO BE MOVING INTO NEXT 

MONTH. APRIL 10TH IS THE MOVE SO WE WILL BE AT THE NEW 

FACILITY FOR THE FIRST MEETING IN APRIL. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I WANT TO THANK EVERYBODY 

FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE BUCKET TRUCK. WE HAVE BEEN 

TALKING ABOUT THAT FOR ABOUT THEN YEARS AND IT HASN’T BEEN 

FINANCIALLY FEASIBLE. THE CITY COUNCIL DOESN’T DO THE EASTER 

EGG HUNT IN TOWN BUT THE CITY HAS ALWAYS PURCHASED THE 

EASTER EGGS FOR THE EASTER EGG HUNT AND THIS YEAR SOME 

OF THE VOLUNTEERS ON THE PARK BOARD ARE BRINGING BACK THE 

EASTER EGG HUNT TO THE PARK. WE TALKED ABOUT IT AND 

DECIDED WE DIDN’T WANT TO COMPETE WITH THEM BECAUSE IT 

SHOULD HAVE ALWAYS BEEN AT THE PARK, BUT THE PARK 

CANCELED HAVING IT SO WE BROUGHT IT BACK IN ANOTHER 

LOCATION. WE WANT TO SUPPORT THEM AND HAVE ASKED 

EVERYBODY TO TRY AND GO TO THE EVENT AT THE PARK. IF IT 

GOES WELL FOR THEM POSSIBLY THE CITY CAN HELP THEM IN THE 

FUTURE. THE STREET DEPARTMENT DID A GREAT JOB ON THE 

BUILDING ACROSS FROM CVS.  

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER 

DEPARTMENS ARE DOING WELL. WE HAVE A LAKE COMMITTEE 

MEETING THURSDAY NIGHT IF ANYBODY IS INTERESTED IT IS AT 6:00 

RIGHT HERE.  

THE MAYOR STATED WE LOST ONE OF OUR LANDMARKS HERE IN 

WEST FRANKFORT. KENNY BEARD WAS HIT BY A CAR ON RT. 37 AND 

PASSED AWAY. I WANT TO SAY TO JOHN AND AMY PRUDENT AND TO 

JIM AND DARLA SLOAN FOR TAKING CARE OF HIM. THEY HAD A 

FUNERAL FOR HIM ON SATURDAY AND IT WAS PACKED. IT WAS 

BEAUTIFUL AND SO MANY PEOPLE PITCHED IN. I JUST WANT TO SAY 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE FOR MAKING HIM FEEL LOVED.  



18. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

JENNIFER FROM REPUBLIC SERVICES IS HERE TO TALK TO US. 

JENNIFER STATED THEY ARE A TRASH AND RECYCLING COMPANY 

AND ABOUT FIVE YEARS AGO THEY LOST THE CITY CONTRACT. I 

JUST WANTED EVERYONE TO KNOW WE ARE INTERESTED IN 

BIDDING WHEN IT COME UP AND WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO THE 

OPPORTUNITY. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, CONCERNS OR IDEAS 

GET AHOLD OF ME PLEASE.  

DON REEDLE ASKED ABOUT THE REPLACING OF THE WATER 

METERS WITH AN ELECTRONIC SYSTEM? THE MAYOR STATED MOST 

OF THE COMMUNITIES AROUND US HAVE THEM. THERE IS 

TECHNOLOGY AVAILABLE WHERE THE WATER METER HAS A RADIO 

TRANSMITTER ON IT. THE MAYOR CONTINUED TO EXPLAIN ALL THE 

DIFFERENT OPTIONS AND THE ASSISTANCE WE CAN GET TO HELP 

OUT WITH THE COST.   

19. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, PERSONNEL, LAND 

ACQUISITION AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION.  

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH THE MAYOR VOTED YES.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  THE COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:48 

P.M. 

20. THE COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:29 P.M. ON A 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO RETURN 

TO OPEN SESSION.  MOTION CARRIED. 

21. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:29 P.M. 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 
 


