WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2019

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M.
REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN
ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY
CLERK.

THE MAYOR STATED | WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME EVERYONE
HERE THIS EVENING. THIS IS THE WEST FRANKFORT CITY
COUNCIL MEETING AND WE HAVE THIS TWICE A MONTH. THE
AGENDA HAS BEEN OUT SINCE FRIDAY AND EVERYTHING ON
THIS AGENDA THAT WE ARE GOING TO DISCUSS IS GOING TO BE
DISCUSSED BY US. WHEN | ASK IF THERE ARE ANY QUESTIONS |
AM DIRECTING THAT TO THE COUNCIL. IF YOU HAD A PROBLEM
WITH ANYTHING ON THE AGENDA YOU HAVE HAS UNTIL FRIDAY
UNTIL TONIGHT TO DISCUSS THAT. WE ARE GOING TO TAKE
ACTION ON THESE ITEMS. IF YOU WANT TO ADDRESS THE
COUNCIL AT THE BOTTOM OF THE AGENDA YOU WILL SEE
NUMBER 14 IS AUDIENCE QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS. WE ASK
THAT YOU WOULD LIMIT THOSE TO THREE MINUTES AND AT THAT
TIME WE WILL RECOGNIZE YOU.

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM
THE OCTOBER 8, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS
IN THE AMOUNT OF $266,138.67. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS A PRESENTATION BY FIRE CHIEF JODY
ALLEN OF LIFE SAVING AWARDS.



5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING AN APPLICATION FOR A CLASS A LIQUOR LICENSE.
THE MAYOR STATED THIS APPLICATION REQUEST IS FROM THE
LIQUOR BARRELL. AS THE LIQUOR COMMISSIONER | FEEL
OBLIGATED TO BRING THESE BEFORE THE COUNCIL WHEN WE
GET THEM. THEY ARE REQUESTING TO CHANGE THEIR LIQUOR
LICENSE FORM A CLASS “B” WHICH IS A PACKAGE LIQUOR
LICENSE TO A CLASS “A” WHICH WOULD BE SERVING ALCOHOL
LIKE A TAVERN. THE REASON THAT THEY ARE REQUESTING THIS
IS SO THEY CAN MAKE THE CHANGE TO ACCOMMODATE GETTING
GAMING. THE CITY EXPANDED OUR GAMING LICENSES SO THAT
WE CAN ACCOMMODATE PEOPLE THAT HAVE BEEN HERE AWHILE
AND ARE A PART OF THE COMMUNITY. WE HAVE APPROVED ONE
FOR HUCK’S AND NIFTY SWIFTY BECAUSE THEY WANTED TO
EXPAND THEIR FACILITIES. THIS HAS BEEN RECENTLY
PURCHASED ACCORDING TO THEIR LIQUOR LICENSE AND AFTER
REALLY LOOKING AT THEIR SPACE THEY DON'T REALLY HAVE A
LOT OF ROOM FOR PARKING. WHAT WE USUALLY ASK FOR IS AN
INVESTMENT IN OUR COMMUNITY. WHENEVER MACH 1 CAME TO
WEST FRANKFORT THEY ASKED IF THEY WOULD BUILD A FIVE
MILLION DOLLAR GAS STATION IN OUR COMMUNITY IF WE WOULD
CONSIDER GIVING THEM A GAMING LICENSE. WE WERE THEN
APPROACHED BY HUCKS AND THEY STATED THEY HAVE BEEN
HERE FOR TWENTY FIVE YEARS AND ARE A PART OF THE
COMMUNITY AND WOULD LIKE TO BE CONSIDERED FOR A
GAMING LICENSE. | THINK THEY MADE A VALID POINT BECAUSE
THEY DID SOME REMODELING AND WE WERE ABLE TO
ACCOMMODATE THEM. THAT IS KIND OF WHAT WE USE AS A
PREMISE TO APPROVE THESE LIQUOR LICENSES THAT WILL
ACCOMMODATE GAMING. IT IS MY RECCOMMENDATION THAT WE
DO NOT ALLOW THIS LIQUOR LICENSE TO BE CHANGED FROM A
CLASS “B” TO A CLASS “A” SIMPLY BECAUSE | WOULD LIKE TO SEE
SOME SORT OF INVESTMENT. THE LIQUOR BARRELL PRETTY
MUCH LOOKS THE SAME AS IT DID WHEN | WAS IN HIGH SCHOOL.
NOT ANYTHING AGAINST THAT JUST STATING A FACT. | REALLY
DON'T THINK IT WOULD ACCOMMODATE A GAMING LICENSE.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO DENY, SECONDED
BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO DENY. MOTION
CARRIED.



6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO LOUIS LC
WORLDWIDE, LLC FOR REDEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY
UTILIZING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING LOCATED IN THE CITY OF
WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS. THE MAYOR STATED ON
INDUSTRIAL PARK ROAD THERE IS AN OLD BUILDING THERE THAT
HAS SAT VACANT FOR TEN YEARS OR LONGER. THIS IS A
REDEVELOPMENT PROPOSAL FOR LOUIES LC WORLDWIDE. HE IS
GOING TO PURSHASE THAT BUILDING AND WANTED TO KNOW IF
THE CITY WOULD HELP HIM WITH RENOVATIONS SO HE CAN PUT
A BUSINESS OUT THERE. IT WILL EMPLOY TWO FULL TIME AND
TWO PART TIME EMPLOYEES IN THE BEGINNING AND THEY ARE
GOING TO MAKE A $206,800.00 INVESTMENT IN RENOVATIONS OF
THAT STRUCTURE AND INCREASE THE PARKING LOT SPACE.
OVER THE NEXT TEN YEARS WE WILL GIVE HIM BACK 60% OF THE
TAXES COLLECTED ON THAT PROPERTY. COMMISSIONER
SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS AND AWARD PROJECTS
FOR RENOVATIONS TO THE NEW CITY HALL BUILDING AT 605 W.
MAIN STREET. THE MAYOR STATED WE RECEIVED THIS BUILDING
AS A DONATION FROM BANTERRA BANK. WE HAD A BID LETTING
AND TABLED THE BIDS AT THE LAST METTING BECAUSE THERE
WAS SUCH A PRICE DIFFERENCE IN THE BIDS. WE RECEIVED
TWO BIDS ON THIS ONE FROM ROSS CONSTRUCTION FOR
$46,700.00 AND FAGER-MCGEE FOR $88,755.00 AFTER AND
EVALUATION OF THESE BIDS WHAT WE FOUND WAS THAT ROSS
CONSTRUCTION HAD NOT BID ON THE PAINTING, WALL PAPER,
CARPET REMOVAL, PLUMBING, HVC AND ELECTRICAL WORK
THAT IS REQUIRED. WE WOULD LIKE TO MOVE FORWARD WITH
THIS PROJECT SO SOMETIME BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR WE
COULD MOVE OUT THERE AND UTILIZE THAT STRUCTURE. |
WOULD FIRST LIKE TO ACCEPT THE BIDS THAT WE HAVE AND MY
RECOMMENDATION IS TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM FAGER-MCGEE
FOR $88,755.00. THEY BROUGHT FIVE CONTRACTORS IN TO LOOK
AT THE BUILDING, WE HAD THREE MEETINGS WITH THEM ON SITE
AND THEY EXPLAINED EVERYTHING THEY WILL HAVE TO DO. WE
FIRST NEED TO ACCEPT THE BIDS. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON



MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

A. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO AWARD THE BID AND
PROJECT TO FAGER-MCGEE IN THE AMOUNT OF $88,755.00.
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION,
REGARDING INSTALLATION OF A HEATER FOR THE BAY AT THE
FIRE DEPARTMENT TO KEEP THE MEDICAL SUPPLIES,
EQUIPMENT AND WATER FROM FREEZING. FIRE CHIEF, JODY
ALLEN STATED IT IS FIFTEEN YEARS OLD AND THE ISSUE WE ARE
HAVING WITH IT IS IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NIGHT IT SHUTS OFF
AND HASN'T BEEN WORKING. THE CHEAPEST BID | GOT WAS
FROM VOLANSKI FOR $15,587.54 THE BID | GOT FROM FOWLER
WAS OVER $20,000.00. COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED | WILL
MAKE A MOTION TO ACCEPT THE BID FROM VOLANSKI FOR
$15,587.54. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS ACCEPTANCE OF COMPLIANCE REVIEW #79
COVERING THE RECEIPT AND DISBURSEMENT OF MOTOR FUEL
TAX FUNDS BY THE CITY FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING JANUARY
1, 2013 AND ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2018. THE MAYOR STATED
IDOT CAME IN AND DID A REVIEW OF THE WAY WE ARE
HANDELING THEIR MOTOR FUEL MONEY. WE HAVE A LETTER
THAT CERTIFIES OUR RECORDS ARE TRUE AND CORRECT.
COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM
JOHNSON’S AUTO & TRUCK REPAIR IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,756.92
FOR TIRES FOR THE A-1 FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT.
COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,



11.

12.

13.

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR HUCK’S TO HOLD THEIR
ANNUAL CARING FOR KIDS ROADBLOCK ON FRIDAY, OCTOBER
25,2019 FROM 3:00 P.M. TO 6:00 P.M. AND SATURDAY, OCTOBER
26, 2019 FROM 8:00 A.M. TO 2:00 P.M. AT THE INTERSECTION OF
ROUTE 149 AND HIGHWAY 37. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE
A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER
HARKINS. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR
JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:

THERE IS A REQUEST FOR A BUILDING PERMIT FOR THE LOUIES
P& R RENOVATIONS AND THE BUILDING THEY ARE GOING TO DO
OUT AT THE OLD PRESS PLANT. THE ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION
COST IS $219,300.00. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION
TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL
CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED
TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.

MAYORS COMMENTS:

| WANT TO THANK THE FIREFIGHTERS AND POLICE OFFICERS
THAT WE HAVE. WE REALLY DO APPRECIATE YOUR EFFORTS
AND PUTTING YOUR LIFE ON THE LINE. YOU GUYS DO A GREAT
JOB. WE HAVE HAD SOME WINDOWS SHOT OUT ALONG OUR MAIN
STREET AND THE CITY IS GOING TO OFFER A $500 REWARD FOR
ANY LEADS THAT WOULD FACILITATE THE ARREST. THE CITY IS
GOING TO WORK INTO PUTTING SOME CAMERAS ON MAIN
STREET. WE HAVE BEGUN THE DISCUSSION TO PUT CAMERAS
DOWN EVERY BLOCK THAT WOULD COVER THE AREA.

14. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS:

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED WE WILL FIND OUT WHO HAS
BEEN SHOOTING THE WINDOWS OUT AND WE WILL GET THEM.

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED | DON'T WANT TO LEAVE
THE GIRLS IN THE OFFICE OUT AND ROGER AND OUR



COMPTROLLER WHEN WE TALK ABOUT THE AMOUNT OF WORK
THAT HAS TO GO INTO THE MOTOR FUEL TAX PROGRAM. IT IS
OVERWHELMING AND WHEN | FIRST GOT HERE | THOUGHT |
WOULD NEVER FIGURE IT OUT BECAUSE THERE ARE SO MANY
RULES AND REGULATIONS. EVERYTHING HAS TO BE PERFECT
AND ROGER AND TARYN DO SUCH A GOOD JOB WITH THE
AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT WE HAVE. WE HAVEN'T HAD AS MUCH
MONEY AS WE HAVE HAD PREVIOUSLY AND WE HAVE HAD TO
FIND WAYS TO FIGURE THAT OUT. OUR COMPTROLLER HAS BEEN
GREAT ABOUT LOOKING AT THINGS WE HAVE PAID FOR OUT OF
OTHER FUNDS THAT CAN BE PART OF MOTOR FUEL TAX TO
SWAP OUT AND WE HAVE SAVED A TON OF MONEY BY DOING
THAT. THEY DO A REALLY GOOD JOB AT IT SO THANK YOU GUYS.

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER
DEPARTMENTS ARE DOING WELL.

THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD A LITTLE PROBLEM WITH OUR
WATER DISTRIBUTION ON RT. 37 AND THE WATER TOWER. THE
VALVE ISN'T WORKING PROPERLY AND IT WILL BE REPAIRED ON
FRIDAY.

15.THE NEXT ITEM IS AN EMERGENCY APPROVAL TO PAY AN
INVOICE FROM SANDNER ELECTRIC COMPANY FOR REPAIRS TO
THE LAGOON AERATOR IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,135.73. THE
MAYOR STATED THIS WAS AN EMERGENCY SITUATION.
COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE,
SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:
ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE.
MOTION CARRIED.

16. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:

THERE WERE SEVERAL AUDIENCE MEMBERS WHO SPOKE AND
ADDRESSED THE CITY COUNCIL. THESE SPEAKERS SIGNED IN ON
OUR PUBLIC COMMENT SIGN IN SHEET.

17.MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE
SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, PERSONNEL,
LAND ACQUISITION AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE
ACTION. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO
APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL
VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH THE MAYOR VOTED



YES. MOTION CARRIED. THE COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE
SESSION AT 7:19 P.M.

18.THE COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:41 P.M. ON A
MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL
COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION. MOTION CARRIED.

19.WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING
WAS ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT
7:41 P.M.

MAYOR TOM JORDAN ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK



