
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2019 

 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. COMMISSIONER HARKINS, 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS AND COMMISSIONER WARREN WERE 

IN ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY 

CLERK. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON WAS NOT IN ATTENDANCE. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM 

THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $382,233.78. COMMISSIONER 

WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A BILL THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO 

ME FROM DON GASS WHO IS THE ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 

BUSINESS INCUBATOR AND THEY HAVE A ROOF PROBLEM THAT 

THEY NEED TO GET REPAIRED. THIS IS AN EMERGENCY 

SITUATION AND WE HAVE AN AMOUNT FROM TRI-COUNTY 

ROOFING FOR $21,350.00. THIS COMPANY IS WHO DID THE 

REPAIRS AND THE ROOF ON THE MALL. DON HAS A LEAK THERE 

THAT IS CAUSING SOME PROBLEMS AT THE INCUBATOR SO I 

WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE COUNCILS APPROVAL TO ALLOW THEM 

TO FIX THIS.  COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL 

CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 
4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PURCHASE REQUEST FOR 

SURPLUS PROPERTY. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A BID FROM 



ROBBIN SMOTHERS TO PURCHASE 502 N. ADAMS. THE BID IS FOR 

$1000.00. AND I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT WE ACCEPT THAT BID 

FOR THAT PROPERTY.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN 

VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS AND AWARD PROJECTS 

FOR RENOVATIONS TO THE NEW CITY HALL BUILDING AT 605 W. 

MAIN STREET. THE MAYOR STATED WE RECEIVED TWO BIDS. THE 

FIRST BID WAS FROM ROSS CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$46,700.00 AND THE NEXT BID WAS FROM FABER MCGEE FOR 

$88,755.00. THROUGH THIS PROCESS WHAT WE FOUND WAS 

THAT FABER MCGEE BROUGHT IN SUBCONTRACTORS AND WENT 

THROUGH A VERY EXTENSIVE PROCESS ABOUT ALL THIS 

CONSTRUCTION. WHAT I WOULD LIKE TO DO IS ASK FOR THE 

COUNCILS APPROVAL TO MEET WITH THESE TWO CONTRACTORS 

AND TALK TO THEM BECAUSE I DON’T THINK THESE TWO BIDS 

ARE THE SAME.THEY DIDN’T SEEM TO BID ON THE SAME THINGS. 

AFTER DISCUSSION, THIS MATTER WAS TABLED.   

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING 

PARKING ON E. ST. LOUIS STREET FROM BRYAN STREET TO 

HORRELL STREET. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS ALMOST 

COMPLETED SO WE NEED TO PASS AN ORDINANCE SO PEOPLE 

CAN’T PARK ON THIS STREET. WE NEED TO DECIDE HOW MUCH 

THE FINE WILL BE AND THE TOWING AMOUNT. IF SOMEONE IS 

PARKED ILLEGALLY THEY WILL GET A PARKING TICKET AND IF IT 

ISN’T REMOVED IN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME WE CAN TOW IT 

AT THEIR EXPENSE. THE FIRST COUPLE MONTHS WE CAN WRITE 

WARNING TICKETS TO LET EVERYONE KNOW. THE NO PARKING 

SIGNS ARE ALREADY UP AND INCLUDED IN THIS PROJECT WAS 

ACCOMMODATIONS THAT WE MADE FOR ALL THE RESIDENTS 

THAT WERE THERE THAT IF THEY WERE PARKING IN THE STREET 

WE ACCOMMODATED THEM WITH EITHER ADDITIONAL PARKING 

SOMEWHERE OR A DRIVEWAY. THE COUNCIL DECIDED ON $50 

TICKET AND $100 TOWING PLUS THE TOWING FEE.   

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  

ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 



MOTION CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE STREET DEPARTMENT DEMOLISHING 303 & 305 

W. MAIN STREET. THE MAYOR STATED WE RECEIVED ONE BID ON 

THIS AND THIS BID WAS REJECTED. I TALKED TO ROGER 

STANLEY AND HE SAID THE CITY HAS THE ABILITY TO TEAR 

THOSE BUILDINGS DOWN. THE BID WE DID RECEIVE ON THIS WAS 

$26,000.00 AND IT WAS REJECTED. I THINK IT WOULD BE A GREAT 

SAVINGS TO THE CITY TO LET THE STREET DEPARTMENT 

DEMOLISH THESE BUILDINGS BECAUSE IF WE PUT A LIEN ON 

THEM WE AREN’T GOING TO GET OUR MONEY BACK. I WOULD 

RECOMMEND THAT WE HAVE AN ASBESTOS SURVEY DONE OF 

THE STRUCTURES TO MAKE SURE THERE IS NO ASBESTOS IN 

THEM.  COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  

ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A PROPOSAL FROM CHEMSTREAM FOR AN OFFICE 

EXPANSION AT WFBI. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A LETTER 

FROM CHEMSTREAM AND WHAT THEY WANT TO DO IS EXPAND. 

THEY ARE A THRIVING BUSINEES OUT THERE AND ARE IN NEED 

OF OFFICE SPACE. THEY HAVE A PROPOSAL TO PUT IN A 17 X 70 

OFFICE STRUCTURE THAT WOULD BE PLACE DIRECTLY IN FRONT 

OF THE CURRENT SHOP AT THE BUSINESS INCUBATOR. THEY 

WILL PUT THIS ON A CONCRETE PAD AND IF THEY LEAVE OR 

CHEMSTREAM STOPS LEASING THE AREA AT THE BUSINESS 

INCUBATOR THE BUILDING WILL BE OURS. THEY ARE ASKING 

CONSIDERATION FROM THE CITY TO NOT CHARGE THEM 

ADDITIONAL RENT BECAUSE OF THE STRUCTURE THAT IS GOING 

TO BE THERE AND LEFT THERE FOR US. THEY WOULD LIKE FOR 

THE CITY TO PROVIDE THEM WITH A WATER AND SEWER HOOK 

UP AND SOME ELECTRICAL. WHAT THAT WOULD REQUIRE 

WOULD BE TO BRING THE WATER LINE UP TO THE BUILDING 

INSIDE THE CONCRETE PAD, HOOKING UP A SEWER LINE AND TO 

PUT A LIGHT AND ELECTRICITY ON THE POLE OUTISDE THE 

BUILDING. FROM WHAT I UNDERSTAND THEY ARE GOING TO 

HAVE FIVE MORE JOBS AVAILABLE OUT THERE AND THE CITY 

WILL BENEFIT FROM THE BUILDING THEY ARE GOING TO PUT UP. 



I THINK THIS IS VERY REASONABLE WE JUST NEED TO FIND OUT 

HOW MUCH THIS WILL COST TO RUN THE SEWER LINE. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I WILL MAKE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE THIS PENDING ANY COST ISSUES WITH THE SEWER.    

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL OF BIDS TO INSTALL A HVAC UNIT AT THE 

NEW WATER SHED. THE MAYOR STATED WE RECEIVED A 

BUILDING JUST NORTH OF HERE AND THE WATER DEPARTMENT 

HAS BEEN REPAIRING IT AND WE NEED TO PUT SOME HEAT AND 

AIR CONDITIONING IN IT. WE HAVE TWO PROPOSALS THE FIRST 

ONE FROM FOWLER HEATING & AIR FOR $12,527.00 AND WE HAVE 

ONE FROM CARL VOLANSKI FOR ELECTRIC IT IS $6,717.00 AND 

GAS $7,466.00. THE MAYOR ASKED WATER SUPERINTENDENT JIM 

WHITE IF HE HAS A PREFERENCE ON ELECTRIC OR GAS? JIM 

STATED HE PREFERS THE GAS.COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED 

I WILL MAKE A MOTION TO GO WITH CARL VOLANSKI WITH THE 

GAS OPTION FOR $7,466.00.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND 

MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

BROWN & ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $52,913.96 

REGARDING I57 & IL RT 149 INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION PHASE 

1 ENGINEERING.   COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL 

CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM ERB 

EQUIPMENT COMPANY IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,902.00 FOR THE 

RENTAL OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE STREET DEPARTMENT. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 



12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

HAWKINS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,844.04 FOR THE SEWER 

DEPARTMENT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL 

CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM DOOR 

DOCTOR OF SOUTHERN ILLINOIS REGARDING REPAIRS FOR THE 

SEWER DEPARTMENT.  COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND 

MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO TRANSFER LAKE LOT #116b 

FROM LONNA HERRELL TO KEN LANGDON.  COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

15. OFFICER REPORTS: 

CHIEF PRUDENT READ THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.  

CHIEF ALLEN READ THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.   

CODES OFFICER CW STILLEY READ THE CODES REPORT.     

16. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:  

WE HAVE A BUILDING PERMIT FROM A CARLOS HUDGINS AT 1303 

E. ELM STREET BUILDING A 50 X 122 DUPLEX BUILDING.THE 

SETBACKS LOOK LIKE THEY ARE OKAY WITH THE SIZE OF THE 

LOT.  THE MAYOR STATED WE HAD A DISCUSSION WITH HIM AND 

IT IS A PRE BUILT DUPLEX.  COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND 

MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

17. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

I WENT TO SPRINGFIELD LAST WEEK AND TALKED TO IEPA ABOUT 

OUR PERMIT AT THE SEWER PLANT. WE HAD A VERY GOOD 



MEETING UP THERE AND I WANT TO THANK MATT TOSH AND JOM 

BROWN OUR ENGINEERS FOR GOING UP THERE WITH US.  

18. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED OUR NEW FIRE TRUCK IS 

GETTING CLOSE TO BEING READY.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED IF ANYBODY EVER 

QUSTIONS HOW AWESOME OUR GUYS ARE I THINK GASTON IS A 

PRETTY GOOD EXAMPLE.  WE HAD A FIRE FIGHTER COME TO 

WORK WITH A 103 DEGREE TEMPERATURE AND PNEUMONIA AND 

STILL SAVED SOMEBODY ELSE. THAT IS PRETTY IMPRESSIVE. IT 

IS CHRISTMAS PLANNING TIME AND WE HAVE STARTED THE 

PLANNING.   

19. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

BECKY ROBINSON THE PARTNERSHIP SPECIALIST FOR THE 

CENSUS 2020 SPOKE ABOUT THE CENSUS AND WHAT THEY DO.  

20. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING 

WAS ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 

7:09 P.M. 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 
 


