
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2019 

 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY 

CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM 

THE JULY 23, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $524,991.91. COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 
4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING 

AN AGREEMENT WITH JAI YOGESHWAR LODGING LLC d/b/a 

AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN FOR REDEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN 

PROPERTY UTILIZING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING. THE MAYOR 

STATED WE TABLED THIS FROM LAST MEETING. THE PROJECT IS 

GOING TO INCLUDED ABOUT $78,000.00 WORTH OF EXPENSES ON 

BEHALF OF THE OWNER OF THE HOTEL ELIGIBLE COST. THE TIF 

AGREEMENT IS FOR THREE PAYMENTS OF $10,000.00 EACH 

TOTALING $30,000.00 REIMBURSED BACK TO THE HOTEL 

OWNERS. KEITH MORAN ESTIMATES THIS WILL GENERATE ABOUT 

$5,000.00 A YEAR OF ADDITIONAL REVENUE FOR TIF FUNDS. WE 

WILL RECOVER OUR PAYMENTS IN ABOUT SIX YEARS. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

 

 



5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR 

DEMOLITION REGARDING THE FOLLOWING PROPERTIES: 2012 E. 

ELM STREET, 1108 E. LINDELL, 1709 E. POPLAR & STRUCTURE AT 

THE WEST FRANKFORT LAKE. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE 

COURT ORDERS ON THESE TO ALLOW US TO DEMOLISH THE 

PROPERTIES. THE LAKE PROPERTY IS THE ONLY PROPERTY WE 

OWN AND THE OTHER THREE ARE GOING TO BE DEMOLISHED 

AND WE WILL PUT A LIEN AGAINST THE PROPERTY.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  

ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED.   

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING THE DEMOLITION OF CERTAIN PROPERTIES UNDER 

PROVISION OF THE ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL CODE. THE MAYOR 

ASKED HOW LONG IT WILL TAKE TO GET A COURT ORDER FROM 

THE JUDGE. CITY ATTORNEY, MIKE RIVA STATED THE FIRST STEP 

IS TO GET THE DEMOLITION ORDER TAKES ABOUT 45 DAYS. IF 

YOU HAVE TO GO FURTHER WITH IT AND GET AN ABANDONMENT 

ORDER THAT TAKES A COUPLE MONTHS. THE MAYOR STATED 

UNDER THE STATE STATUTES THERE IS AN ORDINANCE THAT 

ALLOWS US TO FAST TRACK PROPERTIES THAT ARE A PROBLEM. 

WE HAVE TWO PROPERTIES THAT I WANT TO TALK ABOUT. THE 

FIRST ONE IS AT 701 N. MADISON STREET WE HAVE A LETTER 

FROM JOHN PAUL NOTIFYING US THAT HIS MOTHER HAS PASSED 

AWAY IN 2011. HE STATED HE DECIDED TO LET THE PROPERTY 

GO FOR UNPAID TAXES AND HAS NO INTEREST IN THE 

PROPERTY. THIS PROPERTY WILL BE SOLD FOR TAXES IN 2020 

AND THE CITY WILL BE ABLE TO GET THIS PROPERTY THAT WAY. 

WE CAN FAST TRACK DEMO THIS AND IN ONE YEAR FROM NOW 

WE WILL GET IT FROM THE COUNTY. THERE ARE FIVE THINGS 

THAT MUST DETERMINE A FAST TRACK PROPERTY. THE CODE 

OFFICER MUST DETERMINE THAT THE BUILDING IS OPEN AND 

VACANT AND POSES AN IMMEDIATE CONTINUED HAZARD, GIVE 

NOTICE AND POST IT, NO LATER THAN 30 DAYS AFTER POSTING 

YOU MUST SEND A NOTICE OF REMEDIATION BY CERTIFIED MAIL 

TO ALL OWNERS, PUBLISH A NOTICE FOR THREE CONSECUTIVE 

DAYS AND RECORD NOTICE TO REMEDIATE. THE THIRD THING IS 

IF THE BUILDING IS NOT DEMOLISHED, REPAIRED OR ENCLOSED 

WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE LAST PUBLICATION THE CITY HAS THE 



POWER TO DEMOLISH IT. THE CITY MUST PROCEED IN 

DEMOLITION WITHIN 120 DAYS FOLLOWING THE MAIL AND NOTICE 

OF THE REMEDIATION. THEN WE FILE THE NOTICE OF LIEN 

WITHIN 120 DAYS AFTER THE DEMOLITION. THIS IS A PROCESS 

THAT WOULD PROVIDE US THE ABILITY TO TEAR DOWN HOUSES 

WITHOUT GOING THROUGH THE COURT AND GETTING A JUDGE 

TO DO THAT. I THINK WHAT I WOULD DETERMINE THAT THIS 

WOULD BE HOUSES THAT FALL INTO A SITUATION WHERE THE 

NEIGHBORS ARE HAVING PROBLEMS WITH AN IMMEDIATE 

HAZARD. IN ORDER TO GET RID OF THIS AND REMEDIATE IT 

MORE QUICKLY THEN WE CAN FAST TRACK IT. COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS STATED SO IS IT THE COUNTY WHO OWNS IT NOW 

THEN? MIKE RIVA STATED IT IS TAX DELINQUENT, I DON’T KNOW 

IF THERE IS ANY OTHER INTERESTED PARTY. COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON STATED IT IS UP FOR TAXES AND HE HASN’T 

REDEEMED THOSE? MIKE RIVA STATED THAT’S WHAT I 

UNDERSTAND.   COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

THE CITY ATTORNEY ASKED IF HE WOULD BE INTERESTED IN 

SIGNING THE DEED OVER THAT WAY YOU WOULDN’T HAVE TO GO 

THROUGH THE FAST TRACK. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED 

WILL WE HAVE TO REDEEM THE TAXES THEN? MIKE RIVA STATED 

NO THE TAXES WOULD BE WIPED AWAY. DOES HE HAVE A 

SISTER? COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED I AM NOT SURE. MIKE 

RIVA STATED IF THERE IS OTHER INDIVIDUALS THEN YOU MAY 

HAVE TO DO THE FAST TRACK AND THEY WOULD STILL NEED TO 

BE NOTIFIED.  

THE NEXT PROPERTY IS AT 1403 E. CLARK STREET. THE MAYOR 

STATED IS A BIG PROBLEM. THE ROOF IS FALLING IN AND THERE 

ARE ANIMALS LIVING INSIDE THE HOUSE. THIS IS A SIMILAR 

SITUATION AND OUR FIRE CHIEF HAS CONSIDERED THIS A 

DANGEROUS BUILDING. WE HAVE HAD CONTACT WITH THE 

PEOPLE WHO OWN THE BUILDING. THIS IS ANOTHER HOUSE 

THAT IS SITTING VACANT FALLING IN AND IT MEETS ALL THE 

REQUIREMENTS TO FAST TRACK IT. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON 

STATED HAS THE OWNER BEEN CONTACTED ON THIS? THE 

MAYOR STATED YES, THEY WANT NOTHING TO DO WITH IT. I AM 



VERY CONFIDENT WE CAN GET A SIGNED DEED TO THE HOUSE.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING DEVELOPMENT OF A LOAN RROGRAM ENABLING 

HOMEOWNERS TO DEMOLISH VACANT/DANGEROUS 

PROPERTIES. THE MAYOR STATED WE HAVE A GENTLEMAN THAT 

HAS A HOUSE HIS MOM AND DAD LIVED IN AND THEY ARE BOTH 

DECEASED. HE WANTS TO TEAR IT DOWN BUT HE DOESN’T HAVE 

THE MONEY TO TEAR IT DOWN. HE ASKED IF THE CITY COULD 

TEAR IT DOWN AND HE COULD PAY US BACK. WHAT WE ARE 

CURRENTLY DOING IN OTHER SITUATIONS WITH CULVERTS AND 

SIDEWALKS IS WE DO THE WORK AND THEN SEND THEM A BILL 

AND THEY MAKE PAYMENTS ON IT. MAYBE WE COULD TEAR 

DOWN THE BUILDING AND PUT A LIEN ON THE PROPERTY SO WE 

WOULD HAVE IT COVERED AND WORK OUT AN AGREEMENT WITH 

HIM WHERE HE WOULD PAY BACK THE CITY WITHIN A SET 

PERIOD OF TIME TO BE DEFINED. THIS IS A GREAT IDEA BECAUSE 

WE DON’T HAVE TO TAKE ANY ACTION WITH THE COURT WE JUST 

NEED TO MAKE SURE WE SECURE THE PERMISSION WITH THEM. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED WHEN PEOPLE DON’T PAY 

FOR THE CULVERTS ROGER HAS TO GO AND DIG THEM OUT. WE 

ACTUALLY HAVE GOOD LUCK WITH IT WE HAVE ONLY HAD ONE 

ISSUE IN EIGHT YEARS THAT WE HAD A HARD TIME GETTING 

SOMEONE TO PAY IT OFF. IT IS EXPENSIVE, BUT IT HAS BEEN 

HELPFUL TO PEOPLE. THE MAYOR STATED I THINK WE WOULD 

HAVE PEOPLE WHO WOULD DO THIS AND IS A GREAT IDEA. 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED THIS WOULD BE A LAST 

RESORT CORRECT? THE MAYOR STATED YES. COMMISSIONER 

WARREN STATED SO THEY CAN DO THIS TO MAKE 

IMPROVEMENTS ON THEIR PROPERTY WITH CULVERTS AND 

DITCHES NOT NECESSARILY TO TEAR A HOUSE DOWN? THE 

MAYOR STATED NO, WE ALREADY DO THIS WITH THE CULVERTS 

WHICH AREN’T VERY EXPENSIVE. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON 

STATED SO WHAT YOU ARE WANTING IS TO GIVE MR. STILLEY 

THE OPTION THAT IF THEY CAN’T MAINTAIN THEIR PROPERTY 

THAT WE WILL LOAN THEM THE MONEY TO TAKE CARE OF IT AND 

THEY WILL PAY US BACK WITHIN A REASONABLE PERIOD OF 



TIME. THE MAYOR STATED YES. COMMISSIONER WARREN 

STATED IS THERE A MAXIMUM AMOUNT THAT YOU WOULD DO 

THIS FOR? THE MAYOR STATED OUT OF ORDERS FOR DEMO & 

FAST TRACK I THINK THIS IS THE MOST BENEFICIAL BECAUSE 

THE CITY WON’T HAVE ANY LEGAL FEES INVESTED AND THERE IS 

A GOOD POSSIBILITY WE WILL GET THE MONEY BACK. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED IS THERE A POSSIBILITY 

THAT THIS WOULD TRICKLE OVER INTO COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 

EVER? THE MAYOR STATED CW WILL HAVE THE ABILITY TO 

BRING ANYTHING LIKE THAT TO THE COUNCIL. COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON STATED HE WILL HAVE TO BRING ALL OF IT TO THE 

COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL THIS IS JUST TO GIVE HIM THE ABILITY 

TO PUT THAT TOGETHER TO BRING TO THE COUNCIL. THE CODES 

OFFICER EXPLAINED THE CURRENT SITUATION. THE MAYOR 

STATED IF THE CITY IS PAYING FOR IT I THINK IT WILL NEED TO 

BE PUT OUT FOR BID.   COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN 

VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A DONATION TO REDBIRD READY. THE REDBIRD 

READY GROUP SPOKE ABOUT THE PROGRAM AND WHAT THEY 

DO. THE MAYOR STATED THE CITY WILL MATCH THE SAME 

DONATION WE GAVE LAST YEAR OF $3,000.00 AND IF YOU EVER 

NEED MORE PLEASE COME BACK.  COMMISSIONER WARREN 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND 

MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE 

THREE 3” ELECTROMAGNETIC METERS AND 2 REMOTE 

REGISTERS IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,497.75 FOR THE WATER 

DEPARTMENT. THE WATER SUPERINTENDENT STATED THESE 

WILL BE FOR TWIN MILLS, THE MALL & HIGH SCHOOL.   

COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

 



10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL FROM TRI 

COUNTY ROOFING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,500.00 REGARDING 

REPAIRS TO THE FIRE DEPARTMENT ROOF. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS STATED WE HAVE HAD SOME LEAKS FOR A WHILE AND 

THESE NEED TO BE FIXED.   COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN 

VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL FROM RP 

COATINGS IN THE AMOUNT OF $15,860.00 REGARDING REPAIRS 

AND PAINTING THE INSIDE OF THE WEST FRANKFORT MALL. THE 

MAYOR STATED THIS IS THE PEOPLE WHO DID THE PAINTING FOR 

WPS. THE CITY CLERK STATED THIS IS ALL FOR INSIDE THE MALL 

AND BATHROOMS.   CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROPOSAL FROM RP 

COATINGS IN THE AMOUNT OF $8,860.00 REGARDING REPAIRS 

AND PAINTING THE INSIDE OF THE WEST FRANKFORT BUSINESS 

INCUBATOR. COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED IS THIS THE ONLY 

COMPANY THAT BID ON THIS? THE MAYOR STATED WHEN WE DID 

THE CONSTRUCTION THAT WPS PAID FOR THEY WERE THE 

COMPANY THAT CAME IN AND DID THE PAINTING. THEY DID SUCH 

A GREAT JOB AND WILL USE THE SAME PAINT SO IT JUST 

SEEMED LIKE THE LOGICAL THING TO GET THEM TO DO THE 

REST OF IT. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED DO WE HAVE TO 

GET BIDS WITH IT BEING OVER SO MUCH?  MIKE RIVA STATED 

THAT IS BETTER PRACTICE. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED 

WE PROBABLY SHOULD HAVE DONE THAT ON THE MALL ONE WE 

JUST VOTED ON THEN. THE MAYOR STATED I THINK $15,000.00 IS 

THE LIMIT AND WE HAVE TO GET BIDS ON ANYTHING ABOVE 

THAT. WE HAVE A REASON THAT WE DIDN’T TAKE BIDS BECAUSE 

WE HAVE A KNOWN QUANTITY OUT THERE, ARE THEY GOING TO 

USE THE SAME PAINT? COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED I THINK 

ANYONE CAN GET THE PAINT TO MATCH. THE MAYOR STATED WE 

ARE SATISFIED WITH THE WORK THEY DID SO WHY CAUSE A 

PROBLEM AND GET SOMEBODY ELSE TO COME IN AND TRY TO 

REDO WHAT THESE GUYS HAVE DONE. MIKE RIVA STATED I 



THINK THE ABSOLUTE THRESHOLD IS $20,000.00. COMMISSIONER 

STATED I AM GOING TO NOTE THAT AND I WISH WE WOULD HAVE 

DISCUSSED THIS TWO VOTES AGO. COMMISSIONER WARREN 

STATED AS LONG AS WE ARE LEGAL AND UNDER THE CURRENT 

GUIDELINES I WILL VOTE TO APPROVE.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL FOR PAYMENT OF A BILL FROM 

GREATER EGYPT REGIONAL PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

COMMISSION IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,045.50 REGARDING A 

REQUEST TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS FOR THE COMMISSION’S 

OCTOBER 2019-SEPTEMBER 2020 OPERATION YEAR.  THE MAYOR 

STATED THIS IS OUR CONTRIBUTION TO GREATER EGYPT WHO 

HELPS US OUT A LOT. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION 

TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL 

CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$26,122.82 REGARDING THE E. ST. LOUIS STREET PROJECT.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM FB 

McAFOOS & CO. IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,150.00 REGARDING 

RENTAL OF A BOOMARM MOWER FOR THE STREET 

DEPARTMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS FOR 1 WEEK AND WE 

RENT IT FOR TWO WEEKS SO WE WILL HAVE ANOTHER BILL 

COMING FOR THE SECOND WEEK.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

 



16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

BROWN AND ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,664.67 

REGARDING E. ST. LOUIS STREET PROJECT.  COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

17. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM 

BROWN & ROBERTS, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $72,260.45 

REGARDING THE I57 & IL RT 149 INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION 

PHASE 1 ENGINEERING. THE MAYOR STATED I AM SO GLAD THAT 

WE HAVE PROGRESS ON THIS. THIS HAS BEEN SOMETHING THAT 

HAS BEEN YEARS AND YEARS IN THE COMING AND WE ARE 

DOING PHASE 1 ENGINEERING. MIKE ROBERTS STATED WE 

WAITED ABOUT 1 YEAR FOR IDOT TO PROCESS THE AGREEMENT. 

THE NEXT STEP IS THE ENVIRONMENTAL SIDE AND THAT IS 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND THAT WILL SET THE TIMETABLE TO 

HOW FAST WE PROGRESS. THERE ARE CERTAIN MEETING THAT 

IDOT ONLY HOLDS THREE TIMES A YEAR AND THERE IS ONE IN 

THREE WEEKS BUT I DO NOT KNOW IF THEY WILL LET US IN 

SINCE IT IS SO CLOSE. HE CONTINUED TO EXPLAIN THE NEXT 

STEPS IN THIS PROCESS AND WHAT TO EXPECT.   

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

18. OFFICER REPORTS: 

CHIEF PRUDENT READ THE POLICE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.  

CHIEF ALLEN READ THE FIRE DEPARTMENT’S REPORT.   

CODES OFFICER CW STILLEY READ THE CODES REPORT.     

19. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS:  

N/A 

20. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

THE MAYOR STATED I WOULD LIKE TO ISSUE A REQUEST. 

SOMEBODY HAS BEEN DESTROYING OUR PLANTS DOWNTOWN 



THERE WERE EIGHTEEN POTS THAT WERE MESSED WITH AND 

WE ARE HOPING SOME OF THE BUSINESSES HAVE VIDEO. WHEN 

WE STARTED THIS PROJECT FOR THE INTERSTATE YEARS AGO 

THESE ARE THINGS THAT HAVE NOT COME EASY. WE HAVE 

WORKED AND HAVE SPENT A LOT OF RESOURCES AND MONEY. 

TO ME THIS IS OUR FUTURE AND IF WE CAN GET AN 

INTERCHANGE SIMILAR TO WHAT THEY HAVE IN MARION AND WE 

CAN GET A ROUTE FROM 37 TO 149 OPENED UP BEHIND KMART 

FOR SOME ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IT WILL BE WONDERFUL. 

WE HAVE THE EDA 4 MILLION DOLLAR GRANT WE ARE WORKING 

OFF OF TO DO THE MALL PARKING LOT, AIR CONDITIONERS, 

LIGHTS, THE INTERSECTION AND A NEW ROAD BEHIND THE TACO 

BELL. THESE ARE ALL THINGS THAT ARE ONGOING. THERE IS A 

LOT GOING ON IT JUST TAKES TIME TO GET THINGS GOING AND 

COMPLETED. THEY ARE WORKING ON THE CHINESE 

RESTAURANT & QUEST FITNESS. MACH 1 IS DOING GREAT 

BUSINESS. THERE IS A LOT OF THINGS GOING FOR US.    

21. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE FIRE CHIEF AND ROB ARE 

HEADED HOME FROM TEXAS AND ARE GOING TO GIVE US A 

REPORT ON THE TRUCK WHEN THEY GET BACK. AS YOU CAN SEE 

FROM THE POLICE AND FIRE REPORTS THEY STAY BUSY AND DO 

A GREAT JOB. I AM VERY PROUD OF THEM. 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED IT IS MOTOR FUEL TAX TIME 

ROGER IS SUPER BUSY AND IT IS A LOT OF WORK THAT THEY 

HAVE TO DO IN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME. IT DOESN’T SEEM 

TO KEEP ROGER AND THE GUYS FROM JUMPING ON THE THINGS 

THAT RESIDENTS NEED IN THE MIDDLE OF THAT. WITH A 

HANDFUL OF GUYS FOR THE ENTIRE TOWN IT STILL AMAZES ME 

THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO DO AS MUCH AS THEY DO. A LOT OF 

PEOPLE NOTICE THE THINGS THAT NEED TO BE FIXED, BUT YOU 

DON’T NECESSARILY NOTICE WHEN THE ROAD IS SMOOTH OR 

THE SIDEWALKS WALK NICELY. THERE IS A TON OF WORK THAT 

GOES INTO IT. WE APPRECIATE ROGER AND THE STREET 

DEPARTMENT FOR TAKING CARE OF THE RESIDENTS. OUR 

POLICE DEPARTMENT IS AMAZING AND WE APPRECIATE THEM 

AND HATE THAT THEY HAVE TO SEE AND DO THE TERRIBLE 

THINGS THEY DO.  



 

 

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER IS FLOWING AND 

EVERYTHING IS GOOD. THEY ARE MAKING SOME REPAIRS ON 

THE SEWER LINES AND UPDATING THINGS AND WE ARE MOVING 

RIGHT ALONG. THERE IS A LAKE COMMITTEE MEETING 

THURSDAY NIGHT.         

 

22. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

THERE WILL BE A MARCH FRIDAY AT THE BENTON CIVIC CENTER 

FOR ANYONE STRUGGLING OR DEALING WITH ADDICTION.  

THE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL SPOKE ABOUT THE APPRECIATION 

FOR THE DONATION TO REDBIRD READY. HE ALSO THANKED THE 

STREET DEPARTMENT AND SRO HOWARD AT THE HIGH SCHOOL 

FOR NOTICING SOME SAFETY ISSUES WITH THE SIDEWALKS 

LEADING TO THE VOCATIONAL BUILDING HE CONTACTED ROGER 

AND THEY FIXED THE SIDEWALKS. I WANT TO THANK THEM, 

MAYOR JORDAN AND THE COUNCIL BECAUSE THAT STUFF 

MEANS A LOT AND IS A BIG DEAL TO THOSE KIDS. IT WAS A 

NICELY DONE JOB AND I JUST WANTED TO THANK EVERYBODY 

FOR THAT. 

I HAD ASKED AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING FOR THE STREET 

DEPARTMENT TO MOW AN ABANDONED HOUSE BECAUSE 

SKUNKS WERE COMING OUT OF IT AND IT WAS DONE WITHIN A 

COUPLE DAYS AND I JUST WANT TO SAY THANK YOU. 

23. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, PERSONNEL, 

LAND ACQUISITION AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE 

ACTION.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH THE MAYOR VOTED 

YES.  MOTION CARRIED.  THE COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION AT 7:24 P.M. 

 



24. THE COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 8:38 P.M. ON A 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.  MOTION CARRIED. 

25. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING 

WAS ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 

8:38 P.M. 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 
 


