
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, JULY 23, 2019 

 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. ALL COMMISSIONERS WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND DEPUTY CITY 

CLERK. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

JULY 9, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $323,988.51. COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER WARREN. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 

4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS A PRESENTATION BY JOSH GROSS, FAIR 

MANAGER OF THE DUQUOIN STATE FAIR.  N/A 

 
5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION TO JONATHAN & 

JOELYN RABY FOR REDEVELOPMENT OF CERTAIN PROPERTY 

UTILIZING TAX INCREMENT FINANCING LOCATED IN THE CITY OF 

WEST FRANKFORT, ILLINOIS. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS A TIF 

AGREEMENT FOR THE PROPERTY THAT WE CALL THE PHARIS 

BUILDING. THEY ARE REQUESTING THIS TO DO SOME REPAIRS ON 

THE BUILDING. THE PROJECT IS ESTIMATED TO BE AROUND 

$51,500.00 AND THE CITY HAS APPROVED A $25,000.00 ELIGIBLE COST 

OF THIS. THE CITY IS ASKING PERMISSION FOR THE COUNCIL TO 

APPROVE THIS TIF AGREEMENT WHICH WILL GIVE THEM A 

REIMBURSEMENT LIMIT OF $25,000.00 REPRESENTING 50% OF THE 

TIF ELIGIBLE COST. JONATHAN RABY STATED THE BUILDING HAS 

BEEN SITTING VACANT FOR A LONG TIME. WE HAVE BEEN THERE 

FOR 4 ½ YEARS WITH OUR SHOP AND IT’S STEADILY GROWN. THERE 

WERE THREE OF US, WITH ME ON THE HAIR SIDE AND TWO OTHERS 

ON THE TATTOO SIDE AND NOW WE HAVE GROWN AND THERE ARE 



FIVE OF US ON THE HAIR SIDE AND ONE ON THE TATTOO SIDE. WITH 

THAT BUSINESS STEADILY GROWING OUR PLAN IS TO RENOVATE 

THE OTHER TWO UNITS TO BE ABLE TO GET SOME BUSINESSES 

GOING IN THERE.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN 

AMENDED TIF AGREEMENT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS AN 

AGREEMENT THE CITY MADE BACK IN MARCH WITH MAI, LLC 

PROPERTIES. THIS IS THE QUEST FITNESS CENTER AND WE ARE 

GOING TO MODIFY OUR PAYMENT SCHEDULE TO THEM. THE 

ORIGINAL AGREEMENT WE AGREED ON A PAYBACK FIRST OF ALL 

THEY ARE GOING TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY FROM THE CITY 

AND WE ARE GOING TO REIMBURSE THEM FOR THE COST OF THE 

PURCHASE THAT WAS $80,000.00, ONCE CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN 

OUT THERE THEN WE WILL PAY THEM FOR THE COST OF THE 

PURCHASE PRICE FROM TIF. THE ELIGIBLE COST FOR THE REST OF 

THE PROJECT AMOUNTED TO SOMEWHERE AROUND $41,500.00. WE 

WERE GOING TO PAY THAT $41500.00 OVER A TEN YEAR PERIOD IN 

INCREMENTS AND NOW WE ARE GOING TO MODIFY IT TO ONCE THE 

PROJECT IS COMPLETED WE ARE GOING TO GIVE THEM A 

REIMBURSEMENT OF $20,750.00 AND THEN THE REMAINING 

$20,750.00 WILL BE DIVIDED UP OVER A FOUR YEAR PERIOD. THIS 

WILL GIVE THEM THEIR MONEY BACK A LITTLE QUICKER AND IT’S 

GOING TO HELP THEM WITH THE COST OF GETTING IT UP AND 

GOING. THE SAME AMOUNTS OF MONEY ARE INVOLVED WE ARE 

JUST GOING TO GIVE IT BACK QUICKER.    COMMISSIONER SIMPSON 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN 

AGREEMENT WITH AMERICA’S BEST VALUE INN, FOR THE PROVISION 

OF TAX INCREMENT FINANCING ASSISTANCE. THE CITY ATTORNEY 

STATED I HAD A CONVERSATION WITH KEITH MORAN TODAY AND HE 

INDICATED TO ME THAT THIS WASN’T READY TO GO YET. THIS 

MATTER WAS TABLED. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION 

TO TABLE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER WARREN.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO TABLE. 



MOTION CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS AND AWARD 

PROJECTS FOR DEMOLITION.   

A.) THE FIRST LOCATION IS 201 S. PARKHILL. THE BID FROM JOPLIN 

SALVAGE WAS $2,450.00, MBR WRECKING WAS $17,800.00 AND 

NEAT CUT LAWN CARE WAS $3,575.00. COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS STATED I MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE BID 

FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN 

VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

B.) THE NEXT LOCATION IS 601 S. MULBERRY. THE BID FROM JOPLIN 

SALVAGE WAS $3,250.00, MBR WRECKING $22,300.00 AND NEAT 

CUT LAWN CARE $3,875.00. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED I 

MAKE A MOTION TO APPROVE THE BID FROM JOPLIN SALVAGE.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

C.) THE NEXT LOCATION IS 713 S. LOGAN. THE BID FROM JOPLIN 

SALVAGE WAS $3,500.00, MBR WRECKING $24,900.00 AND NEAT 

CUT LAWN CARE $4,220.00. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I 

MAKE A MOTION TO ACCEPT JOPLIN SALVAGE BID.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

D.) THE NEXT PROPERTY IS 1304 W. OAK . THE BID FROM JOPLIN 

SALVAGE WAS $1,800.00, MBR WRECKING $19,600.00 AND NEAT 

CUT LAWN CARE $3,185.00. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED I 

MAKE A MOTION TO GO WITH JOPLIN SALVAGE.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

E.) THE NEXT PROPERTY IS 1707 E. POPLAR. THE BID FROM JOPLIN 

SALVAGE WAS $4,725.00, MBR WRECKING $22,600.00 AND NEAT 



CUT LAWN CARE $4,950.00. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I 

MAKE A MOTION TO ACCEPT JOPLIN SALVAGE.  COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. 

MOTION CARRIED. 

THE MAYOR STATED I WOULD LIKE TO ASK OUR ATTORNEY 

BEFORE WE GO AND DEMOLISH THESE. 1707 E. POPLAR THE LAST 

TIME I WAS UP THERE, THERE WERE PEOPLE LIVING IN THAT 

HOUSE. WE NEED TO CHECK ON THAT. CITY ATTORNEY STATED 

WHO IS IT? COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATE THE CARTER’S. 

THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED I THOUGHT THEY GOT OUT? 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I RECEIVED A MESSAGE 

ABOUT A WEEK AGO AND I REFERRED IT TO THE MAYOR. THE 

MAYOR STATED WE NEED TO MAKE SURE THEY ARE OUT BEFORE 

IT’S DEMOLISHED.  

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN EXTENSION OF WASTE 

REMOVAL CONTRACT. THE MAYOR STATED WE ARE CURRENTLY 

OPERATING UNDER A CONTRACT WITH BULLDOG WASTE FOR OUR 

TRASH SERVICE. WE HAD MET WITH THEM EARLY IN THE YEAR AND 

TO MY KNOWLEDGE WE HAVEN’T HAD ANY PROBLEMS WITH 

BULLDOG SO WE TALKED ABOUT EXTENDING THE CONTRACT FOR 

SEVERAL YEARS, RECYCLING AND TOTES. AS IT GREW CLOSER TO 

THE TIME OF CONTRACT RENEWAL THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION 

THAT MAYBE WE NEEDED TO PUT THIS OUT FOR BIDS. WHAT HAD 

HAPPENED WAS THE TIME PERIOD IT TAKES US TO GET BIDS, 

ADVERTISE AND DRAW UP SPECIFICATIONS WASN’T GOING TO BE 

POSSIBLE. WHAT I AM ASKING IS TO EXTEND THE CURRENT 

CONTRACT WE HAVE WITH THEM AT THE SAME LEVEL IT WAS FOR 

ONE YEAR. DURING THIS YEAR WE CAN EVALUATE THEIR 

PERFORMANCE. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED ARE THEY IN 

AGREEMENT WITH EXTENDING THIS FOR ONE YEAR. THE MAYOR 

STATED YES. THEY WERE IN AGREEMENT WITH KEEPING THE PRICES 

THE SAME SO THERE IS NO INCREASE FOR THIS YEAR. WE NEED TO 

TALK ABOUT THE PEOPLE WHO ABUSE THE BENEFITS. WE HAVE 

PEOPLE WHO WILL PUT OUT TWENTY FIVE TRASH CANS AND BRING 

THEIR TRASH FROM OTHER PLACES BECAUSE THE TRASH COMPANY 

HAS MOVE IN MOVE OUT SERVICES. WE NEED TO DRAW UP AN 

ADDENDUM TO THAT AND FIGURE OUT WHAT WOULD BE 



CONSIDERED A NORMAL AMOUNT OF TRASH CANS AND ANYTHING 

BEYOND THAT WE WILL SET AN EXTRA FEE FOR. I DON’T WANT THEM 

TO BE ABUSED BECAUSE THEY WILL PICK UP COUCHES WITHOUT 

CHARGING EXTRA. I THINK AS A PROTECTION TO THEM AND TO KEEP 

PEOPLE FROM ABUSING THE CITY HAVING ADDENDUM’S TO THE 

CONTRACT THAT WILL PROTECT THEM AND THE CITY.      

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING APPROVAL OF A LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION. THE 

MAYOR STATED THIS IS A CHANGE OF OWNERSHIP FOR THE LIQUOR 

BARREL. LIQUOR BARREL CHANGED HANDS AND THIS IS THE 

APPLICATION TO DO THAT. THIS IS SIMPLY OWNERSHIP TRANSFER IN 

A CURRENT PLACE OF BUSINESS.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE FOR A STOP 

SIGN AT THE INTERSECTION OF E. GARLAND AND S. MCCLELLAND 

STREETS, FACING EAST AND WEST. THE MAYOR STATED WE PASSED 

THIS AT THE LAST COUNCIL MEETING AND THIS IS THE ORDINANCE 

APPROVING THAT.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM COE 

EQUIPMENT, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,574.63 REGARDING REPAIRS 

TO THE VACTOR FOR THE WEST FRANKFORT SEWER DEPARTMENT.  

COMMISSIONER WARREN MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO PAY AN INVOICE FROM A&W 

PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,155.76 REGARDING 

INSTALLATION OF 3-COMPARTMENT SINK FOR THE WEST 

FRANKFORT INCUBATOR. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS A REPAIR FOR 



THE WALLACE ELECTRIC AREA FOR REPAIRING A SINK.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

14. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: 

N/A 

15. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

THE MAYOR STATED OUR NEW CODES OFFICER CW STILLEY IS 

GOING A WONDERFUL JOB. HE IS WORKING HARD TO RESOLVE 

SOME THINGS. WE ARE APPLYING FOR A GRANT TO HELP US PAY TO 

TEAR DOWN ALL THESE OLD BUILDINGS AND I WAS GIVEN 

SOMETHING TODAY THAT I WANTED TO SHARE, SINCE 2005 THE CITY 

HAS PAID ALMOST HALF A MILLION DOLLARS TO TEAR DOWN 

BUILDINGS IN THIS COMMUNITY. WHAT WE ARE TRYING TO DO IS 

APPLY FOR THE ABILITY TO TEAR DOWN ANOTHER THREE HUNDRED 

HOMES AT A COST OF SOMEWHERE AROUND TWO MILLION 

DOLLARS. IF WE CAN GET THIS GRANT IT WILL REPAY US FOR THE 

AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT WE HAVE SPENT TO TEAR DOWN THE 

HOUSES IN THE PAST. WHEN I WAS AT AN IML MEETING I TALKED TO 

THE MAYOR OF CENTRALIA AND HE HAD TOLD ME THEY RECEIVED 

THIS GRANT SO I ASKED CW TO CALL CENTRALIA AND ASK THEM 

ABOUT THAT AND THROUGH THAT CONVERSATION HE GOT A LOT OF 

INFORMATION. I WAS TALKING TO KEITH MORAN ABOUT THE TIF 

AGREEMENTS WE JUST PASSED AND I ASKED HIM IF HE HAD ANY 

KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THAT GRANT AND HE SAID HE COULD BE 

HELPFUL WITH GETTING THIS GRANT PREPARED. WE ARE GOING TO 

BE WORKING ON THAT. THE FIVE STRUCTURES WE APPROVED TO 

DEMOLISH TONIGHT WILL ALSO BE INCLUDED IN THAT GRANT. I HAD 

THE PLEASURE OF ATTENDING THE IML MEETING FRIDAY 

AFTERNOON AND SATURDAY MORNING IN MACOMB ILLINOIS. THE 

PRESIDENT OF IML HOSTED THAT MEETING AND WHILE I WAS AT THE 

MEETING I WAS TALKING TO THEM ABOUT THE PROBLEMS WE ARE 

HAVING WITH OUR FIRE TRUCK WITH ONE IN THE SHOP AND HE 

ASKED IF WE WANTED TO BUY ONE AND THAT IS WHERE JODY IS 

RIGHT NOW LOOKING AT IT. THEY HAVE A 2006 ENGINE AND THEY 

BOUGHT A NEW ONE AND HAD TWO IDENTICAL TRUCKS SO THEY 

ARE SELLING ONE. HOPEFULLY NEXT COUNCIL MEETING WE WILL 



HAVE SOME INFORMATION ABOUT THAT. LAST COUNCIL MEETING 

THE COUNCIL AUTHORIZED US TO REPAIR ENGINE ONE BUT IF WE 

FELT LIKE THAT WAS SOMETHING WE DIDN’T NEED TO DO AND WE 

WANTED TO BUY ANOTHER TRUCK THEN WE COULD WITHDRAW 

THAT, AT THIS POINT I STILL THINK WE SHOULD PROBABLY REPAIR 

ENGINE ONE. WE HAVE A TRUCK THAT IS A 1991 AND THIS TRUCK IS 

A 2006 SO HOPEFULLY THAT WILL WORK OUT OR IT WON’T. 

EVERYBODY HAS BEEN PROVIDED WITH A PACKET THAT TALKS 

ABOUT ADULT USE CANNABIS RESOURCE FROM THE IML. THIS GIVES 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE NEW LAW THAT TAKES PLACE IN JANUARY 

OF 2020 ABOUT MARIJUANA. THE QUESTION IS WILL WE PARTICIPATE 

OR NOT? I WANTED TO START THE CONVERSATION BECAUSE I DON’T 

FEEL THAT I AM QUALIFIED TO MAKE THAT DECISION ON BEHALF OF 

OUR COMMUNITY. THIS IS SEVEN MONTHS AWAY SO SOMETIME 

BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2020 WE NEED TO DECIDE IF WE ARE GOING TO 

BE IN OR OUT. THERE ARE SAMPLE ORDINANCES IN THE PACKET 

THAT HAVE BEEN PRE-PREPARED. THE CITY’S INVOLVEMENT WILL BE 

JUST AT THE FACT THAT WE ALLOW IT TO HAPPEN. WE CAN’T STOP 

THE TRAIN, WE CAN PREVENT THE TRAIN FROM COMING THROUGH 

WEST FRANKFORT BUT THE TRAIN WILL STILL BE RUNNING. THE 

STATE IS IN CHARGE OF ALL OF THIS AND WILL PICK THE SITES AND 

APPROVE EVERYTHING. THE CITY WILL BE ABLE TO WRITE A PERMIT 

SIMILAR TO A LIQUOR LICENSE THAT WILL HAVE A FEE ON IT IF 

THERE IS A DISPENSARY IN WEST FRANKFORT WE WILL GET 3% TAX 

ON THE SALE OF WHATEVER THEY SELL.  

16. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED I AM WAITING ON A REPORT FROM 

JODY ON THE FIRE TRUCK IN MACOMB.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATE I AM GLAD TO SEE THE NUMBER OF 

TIF AGREEMENTS WE ARE MAKING FOR PEOPLE TRYING TO 

IMPROVE REALLY REFLECTS GOOD ON THE COMMUNITY. I AM GLAD 

THAT WE STILL HAVE SOME MONEY TO DO THAT WITH.  

COMMISSIONER WARREN STATED THE WATER AND SEWER 

DEPARTMENT’S ARE DOING GREAT. WE HAD A LAKE COMMITTEE 

MEETING AND IF ANYBODY IS INTERESTED THE NEXT MEETING IS 

AUGUST 15TH HERE IN THIS OFFICE AT 6:00PM. THERE HAS BEEN 

SOME MOWING OUT THERE, LIGHTS FIXED AND SOME BOARDS 

REPAIRED. THEY NOW HAVE A NEWS LETTER THEY SEND OUT AND 



ARE IN THE PROCESS OF GETTING INTERNET OUT THERE. THE 

CARETAKER HAS MOVED OUT AND THE HOUSE SHOULD BE 

DEMOLISHED SOON. THE MAYOR STATED MIKE ROBERTS IS GOING 

TO DO AN INSPECTION ON THE OLD LAKE AND NEW LAKE.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED ROGER IS DOING A GOOD JOB 

THIS IS MFT SEASON WHERE HE HAS HALF AS MUCH TIME TO DO 

AND TWICE AS MUCH STUFF. I SEE WE HAVE A LOT OF SIDEWALK 

FORMS DOWN FOR A LOT OF THE PROJECTS AND PEOPLE ARE 

EXCITED ABOUT THAT. ROGER AND I WENT OUT AND WE ARE GOING 

TO BE ABLE TO HELP THE HOUSING WITH THEIR PARKING AND 

MAINTAIN OUR HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY THAT WE NEED. I AM 

HOPEFUL THAT ROGER, THE MAYOR AND MYSELF CAN TALK ABOUT 

THE TRASH SITUATION AND GET A BETTER PLAN IF WE HAVE TO 

VOTE AGAIN. THERE ARE PROBABLY A LOT OF THINGS THAT WE 

COULD BE DOING BETTER SPECIFICALLY WITH THE AMOUNT OF 

STUFF THAT PEOPLE CAN PUT OUT. I PERSONALLY LOVE THE IDEA 

OF THE BIG TRASH CANS FOR EVERYONE TO HAVE A GIANT TRASH 

CAN THAT ANIMALS CAN’T GET INTO JUST MEANS LESS TRASH 

BLOWING DOWN THE ROAD. I KNOW THAT WILL BE A TOPIC OF 

DISCUSSION BECAUSE IT WILL COST MORE. TAKE A LOOK AT JOHN 

AND JOELYN, THEY DECIDED TO START A BUSINESS IN THE MIDDLE 

OF A TIME WHERE NOT A LOT OF PEOPLE ARE STARTING 

BUSINESSES, THE ECONOMY ISN’T GREAT AND IT’S HARD TO START 

UP A NEW BUSINESS FROM SCRATCH. TO BE 25 YEARS OLD AND 

START A BUSINESS AND THEY HAD A BUSINESS PARTNER WHO 

DECIDED TO GO A DIFFERENT DIRECTION SO THEY TOOK OVER THE 

ENTIRE BUSINESS AND THEN DECIDED TO BUY THE BUILDING AND 

PUT SO MUCH HOPE AND OPTIMISM INTO WEST FRANKFORT. I THINK 

IT IS AMAZING, I LOVE THAT BUILDING IT IS A PIECE OF HISTORY AND 

I THINK IT IS AMAZING YOU GUYS DID THIS. THEY JUST HAD A BIG 

EVENT THERE WITH HUNDREDS OF PEOPLE WITH MUSIC AND FOOD. 

WE NEED MORE PEOPLE TO BELIEVE IN OUR TOWN THE WAY YOU 

GUYS DO. I HOPE YOU CAN FILL THE ENTIRE BUILDING WITH PEOPLE 

LIKE THAT.  

JOELYN STATED I APPRECIATE EVERYTHING YOU HAVE DONE FOR 

US TARA, WHEN WE MOVED BACK TO WEST FRANKFORT FROM 

NASHVILLE THE LORD PUT US RIGHT NEXT DOOR TO TARA FOR 

AWHILE. I THINK YOU HAVE BEEN IN THAT POSITION OF 

ENCOURAGEMENT AND YOU CARE FOR THE TOWN SO IT RUBS OFF 



ON OTHER PEOPLE. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED WHEN 

PEOPLE STEP UP AND DO THINGS LIKE WHAT YOU GUYS ARE DOING, 

I THINK IT GETS US ALL EXCITED AGAIN.  

17. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

KEVIN COOK REPRESENTING THE ELK’S CLUB STATED WE ARE 

MAKING SOME CHANGES AND WE HAVE A NEW BOARD. WE WERE 

HOPING YOU WOULD CONSIDER US TO BE OPEN UNTIL 2AM 

BECAUSE WE ARE LOSING A LOT OF OUR GAMBLERS TO THE BARS. 

WE HAVE A LOT OF EVENTS AND KARAOKE ON THE WEEKENDS AND 

OUR MEMBERS DON’T WANT TO GO TO THE BAR AND DRINK. THE 

MAYOR STATED WE HAVE TALKED ABOUT THAT AND I LOOKED INTO 

THE LIQUOR ORDINANCES AND IT DOES EXCLUDE CLUBS FROM 

BEING OPEN THE SAME HOURS AS CLASS “A” YOU ARE A CLASS “C”. I 

THINK WE SHOULD CONSIDER IT I DON’T HAVE A PROBLEM WITH IT. 

ISABELLE ASKED IF SOMEONE COULD COME AND MOW THE LOT BY 

HER HOUSE. THE CITY ATTORNEY STATED THE FIRST WEEK OF 

AUGUST IS WHEN WE CAN GET THE DEMOLITION ORDER.  

18. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 6:55 P.M. 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 
 


