
WEST FRANKFORT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING 
TUESDAY, APRIL 23, 2019 

 
 

1. MAYOR JORDAN CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 P.M. 

REQUESTING A ROLL CALL. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS, 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS, COMMISSIONER SIMPSON WERE IN 

ATTENDANCE, ALONG WITH THE CITY ATTORNEY AND CITY CLERK. 

COMMISSIONER BLADES WAS NOT IN ATTENDANCE. 

 

2. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES FROM THE 

APRIL 9, 2019 COUNCIL MEETING. COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. 

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 

3. MAYOR JORDAN NEXT ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO PAY CITY BILLS 

AND PAYROLL IN THE AMOUNT OF $299,973.86.  COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.   

 
4. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING 

MAY 9, 2019 THROUGH MAY 11, 2019 AS THE WEST FRANKFORT OLD 

KING COAL FESTIVAL. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS AN EVENT THAT 

THE CITY SPONSORS WITH A LOT OF WORK FROM VOLUNTEERS.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

 

5. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION FOR THE OLD 

KING COAL COMMITTEE TO SPONSOR THEIR ANNUAL OLD KING COAL 

PARADE ON SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019 AT 1:00 P.M. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED.   

 

 



6. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A DONATION TO THE BETA CLUB TO ASSIST THE GROUP 

WITH THEIR TRAVEL TO NATIONAL COMPETITION. THE BETA CLUB 

OFFICERS GAVE A PRESENTATION ABOUT THEIR GROUP. THIS 

MATTER WAS TABLED UNTIL NEXT MEETING.    

7. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A 

LATERAL HIRE OF A POLICE OFFICER FOR THE CITY OF WEST 

FRANKFORT. ACTING POLICE CHIEF JOHN PRUDENT STATED 

PUTTING THE SCHOOL RESOURCE OFFICER INTO THE SCHOOL AND 

APPOINTING ME AS ACTING CHIEF IT HAS OPENED UP SEVERAL 

OVERTIME SPOTS. WE CONDUCTED INTERVIEWS ABOUT THREE 

MONTHS AGO AND WE CAME UP WITH A CANDIDATE. THIS 

CANDIDATE IS DUSTIN LAWRENCE WHO COMES WITH FIVE YEARS 

EXPERIENCE AND MOST RECENTLY BEEN AN AGENT WITH THE DRUG 

TASK FORCE SO WE FEEL LIKE WE ARE GETTING A VERY GOOD 

OFFICER. HE WILL BE BENEFICIAL TO THE DEPARTMENT AND CAN BE 

PUT ON THE STREET RIGHT AWAY AND UTILIZED.   COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE: ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

8. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL TO ACCEPT AN OFFER FOR 

PURCHASE OF A LOT DEEMED AS SURPLUS PROPERTY. THE MAYOR 

STATED WE HAVE TWO LOTS 402 E. ELM AND 308 S. JACKSON AND 

HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY BEEN PUT UP FOR BID BY THE CITY AND WE 

DIDN’T RECEIVE ANY BIDS. WE HAVE AN OFFER OF $1,500.00 PER LOT 

$3,000.00 FOR BOTH LOTS AND MY UNDERSTANDING IS THIS IS 

GOING TO BE A SITE FOR A FUTURE HOME. THE PURCHASER IS 

RONALD SEIVERS AND HIS WIFE BARBARA. COMMISSIONER 

CHAMBERS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

9. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A DONATION TO THE WEST FRANKFORT PARK FOR A 

PROPOSED VOLLEY BALL COURT. STEVE LEEK FROM THE PARK 

SPOKE ABOUT THE NEED FOR A VOLLEY BALL COURT FOR THE 

CHILDREN OF WEST FRANKFORT.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE 

A MOTION TO APPROVE TO STOCK BOTH LAKES, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 



10. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A DONATION OF $16,000.00 TO MISSION SERVE TO 

ASSIST IN PURCHASING MATERIAL FOR REPAIRS OF 6 OR 7 HOMES IN 

WEST FRANKFORT. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS AN ORGANIZATION 

THAT COMES TO WEST FRANKFORT THEY ARE A FAITH BASED 

GROUP AND ALL WE ARE DOING IS FURNISHING MATERIAL. THEY DID 

TEN OR ELEVEN HOUSES LAST YEAR AND HAVE ASKED FOR FUNDS 

TO DO SIX OR SEVEN HOUSES THIS YEAR. THEY CITY DOES NOT 

SELECT THE HOUSES THEY ARE DONE THROUGH CROSSWALK AND 

THEY TRY TO TARGET PEOPLE WHO DON’T HAVE THE ABILITY TO 

REPAIR THEIR HOME ON THEIR OWN. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED.  

11. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY AND THE TEAMSTERS LOCAL 

UNION NO. 50 TO COVER THE PERIOD OF MARCH 1, 2019 THROUGH 

FEBRUARY 28, 2023. THE MAYOR STATED THIS IS THE LAST OF OUR 

SEVEN COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENTS THAT THE CITY HAS 

NEGOTIATED. COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO 

APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL 

VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO 

APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

12. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF A REVISED PRELIMINARY 

ENGINEERING AGREEMENT FOR FEDERAL PARTICIPATION FOR THE 

157-ROUTE 149 INTERCHANGE MODIFICATION. THE MAYOR STATED 

THIS IS AN AGREEMENT THAT WE HAVE GOING ON WITH THE 1.5 

MILLION DOLLAR GRANT. MIKE ROBERTS FROM BROWN & ROBERTS 

SPOKE ABOUT THIS AGREEMENT.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE 

A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

13. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN ESTIMATE FROM TRI-COUNTY 

ROOFING IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,400.00 REGARDING REPAIRS TO THE 

HISTORICAL MUSEUM. THE MAYOR STATED THE CITY OWNS THE 

BUILDING IN THE HEIGHTS AND THEY HAVE A LEAK. THIS IS FOR 

EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO THE ROOF TO PREVENT THE WATER FROM 

RUNNING DOWN INSIDE THE WALLS AND CAUSING MORE DAMAGE.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 



BY COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

14. THE NEXT ITEM WAS DISCUSSION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION, 

REGARDING A PURCHASE IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,475.42 FOR 

ADDITIONAL TABLES AND CHAIRS FOR THE COMMON AREA OF THE 

WEST FRANKFORT MALL.  COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS MADE A 

MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  

ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED 

TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

15. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM THE ILLINOIS 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $80,075.36 

REGARDING THE CITY SHARE OF THE CONSTRUCTION COSTS FOR 

THE E. ST. LOUIS STREET PROJECT. COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS 

MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR 

JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

16. THE NEXT ITEM WAS APPROVAL OF AN INVOICE FROM THE ACCUMED 

GROUP IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,840.63 FOR THE AMBULANCE BILLING 

FEE FOR EMS SOFTWARE PROGRAM. FIRE CHIEF JODY ALLEN 

STATED HALF OF THIS COST IS FOR THE SOFTWARE AND ANNUAL 

FEE AND THE OTHER PART IS THE PERCENT THAT THEY BILL US FOR 

THE TOTAL AMOUNT THAT WE COLLECT ON OUR AMBULANCE 

BILLING.  COMMISSIONER SIMPSON MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, 

SECONDED BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION 

CARRIED. 

17. BUILDING AND SIGN PERMITS: 

THERE WAS ONE REQUEST FOR A BUILDING PERMIT AT 1708 E. 

GARLAND STREET FOR A MR. PARKHILL. HE IS REQUESTING A 

BUILDING PERMIT TO BUILD A 24 X 30 POLE BARN STRUCTURE IN HIS 

BACK YARD THAT WILL BE USED FOR STORAGE. COMMISSIONER 

HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

AND MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO APPROVE. MOTION CARRIED. 

 



18. MAYORS COMMENTS: 

I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A MOMENT TO HONOR MAYOR BUTLER WHO 

WAS THE MAYOR OF MARION FOR FIFTY FIVE YEARS. HE PASSED 

AWAY YESTERDAY. I THINK HE IS A MODEL THAT MAYOR’S LIKE ME 

LOOK UP TO. HE TOOK THAT SMALL COMMUNITY AND OVER FIFTY 

FIVE YEARS HE HAS BEEN VERY SUCCESSFUL. WE ARE STARTING A 

NEW FOUR YEAR TERM AND WE WILL BE SEATING THE NEW 

COUNCIL. I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME LINDA WARREN SHE IS GOING 

TO BE OUR NEW COMMISSIONER.  

19. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS: 

COMMISSIONER HARKINS STATED THE POLICE AND FIRE 

DEPARTMENT AS ALWAYS IS DOING GREAT. I AM GLAD TO HAVE 

DUSTIN.  

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON STATED I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME LINDA 

AND I AM SURE SHE WILL BE A POSITIVE ADDITION TO THE COUNCIL.  

COMMISSIONER CHAMBERS STATED I WANT TO WELCOME LINDA 

AND I HOPE YOU ENJOY IT AS MUCH AS WE DO. THE EASTER EGG 

HUNT WENT WELL AND I WANT TO THANK THE CITY FOR THE 

DONATION TO BUY THE EASTER EGGS.  

20. AUDIENCE QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS:  

MR. LEEK STATED WITH ALL THE CHANGES COMING TO WEST 

FRANKFORT AND BENTON HOPEFULLY IT WILL PUT US BACK ON THE 

MAP.  

21. MAYOR JORDAN ASKED FOR APPROVAL TO GO INTO EXECUTIVE 

SESSION TO DISCUSS CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS, PERSONNEL, LAND 

ACQUISITION AND/OR PENDING LITIGATION, WITH POSSIBLE ACTION.  

COMMISSIONER HARKINS MADE A MOTION TO APPROVE, SECONDED 

BY COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL 

COMMISSIONERS ALONG WITH THE MAYOR VOTED YES.  MOTION 

CARRIED.  THE COUNCIL WENT INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 6:41 

P.M. 

22. THE COUNCIL RETURNED TO OPEN SESSION AT 7:14 P.M. ON A 

MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS, SECONDED BY 

COMMISSIONER SIMPSON.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ALL COMMISSIONERS 

ALONG WITH MAYOR JORDAN VOTED TO RETURN TO OPEN SESSION.  



MOTION CARRIED. 

23.  THE MAYOR STATED I WOULD LIKE INSTRUCT THE CITY CLERK TO 

SWEAR IN THE NEW CITY COUNCIL. AND FOR THE RECORD I WILL 

STATE THE POSITIONS. JERRY HARKINS IS GOING TO BE THE 

FIRE/POLICE COMMISSIONER, MIKE SIMPSON WILL BE THE FINANCE 

COMMISSIONER, TARA FASOL-CHAMBERS WILL BE THE STREET 

COMMISSIONER AND LINDA WARREN WILL BE THE WATER/SEWER 

COMMISSIONER.  

THE CITY CLERK THEN GAVE THE OATH TO SWEAR IN ALL THE 

COMMISSIONERS AND ALL COMMISSIONERS STATED I WILL. THE CITY 

CLERK THEN GAVE THE OATH TO SWEAR IN THE MAYOR AND HE 

STATED I WILL.   

24. WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO BE DISCUSSED, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED ON A MOTION BY COMMISSIONER HARKINS AT 7:16 P.M. 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________ 
MAYOR TOM JORDAN    ANGIE BAKER DEATON, CITY CLERK 
 


