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The Gathering 
 
(YouTube recording of hymn here) 
 
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    ‘Come unto me and rest; 
 Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
    Thy head upon my breast:’ 
 I came to Jesus as I was, 
    Weary, and worn, and sad; 
 I found in him a resting-place, 
    And he has made me glad. 
 
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    ‘Behold, I freely give 
 The living water; thirsty one; 
    Stoop down and drink, and live.’ 
 I came to Jesus, and I drank 
    Of that life-giving stream; 
 My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
    And now I live in him. 
 
 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
    ‘I am this dark world's Light; 
 Look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
    And all your days be bright.’ 
 I looked to Jesus and I found 
    In him my Star, my Sun; 
 And in that light of life I'll walk, 
    Till travelling days are done. 

Words: Horatius Bonar 
 

Greeting 
 
 In the name of the Father,  
 and of the Son, 
 and of the Holy Spirit.  
All Amen.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6rr_4M5LQLo
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 Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father 
 and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

Prayer of Preparation 
 
All Almighty God, 
 to whom all hearts are open, 
 all desires known, 
 and from whom no secrets are hidden.  
 Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
 by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
 that we may perfectly love you, 
 and worthily magnify your holy name;  
 through Christ our Lord.  
 Amen.  
 

Prayers of Penitence 
 
 The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart God will not despise.  
 Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, 
 and acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith.  
 
All Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
 we have sinned against you  
 and against our neighbour 
 in thought and word and deed, 
 through negligence, through weakness, 
 through our own deliberate fault. 
 We are truly sorry, and repent of all our sins. 
 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
 who died for us, 
 forgive us all that is past 
 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
 to the glory of your name. 
 Amen.  
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 Almighty God, 
 who forgives all who truly repent, 
 have mercy upon you, 
 pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 
 confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 
 and keep you in life eternal; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All Amen.  
 

The Collect 
 
 Merciful Lord, 
 absolve your people from their offences, 
 that through your bountiful goodness 
 we may all be delivered from the chains of those sins 
 which by our frailty we have committed; 
 grant this, heavenly Father, 
 for Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen.  
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

Reading 
 
A reading from the First Book of Samuel (16.1-13) 
 
The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 
sons.’Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And 
the Lord said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to 
the Lord.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel did what 
the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I 
have come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to 
the sacrifice.’ And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the 
sacrifice. 
 
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed 
is now before the Lord.’ But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his 
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 
the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.’Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this one.’ Then Jesse 
made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the Lord chosen this 
one.’ Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘The Lord has not chosen any of these.’ Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons 
here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the 
sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down 
until he comes here.’ He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had 
beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for this 
is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence 
of his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that 
day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 
 This is the word of the Lord.  
All Thanks be to God.  
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Gradual 
(YouTube version here) 

 
  

To thee, Redeemer, on thy throne of glory: 
lift we our weeping eyes in holy pleadings: 
listen, O Jesu, to our supplications. R. 
 
O thou chief Corner-stone, Right Hand of the Father: 
Way of Salvation, Gate of Life Celestial: 
cleanse thou our sinful souls from all defilement. R. 
 
God, we implore thee, in thy glory seated:  
bow down and hearken to thy weeping children: 
pity and pardon all our grievous trespasses. R.  
 

Sins oft committed now we lay before thee: 
with true contrition, now no more we veil them: 
grant us, Redeemer, loving absolution. R.  
 
Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: 
falsely accused, and for us sinners sentenced,  
save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer. R.  

 

Reading 
 
A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians (5.8-14) 
 
For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children 
of light— for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and 
true. Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to mention 
what such people do secretly; but everything exposed by the light becomes 
visible, for everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 
‘Sleeper, awake! 
   Rise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.’ 
 
 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VBUbyI3Zjj0
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Gospel Reading 
 
 
 

 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (9.1-41) 
All Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, 
‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that 
God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of him who 
sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am 
in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had said this, he spat on the 
ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s 
eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then 
he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who 
had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to 
sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 
someone like him.’ He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’But they kept asking him, 
‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He answered, ‘The man called Jesus made 
mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I 
went and washed and received my sight.’ They said to him, ‘Where is he?’ He 
said, ‘I do not know.’ 
 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it 
was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the 
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, 
‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the Pharisees 
said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But 
others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they 
were divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? 
It was your eyes he opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ 
 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, 
‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’ His 
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parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born 
blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who 
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents 
said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed 
that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the 
synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said 
to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, 
‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was 
blind, now I see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open 
your eyes?’ He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not 
listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 
disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this 
man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is an 
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened 
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to 
one who worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they drove him out. 
 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, ‘Do 
you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 
that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the one 
speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped 
him. Jesus said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not 
see may see, and those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees 
near him heard this and said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus 
said to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 
“We see”, your sin remains. 
 
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
All Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

 
Sermon 
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The Creed 
 

All  We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, 
 seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
 and was made man. 
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
 he suffered death and was buried. 
 On the third day he rose again 
 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
 and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
 and the life of the world to come.  

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
 In the power of the Spirit, and in union with Christ, let us pray to the 
 Father.   
 
 We pray for a swift end to the Coronavirus and for deliverance from 
 it:  
 
 For strength, healing and protection for those exposed to it and 
 those suffering from it: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For the perfect love which casts out fear for all who are anxious and 
 afraid: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For the gifts of friendship, companionship and neighbourliness to 
 flourish in new forms, especially for those who are lonely and 
 isolated: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For wisdom and courage for the leaders of the nations, and for all 
 making decisions at this time: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For strength, perseverance, wisdom and hope for all involved in 
 healthcare, in working for a cure, and in caring for the vulnerable: 
 hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For peace, clarity and provision for those whose employment is 
 precarious or under threat: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For the life and love of Jesus to be made visible among us, even while 
 we cannot worship together: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 For protection, courage and steadfastness for Christians who face 
 persecution, and who often cannot meet for worship: hear us, good 
 Lord.  
 
 For comfort for one another, for the encouragement of mutual care 
 and support, and for a strengthening of our unity in prayer and in 
 Christ: hear us, good Lord.  
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 For rest for the departed, and for the comfort of the Spirit for those 
 who grieve: hear us, good Lord.  
 
 We add our own prayers, trusting in the goodness and mercy of God. 
 
 We join our prayers together with one another, and with our Lady 
 Mary, St Benedict and all the saints, as we pray  
  
 Merciful Father, 
 accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
 
The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
 

The Peace 
 

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace.  

  
 The peace of the Lord be always with you 
All  and also with you. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
Taking of the Bread and Wine 

 
(YouTube recording of the hymn here) 
 
 Just as I am, without one plea 
 But that thy blood was shed for me, 
 And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
 Just as I am, though tossed about  
 With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
 Fightings within and fears without, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C8G0fAL8kDI
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 Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
 Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
 Yea all I need, in thee to find, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
 Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse relieve:  
 Because thy promise I believe, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
 Just as I am (thy love unknown 
 Has broken every barrier down), 
 Now to be thine, yea thine alone, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  
 
 Just as I am, of that free love 
 The breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 
 Here for a season, then above, 
    O Lamb of God, I come.  

Words: Charlotte Eliott 
 
The gifts of the people are gathered and presented. 
 
The altar is prepared and bread and wine are placed upon it. 
 
The president takes the bread and wine and says an offertory prayer (see opposite 
for alternatives) 
  
 God of wisdom,  
 may the light of your eternal Word, 
 our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
 lead us in holiness and guide us to glory; 
 we ask this in his name. 
All  Amen.  
 

 
 
 
 
 



 13 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
 

 
 
  
 It is indeed right and good 
 to give you thanks and praise, 
 almighty God and everlasting Father, 
 through Jesus Christ your Son. 
 For in these forty days 
 you lead us into the desert of repentance 
 that through a pilgrimage of prayer and discipline 
 we may grow in grace 
 and learn to be your people once again.  
 Through fasting, prayer and acts of service 
 you bring us back to your generous heart. 
 Through study of your holy word 
 you open our eyes to your presence in the world 
 and free our hands to welcome others 
 into the radiant splendour of your love.  
 As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast 
 with joyful hearts and minds 
 we bless you for your mercy 
 and join with saints and angels  

for ever praising you and singing:  
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 
and as we obey his command, 

 send your Holy Spirit, 
 that broken bread and wine outpoured 
 may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
 

 On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  
 and, taking bread, he praised you. 
 He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 
 Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 
 do this in remembrance of me.  
 

 When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 
 Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  
 Drink this, all of you; 
 this is my blood of the new covenant, 
 which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
 Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  
 

 So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 
 in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  
     made once for all upon the cross. 
 

 Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 
 we proclaim his death and resurrection  
 until he comes in glory.  
 

 Great is the mystery of faith:  
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 Lord of all life,  
 help us to work together for that day 
 when your kingdom comes 
 and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

 Look with favour on your people, 
 gather us in your loving arms, 
 and bring us with our Lady Mary, St Benedict and all the saints 
 to feast at your table in heaven. 
 

 Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 
 for ever and ever.  
All Amen.  
 
Silence is kept.  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 Trusting in the compassion of God, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.  
Amen.  
 

Breaking of the Bread 
 

 We break this bread  
to share in the body of Christ. 

All  Though we are many, we are one body, 
  because we all share in one bread.  
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Giving of Communion 
 

 Jesus is the Lamb of God  
 who takes away the sin of the world. 
 Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
All  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
 but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 
All  We do not presume 
 to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
 trusting in our own righteousness, 
 but in your manifold and great mercies. 
 We are not worthy  

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table. 
 But you are the same Lord 
 whose nature is always to have mercy. 
 Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
 so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
 and to drink his blood, 
 that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body 
 and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
 and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  

Amen. 
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You may wish to make an act of spiritual communion at this point, using some 
of the following prayers:  
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
in union with the faithful at every altar of your Church, 
where your blessed body and blood are being offered,  
I desire to offer you praise and thanksgiving. 
I present to you my soul and body, 
with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to you.  
And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, 
I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 
I unite myself to you, 
and embrace you with all the affections of my soul.  
Let nothing ever separate me from you. 
Let me live and die in your love. 
Amen. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, 
Grant, that as the hem of your garment, 
touched in faith, healed the woman 
who could not touch your body, 
so the soul of your servant may be healed by faith in you,  
whom I cannot now sacramentally receive; 
through your tender mercy, 
who lives and reigns 
with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
ever one God, world without end. 
Amen.  
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me.  
Body of Christ, save me. 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.  
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.  
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.  
O good Jesu, hear me. 
Within your wounds hide me.  
Suffer me not to be separated from you.  
From the malicious Enemy defend me. 
In the hour of my death call me and bid me come to you, 
that with your Saints I may praise you,  
for ever and ever. Amen.  
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O God, 
help me to trust you, 
help me to know that you are with me, 
help me to believe that nothing can separate me from your love 
revealed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples, ‘I am with you always’. 
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you. 
Hear my prayers for others and for myself, 
and keep me in your care.  
Amen.  
 

Hymn 
(YouTube recording available here) 
 
 Faithful Shepherd, feed me 
     In the pastures green; 
 Faithful Shepherd, lead me 
     Where thy steps are seen. 
 
 Hold me fast, and guide me 
     In the narrow way; 
 So, with thee beside me, 
     I shall never stray.  
 
 Daily bring me nearer 
     To the heavenly shore; 
 May my faith grow clearer, 
     May I love thee more.  
 
 Hallow every pleasure,  
     Every gift and pain; 
 Be thyself my treasure, 
     Though none else I gain. 
 
 Day by day prepare me 
     As thou seest best, 
 Then let angels bear me 
     To thy promised rest.  

Words: T B Pollock 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YY8hlC1VIeU
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Prayer after Communion 
 
 Lord God, 
 whose blessed Son our Saviour 
 gave his back to the smiters 
 and did not hide his face from shame: 
 give us grace to endure the sufferings of this present time 
 with sure confidence in the glory that shall be revealed; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
All  Almighty God, 
  we thank you for feeding us 
  with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
  Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
  to be a living sacrifice. 
  Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
  to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Amen. 
 
The Dismissal 
 
(YouTube recording of the hymn here) 
 
 Thou whose almighty word 
 Chaos and darkness heard, 
     And took their flight; 
 Hear us, we humbly pray, 
 And where the gospel day 
 Sheds not its glorious ray 
     Let there be light.  
 
 Thou who didst come to bring 
 On thy redeeming wing 
     Healing and sight, 
 Health to the sick in mind, 
 Sight to the inly blind, 
 O now to all mankind 
     Let there be light.  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7iUYYir9ujY
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 Spirit of truth and love, 
 Life-giving, holy Dove, 
     Speed forth thy flight; 
 Move o’er the water’s face, 
 Bearing the lamp of grace, 
 And in earth’s darkest place, 
     Let there be light.  
 
 Blessèd and holy Three, 
 Glorious Trinity,  
     Wisdom, Love, Might, 
 Boundless as ocean’s tide 
 Rolling in fullest pride, 
 Through the world far and wide 
     Let there be light.  

 Words: John Marriott 
 
 

The Blessing 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All  and also with you. 
  
 Christ give you grace to grow in holiness, 
 to deny yourselves, take up your cross, and follow him; 
 and the blessing of God almighty, 
 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
 be among you and remain with you always. 
All  Amen. 
 
 Go in the peace of Christ.  
All Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


