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Audience Survey



Why Focus on Pet Waste?
• Stormwater pollutant & health hazard
• Nationally, 40% of dog owners DO NOT pick up their dog 

waste
• Urban areas v. rural areas
• Pet food is rich in nutrients
• Water flushes contaminants into water bodies and 

seeps into groundwater



2022 Maine MS4 permit

• Requires MS4 permittees to change two behaviors
• Satisfy 2 of 6 MCM’s
• Greater Portland and Saco permittees: Track dog waste and user profiles
• Think Blue Maine website

• Pet waste tracking started in 2021 to get ahead of the permit’s 
outreach requirements and to involve the public



Who Let the Dogs Out?

Over 25, 800 52 dogs/mile2 3,500 tons/year



If most people want to 
do the right thing…
• Lack of understanding of dog waste impacts 

(ex: signage)

• Nowhere to put the waste (trash cans)

• No way to pick up the waste (no bags)



Field Methods



Sites Surveyed
Sites Also Observed
● Ocean Ave Recreation Area & Quarry Run Dog Park, Portland

● Saco Dog Park, Saco

● Willard Beach and Spring Point Trail, South Portland

● Mountain Division Trail, Windham/G orham

● Royal River Park, Yarmouth



South Portland

Town Dogs 
(1,180)AnnuallySurvey 2

1.3 Million33813Number of 
Deposits

323,320101.43.9Pounds of 
Pet Waste

3 Quadrillion1 Trillion40 BillionFecal 
Bacteria



Portland

Town Dogs 
(1,857)AnnuallySurvey 2

2 Million1,69065Number of 
Deposits

508,81850719.5Pounds of 
Pet Waste

5 Quadrillion5 Trillion203 
Billion

Fecal 
Bacteria



Old Orchard Beach

Town Dogs 
(1,232)AnnuallySurvey 2

1.3 Million62524Number of 
Deposits

337,5681887.2Pounds of 
Pet Waste

3.5 
Quadrillion

1.9 Trillion75 BillionFecal 
Bacteria



Saco

Town Dogs 
(2,770)

AnnuallySurvey 2

3 Million75629
Number of 
Deposits

758,9802268.7Pounds of 
Pet Waste

7.9 
Quadrillion

2 Trillion90 BillionFecal 
Bacteria



Windham/Gorham

AnnuallySurvey 2

2,13282Number of 
Deposits

64025Pounds of 
Pet Waste

6 Trillion
256 

Billion
Fecal 

Bacteria



Regional Totals

8%

92%

Second Survey

Bagged Unbagged

29

29

48

212

Signs

Educational Generic Litter Simple Pet Waste Ordinance

360
411

Total Deposits

First Survey Second Survey



Observations
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Waste Bags

25-34 Year Olds 
With Visible Pet 

Waste Bags
Site Name

028.6 %MDT Blue Seal

33.3 %56.3 %MDT Gambo

33.3 %55.6 %MDT Shaw

25 %40.9 %Royal River

50.91 %61.4 %Willard Beach

52.4 %65.4 %Ocean Ave

66.6 %100 %Saco Dog Park



It Can Work

2022 Survey (Addition of trash cans)2021 Survey



General Recommendations

Confirm staff capacity

Install bag stations with trash cans

Location matters!

Increase educational signs

Infrastructure



General Recommendations

Dog waste is not natural

More dogs, more problems

Expectations

Education



Next Steps
Annual site surveys

Site-specific 
recommendations

Regional education 
campaign

Analyze nutrients 



Remember



Thanks!

Ridge Kelly (2021 Bates College Purposeful Work Intern)
Katie Caperton (2021 Bates College Purposeful Work Intern)

John Clark (2021 Maine Conservation Corps Environmental Steward)
Lucas Kirsch (2022 Maine Conservation Corps Environmental 

Steward)



Questions?

Ali Clift
Education & Outreach Coordinator

aclift@cumberlandswcd.org
(207) 331- 8640

cumberlandswcd.org

Maddy Broda
Bates College Student

mbroda@bates.edu

Martha Sheils
Executive Director

Martha.sheils@maine.edu
(207) 841-2246

neefc.org

mailto:aclift@cumberlandswcd.org
mailto:mbroda@bates.edu
mailto:Martha.sheils@maine.edu
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