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A phrase commonly thrown about in education is meet 
them where they are. MEP Womens’ Program Teacher, 
Mark Weisenthal took this adage to a whole new level 
during Covid.

Mark first met and started tutoring Yvette in Math at Sienna 
Literacy Tutoring Center in 2016. At that time, Yvette 
struggled with simple division. Mark met Yvette where she 
was mathematically by introducing an ordinary dot-method 
which slowly helped Yvette conquer division. That was 
just the beginning of their relationship. After some time 
away from MEP, Yvette returned in 2017 and soon started 
encouraging Mark to become a tutor at MEP.

Mark eventually took Yvette’s advice and started tutoring in 
October 2019 and quickly became a GED Math teacher at 
MEP in January 2020. When Covid hit in March 2020, once 
again, Mark met Yvette where she was, this time literally. 
Mark started going to Yvette’s home, met her husband, and 
continued tutoring Yvette for up to two hours per day, three 
days a week – FOR NINE MONTHS! All this time Mark was 
encouraging Yvette to keep practicing and to take the GED 
Math Test – “Keep at it, keep at it, you will pass.” In December 
2020, Yvette took the test, and not only passed but earned 
the highest score ever by an MEP student!

Mark is a skilled Math teacher and tutor, yet so much more. 
Because Mark met Yvette where she was, he built a bond of 
trust and care. Together they built a relationship grounded 
in perseverance. When asked about Mark, Yvette said, 
“He’ll stay with the problem until you get it – he wants you 
to get to where you want to be – he puts confidence and 
encouragement within you.” Reflecting on his four-plus year 
experience with Yvette, Mark realized, “Because of her, I will 
never give up on anybody.”

As a high school student, Yvette passed all her subjects, but 
Math. Her mother died when Yvette was 15. She dropped out 
of school to take care of her sisters. Although she struggled 
through years of addiction and recovery, Yvette always 
wanted to be a nurse. She is currently working in home 
healthcare and once she gets her GED she plans on getting a 
nursing degree.

As the new Executive Director of MEP, I have learned that 
our students, teachers, tutors, and staff often take what is 
commonly viewed as ordinary to a whole new level. As the 
world continues to struggle through the challenges of Covid, 
MEP is meeting the women and girls we serve where they 
are to educate, encourage and empower them to become 
who they are—extraordinary people!                  	

Because of your generous support over the past two years, we 
were not only able to keep MEP’s doors open virtually during 
lockdown but were able to open our doors to live instruction 
this fall. The girls and women we serve need all of us now 
more than ever. Thank you for partnering with MEP as we look 
forward to our 30th year of being that difference in the lives we 
help transform.

 
With Gratitude,

Mark Mals
Executive Director

We must strive to 
do ordinary things 

extraordinarily well.  
Catherine McAuley, RSM

Yvette and Mark

“ “

Mercy Education Project founder,  
Sr. Mary Canice Johnson, R.S.M, Ph.D.
November 1, 1933 – May 12, 2015

In 1992 Sister Canice Johnson along  
with a group of Sisters of Mercy,  
decided together that a strong 
educational assistance program for 
women and girls was needed in the 
city of Detroit. The initial goal was to 
break the cycle of illiteracy and lack 
of education particularly prevalent in 
southwest Detroit. Mercy Education 
Project was born. Sister Canice was 
appointed MEP’s first executive director.

Earning degrees in English and a Ph.D. in Linguistics and 
teaching at both Mercy High School and Mercy College of 
Detroit, Sister Canice understood the importance of being 
educated. No issue was closer to her heart than the plight of 
children and adults in Detroit who lacked the ability to read. 
Former MEP Executive Director, Amy Amador called Sister 
Canice, “A trailblazer who took the vision the sisters had for 
creating MEP and made it a reality.”

2



The Covid Pivot.  
   A New MEP.
In March 2020 the entire world changed 
overnight due to the Covid pandemic. In 
order to continue to serve, Mercy Education 
Project immediately transformed into an 
online learning facility.

Our educational staff became the frontline 
workers and resource providers to our 
families, calling in weekly to make sure they 
were receiving the information and support 
they needed to endure the pandemic. 

All MEP instructors and tutors became 
online school teachers and counselors, 
making sure our students had access to 
education and someone to talk to during 
a difficult time. As a community, MEP did 
what was necessary to continue our mission.

The Women’s Program
In response to Covid, MEP Women’s 
Program became a State of Michigan 
certified learning facility. Instead of entering 
our Howard St. classrooms, MEP brought 
the classroom to their living rooms. By 
utilizing and investing in several computer 
software programs and mobile apps, MEP 
was successful in transforming into an 
online Adult Basic Education, English as a 
Second Language, and GED Prep school for 
women 18 years and older. 

This model relieved the barriers of 
childcare and transportation for our 
women. Not only was this new model a 
huge success, but it also allowed MEP to 
expand our reach to women living outside 
of Detroit proper. MEP Women’s Program 
is currently serving women in Wayne, 
Macomb, and Oakland countries.
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m      of incoming  

Women’s Program 
students perform 
at a 1st-8th grade 
reading level

96% 

2020-2021 Placement Testing Adult Basic Education

under 20 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

AGES SERVED

INCOME LEVELS Reference Sample: Income Family of 4

88% Extremely Low 
Income $0-26,200 10% Low Income 

$26,201-39,250 3% Low-Mid Income 
$39,251-62,800

 

Black/African American 57%
Latina 23%

Middle Eastern  17%
White   3% 

DEMOGRAPHICS

COMMUNITIES SERVED

71%  
Detroit Residents

29%  
Non-Detroit Clinton Twp.	

Dearborn
Dearborn Heights
Harper Woods 
Lincoln Park 

River Rouge 
Sterling Heights 
Southfield 
Waterford
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Meet Soledad
When Soledad was in ninth grade, she moved to the 
United States. In order to help support her family in a new 
country, she set aside her love of school and learning, 
dropping out in her freshman year of high school.

In January 2020, Soledad set the goal of completing her 
GED, and entered MEP’s Women’s Program.  
 
“I’ve always loved school, especially math. I was excited 
to find MEP because it was all women. Everyone is so 
great and gets you going. I feel so comfortable here.” 

Soledad’s love of learning and her mathematic skills 
shone brightly, and in her first five weeks, she passed 
all of her Math tests and the GED Math Exam. Shortly 
after that, in March 2020, MEP turned to online learning. 
Soledad was not deterred, pandemic or not, she was 
determined to complete her GED! 

After a full day spent being the matriarch of her family, 
working part-time, and homeschooling her two children, 
Soledad would log into MEP’s Online GED Academy and 
work on her lessons and notes from her teachers until 
1:00 a.m. before waking up to do it all over again.

Wo
me

n’s 
Pro

gra
m

Soledad on her first day at MEP

Mercy Education Project GED Class of 2021 

Alyssa MariaAmanda SoledadEliesse
Celebrated but not pictured:  Arely    Claudia    Maha

Just over a year after entering the program, in 2021 
Soledad completed her GED! She is currently working 
with MEP’s new life coach, Dr. Orletta Caldwell to 
help set new goals and discover her next steps. In 
the beginning, Soledad 
showed a passion for the 
beauty and cosmetical 
field. Through her 
part-time job at a real 
estate firm, she has 
re-discovered her 
passions, especially 
when it comes to 
crunching numbers.

“I like the office 
setting and I LOVE 
working with 
numbers. So I’m 
excited to learn what 
else I can study!” 
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Mercy Education Project GED Class of 2021 

The Covid Pivot.  
   A New MEP.
The Girl’s Program
In March 2020, the world of education 
changed overnight as school doors closed 
and remote learning became the only 
option. The pandemic widened preexisting 
opportunity and achievement gaps, hitting 
historically disadvantaged students the 
hardest. MEP’s education staff met our 
young scholars at the front lines (online!) 
to continue and expand the work of 
supporting their educational goals as well 
as their social-emotional learning needs.  
 
During the past two incredibly difficult 
years, Detroit’s young women have 
needed the support of programs like MEP 
more than ever. We continue to work 
hard and find new ways to support and 
strengthen our scholars as we roll up our 
sleeves and look to the future.

Gi
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AREAS SERVED BY 
GIRL’S PROGRAM

48210

48209

48216

48208

After graduating from CMU and moving back home, like 
many new grads I felt a little lost. I decided to look for 
something fulfilling that wasn’t a career. After reflecting 
on my passions and beliefs, I Googled “nonprofits helping 
women in Detroit” and what I found could not have been 
more perfect, Mercy Education Project.

For the next four years, when people asked me what I do 
for a living, I told them of my work at a retailer—but I also 
told them about my passion for my volunteer tutoring. I love 
interacting with the bright, unique, and hardworking girls 
that MEP serves.

I’ve been tutoring the same DPS student, Andrea, for the 
past four school years. Andrea struggles with English/
Language Arts especially due to her Spanish speaking roots. 
We work on Study Island and Reading Eggspress to develop 
her reading and phonics skills.

Andrea rarely needs help with comprehension when we read 
a story together, but she will struggle sounding out new 
words and this is where I come in! We take our time and 
break down words. As a tutor, I am also a fan of flashcards. 
When we come across a word she struggles with, I write it 
on a flashcard, and we work on these words sporadically 
each session.

By the end of the year, Andrea can successfully pronounce 
these flashcard words, and I am a proud tutor! I love that 
MEP tracks Andrea’s progress with testing at the beginning 
of the year, mid-year, and end of the year. Watching her 
grow is encouragement to both of us.

I love our discussions before we start a tutoring session, and 
stories she will share with me. I will never forget the time 
her class went on a field trip to a bat sanctuary. She told 
me about that upcoming trip every week for over a month. 

It was a reward for either good grades or 
perfect attendance at her school, and I 
remember how proud she was that she got to 
go. After the field trip, we talked about bats 
every week for another month!

Covid hit MEP similar to how it hit schools; 
we went virtual. It was certainly a learning 
curve tutoring through a Zoom call, but 
we made it work. Nothing compares to in-
person interaction and I am so happy to be 
back for the 2021/22 school year.

MEP aims to offer a place of stability for 
those they serve. Without trying, MEP has 
offered that same stability to me. During 
personal life changes, career moves, and 
a pandemic, I always had MEP. Now that 
MEP is back in-person, my husband, 
Trevor, even started tutoring this year! 
We love to spread the word of MEP’s 
good works here in Detroit.

Angela Walters:  
 A Tutoring Experience

Angela and Andrea
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DETROIT, June 9, 2021 - After working alongside Detroit 
residents to develop and propose new ways to improve how 
people get around the city, the community around Michigan 
Central Station is about to see how one of those ideas can 
actually work.

One of the three winning proposals chosen during the City:One 
Michigan Central Station Challenge, the Mobility Hub proposed 
by Mercy Education Project is ready to enjoy a month-long pilot. 
Located at Roosevelt Park in front of Michigan Central Station, 
the new Mobility Hub aims to provide safe and easy access to 
transportation information and mobility services—and act as a 
gathering place for the community.

“We love how practical the students’ idea is to bring the 
different transportation options together in a space that is 
welcoming, useful, and engaging with the community,” said 
Sam Krassenstein, Deputy Director of Mobility Innovation at the 
City of Detroit. “We hope that the success of this pilot will be 
an example that can be replicated to increase mobility options 
for Detroiters in other parts of the City and appreciate all the 
effort from our project partners to help bring the hub project 
idea to reality.”

The Mobility Hub was the brainchild of eight 11th grade high 
school students from Detroit. These young women envisioned 
these hubs as places that would not only offer information 
about how to use different mobility services—including buses, 
bikes, and electric scooters—but also shine the spotlight on local 
businesses in the area and offer convenient features for visitors.

“Mercy Education Project is excited to present a community 
space for all of Detroit to enjoy. Our 2020-2021 CCR girls 
worked tirelessly, even though the pandemic, to create their 
version of a mobility hub. During this pilot we hope everyone 
uses the hub and help decide how future Mobility Hubs should 
function, specifically in Detroit.”  - Nicole Meunier, Director of 
Development and Major Gifts at Mercy Education.

Open from 6AM to 11PM, the hub pilot will run until June 25 and 
offer the following amenities:

•	 A digital monitor that supplies information about transit 
options, local businesses, and community services.

•	 Easy access to a variety of mobility solutions, including  
a nearby DDOT bus stop, bike racks, Spin scooters,  
MoGo station, and convenient pick-up spots for  
ride-hailing services.

•	 A well-lit safe space for community residents that offers a 
sheltered waiting area, nearby picnic tables, WiFi, and smart 
device charging, plus a makeshift stage for pop-ups or 
performances.

•	 Murals created by local artists in collaboration with Garage 
Cultural that spotlight themes of women’s empowerment, 
movement, and mobility.

During the pilot, Wayne Health/Wayne State University will 
also deploy its mobile health units to the Mobility Hub for two 
weeks. These specially outfitted vehicles allow medical staff 
to offer a variety of convenient health services for residents, 
including testing and vaccinations.

Launched in 2019, the City: One Michigan Central Station 
Challenge is a crowd-sourcing platform created by Ford to help 
cities prepare for the future by identifying new mobility designs 
and innovations that could improve the way people get around. 
The platform program brings together government officials, 
local residents, startups, and entrepreneurs in an effort to 
understand mobility issues and design solutions.

“Seeing ideas like the Mobility Hub come to life in service of 
the community is exactly why Ford developed the City: One 
Challenge platform,” said Gina Schrader, City Solutions Midwest 
Manager, Ford Motor Company. “We believe that cities can 
dramatically improve mobility by engaging directly with local 
communities and businesses, and this is just one example of 
what’s possible when a forum like City: One facilitates dialogue 
and collaboration in service of a larger purpose.”

With a goal of improving mobility for people living in, working 
in, and visiting the community surrounding Michigan Central 
Station, the Challenge encouraged participants to submit 
mobility solutions that complement existing transportation 
services. The Mobility Hub was one of three winners chosen 
out of 164 total submissions.

DETROIT DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
Press Release, June 10, 2021

Winning the City:One Challenge 

Beginning in January 2020 and finalizing in September 2021, our eight brilliant College and Career Readiness 
high school girls, came together to answer the question “How would you create stronger mobility in Detroit?” 
Their winning answer was to create a fully functional community space that includes access to every method of 
mobility one could need to navigate Detroit without using a car—and thus the MEP Mobility Hub was born. 
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College Bound!

Andrea
Attending: Wayne State University  

Area of Study: Medical

Nazli
Attending: University of Michigan-Dearborn 
Area of Study: Business or Political Science

Ni’Matullah
Attending: Wayne State University  

Area of Study: Performing Arts

Jennifer
Attending: Albion College 
Area of Study: Undecided

Nathalie
Attending: Wayne State University  

Area of Study: Nursing

Karla
Attending: University of Michigan  

Area of Study: Business or Political Science

Ximena
Attending: Wayne State University  

Area of Study: Environmental Science
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Congratulations to 

these seven brilliant 
MEP College and Career 

Readiness scholars!
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In February 2020, Verizon Wireless awarded MEP 
$100,000, over the course of two years, to close 
the digital gap and embrace digital literacy in SW 
Detroit. Due to this innovative partnership, MEP 
and Verizon were able to get MEP students and 
their families through shelter-in-place. 

Through these funds MEP was able to build and 
successfully execute a Technoogy Lending Library, 
that now serve over 50 MEP women by providing 
them with laptops, webcameras, headphones, 
various computer accessories and WiFi hotspots 
in their home. All of MEP’s GED graduates were 
able to complete their studies through online 
learning and software that was also made possible 
by Verizon.

To prepare MEP for the return of students to the 
building, Verizon once again lead the way by 
helping update and expand the MEP Computer 
Lab. This now allows more women to complete 
their assessment tests to enter the program and 
allows our girls to get additional support on their 
school work from their tutors. Thank you               ! 

Embracing  
  Digital Literacy

Christine and Michael Allen

Anonymous (2)

Black Opal

Carl L. Collins III

Community Foundation for SE Michigan

DTE Foundation

Ford Motor Company Fund

George R & Elise M Fink Foundation

Dr. Richard J. Gilfillan & Carmen Caneda

Sister M. Naomi Holysko, RSM

Sisters of Mercy, West Midwest Community

The Elizabeth, Allan, & Warren Shelden Fund

Trinity Health

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan

Robert and Kristin Bowen

Margaret Cooney Casey & Brian Casey

Facebook

Joyce Jay Raymond Foundation, Inc

Justgiving

M. Kathleen Kirschenheiter & Kathleen Tkach

Sister Maria Klosowski, RSM

Colette & Christopher Rizik

Wallace Scones

Marina Williams 

McAuley Circle
gifts of $5,000 or more

Sister Canice Circle
gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Tha
nk 

you
 to

 ou
r d

ono
rs!

MEP is pleased to acknowledge these 
annual donors from the fiscal year  
July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021
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Founders Circle
gifts of $750-$2,499

Laura Archbold

Anonymous (2)

Kenneth Bark

Belfor USA Group, Inc.

Leah Cracchiolo

Cyril & June Buersmeyer

Rhonda DeLong & Kathy Ciesinski

Priscilla Donegan

Dr. & Mrs. Joseph Eisenhauer

Miriam and Peter Fabien

Myrna Fernandez-Lynch  
& Burchell Lynch

Empowerment Circle
gifts of $250-$749

Alloya Corporate

Amy Amador

Carole & Dr. Jose G. Amador, Jr.

Lorraine & Gary Berlin

Janine & Giorgio Bertucci

Jane Bower

Susan Broniak

Geraldine Brown

Cornelia & Andrew Butler

Cadence Design Systems

Mary Joanne Campbell

Laura Davie

Cheryl Adams Davis

Robert & Eva Dewaelsche

Sister Karen Egri, RSM

Phyllis Ellsworth

John Eshleman

Mary Fisher & Michael McGee

Mary & Paul Gieske

Karen Gilkey

Kathleen Gillespie

Dr. Toni P. Gross & Francis Gross

Beach & Marianne Hall

Muriel Harrington

Lynne & Darren Irving

Jesuit Community at UDM

Regina Kelly

Mary Ellen King

Sister Patrice Klein, RSM

Elizabeth Kohlenberg

Sister Mary Ann Krempges, RSM

Kroger Community Rewards

Robert & Ellen Lafferty

Anne Marie Langan

Laughing Acres Family Foundation

Martin Lim

Michele & Don Linn

John Lorinskas

Jennifer Luft

Mary Jo Malafa, M.D.

Nadine Maynard

Mary Ellen Mulcrone  
& Dennis McWhinnie

Betty & Michael Mulcrone

Mary & Jerald O’Shaughnessey

Julie Panetta

Antoinette Porter

Peter Salamon

Heidi & Steven Schaefer

Donna & Kim Shollack

Jaspreet & Shivani Singh

Denise A. Starr

Teresa Thompson

Rosemary Tinetti

Marianne Udow-Phillips  
& William Phillips

Vanguard Charitable

Nathan & Rachel Waleryszak

LuAnn & David Warren

Mary & Edward Wolking

Mary Ziemba

Fidelity Charitable

Regina & Gaylord Forbes

Sister Bernadette Mary Frank, RSM

Yvette Gagnon

Carol Goll

Elaine & Michael Harrison

Elaine Jaeger

Marlene Kacy

Laura & Mike Keener

Jane Kersjes

Geraldine Kilsdonk

Dr. Faith & Dennis Mauro-Huse

Sister Maureen Mulcrone, RSM

Debora & Patrick Murray

Janette and Mike Phillips

Dr. Glenda D. Price

Heidi & Jason Raubenolt

Schwab Charitable

Judith Smith

Julie & David Spivey

St. Kenneth Catholic Church

The Stefanyshyn Charitable Fund of 
the Ayco Charitable Foundation

Ms. Janet B. Weir

Tha
nk 

you
 to

 ou
r d

ono
rs!
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Circle of Mercy
gifts up to $250

3M Foundation

AmazonSmile Foundation

Patricia & Ronald Anderson

Janet & Mark Angellotti

Erin Archerd

Ms. Palma Baker

CaroleAnn & Gary Beaman

Mitchell & Michele Bleznak

Karen Boyd

Mary Brady

Phyllis S. Brenner, Ph.D.

Stacey Brown

Sister Elizabeth Mary  
Burns, RSM

Sister Helen Marie  
Burns, RSM

Elisabeth Calcaterra

Orletta Caldwell

Tera Cardinale

Marah Casey

Andrea Champagne

Guinevere Chan

Marie Colarusso

Conen Family Fund

Susan Conway

CC Courth

Jennifer & Robert 
Czajkowski

Dr. Marlene Davis

Phillip Dennis

Dr. Caroll Deuben  
& Roger Deuben

Julie DiCicco

Ethel Dixon

David Dobbie

Sister Rose Miriam  
Doerr, RSM

Pamela & Jeffrey Dorman

Lynn Dubay

Phillaire Dudley

Kathryn & Mark Eggers

Hannah Ferree

Sister Judith Frikker, RSM

Aimee Fritsch

Julie & Craig Gillikin

Lisa & Craig Glines

Inez Goldman

Brenda Griffin

Chanora Halliburton

Elinor Hamm

Lee & Paul Harkaway

Ms. Julianne Harp

Larry Harris

Christian Heyne

Sarah Hildebrandt

Anne Hill

Elizabeth M. Hill, Ph.D.

Sister Stephanie  
Holub, RSM

Roseanne Horne

Sister Mary Ellen  
Howard, RSM

Timothy Johnson  
& Janis Frazee

Sister Nancy Jones, RSM

Mr. Robert D. Jones

Roger & Teresa Jones

Sneha Kamat

Rebecca Keefe

Jasmine Kim

Josh Kirk

Julie Koehler

Holly Korail

Lynn Kordich

Marie Koski

Robin Krienke

Anthony Lalomia

Sister Patricia Lamb, RSM

Suzanne Lareau

Genna LaRocca

Erin Leipold

Irene & Ted Lietz

Adrienne Long

Bernice Lopata

Hailey Lowenstein

Lori Maher

Rebecca Malfroid

Marathon Petroleum 
Company, LLC

Rose Martin

Jacob & Joy Matthews

Diane Mattiello

Kathleen C. McBride

Ms. Grace C. McAuley

Kathleen McGuire Moore  
& Peter Moore

Diana Mercer-Pryor

Nicole Meunier

Kirstin Mooney

Michelle Morgan

John & Lorraine Morris

Sister Judith Mouch, RSM

Angela & Jacob  
Oetama-Paul

Lori Ostrow

Patricia & Terrance O’Toole

Elizabeth Patterson

Tyler Pedersen

Emily Petrovski

Sister Cheryl Phillips, RSM

Mary Ann & Phil Rayrat

Nancy & James Reed

Sister Gloria Rivera, IHM

Charles & Deborah  
Roarty, Jr.

Margaret Schneider

Gina Schrader

Carolyn Shalhoub

Emily Sheeran

William Sicheri

Barbara Stevens

Heather Storey

Aaron Swain

Teresita & Raymond Tchou

Renee E. Therrien

Sister Nancy  
Thompson, RSM

Tracy Townsend

Theresa Uzenski

Gerd Walter

John Walton

Sister Mary Waskowiak, RSM

Semira Watkins

Dr. Wei-Zen Wei  
& Kuang C. Wei

Gail Wingard

Bridget Winn

Christine Wlodarczyk

Jennifer Wojtala

Sister Lois Wozniak, RSM

Pamela & George Wright

Sister Charlotte Young, RSM

Stan Young

Brittany Zeller-Holland

Colleen Zematis
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GRANTMAKERS
City of Detroit - Neighborhood Opportunity Fund Division

Community Foundation for SE Michigan

Detroit Industrial School

DTE Foundation

Empowerment Foundation

Ford Mobility City: One Challenge

H. T. Ewald Foundation

Minerva Education and Development Foundation

IN-KIND GIFTS Non-monetary donations
Ale Mary’s Craft Beer Hall

Barnes And Noble

Basement Burger Bar

Bello Woods Golf Course

Brooklyn Street Local LLC

Buddy’s Pizza

Buffalo Wild Wings

Canine to Five Detroit

Cattails Golf Club

City of Livonia Golf Division

Joan Cleland

Coach’s Corner

ConnectingBlox

Cork & Gabel

Cowley’s and Sons

Crackelwood Golf Course

CyberOptix TieLab

Detroit History Tours

Detroit Shipping Company

Diamond Jim Brady’s - Royal Oak

Kenneth Dorazio

Doug Young Photo

Michele and George Dragisity

Edsel and Eleanor Ford House

elaine b Jewelry

Farmington Civic

Fox Hills Golf and Banquet Center

Sister Bernadette Mary Frank, RSM

Free Bikes 4 Kidz Detroit

Go Comedy Improv Theater

Grand Tavern

Greis Jewlers

Lynn Halper Rosen

John Cowley & Sons

Laura and Mike Keener

Laurie Tennent Studio

Leon and Lulu

Lockhart’s BBQ

Kiki Louya

Ms. Janice Lovchuk

Maple Lane Golf Course

McClure’s

Sister Maureen McGarrigle, RSM

McShane’s Irish Pub

Meadowbrook Theatre

Mexicantown Restaurant

Milford Spice Company

Miners Den Jewelers

Motor City Woman

Orin Jewelers

Peterlin’s Restaurant and Bar

Preservation Detroit

Heidi and Jason Raubenolt

Red Run Country Club

Roberts Restaurant Group

Rick and Kristi Robinson

Barbara Rohde

Royal Oak Brewery

Ruby Tuesday

Mike and Barbara Sbrocca

Claudia Schimetz

Script Salon

Sisters of Mercy

Slows Bar BQ

David and Julie Spivey

Sycamore Hills Golf Club

Tanglewood Golf Club

Tara Celtic and Traditional Music

Sandra and Jeffrey Tatum

TD Auto Finance

The Bee’s Knees

The Congregation

The Meeting House

Time Too Savor

Reverend Allen Timm

TPC Michigan

Upton Law

Sandy Watson

Weingartz

Wintergarden Tavern

Your Garden Rescue Gal

Joe and Deb Zeff

Zingerman’s

Quicken Loans Community Fund

Sisters of Mercy, West Midwest Community

St. Therese of Lisieux Parish

State of Michigan

United Methodist Women Rice Allen Fund

United Way of Southeastern Michigan

Wish You Well Foundation

Young Woman’s Home Association
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Neil Austin

Jennifer Aznavorian

Carol Barrett

James Bauman

Olivia Bayagich

Faye Bessette

Carolyn Byl

Michael Carollo

Joan Cleland

Greg Colton

Barbara Coury

Gordon Cox

Joy Cullen

Sam Daily

Kathleen Dul Aznavorian

Denise Even

Paige Even

Peggy Feltner

Myrna Fernandez-Lynch

Yvette Gagnon

Gayle Gavin

SUPPORTERS OF OUR SPECIAL EVENTS
SIDE BY SIDE GOLF OUTING SEPTEMBER 10, 2020
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AIMS Construction

Christian Financial Credit Union

Donyati LLC

DTE Foundation

Fox Hills Golf and Banquet Center

Honigman, Miller, Schwartz & Cohn LLP

Laura  & Mike Keener

Kiewit Power Constructors

Rodan & Fields

Rosey’s Romper Room

Schoolcraft College Foundation

Kim & Donna Shollack

David & Julie Spivey

TD Auto Finance

Toshiba Business Solutions

Barbara Goodale

Vince Harkins

Larry Harris

Cindy Hill

Debra Horning

Pat Hurick

Vince Imperiale

Dale Jurcisin

Hsiao-Ping Katz

Laura  & Mike Keener

Jane Kersjes

Terri Kowalski

James Krupa

Anne Kuhnle

Patty LaCross

Carol Larsen

Theresa & Paul Micallef

Sandy Mily

Gabriel Montemayor

Bernie Moore

Janine Moscone

Debora & Patrick Murray

Catherine Murray

Alexis O’Brien

David Parr

John Parr

David Parr II

Bob Pence

Judy Petrere

Matt Phelps

Mike Phillips

Jenna Picklo

Chris Poplars

Lori Ratkos

Heidi Raubenolt

Marianne Robinson

Rick & Kristy Robinson

Pete Robinson

Manuel Romero-Montes

Cindy Rubis

Walt Sabat

Judy Sallerson

Paul Schmitz

Patricia Shelton

Kim Shollack

Terry Snyder

David & Julie Spivey

Jenny Sproul

Michelle Sroka

Carolynne Stabnick

Nathan Steinwascher

Kathy Stellema

Lu Stockton

Terry Sundt

Dennis Tardich

Bonnie Teegen

Don Weihe

Vicki Weiss Tkach

Mary Williams

Julie Williams

Sandra Zureki

Christine and Michael Allen

Cynthia and James Allison

Amy Amador

Amber Angel

Anonymous

Claire Barrett

BASF

Virginia Benson

Rhonda Bode

Mayra Bravo-Campos

Angela Buk

Christy Clark

Tiarra Cody

Makie DellaVecchia

Suman Desaraju

Julie DiCicco

Susan T DiSanto

Lynette Dowler

Andy Fay

LaCELEBRACIÓN JANUARY 28, 2021 
Lisa Fishbeck

Lisa Fort

Christine Garber

Julie and Craig Gillikin

Lisa and Craig Glines

Alissa Graff

Scott Grenier

Valerie and Andrew Grunduski

Angela Hamlar

Peter Hildebrandt

Steven Hildebrandt

Elizabeth Hildebrandt

Sister Mary Ellen Howard, RSM

Revelle and Matt Kiss

Noah and Diane Kleedtke

Katey Larose

Mary Beth and Keith Lohman

Irene Lynn

Nadine Maynard

Aseel Midani

Laura and Michael Mikulan

Linda Millard

Ashley Mizzi

Ronald Moore &  
Meghan-Michelle Flowers 

Sister Maureen Mulcrone, RSM

Debora and Patrick Murray

Mary Margaret O’Neill

Christina Oswald

Ms. Kathleen M. Oswald

Laurie Payne

Sharon and William Pfeuffer

Rosanne Plasky

Jared Plasky and Marta 
Gonzalez-Plasky

Elizabeth Pochini

Lauren Prokop

Heidi and Jason Raubenolt

Tricia Ruby

Issac J Saint John

Robin Schorn

Soa-Jin Sher

Shawn Shivnen

Paula Silver

Sarah Stanislav

Cara Stevens

Heather Storey

Corbin Sturgill

Sandra and Jeffrey Tatum

Theresa Uzenski

Leigha Walker

LuAnn and David Warren

Semira Watkins

Cassandra Whiddon

Jamie Wisniewski

Lindsey Witte

Mary and Edward Wolking

Melissa Woloszyk
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DOORWAY TO THE FUTURE VIRTUAL GALA MAY 21, 2021 
Burns & McDonnell

Thomas and Carol Cracchiolo Foundation

Christian Financial Credit Union

Henry Ford Health System

Esther and George Jaruga Foundation

Jim Shaffer & Associates Realtors

Kathleen B. McCann

Bethany Aldighieri

Christine Allen

Cynthia Allison

Amy Amador

Jose G. Amador

Laura Archbold

Janet Attarian

Dawn Ballard

Sr. Gilmary Bauer, RSM

Beth Baumgartner

Beth A. Beson

Rita Birzer

Roselyn K. Blanck

Douglas Bohrer

Emily Bosh

Robert Bowen

Jane Bower

Sheila R. Brice

Geraldine A. Brown

Audrey Brown

Kristin Burman

Helen M. Burns

Cornelia Butler

Roger C. Byrd

Sr. Cathleen Mary 
Cahill, RSM

Margaret Cooney 
Casey

Joan Cleland

Joanne Dawley

Brian Degree

Rhonda DeLong

Anne Marie DeRosier

Susan Desmond

Caroll Deuben

Julie DiCicco

Eva Dodds

Kathryn Eggers

Sr. Karen Egri, RSM

Cynthia Eleweke

Kiewit Power Constructors

MAGNA

Marathon Petroleum Company, LLC

MGM Grand Detroit

PNC Foundation

Ruby and Associates

Sisters of Mercy, West Midwest Community

Strategic Staffing Solutions

TD Auto Finance

Trinity Health

United Road

Wolverine Packing Company

Phyllis Ellsworth

Miriam Fabien

Andy Fay

Louis J. Fierens

Patricia Flaim

Regina Forbes

Sr. Bernadette M. Frank, RSM

Patricia A. Furtaw

Amanda Galbreth

Sr. Yvonne Gellise, RSM

Karen Gilkey

Julie Gillikin

Mary Kay Glazek

Thomas Gordon

Veronica Gove

Antoinette Green Hubbard

Gerrard Gumbleton

Daniel Hale

Angela Hamlar

Muriel H. Harrington

Vielka Hernandez

Sarah Hildebrandt

Anne Hill

Carol Hillman

Michael Holper

Roseanne Horne

Sr. Mary Ellen Howard, RSM

Lisa Janness

Brigid Johnson

Sr. Nancy Jones, RSM

Robert D. Jones

Laura Keener

Jane Kersjes

Geraldine Kilsdonk

Mary Ellen King

Virginia Klinkman

Sr. Monica Kostielney, RSM

Mary Kramer

Anna B. Kreft

Suzanne Lareau

Louise Lewis

Kathryn Ling

Mary Beth Lohman

Bernice Lopata

Kiki Louya

Janice Lovchuk

Michelle Lund

Aaron Lupovitch

Irene Lynn

Jamie Lyons-Eddy

Diane Malik

Audrey Malik-Moon

Mariah Mallett

Sandy and Mark Mals

Holly Markiecki-Bennetts

Diane Mattiello

Nadine Maynard

Kathleen B. McCann

Amanda McGregor

Nicole Meunier

Patricia Miller

Rita Moraniec

John Morris

Joseph A. Mulcrone

Mary Ellen Mulcrone

Sr. Maureen Mulcrone, RSM

Debora Murray

Elizabetha Nastovski

Judith Nechal

Beth Newberg

Barbara Niemiec 

Liza Nuernberg

Julie Nye

Charlene O’Neill

Mary O’Shaughnessey

Juliette A. Okotie-Eboh

David Parr

Vicky Patterson

Francine Pegues

John Pesta

Sharon Pfeuffer

Sr. Cheryl Phillips, RSM

Janette Phillips

Jared Plasky

Rosanne Plasky

Sr. Margaret Platte, RSM

Glenda D. Price

Ruth A. Remus

Colette Rizik

Rick Robinson

Diane Rondeau

Mary Rouleau

Tricia Ruby

Marcia Ruff

Kathleen Ryan

Anne Sabourin

Peter Salamon

Jennifer Salazar

Mercy Sammy

Mike Sbrocca

Robin Schorn

Gina Schrader

Carolyn Shalhoub

Patricia Shelton

Beth-Ann Shepley

David Spivey

Denise A. Starr

Heather Storey

Marcia Stroko

Mary Jo Sullivan

Thomas J. Sutherland

Sandra Tatum

Laurie Tennent

Renee E. Therrien

John Thomson

Rosemary Tinetti

Jon Uffelman

S
p

o
ns

o
rs

S
up

p
o

rt
er

s Michelle Vignola

Lisa Vismara

Pina Vyas

Raymond J. Wall

LuAnn Warren

Sandy Watson

Ryan M. Weldon

Sr. Linda Werthman, RSM

Brandi Whack

Marina Williams

Sara Wold

Mary Wolking

Norene Yuskowatz

Tara Zanotti

Jacqueline Zeff

Eric Zhang

Sr. Barbara Zimmer, RSM

Sr. M. Joel Zobro, RSM
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TRIBUTE GIFTS
GIFTS WERE MADE IN HONOR OF THESE JUBILARIANS:

GIFTS WERE MADE IN MEMORY OF:

AND IN HONOR OF:

Sister Elizabeth Mary Burns, RSM (75 years)

Sister Mary Louise Yurik, RSM (60 years)

Sister Lois Burroughs, RSM (75 years)

Sister Bernadette M. Frank, RSM (70 years)

Sister Mary Eloise Hirlemann, RSM (60 years)

Antoinette Bell

Sister Theresa Blaquiere, RSM

Vanessa Laco Chambers

Joe Ciolino

Tina Dalby

Dorothy D’Arcy

Lawrence  & Anita Frank

Deborah Gasser

Amy Amador

Sister Mary Ellen Brennan, RSM

Anne Burke

Joan M. Colladay

Kathy Cowall

Rachelle Harper

Janet R. Calcaterra

Monica Kostielney

Sister Nancy Jones, RSM (60 years)

Sister Karen M. Donahue, RSM (60 years)

Sister Marian Schultz, RSM (60 years)

Sister Sally Smolen ,RSM (60 years)

Sister Augusta Stratz, RSM (70 years)

Tom Henderson

Sister Canice Johnson, RSM

Father Gordon Judd

Sister Mary Camille Kelley, RSM	

Sister Rita M. Ruetz, RSM

Justin Schaefer

Jo Sullivan

Jennifer Kreft

Celeste R. Mulcrone

Sister Maureen Mulcrone, RSM

Theresa Pelky

Jean Schuler

Paulita Walters

Sister Charlotte Young, RSM

Jacqueline Zeff

The Lasting Legacy of Catherine McAuley 
and the Sisters of Mercy 

Catherine McAuley was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1778. In 1824 she used her 
inheritance from an Irish couple she had served for twenty years to build a large 
House of Mercy where she and other compassionate women would shelter, care for, 
and educate homeless women and children. As the House was being built, Catherine 
studied current educational methods in preparation for her new endeavour. During the 
feast of Our Lady of Mercy on September 24, 1827, the House opened and Catherine 
McAuley, with two companions, undertook its management.

In 1828 the archbishop asked Catherine to choose some name by which the little 
community might be known, and she chose that of “Sisters of Mercy,” with the 
intention of making the works of mercy the distinctive feature of the institute.

Adapted from: “Our History” - Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
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Board of  
Directors

David Spivey        
President and Chairperson	 
St. Mary Mercy Hospital

Sharon Pfeuffer	             
Vice President		   
DTE Energy 			 
(2021)

Douglas Bohrer	             
Treasurer			 
Plante Moran

Toni Hubbard	             
Secretary 			 
Trinity Health (retired)

Dr. Orletta Caldwell		  Career Readiness & Workforce Development Coordinator

Julie Gillikin			   Development Data Coordinator

Angela Hamlar			   Girls’ Program Administrator  

Revelle Kiss			   Computer Lab & Online Programming Coordinator 

Mary Beth Lohman		  Academic Coordinator

Mark C. Mals	 		  Executive Director

Mary Kate McNally		  Girls’ Program Coordinator

Jeanette McNealy 		  Administrative Assistant

Nicole Meunier	 		  Director of Development 

Jazmin Ortega-Lopez		  Girls’ Program Assistant, Work-Study

Jared Plasky 	 		  Operations & Human Resources Manager

Rosanne Plasky, M.Ed.		  Director of Educational Services

Angela Walters	 		  Events & Community Relations Coordinator 

LuAnn Warren	 		  Finance Manager

Ethel Dixon, Greg Moore, Bill Pfeuffer, Mary Rouleau, Mark Weisenthal, Dr. Jackie Zeff, Sr. Barbara Zimmer

How To Engage with Us:
 
INDIVIDUAL 

Become a tutor to a student in grades 2–12 in Math or Language Arts

Become a mentor to a middle or high school student

Participate in a video for our MEP Career Library

Host a College and Career Readiness (CCR) Speaker Series Session

Hold a Facebook fundraiser for MEP

Donate through In-Kind drives, Amazon Smile, Kroger Rewards

Shop our Amazon Wishlist

GROUP OR WORKPLACE

Host your own 3rd Party fundraiser 

Adopt MEP as your “charity of the year”

Explore Company Matching at www.mercyed.net/matching

 
Visit our website’s “Get Involved” tab or reach out to volunteer@mercyed.net to get started!

Instructors

MEP Team

Cheryl Adams Davis		
Strategic Staffing Solutions 	
(2020)

Hanan Fadlallah, Ph.D.   	  
Henry Ford College	

Mary Ellen Howard, RSM		
Cabrini Clinic (retired)

Debora Murray			 
Henry Ford Health System 		
(2021)

Sandra Tatum			 
United Road

Ryan Weldon			 
PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC)


