
2023 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 

BRAIN INJURY NETWORK 
SYMPOSIUM
Thursday, April 27

7:15 a.m. — Registration/Login
7:55 a.m.-3:55 p.m. — Symposium

Brought to you by:

Hybrid: Virtual & Limited In-Person Seating  
Prince Conference Center at Calvin University 

1800 East Beltline Ave. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546



Overview
The goal of clinicians who work with traumatic brain 

injury patients is to help them live and function as 

independently as possible. The 38th annual WMBIN 

symposium brings together experts in the field to 

discuss key topics in TBI rehabilitation, including:

- Education on rehabilitation challenges and 
ethical considerations 

- Mood and behavioral disorders following TBI

- Approaches to managing individuals with 
hemineglect

- Benefits of neurologic music therapy

- Psychological interventions in TBI patients with 
chronic pain

Faculty 
Thiera D. Clifford, PhD, psychology fellow, VA Ann Arbor 
Healthcare System
Elizabeth A. Imbesi, PhD, ABPP, board certified clinical health 
psychologist, chief of integrated care, VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System, clinical assistant professor, University of Michigan Ann Arbor 
Department of Psychiatry
Adam Lamm, MD, MA, physiatrist, associate program director PM&R 
Residency Program, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital 
Sylvia Malcore, PhD, ABPP, board certified clinical health psychologist, 
visiting faculty, Grand Valley State University
Nicole Mazwi, M.D., associate professor, Department of Rehabilitation 
Medicine, director, Stroke Rehabilitation, UW Medicine
Ginger R. Polich, M.D., physiatrist, Instructor, PM&R, Massachusetts 
General Hospital
Edward A. Roth, PhD, MT-BC, director and professor, music therapy, 
adjunct clinical professor, Department of Medical Education: 
Homer Stryker School of Medicine, director, Brain Research and 
Interdisciplinary Neurosciences (BRAIN) Lab

Committee Members
Hope Network Neuro Rehabilitation:
• Sharon Verheek, MS, CCC-SLP, CBIS, speech-language pathologist, 

team leader – speech and recreational therapy
• Martin J. Waalkes, Ph.D., ABPP, CBIST, director of Neuro Rehabilitation 
• Rebecca Freeland, RN, admission manager, Neuro Rehabilitation 

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital:
• Lauren Anderson, BHA, program coordinator, Interprofessional 

Education
• Adam Lamm, MD, MA, physiatrist, associate program director, PM&R 

Residency Program
• Bonita Pawloski MEd, RT(R)(T), (ARRT), program administrator, 

Interprofessional Education
• Jeannette Pollatz, DNP, MSN, BSN, BS, RN, director, Interprofessional 

Education

Spectrum Health
• Kelly Blanchard, OTR/L, occupational therapist, rehab educator 
• Aashish Deshpande, M.D., FAAPMR, division chief, PM&R Spectrum 

Health Medical Group 
• Jami Robinson, RN, case manger 

Emeritus Member 
•  Robert Kreitch, M.D.

Jointly Provided Symposium Collaborators
The WMBIN symposium is a jointly provided educational activity 
with Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital, Hope Network Neuro 
Rehabilitation, and Spectrum Health. Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation 
Hospital maintains responsibility for this program, its continuing 
education content and awarding of continuing education credits.  

The network provides comprehensive, coordinated rehabilitation 
services to people with brain injuries. These three organizations, each 
highly experienced in brain injury rehabilitation, have differentiated 
areas of specialty and together are capable of serving people with 
brain injuries at any stage in their recovery process. One of the 
network’s purposes is to assist with the continuing education of 
professionals working with people who have sustained brain injuries. 
The objective of the annual symposium is to provide in-depth 
knowledge of best practices, research and ideas shaping the delivery 
of brain injury rehabilitation services.

Agenda

7:15 a.m.   Registration/Login 

7:55 a.m.  Welcome and Opening Remarks

8 - 9:15 a.m.   Adam Lamm, M.D., MA   

Topic: Ethics in Brain Injury

9:15 - 9:35 a.m. Break 

9:35 - 11:05 a.m.   Ginger Polich, M.D.   

Topic: Mood and Behavioral 

Disorders Following TBI

11:05 - 11:25 a.m.  Break

11:25 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. Nicole Mazwi, M.D. 

 Topic: Rehabilitation Challenges and   

 Approaches to Managing Individuals 

 with Hemineglect 

12:25 - 1:30 p.m.  Lunch

1:30 - 2:30 p.m. Sylvia A. Malcore, PhD, ABPP 

 Elizabeth A. Imbesi, PhD, ABPP 

 Thiera D. Clifford, PhD 

 Topic: Psychological Interventions in 

 TBI Patients with Chronic Pain

2:30 - 2:40 p.m.  Break

2:40 - 3:55 p.m.  Edward Roth, PhD, MT-BC   

Topic: Neurologic Music Therapy 

3:55 p.m.   Closing Remarks/Evaluation/

Adjournment

Target Audience
Physicians, psychologists, case managers, nurses, nurse 

practitioners, occupational therapists, physical therapists, 

rehab program administrators, social workers, speech-

language pathologists, audiologists, therapeutic recreation 

specialists, residents, students, brain injury survivors and 

family members

Outcomes
Attendees will be able to describe ethical considerations in 

traumatic brain injury and mood and behavioral disorders 

following TBI. They will be able to explain rehabilitation 

challenges and approaches to managing individuals 

with hemineglect. Attendees will be able to discuss 

psychological interventions in TBI patients with chronic 

pain and using neurologic music therapy with TBI patients. 

Disclosures 
Planning Committee 
None of the planners for this educational activity have relevant 
financial relationship(s) to disclose with ineligible companies whose 
primary business is producing, marketing, selling, re-selling, or 
distributing healthcare products used by or on patients.

Speakers 

Thiera D. Clifford, PhD
Financial – Employed as psychology fellow, VA Ann Arbor Healthcare 
System; receives salary; has no relevant financial relationship(s) with 
ineligible companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Elizabeth A. Imbesi, PhD, ABPP
Financial – Employed as board certified clinical health psychologist, 
Chief of Integrated Care, VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, Clinical 
Assistant Professor, University of Michigan Ann Arbor Department of 
Psychiatry; receives salary; has no relevant financial relationship(s) with 
ineligible companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Adam Lamm, MD, MA
Financial – Employed as physiatrist, Associate Program Director 
PM&R Residency Program, Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital; 
receives salary; has no relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible 
companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Sylvia Malcore, PhD, ABPP 
Financial – Employed as board certified clinical health psychologist, 
Visiting Faculty, Grand Valley State University; receives salary; has no 
relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Nicole Mazwi, MD
Financial – Employed as associate professor, Department of 
Rehabilitation Medicine, director, Stroke Rehabilitation, UW Medicine: 
receives salary; has no relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible 
companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Ginger R. Polich, MD
Financial – Employed as physiatrist, instructor, Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation, Massachusetts General Hospital; receives salary; has no 
relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.

Edward A. Roth, PhD, MT-BC, 
Financial – Employed as music therapy director and professor, adjunct 
clinical professor, Department of Medical Education: Homer Stryker 
School of Medicine, director, Brain Research and Interdisciplinary 
Neurosciences (BRAIN) Lab, Western Michigan University; receives 
salary; has no relevant financial relationship(s) with ineligible 
companies to disclose.

Non-financial – No relevant nonfinancial relationship exists.



Continuing Professional Education
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital is accredited by Michigan State 
Medical Society to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital designates this live educational 
activity for a maximum of 6.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. 
Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of 
their participation in the activity.

Mary Free Bed is approved as a provider of nursing continuing 
professional development by the Wisconsin Nurses Association, an 
accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.

This continuing education program has been submitted for 6.0 clock 
hours as recognized by the Michigan Social Work Continuing Education 
Collaborative.

This program has been submitted to The Commission for Case Manager 
Certification for approval to provide board certified case managers with 
6.0 clock hour(s).

This activity has been submitted for 6.0 
CEU’s through participation in this continuing 
education program as recognized by the 
American Physical Therapy Association for 
physical therapy education in Michigan.

Mary Free Bed is an AOTA Approved 
Provider of professional development. 
PD activity approval ID# 11133. This 
Live course is offered at 6.0 CEUs, 

Intermediate level, Professional Issues and Foundational Knowledge 
categories. AOTA does not endorse specific course content, products, or 
clinical procedures. 

Course Completion Requirements 
To obtain continuing education credit for this learning activity, you 
must register, login, attend the full session via Zoom or in person and 
complete the course evaluation/assessment by May 11, 2023 at 11:59 p.m., 
as required by the accrediting body or approved provider organization. 
For questions, email MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com. The 
number of continuing education credits/units awarded will be based on 
the hours attended and requirements of the specific accreditation body.

Dress Code
Business casual. The conference room temperature can fluctuate; it’s 
recommended you bring a sweater or jacket.

Symposium Fees 
Spectrum Health, Hope Network and Mary Free Bed 
Professionals/Network ............................................................................... $175 
Email MFB Education Academy for 10% virtual attendance discount.

Professional Staff (outside of Spectrum Health, Hope Network 
and Mary Free Bed/Network) .................................................................. $200 
10% virtual attendance discount with coupon code 23wmbinva.

Group Discount (3+ outside of Spectrum Health, Hope Network 
and Mary Free Bed/Network) .................................................................. $175*

Residents/Students (See Registration Process) ................................ $75* 

Survivors and Family Members (No CEs available) ......................... $50*

*No discount for virtual attendance.

Registration Process
Residents/Students should register by emailing  
MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com.

All other attendees must register online. Copy and paste the URL and 
use Google Chrome, Firefox or Safari (not Internet Explorer). 
https://educationacademy.maryfreebed.com

Payment Options
Credit Card: Visa or MasterCard 

Check*: Attendee must complete the online registration and indicate 
payment as “check.”  
Make checks payable to: Mary Free Bed Fund/WMBIN ’23

Mail check to: 
Mary Free Bed Rehabilitation Hospital     
Attn: Medical Education 
235 Wealthy St. SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503-5247    

*A service fee of $35 will be assessed for all checks returned for 
insufficient funds or for charges made to closed accounts. 

Registration Confirmation
You will receive immediate confirmation via email. If you don’t receive a 
confirmation, email MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com.

Refund Policy
If you cancel, your registration fee, less a $75 service charge, is 
refundable if written notice of cancellation is received at least 30 days 
prior to the conference or symposium date.  No refunds will be issued 
for cancelations received after this date or for non-attendance. Send 
refund requests to MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com. 

Cancelation or Replacement of Speaker
In the event of an activity cancelation, the liability of Mary Free Bed 
Rehabilitation Hospital will be limited to a full or partial refund of 
registration fees. Mary Free Bed reserves the right to substitute an 
equally qualified speaker.

Complaints/Unsatisfactory Service
Email the education program administrator within one week of the 
activity at MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com. For additional 
information regarding Mary Free Bed Education Academy policies, visit 
educationacademy.maryfreebed.com. Click on the Education Academy 
Policies link at the bottom of the page. 

Non-discrimination/Accommodations

Mary Free Bed Education Academy does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, military 
status, sexual orientation or age. Mary Free Bed Education Academy 
is committed to accessibility and non-discrimination in all aspects 
of its continuing education activities. Participants who have special 
needs are encouraged to contact us so that all reasonable efforts 
to accommodate these needs can be made. If you require special 
arrangements to fully participate in this activity, please email 
MFBEducationAcademy@maryfreebed.com within one week prior to 
the activity. 
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Intermediate Level
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