
REFLECT

TOM HOLLAND

 ● In this interview with Nicky Gumbel, historian, broadcaster and co-presenter of The Rest is History 
podcast, Tom Holland reflects on the impact Christianity has made on history.

 ● Tom emphasises the uniqueness of Christianity, particularly the crucifixion and resurrection, which he 
argues radically changed historical perceptions of power and victimhood. 

 ● He discusses how early Christian writers, including Paul, grappled with the crucifixion’s implications, 
viewing it as both a stumbling block and a profound revelation. 

 ● Tom highlights that Christianity’s moral and cultural influence persists, evident in secular ideologies like 
atheism, which Tom argues are rooted in Christian thought.

 ● He encourages believers and churches to embrace and emphasise the uniqueness of the Christian faith, 
particularly the supernatural and biblical stories, to maintain distinctiveness in a secular world that has 
adopted much of the change that Christianity brought.

 ● Tom stresses the importance of biblical literacy among younger generations. 

 ● What are your thoughts on the idea that Christianity fundamentally changed historical perceptions of 
power and victimhood? 

 ● In what ways do you see Christian moral and cultural influences in contemporary secular ideologies? 

 ● How do you think Christianity can maintain its distinctiveness in today’s world? 

 ● How can the church effectively communicate the uniqueness of Christianity and the compelling power 
of the stories in scripture to a modern audience?

 ● What strategies can be employed to improve biblical literacy among younger generations?
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