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Church family, 

On Sunday, June 7, 2020, those who are ready will have the opportunity to begin re-gathering gracefully for 

worship at 10:00am in the CSBC building (please make note of the time!). 

The emphasis as we regather is on “gracefully.” Be aware that there have been a slew of unclear “suggestions,” 

“guidance,” and “mandates” issued by the government. Discerning exactly how they apply to churches in 

general, or our situation in particular, is disputable. Moreover, there are a host of personal opinions surrounding 

when and how it is safe for us to regather. With this in mind, let us begin regathering gracefully - full of grace 

for one another’s needs and opinions. 

From now on, ALL of our Sunday morning worship gatherings will be live-streamed on our church 

YouTube Channel at www.youtube.com/csbccamden. So, as we regather please strongly consider staying at 

home and participating via our service live-stream: 

• If you are a vulnerable individual, defined as age 60 years and older or a person of any age with an 

underlying medical condition (such as chronic lung disease; serious heart conditions; immunocompromised; 
severe obesity; diabetes; chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis; liver disease). 

• If you do not feel well (fever or chills, cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body 
aches, headache, loss of taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea) or if 

you have arrived in or returned to the state within the last 14 days. 

What to expect when you arrive this Sunday morning, June 7th: 

• Face-coverings. Governor Mill’s Executive Order issued May 29, 2020 (55 FY 19/20) mandates, 

“…cloth face coverings shall be worn at large gatherings, including those held outside. Each place of business 
accessible to the public shall… post readily visible signs notifying customers of the requirement to wear cloth face 
coverings in that setting.” While we will not be policing this, or any other government mandate, such 

notices will be posted and we will have disposable face coverings available at the door for any who need 

them. 

• For the summer our Sunday morning worship gathering (both physical and live-stream) will begin at 

10:00am. 

• There will be no nursery, children’s church, or children’s Sunday school in the building for the 

summer. Children’s Sunday school rooms and nursery should be considered closed other than the 

nursery being available for parents to change a baby’s diapers. Parents are encouraged to consider 

bringing coloring or other activities for their children during the service. 

• The choir will not be singing until the fall. 

• When we gather, we will be singing as a congregation, however at this time we will do so while wearing 

face-coverings. 
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• In order to control traffic and accurately keep count of the number of persons in the building, entry and 

exit to the building will be restricted to the front doors of the building. If you park in the lot behind the 

building, we ask you to walk up the unpaved driveway and use the front doors for access. 

• As no specific guidance has been offered for church buildings, we will follow the guidelines offered to 

restaurants on May 8, 2020, “The total number of people any one time should be no more than 50 people per 
room…” We will have two rooms, each hosting fewer than 50 persons - one upstairs and one live-stream 

in the Fellowship Hall downstairs. Persons will be asked to choose one or the other and switching will 

be discouraged. 

• At the entry way there will be masks available for those who do not have a face-covering. Hand sanitizer 

will be available throughout the facility. Frequent hand washing is encouraged. 

• When waiting to enter the building, please practice social distancing – maintaining a 6ft distance 

between family groups at all times. 

• Please observe markings on the pews - every other pew will be taped off and individuals or family 

groups will be seated on the ends of the pews with 6ft of space between them. Individuals or family 

groups seated at the downstairs tables will be asked to maintain social distancing as they choose a seat. 

• When welcoming others, avoid physical greetings and instead greet one another verbally. 

• The offering plates will not be passed but boxes near the exit doors will be available where offering and 

tithe checks can be deposited. Online giving will continue and is encouraged 

www.chestnutstreetbaptist.org/giving 

• All song lyrics and Scripture verses will be displayed by the projector up front, meaning it will be 

unnecessary to handle hymnals or pew Bibles. 

• We will celebrate communion together on Sunday, June 7th. The person(s) preparing the elements will 

be wearing a mask and gloves. The both the bread and the juice will be served in individual communion 

cups to prevent accidental cross contamination. The plates will not be passed, but instead carried person-

to-person by the Elder or Deacon who is serving. 

• At the end of the service, starting at the back people will be dismissed row-by-row. Please make your 

way out of the building and visit with each other outdoors away from the front steps and walkway (as to 

not cause congestion). 

• All frequently touched surfaces such as pew backs, railings, doorknobs, microphones, etc. have been and 

will continue to be sanitized. 

As this is a dynamic situation, we will work to keep you all appraised of updates to the plan as we continue our 

regathering over the next several weeks. 

We recognize and want to affirm that not everyone is ready to regather with a large group or in the church 

building yet. However, we want to encourage everyone to consider how you might engage in community, even 

if not yet in the large gathering. Maybe invite another couple or another family over to watch the live-stream 

with you. As you watch the live-stream together, celebrate communion with us from your home and discuss the 

sermon afterward. Everyone will return to the large group gathering in their own time and own way, but we 

encourage you to always seek community. 

Continue to pray for our regathering as a church family and our reopening as a state. Extend grace to your 

brothers and sisters and show God’s love to our larger community. Do all things – even this regathering - not 

for yourself, but for the glory of Jesus Christ. And know that you are loved dearly. We will see you soon. 

 

The leadership of CSBC 


