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For Immediate Release 
 

City of Heath Delays Opening Of Heath City Water Park 
 
 
From the desk of Heath Mayor Mark Johns: 
 
As all of us continue to navigate through these unprecedented times, the operations of your City 
of Heath government continue to modify and adjust based on recommendations and guidelines 
provided from state and county agencies. One of the many services provided to our community, 
and beyond, each year is the Heath City Water Park. 
 
During the summer, guests of the water park come not only from Heath and other parts of 
Licking County, but the counties that surround us. The great water park features, friendly 
atmosphere, and a chance to gather together frequently to have fun with family and friends is a 
summer tradition in our area. However, during this time, as we all work together to help “Flatten 
The Curve” of the CONVID-19 outbreak, it is large gatherings of people that we are avoiding. 
This includes avoiding the steps needed to hire, train, and prepare the management and staff of 
the Heath City Water Park. 
 
It takes at least one month to complete the process of getting water park personnel ready to 
open the facility. Many of the things done to get the personnel ready are done in groups, such 
as life guard classes, concession stand training, and others. Restrictions in place at this time 
have made it impossible for these processes to begin. Because of this, and other aspects 
related to the response to COVID-19, the City of Heath will not be opening the Heath City Water 
Park on the originally-scheduled date of May 30, 2020. 
 
At this time, I am waiting for further guidance and recommendations from state and county 
agencies as to whether or not we will be able to open the Heath City Water Park at any point 
this summer. Currently, we are targeting a July 1, 2020 opening date, because that is the 
earliest possible date I can envision pool management being able to hire staff, have them 
trained, and get the facility ready to open. There certainly is a chance that we will not be able to 
open at all this summer, given that our hiring of so many area high school kids to staff the water 
park requires us to close the park in mid-August prior to the school year beginning. 
 
With all of this in mind, new pool memberships for the summer season are not being accepted 
at this time. If we do open on July 1, those who already have purchased memberships for this 
season will be refunded a prorated amount of 40% the price they paid. If the decision is made 
later to stay closed for entire summer, they will be refunded the entire amount they have paid. 



It saddens me to have to announce this decision, as I know how fun it is to go to the Heath City 
Water Park, and how many people look forward to it every summer. But I am convinced that 
with the restrictions currently in place in Ohio, along with understanding the logistics of what is 
required to get the water park ready to open, a delay in opening is the right thing to do. Any and 
all future guidance and recommendations from state and county agencies regarding facilities 
such as ours will be monitored, and future decisions will be made based on them. 
 
 
Mark D. Johns 
Mayor – City of Heath 
 
 
 

### 


