
 

The Alice Network 

(Questions) 

 

1. Female friendship is a constant theme in The Alice Network. Charlie St. Clair and               
Eve Gardiner begin as antagonists. Eve and Louise de Bettignies (Lili) are friends             
from the start. How do friendships grow and change over the course of events? 

2. Young Eve in 1915 is very different from older Eve seen through Charlie’s eyes               
in 1947. How and when did young Eve change into her older self? What was the                
catalyst of those changes? 

3. Lili tells Eve “to tell the truth much of this work we do is quite boring.” Did the                   
realities of spy work surprise you, compared to the more glamorous version            
presented by Hollywood? How do you think you would have fared, working for             
the historical Alice Network?  

4. Rene Bordelon is denigrated by his peers as a war profiteer and informer. He is                
a practical businessman, pointing out he has no blame for making money off the              
invaders or for tragedies like Oradour-sur-Glane by German orders. Did you see            
him as a villain or opportunist? 

5. Eve loves Capt. Cameron and hates Rene Bordelon. Her relationship with Rene             
is longer, darker, and emotional. How is her hatred of him complicated by             
intimacy? When he realizes Eve’s true identity how does it change him? How did              
feelings change during the 30-year separation? Did it affect their eventual climax? 

6. Finn Kilgore and Capt. Cameron are parallels: both scotsmen and soldiers with             
war wounds and prison terms in their pasts. They are support systems for the              
women they love who go into danger. How are the men different and alike? Does               
Finn succeed where Cameron fails? 

7. Rose’s disappearance provides the story’s driving search. Did her eventual fate            
surprise you? Did you ever hear of Oradeurs-sur-Glane? Did Rose’s fate change            
the goal of the search? 

 



 

8. Charlie dreads the stigma of being “a bad girl” pregnant out of wedlock. Eve               
feels shame and dismissal as a horizontale if it is learned she slept for information.               
Discuss sexual standards each woman faced. Have our sexual standards for           
women changed since 1915 and 1947? 

9. Charlie decides to keep her baby, and Eve decides to have an abortion. Why did                
each woman decide to make the choice that she did? 

10. Charlie argues that Rene should be brought to legal justice, and Eve argues for               
vigilante justice. Who do you think is right? How did it affect the ending? How do                
you think the outcome will bind Eve and Charlie and Finn in the future since they                
cannot share their adventure with anyone else? 
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The Alice Network 

(About the Author) 

 

Kate Quinn was born in May 9, 1975 

She was born in Southern California 

Earned a BA and MA in Classical Voice at Boston University 

She currently lives in Maryland 

Kate Quinn’s genre is historical fiction. Several of her novels are set in ancient              
Rome and are known as the Empress of Rome Saga. Her series The Borgia              
Chronicles are set in the Italian Renaissance. Her newest novels The Alice Network             
(2017) and The Huntress (2019) are set in the early twentieth century and relate              
the history of the two world wars.  

She joined a group of authors in a collaborative series named Songs of Blood and               
Gold. The three books are now collected into a single volume. They span the era               
when Ancient Greece moves into the Roman Empire. 

Quinn has always loved history and writes on her website: “Too often we grow up               
thinking that history is boring, dull, nothing but flat lists of dates and places. In my                
books I hope to show the life, the laughter and the humanity that runs through               
our common past.” 

Today she lives in Maryland with her husband and two dogs. She still loves opera,               
action movies, cooking and baseball. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11023-alice-network-quinn?start=3 

https://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/fiction/11023-alice-network-quinn?start=3


 

The Alice Network 

(Reviews) 

 

In The Alice Network, the lives of two indomitable women intertwine in a plot 
crackling with suspense. We root for Charlie and Eve and cheer when they 
triumph.  

NPR.org  

Allowing Charlie to describe present events, while Eve shares her experience as an 
English spy for the real-life Alice Network during World War I. (This) creates a 
fascinating tension that intensifies as the finale approaches. ..A compelling blend 
of historical fiction, mystery and women’s fiction. 

Stacey Hayman, Rocky River P.L.,Ohio  

Lovingly crafted and brimming with details, readers are sure to be held in Quinn’s 
grip watching as the characters evolve. Powerful reading you can’t put down! 

Romantic Times 

(Starred review.) Allowing Charlie to describe present events, while Eve shares her 
experience as an English spy for the real-life Alice Network during World War I, 
creates a fascinating tension that intensifies as the finale approaches.… A 
compelling blend of historical fiction, mystery, and women's fiction. —Stacey 
Hayman, Rocky River P.L., OH 

Library Journal 

Kate Quinn announces herself as one of the best artists of the genre. The plotting 
is seamless, the pace breathtaking, and the prose is both vivid and laced with just 
the right amount of details. Fans of historical fiction, spy fiction and thrilling 
drama will love every moment. 

BookPage 
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The Alice Network 

(Enhancement) 

 

The Alice Network by Kate Quinn is an award winning novel published in 2017. It is 
the 2017 Girly Book Club Book of the Year, a Reese Witherspoon's Book Club pick, 
and a New York Times and USA Today best seller.  

In The Alice Network  Kate Quinn’s character, Lili is based on Louise de 
Bettignies,"Queen of Spies", was one of the main characters who was actually a 
part of the French resistance in World War I. Louise was in France when war 
broke out, and on a visit to England soon afterward she was recruited by British 
intelligence, who were not slow to notice her quick wits and her fluency in French, 
German, and English. Louise returned to northern 
France, now occupied by the Germans, and quickly 
set up a network of sources throughout the 
region: men, women, and even children who 
would collect information on the enemy, 
everything from troop numbers to train schedules 
to artillery placements. Louise, on the move 
constantly through the region, compiled her 
sources’ information into reports which she 
passed back to England. The Alice Network 
actually existed, and was among the most 
successful rings of Allied spies.The network was 
called the Alice Network because Louise’s code 
name was Alice. 
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