
COVID-19 VACCINATION AND 
PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN

This fact sheet presents information about 
COVID-19 vaccination rates and attitudes 
towards the COVID-19 vaccine among parents 
of young children in the US.

In our national survey, we ask parents 

about whether they have gotten the 

COVID-19 vaccine. Data suggest that 

vaccine rates are increasing among 

parents of young children and are 

higher than rates among the general 

US population aged 18 and over. 

In addition, parents are generally 

receptive to the idea of getting their 

children vaccinated when it becomes 

possible to do so. However, the patterns 

are different in some subgroups.

OCTOBER 2021

Parents of young 

children show high 

COVID-19 vaccination 

rates and are 

open to getting 

their children 

vaccinated when 

it becomes available; 

socioeconomic 

and racial/ethnic 

differences are 

also present.
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VACCINATION RATE AMONG PARENTS OF YOUNG 
CHILDREN IS HIGHER THAN NATIONAL AVERAGE

The vaccination rate among 

parents of young children has 

been significantly higher than 

the US national average among 

18–64 year olds.* In addition, 

between mid-February and mid-May, 

the vaccination rate among parents 

grew at a significantly faster rate 

than the national average. After 

mid-May, the vaccination rate for 

households with young children 

has remained stable.

PARENTS’ PLANS TO GET THEIR YOUNG 
CHILDREN VACCINATED

The percentage of parents planning 

to get their young children vaccinated 

also steadily increased between 

November 2020 and mid-March 

and has remained stable since. 

By early July, 62% of parents said 

they were somewhat or very likely 

to have their children receive 

the COVID-19 vaccine as soon 

as it’s available.

*
The percentage of people 

who have received at 

least one dose of the 

COVID-19 vaccine.
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“Both myself and my 

spouse are either fully 

or partially vaccinated 

with the intent to 

be fully vaccinated. 

The same is true 

for our siblings and 

parents. We believe 

in the safety and 

effectiveness of the 

vaccine as a vital 

tool to combating 

COVID-19 and ending 

the pandemic.”

Parent from Minnesota

“I believe the 

numerous scientists 

who have been 

candid about both 

the vaccine’s efficacy 

and its safety relative 

to its newness, and 

I have received both 

doses of the Pfizer 

vaccine at this point.”

Parent from Maine

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/
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VACCINATION RATES AMONG PARENTS VARY 
ACROSS CURRENT INCOME LEVELS

 — For parents of young children who 

reported being at or below 200% 

Federal Poverty Level (FPL), the 

vaccination rate aligned with the 

national average (of the population 

aged 18–64 years old) between 

early February and early July.

 — Parents of young children in the 

higher (above 200% FPL) income 

group consistently had higher 

vaccination rates than the US 

average. In early July, over four out 

of five parents in the higher-income 

groups had been vaccinated.

 — Across the entire period between 

early February and early July, the two 

income groups’ vaccination rates 

have been significantly different.
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“I am getting the 

vaccine. I think it’s 

better for everyone 

if we work on getting 

it to strengthen 

immunity. I think it’s 

safe, and any amount 

of effectiveness 

is good.”

Parent from Utah

“It seems that the 

Pfizer and Moderna 

vaccines have been 

well developed, well 

researched, and are 

resulting in a vast 

majority of healthy, 

positive outcomes. 

The side effects that 

the majority of people 

complain of seem to 

be uncomfortable, but 

temporary. I am trying 

to get the vaccine 

myself. If a vaccine 

becomes available for 

children, my children 

will get it.”

Parent from Oregon

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

July 2021June 2021May 2021April 2021March 2021February 2021

Below 200% FPL Above 200% FPL National vaccination rate among 18–64 year olds

Trend of parents’ vaccination rate, by poverty level



COVID-19 VACCINATION / OCTOBER 2021 4

THE LIKELIHOOD OF PARENTS GETTING THEIR 
YOUNG CHILDREN VACCINATED ALSO VARIES 
BY CURRENT INCOME LEVEL

 — In July 2021 survey data, 

53% of parents in the lower-income 

(at or below 200% FPL) group and 

71% of parents in the higher-income 

(above 200% FPL) group indicated 

that they were likely to have their 

children receive the vaccine as 

soon as it’s available.

 — Between November 2020 

and July 2021, the likelihood 

of getting children vaccinated 

has been consistently and 

significantly higher among 

higher-income groups.

GROUP DIFFERENCES IN TERMS 
OF INCOME LEVELS

To understand why there were group 

differences in terms of income levels, 

we analyzed parents’ responses to the 

open-ended question, “How do you feel 

about the COVID-19 vaccine in terms 

of its safety and effectiveness, and 

what are your plans in terms of whether 

or not to get it?” We used text analysis 

to extract the main topics from parents’ 

answers and looked at the frequency 

“I wasn’t going to get 

it at first because of 

how new it is but in 

the end I decided to 

be a good citizen and 

just get it done. I also 

work in healthcare 

and want to lower 

the risk of exposure 

for my parents and 

my children.”

Parent from California

“I am interested in 

getting the vaccine 

for myself as an 

adult and would 

need to know more 

information about 

the vaccine trials for 

young children before 

having my young child 

vaccinated.”

Parent from Oregon
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of those themes in responses from 

the two income-level groups.

 — Lower-income parents were more 

likely to show distrust and other 

negative attitudes towards the 

COVID-19 vaccine. For example, one 

parent said, “There are definitely 

not enough safety tests, because 

there’s no way they know the long 

term effects.”

 — In contrast, higher-income 

families were more likely to trust 

the vaccine and express positive 

attitudes towards it. For example, 

one parent said, “The more I see 

people I know get it without too 

much consequence, the safer 

I feel it is.”

Greater distrust of the vaccine and 

lower vaccination rates among lower-

income parents relative to the other 

parents in our sample may be due 

to in part to historical and persistent 

barriers to accessing quality health 

care and health information.

Benefits outweigh harm

Safe and effective

Believe it / have been fully vaccinated

Have received the frist / second dose

Will get as soon as possible

Trust science

Have received the vaccine

Get for children once approved

Feel good about the vaccine

Safer than getting COVID

Will get it for travel or work

Worry about adverse effects

Risk of getting sick

Concern about long-term effects

Plan to get vaccinated eventually

Unsure

Not getting vaccine

Don't trust it

Below 200% FPLAbove 200% FPL

Greater frequency

Greater frequency

Most common themes in parents’ attitudes towards COVID-19 vaccine among low- and high-income groups

“I received the second 

dose yesterday. 

I don’t know how 

effective it is, because 

the experts claim to 

not know exactly how 

it will work. I took it 

as a precaution, and 

I hope that it really 

does work.”

Parent from Louisiana

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29323941/
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DIFFERENCES IN VACCINATION RATES AND 
ATTITUDES BASED ON RACE AND ETHNICITY

We also observed differences in 

vaccination rates and attitudes based 

on race and ethnicity. White and Latinx 

parents in our survey have significantly 

higher vaccination rates than the 

national average for adults age 18–65. 

In contrast, vaccination rates among 

Black parents in our survey align with 

overall rates among US adults but 

are consistently lower than for White 

and Latinx parents. Lower vaccination 

rates among Black parents relative 

to the other parents in our sample 

may be due to in part to longstanding 

inequities in health care access and 

quality, and distrust of the health care 

community resulting from historically 

racially exploitative medical and public 

health practices and racist policies.

These concerns are encapsulated in 

the comment of one survey participant, 

who said, “As a woman of color 

I don’t see enough evidence that it 

[the vaccine] is being made for us.” 

The issues are further illustrated 

by the analyses of the open-ended 

question, “How do you feel about 

the COVID-19 vaccine in terms of its 

safety and effectiveness, and what 

are your plans in terms of whether 

or not to get it?” As shown below, 

Black families expressed more 

distrust and uncertainty about the 

vaccine as well as concerns about 

safety, whereas White families 

expressed more positive attitudes 

about vaccine safety.

Get for children once approved

Believe it / have been fully vaccinated

Safe and effective

Trust science

Safer than getting COVID

Not getting vaccine

Worry about adverse effects

Unsure

Don't trust it

White Black

Greater frequency

Greater frequency

Most common themes in parents’ attitudes towards COVID-19 vaccine, by race

“Studies show that 

the vaccine is very 

effective, I don’t see 

any reason to doubt 

that. From what I’ve 

seen testing and 

development was 

rushed but took the 

usual steps and was 

based in preexisting 

research, so I think 

it’s safe.”

Parent from Oklahoma

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25032386/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25032386/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25032386/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Bernice-Kennedy/publication/23955533_African_Americans_and_their_distrust_of_the_health_care_system_Healthcare_for_diverse_populations/links/55307a380cf27acb0de86ee2/African-Americans-and-their-distrust-of-the-health-care-system-Healthcare-for-diverse-populations.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Bernice-Kennedy/publication/23955533_African_Americans_and_their_distrust_of_the_health_care_system_Healthcare_for_diverse_populations/links/55307a380cf27acb0de86ee2/African-Americans-and-their-distrust-of-the-health-care-system-Healthcare-for-diverse-populations.pdf
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LIKELINESS TO GET THE COVID-19 VACCINE HAS 
INCREASED FOR PARENTS OF YOUNG CHILDREN

Twenty percent of parents of young 

children have become more likely to 

get the COVID-19 vaccine than they 

originally were. 

 — The reasons for this increase 

include: 41% learned more about 

vaccine effectiveness and safety 

from TV or the news; 45% were 

convinced by family or friends about 

the vaccine effectiveness and safety; 

and 32% reported the desire to do 

things that only vaccinated people 

can do. 

 — Among Black parents who became 

more likely to get vaccinated, 71% 

reported the influence of family and 

friends as the major reason, which 

was higher than in Latinx (47.37%) 

and White (44.1%) families.

 — Given lower rates of vaccination 

among Black households that have 

been reported in our current data 

and elsewhere, examining what is 

influencing attitude change towards 

the COVID-19 vaccine has important 

public health implications.

MORE EFFECTIVE MESSAGING REGARDING 
VACCINE SAFETY IS NEEDED

Collectively, these findings show 

a relatively high level of adherence 

to public health recommendations 

regarding the vaccine among 

households with young children. 

In addition, they highlight the 

need for more effective messaging 

regarding vaccine safety and health 

care system trustworthiness that 

addresses concerns of specific 

subgroups. This messaging must 

address the legacy and ongoing 

experiences of discrimination and 

exclusion from care experienced by 

Black Americans and by Americans 

of lower-income and socioeconomic 

status, and how this has led to distrust 

of the health care and public health 

systems among some individuals. 

Public health communicators 

needs to identify the most trusted 

messengers to convey scientific 

information about the pandemic 

and the vaccine.

“I believe I would get 

it for the adults and 

wait for the children 

until I see how it 

would affect people 

long term.”

Parent from 

Pennsylvania

“I had COVID-19 

several months ago, 

as did everyone 

in my household. 

I hate being sick 

and am scared of 

experiencing side 

effects (flu like 

symptoms) from the 

vaccination. I also do 

not wish to give my 

child a vaccination 

that we know so little 

about. It is too new 

for my comfort.”

Parent from 

Massachusetts

https://thegrio.com/2021/07/02/black-vaccinations-children-covid-19-deaths-rise/


These analyses are based 

on responses collected from 

711 caregivers with children 

under age 6 between the dates 

of April 28th, 2021 and May 6th, 

2021. These caregivers represent 

a range of voices: 9.42% are Black/

African American, 16.88% are Latinx, 

and 40.42% live at or below 200% 

the federal poverty level. Proportions/

percentages are calculated based 

on the item-level response rates, 

not out of the total sample size. 

The data for these analyses are 

not weighted.

The RAPID-EC project includes 

a survey of caregivers with children 

under age 6 and a survey of child 

care providers and other adults who 

care for children under age 6. 

These surveys are designed to gather 

essential information continuously 

regarding the needs, health-promoting 

behaviors, and well-being of children 

and their families and important adults 

in their lives during the COVID-19 

outbreak and recovery period in 

the United States. 

Twice per month, RAPID-EC collects 

data from 1,000 caregivers and 

child care providers in all 50 states. 

The surveys are national in scope, 

though not technically nationally 

representative from an epidemiological 

perspective. RAPID-EC collects 

snapshots of data across time and 

can also assess trends longitudinally. 

For more information about RAPID-EC 

study design and methods, see here.

ABOUT THE  
RAPID-EC PROJECT

RAPID-EC is under 

the direction of 

Philip Fisher, PhD, 

Director of the Center 

for Translational 

Neuroscience at the 

University of Oregon
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uorapidresponse.com | uorapidec@uoregon.edu | medium.com/rapid-ec-project | twitter.com/UO_CTN | linkedin.com/company/rapid-survey-project

1,000+ 
surveyed  
bi-weekly
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11,000
unique 
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50
US states

https://www.uorapidresponse.com/
https://www.uorapidresponse.com/aboutus
http://uorapidresponse.com
mailto:uorapidec%40uoregon.edu%20%20?subject=
http://medium.com/rapid-ec-project
http://twitter.com/UO_CTN
http://linkedin.com/company/rapid-survey-project

