
	
B+B Coalition Analysis of MCPS Spring 2021 Evidence of Learning 
Results 

At the September 21, 2021, BOE meeting, MCPS staff shared the 2020‒2021 Evidence of 
Learning (EOL) end-of-year performance data for students in Grades 2, 5, 8, and 11, the first 
full-year view of academic performance during the COVID-19 pandemic. These grades were 
chosen as crucial time points to assess students’ readiness to advance to the next level of 
learning: primary to intermediate grades, intermediate grades to middle school, middle school to 
high school, and high school to college or career.  
 
Pre-pandemic 2018‒2019 end-of-year results were compared with 2020‒2021 end-of-year data 
at the aggregate level and also disaggregated by students in specific focus groups. The academic 
ability of students in literacy and mathematics was assessed by classroom, district, and external 
measures. Students are considered meeting evidence of learning attainment when they meet 
two of the three measures. Those who do not meet the required two of three measures would 
receive support and acceleration.  
 
Definitions of MCPS Mitigation Strategies 

 
Acceleration of student learning is 
moving forward with grade-level content 
and only addressing prerequisite skills 
and concepts from the previous grade as 
necessary, when they are needed to 
work with grade-level content. 
 
Intensive or high-dosage tutoring is 
being presented as 3-5 times per week, 
for 60- to 90-minute sessions, delivered 
in person during the day, in small groups 
of up to 6 students: 1 tutor, and 
provided by MCPS staff. 

 
While a deterioration in academic achievement was expected, the data presented by MCPS 
indicate a devastating learning loss, particularly in the younger grades 

Data and Context 

As concerning as the data presented by MCPS are on their own, they lack context. What was of 
the starting point for any given group? These declines are not beginning from a baseline of 
100%. Instead they build off of already existing gaps.  

The drop in the overall student population literacy readiness in second grade was 35.3%. 
Coming from a previous literacy readiness rate of 82.8%, less than half of MCPS students 
overall meet literacy readiness. 



	

Breaking down into different demographic groups reveals a more startling reality. Black second 
graders had a 38.2% decline in literacy readiness; for Latino second graders, it was 46.2%; 
and for students eligible for free and reduced-price meals (FARMS), the decrease was 45.6%. 
(Graphs of all disaggregated data may be found at https://go.boarddocs.com/mabe/mcpsmd/ 
Board.nsf/files/C74J22499CF6/$file/Evidence of Learning 210921 PPT.pdf) Ultimately, Black 
second graders are now at 43.5% ready in literacy. 

Coming from a previous 72% literacy readiness rate, means that fewer than one in four Latino second 
graders now meet readiness standards. Similarly, only one in four students eligible for FARMS meet 
literacy readiness. 



	

The greatest disparities were seen in math readiness.  

Latino second graders showed a 30.6% decline in math readiness compared with pre-pandemic levels. 
However, the graph of math readiness of Latino students receiving FARMS vividly conveys the gravity of 
the situation. The seemingly small learning loss of 4.2% for eleventh graders pales against the reality 
that fewer than one in three Latino students receiving FARMS meet math readiness standards. Fifth 
grade students suffered the greatest learning loss of 38.2%. However, starting at only a 57.1% math 
readiness pre-pandemic, means that fewer one in five Latino fifth graders meets math readiness 
standards. 



	
Black students fared better in math readiness; however, the gap between students receiving or 
not receiving FARMS is concerning. In fifth grade, fewer than one in three Black students 
receiving FARMS is math ready.  

 



	
 
Keep these learning losses in the perspective of a further decline from pre-pandemic proficiency 
lower than the overall MCPS student population. The resulting graphs illustrate the urgency with 
which the B+B Coalition must advocate for greater supports for our Black and Brown students 
and those from families with low incomes.  
 
We ask all our Partners and Supporters to re-examine the data presented not for the amount of 
learning loss reported but the academic readiness of any demographic population. Addressing 
the severity of academic loss while managing and attending to the social and emotional injuries 
sustained during the pandemic will require intense efforts by MCPS and all of us to make our 
children whole.   
 

 

–B+B Coalition January 2022 


