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Preface

On August 10, 1975, a prisoner-led hunger strike was organized at Millhaven Maximum Security
Prison in Bath, Ontario to mourn the suicide of Edward Nalon, an inmate who had bled to death
in solitary confinement one year earlier, on August 10, 1974. The first anniversary of Eddie’s
death was commemorated by this one-day hunger strike wherein inmates refused to work and
use the prison’s services; instead, they held a memorial service. August 10 then became known
as Prisoners’ Justice Day in Canada, catalyzing similar prisoner-led protests in the USA,
France, England, and Germany, and prompting the creation of the International Prisoners’
Justice Day, which is now celebrated around the world. Although refusing to work or eat are
some of a small number of ways to peacefully protest abhorrent prison conditions, both acts are
often deemed punishable by prison administrations.



It is hoped that this syllabus will help abolition-minded instructors, students, community
organizers, and advocates alike learn from and honour the vital organizing, research, resource
development, and community building that both prisoners and their advocates have been doing
since the inception of prisons. We were inspired to create the syllabus following the 2018
release of the Abolition Syllabus 2.0 (https://www.aaihs.org/prison-abolition-syllabus-2-0/),
which focuses mainly on the carceral landscape of the United States in the context of the
theories and origins of punishment more generally. Recognizing the need for a resource specific
to the Canadian context, we aspire for the present syllabus to support the work of abolitionists in
Canada as well as elsewhere, recognizing that our struggles are interconnected with others
throughout the globe, and yet specific to the lands and settler colonial states in which we live.

The resources collected here were suggested by members of the Abolition in Canada
Network listserv, an online forum for people engaged in prisoners’ struggles and
penal/carceral abolition across the land colonized as Canada and elsewhere. To join the
network, send an email to abolition@lists.ubishops.ca with “Subscribe Your Name” in the
subject heading. More information about the network can be found here:
https://justiceexchange.ca/abolition/

To add to this syllabus, please contact the listserv at abolition@lists.ubishops.ca, and it will be
updated and republished each year on August 10.

Anti-Black Racism and Incarceration

- Maynard, R. (2017). Policing black lives: State violence in Canada from slavery to the present.
Fernwood Publishing.

- Sudbury, J. (2008). Maroon abolitionists: Black gender-oppressed activists in the anti-prison
movement in the US and Canada. Meridians. feminism, race, transnationalism, 9(1), 1-29.

- Walker, B. (2009). Finding Jim Crow in Canada, 1789-1967. A History of Human Rights in
Canada.: Essential Issues, 81-98.

- Walker, B. (2010). Race on Trial: Black Defendants in Ontario's Criminal Courts, 1858-1958.
University of Toronto Press.

- McKittrick, K. (2006). Nothing’s Shocking: Black Canada. In Demonic Grounds: Black Women
and the Cartographies of Struggle (pp. 91-120). Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.

- McKittrick, K. (2011). On Plantations, Prisons, and a Black Sense of Place. Social & Cultural
Geography, 12(8), 947-963.

- Ware, S., Ruzsa, J., & Dias, G. (2014). It can’t be fixed because it’s not broken: Racism and
disability in the prison industrial complex. In Disability Incarcerated (pp. 163-184). Palgrave
Macmillan, New York.

- Office of the Correctional Investigator (2014). A Case Study of Diversity in Corrections: The
Black Inmate Experience in Federal Penitentiaries, Ottawa: The Office of the Correctional
Investigator of Canada.
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Carceral Geographies and Penal Tourism

Pich¢, J., & Walby, K. (2010). Problematizing Carceral Tours. In Walklate, S. (Ed.) British
Journal of Criminology, 50(3) (pp. 570-581). Oxford University Press.

Walby, K. & Piché, J. (2015). Making Meaning out of Punishment: Penitentiary, Prison, Jail, and
Lock-up Museums in Canada. Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 57(4) (pp.
475-502). University of Toronto Press.

Chen, A., Fiander S., Piché, J., & Walby, K. (2016). Captive and Captor Representations at
Canadian Penal History Museums. In Konecki, K. T. (Ed.) Qualitative Sociology Review, 12(4),
(pp. 22-42).

Wilson, J. Z., Hodgkinson, S., Piché, J., & Walby, K. (2017). The Palgrave Handbook of Prison
Tourism. London, UK: Macmillan Publishers Ltd.

Pich¢, J. & Walby, K. (2018). Les musées de prison au Canada : Une réflexion abolitionniste.
Déviance et Société, 42(4) (pp. 643-662). France: Médecine et Hygiéne.

Shook, J., Piché, J., & Walby, K. (2018). Getting “Beyond the Fence”: Interrogating the
Backstage Production, Marketing and Evaluation of CSC’s Virtual Tour. In Kohm, S. (Ed.)
Annual Review of Interdisciplinary Justice Research, 7 (pp. 406-440). University of Winnipeg.
Bhandar, B. (2018) Colonial lives of property: law, land, and racial regimes of ownership.
Durham: Duke University Press.

Ben-zvi, Y. (2018). Native Land Talk: Indigenous and Arrivant Rights Theories. Lebanon, NH:
Dartmouth College Press.

Struthers Montford, K. (2019). Land, Agriculture, and the Carceral: The Territorializing Function
of Penitentiary Farms. Radical Philosophy Review, 22(1), (pp. 113-141).

Disability and Mental Health in Canadian Prisons

Erevelles, N., Ben-Moshe, L., Chapman, C., & Carey, A. C. (2014). Disability incarcerated.:
Imprisonment and disability in the United States and Canada. Palgrave Macmillan, New York.
Kilty, J. M. (2012). ‘It’s like they don’t want you to get better’: Psy control of women in the
carceral context. Feminism & Psychology, 22(2), 162-182.

Kilty, J. (2008). Governance through psychiatrization: Seroquel and the new prison order.
Radical Psychology, 2(7), 1-24.

Gender and Incarceration

Neve, L. & Pate, K. (2005). Challenging the criminalization of women who resist. Sudbury, J.
(Ed.), Global Lockdown: Race, Gender, and the Prison Industrial Complex, New York:
Routledge, 19-33.

(Hannah) Moffat, K. (1991). Creating choices or repeating history: Canadian female offenders
and correctional reform. Social Justice, 18(3 (45), 184-203.

Hannah-Moffat, K. (1995). Feminine fortresses: woman-centered prisons? The Prison Journal,
75(2), 135-164.



Hannah-Moffat, K. (2000). Prisons that empower: Neoliberal governance in Canadian women’s
prisons. British Journal of Criminology, 40(3), 510-531.

Hannah-Moffat, K. (2001). Punishment in Disguise: Penal Governance and Federal Imprisonment
of Women in Canada. University of Toronto Press.

Hannah-Moffat, K. (2004). Losing ground: Gendered knowledges, parole risk, and responsibility.
Social Politics: International Studies in Gender, State & Society, 11(3), 363-385.

Hansen, A. (2018). Taking the Rap: Women doing time for society’s crimes. Toronto: Between
the Lines.

Hayman, S. (2006). Imprisoning our sisters: The new federal women's prisons in Canada.
McGill-Queen's Press-MQUP.

Horii, G., Parkes, D., & Pate, K. (2006). Are Women’s Rights Worth the Paper They’re Written
On? Collaborating to Enforce the Human Rights of Criminalized. Balfour, G. & Comack, E.
(Eds.), Criminalizing Women. Gender and (In)justice in Neo-Liberal Times, Halifax: Fernwood
Press, 302-322.

Chartrand, V. (2015). Landscapes of Violence. Women and Canadian Prisons. Champ
penal/Penal field, 12.

Chartrand, V., Kilty, J. M., (2017). Corston Principles in Canada: Creating the Correctional
Woman and Moving Beyond the Prison. In Moore, L., Scraton, P. & Wahidin, A. (Eds.),
Women’s Imprisonment and the Case for Abolition: Critical Reflections on Corston Ten Years
On, Linda Moore, Phil Scraton & Azrini Wahidin (Eds.). London, UK: Routledge, 119-138.
Kilty, J. M. (2011). Criminalizing Women: Past and Present. Journal of Prisoners on Prisons,
20(1), 3-8.

Parkes, D. (2016). Women in prison: liberty, equality, and thinking outside the bars. JL & Equal.,
12, 127.

Parkes, D., Bent, K., Peter, T., & Booth, T. (2008). Listening to their voices: Women prisoners
and access to justice in Manitoba. Windsor Yearbook of Access to Justice., 26, 85.

Parkes, D., & Cunliffe, E. (2015). Women and wrongful convictions: concepts and challenges.
International Journal of Law in Context, 11(3), 219-244.

Parkes, D., & Pate, K. (2006). Time for accountability: Effective oversight of women's prisons.
Canadian Journal of Criminology and Criminal Justice, 48(2), 251-285.

Phelps, J. A., & Diamond, B. (1990). Creating choices: The report of the task force on Federally
sentenced women. Correctional Service Canada.

Arbour, L. (1996). Commission of inquiry into certain events at the prison for women in
Kingston. Ottawa: Canada Communication Group.

Cole, J., & Dale, H. (1981). P4W: Prison for Women. Documentary.

Elliott, L., & Horii, G.. (1994). Women in Prison: Journal of Prisoners on Prisons 5(2): 1-76.
Fayter, R. & Payne, S. (2017). The impact of the Conservative punishment agenda on federally
sentenced women and priorities for social change. Journal of Prisoners on Prisons, 26, 10-30.
Faith, K. (2011). Unruly women: The politics of confinement & resistance. Seven Stories Press.
Piché, A. (2015). Imprisonment and Indigenous Masculinity: Contesting Hegemonic Masculinity
in a Toxic Environment. In Innes, R. A., & Anderson, A. (Eds.), Indigenous Men and
Masculinities, Winnipeg: U of Manitoba Press.



Van der Meulen, E., De Shalit, A., & Ka Hon Chu, S. (2018). A legacy of harm: Punitive drug
policies and women'’s carceral experiences in Canada. Women & Criminal Justice, 28(2), 81-99.
Muree Martin, C., & Walia, H. (2019). Red Women Rising: Indigenous Women Survivors in
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside. Downtown Eastside Women’s Centre.
http://dewc.ca/resources/redwomenrising

History of Prisons and Punishment in Canada

Palmer, B. D. (1980). Kingston Mechanics and the Rise of the Penitentiary, 1833-1836. Histoire
Sociale/Social History, 13(25), 7-32.

Strange, C. (1985). The Criminal and Fallen of Their Sex: The Establishment of Canada's First
Women's Prison, 1874-1901. Canadian Journal of Women and the Law, 1, 79.

Backhouse, C. (1985). Nineteenth-century Canadian prostitution law: Reflection of a
discriminatory society. Social History/Histoire sociale, 18(36), 387-423.

Backhouse, C. (1991). Petticoats and prejudice: Women and law in nineteenth century Canada
(pp. 61-62). Toronto: Osgoode Society.

Cooper, S. (1993). The evolution of the federal women’s prison. Adelberg E. & C. Currie (Eds.),
In Conflict with the Law, Vancouver: Press Gang Publishers, 33-49.

Neufeld, R. (1998). Cabals, quarrels, strikes, and impudence: Kingston penitentiary, 1890-1914.
Social History/Histoire Sociale, 31(61), 95-126.

Oliver, P. (1998). 'Terror to Evil-doers': Prisons and Punishment in Nineteenth-century Ontario.
University of Toronto Press.

Hennessy, P. H. (1999). Canada’s big house: The dark history of the Kingston Penitentiary.
Dundurn.

Sangster, J. (1999). Criminalizing the colonized: Ontario native women confront the criminal
justice system, 1920-60. Canadian Historical Review, 80(1), 32-60.

Sangster, J. (2002). Girl trouble: female delinquency in English Canada. Between the Lines.
Myers, T., & Sangster, J. (2001). Retorts, runaways and riots: Patterns of resistance in Canadian
reform schools for girls, 1930-60. Journal of Social History, 34(3), 669-697.

Jackson, M. (2002). Justice behind the walls: Human rights in Canadian prisons. Douglas &
Mclntyre.

McCoy, T. (2012). Hard time: reforming the penitentiary in nineteenth-century Canada.
Athabasca University Press.

McCoy, T. (2019). Four Unruly Women: Stories of Incarceration and Resistance from Canada’s
Most Notorious Prison. UBC Press.

Immigration Detention in Canada

Larsen, M., & Piché, J. (2007). Incarcerating the ‘inadmissible’: KIHC as an exceptional moment
in Canadian federal imprisonment. YCISS Working Paper Series, 45.

Larsen, M., & Piché, J. (2009). Exceptional state, pragmatic bureaucracy, and indefinite
detention: The case of the Kingston Immigration Holding Centre. Canadian Journal of Law &
Society/La Revue Canadienne Droit et Société, 24(2), 203-229.
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Walia, H., & Tagore, P. (2012). Prisoners of Passage. Beyond Walls and Cages: Prisons, Borders
and Global Crisis, Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 74-90.

Walia, H. (2013). Undoing border imperialism (Vol. 6). AK Press.

Chak, T. (2017). Undocumented: The Architecture of Migrant Detention. Amsterdam &
Montreal: The Architecture Observer.

Justice and Accountability in Indigenous Legal Orders

McCaslin, W. D. (2005). Justice as healing: Indigenous ways. St. Paul, MN: Living Justice Press.
Anishinabek Legal Summary (2012):
http://indigenousbar.ca/indigenouslaw/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/anishinabek summary.pdf
Napoleon, V., & Friedland, H. (2014). Indigenous Legal Traditions: Roots to Renaissance. The
Oxford Handbook of Criminal Law, 225-247.

Napoleon, V., & Friedland, H. (2016). An inside job: Engaging with Indigenous legal traditions
through stories. McGill Law Journal/Revue de droit de McGill, 61(4), 725-754.

Friedland, H. (2018). The 'Wetiko' Legal Principles: Cree and Anishinabek Responses to Violence
and Victimization. University of Toronto Press.

Borrows, J. (2016). Heroes, tricksters, monsters, and caretakers: Indigenous law and legal
education. McGill Law Journal/Revue de droit de McGill, 61(4), 795-846.

Boyce, M. R. (2017). Carceral recognition and the colonial present at the Okimaw Ohci Healing
Lodge. Sites: a journal of social anthropology and cultural studies, 14(1).

Accessing Justice and Reconciliation Project at the University of Victoria
http://www.indigenousbar.ca/indigenouslaw/

Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit
People

Razack, S. H. (2000). Gendered racial violence and spatialized justice: the murder Pamela
George. Canadian Journal of Law & Society/La Revue Canadienne Droit et Société, 15(2),
91-130.

Sayers, N. (2014). #MMIW: A critique of Sherene Razack’s piece exploring the trial of Pamela
George’s murder.
https://kwetoday.com/2014/12/26/mmiw-a-critique-of-sherene-razacks-exploration-of-the-trial-of

-the-murder-of-pamela-george/

Welsh, C. (2006). Finding Dawn. Documentary. DVD:(Montreal, Quebec: National Film Board
of Canada).

Native Women’s Association of Canada (2009). Voices of our Sisters in Spirit: A Report to
Families and Communities (2™ ed).

It Starts With Us: Honouring the Lives of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls,
Trans and Two-Spirits http://itstartswithus-mmiw.com/

National Inquiry into Missing and Murdered Women - http://www.mmiwg-ffada.ca/


http://indigenousbar.ca/indigenouslaw/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/anishinabek_summary.pdf
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Wilson, A. (2015). Our coming in stories: Cree identity, body sovereignty and gender
self-determination. Journal of Global Indigeneity, 1(1).

Palmater, P. (2016). Shining light on the dark places: Addressing police racism and sexualized
violence against indigenous women and girls in the national inquiry. Canadian Journal of Women
and the Law, 28(2), 253-284.

Simpson, A. (2016). The state is a man: Theresa Spence, Loretta Saunders and the gender of
settler sovereignty. Theory & Event, 19(4).

Anderson, K., Campbell, M., & Belcourt, C. (Eds.). (2018). Keetsahnak/Our Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Sisters. Edmonton: University of Alberta Press.

Neoliberalism and Incarceration

Dobchuk-Land, B. (2017). Resisting ‘progressive’ carceral expansion: lessons for abolitionists
from anti-colonial resistance. Contemporary Justice Review, 20(4), 404-418.

Hannah-Moffat, K. (2000). Prisons that empower: Neoliberal governance in Canadian women’s
prisons. British Journal of Criminology, 40(3), 510-531.

Piché, J. (2014). A contradictory and finishing state. Explaining recent prison capacity expansion
in Canada’s provinces and territories. Champ pénal/Penal field, 11.

Piché¢, J., Kleuskens, S., & Walby, K. (2017). The front and back stages of carceral expansion
marketing in Canada. Contemporary Justice Review, 20(1), 26-50.

Policing

Kealey, G. S. (1993). The early years of state surveillance of labour and the left in Canada: The
institutional framework of the Royal canadian mounted police security and intelligence apparatus,
1918-26. Intelligence and National Security, 8(3), 129-148.

Hewitt, S. (2002). Spying 101: the RCMP's secret activities at Canadian universities, 1917-1997.
University of Toronto Press.

Comack, E. (2012). Racialized policing: Aboriginal people's encounters with the police.
Fernwood Publishing.

Hubbard, T., Dir. (2004). Two Worlds Colliding. National Film Board of Canada.
https://www.nfb.ca/film/two_worlds_colliding/

Thompson, B. (Producer), & Hubbard, T. (Director). (2005). Two Worlds Colliding [Motion
Picture]. Canada: National Film Board of Canada.

Razack, S. (2015). Dying from improvement: Inquests and inquiries into Indigenous deaths in
custody. University of Toronto Press.

Dhillon, J. K. (2017). Prairie rising: Indigenous youth, decolonization, and the politics of
intervention. University of Toronto Press.

Maynard, R. (2017). Policing black lives: State violence in Canada from slavery to the present.
Fernwood Publishing.

Maynard, R. (2018). Deni de justice: de la rue a la prison. Revue Droits et libertés.

Amand, I. S. (2018). Stories of Oka: Land, Film, and Literature. Univ. of Manitoba Press.
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Prison Abolitionism in Canada

Abolition Collective (Ed.). (2018). Abolishing carceral society. Brooklyn, NY: Common Notions.
Culhane, C. (1979). Barred from prison: A personal account. Vancouver: Pulp Press.

Culhane, C. (1985). Still barred from prison: Social injustice in Canada. Montreal: Black Rose
Books Ltd.

Culhane, C. (1991). No longer barred from prison: Social injustice in Canada. Montreal: Black
Rose Books.

Solomon, A. (1994). Eating bitterness: A vision beyond the prison walls — poems and essays of
Arthur Solomon. Madison: NC Press.

Morris, R. (1989). Crumbling walls: Why prisons fail. Oakville: Mosaic Press.

Morris, R. (1995). Penal abolition: The practical choice. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’ Press.
Morris, R., & West, W. G. (2000). The case for penal abolition. Toronto: Canadian Scholars’
Press.

Eng, M. (2007). Prison industrial complex explodes. Vancouver: Talonbooks.

Pate, K. (2008). A Canadian journey into abolition. Abolition now!: Ten years of strategy and
struggle against the prison industrial complex. Oakland: AP Press.

Sudbury, J. (2008). Maroon abolitionists: Black gender-oppressed activists in the anti-prison
movement in the US and Canada. Meridians. feminism, race, transnationalism, 9(1), 1-29.

Prison Abolition in Canada (2009). In Upping the anti: a journal of theory and action. (4).
Retrieved from http://uppingtheanti.org/journal/article/04-prison-abolition-in-canada/

Piché, J., & Larsen, M. (2010). The moving targets of penal abolitionism: ICOPA, past, present
and future. Contemporary Justice Review, 13(4), 391-410.

Delisle, C., Basualdo, M., Ilea, A., & Hughes, A. (2015). The international conference on penal
abolition (ICOPA): Exploring dynamics and controversies as observed at ICOPA 15 on
Algonquin territory. Champ pénal/Penal field, 12.

Palacios, L. (2016). Challenging convictions: Indigenous and Black race-radical feminists
theorizing the carceral state and abolitionist praxis in the United States and Canada. Meridians:
feminism, race, transnationalism, 15(1), 137-165.

Dobchuk-Land, B. (2017). Resisting ‘progressive’ carceral expansion: lessons for abolitionists
from anti-colonial resistance. Contemporary Justice Review, 20(4), 404-418.

Prisoner Resistance and the History of Prisoners’ Justice Day

Vancouver Prisoners’ Justice Day Committee, “History of Prisoners’ Justice Day.”
http://www.ven.be.ca/august]0/politics/1014_history.html

Bryden, R. (1991). Remembering prison justice day. Journal of Prisoners on Prisons, 3(1&2),
89-92.

Gaucher, R. (1989). The Canadian penal press: A documentation and analysis. Journal of

Prisoners on Prisons Vol. 2(1).
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- Gaucher, R. (1991). Organizing inside: Prison Justice Day (August 10th), a non-violent response
to penal repression. Journal of Prisoners on Prisons, 3(1).
- Under New Management: Resistance to Prisons in Ontario & Quebec (2018)

Restorative and Transformative Justice

- Harding, J., & Spence, B. (1991). An Annotated Bibliography of Aboriginal-controlled Justice
Programs in Canada. University of Regina, School of Human Justice, Prairie Justice Research.

- Aboriginal Peoples Collection (1997). The four circles of Hollow Water. APC 15 CA. Ottawa:
Supply and Services, Canada. Retrieved from
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsres/pbletns/fr-crels-hllw-wtr/index-en.aspx

- Turpel-Lafond, M. E. (1999). Sentencing within a restorative justice paradigm: Procedural
implications of R. v. Gladue. Crim. LQ, 43, 34.

- Faith, K. (2000). Reflections on inside/out organizing. Social Justice, 27(3) (81), 158-167.

- Faith, K. (2000). Seeking transformative justice for women: views from Canada. Journal of
International Women's Studies, 2(1), 16-28.

- Morris, R. (2000). Stories of transformative justice. Canadian Scholars’ Press.

- Roach, K. (2000). Changing punishment at the turn of the century: Restorative justice on the rise.
Canadian Journal of Criminology & Criminal Justice, 42, 249.

- Aboriginal Peoples Collection (2003). Biidaaban: The Mnjikaning Community Healing Model.
APC 23 CA (2003) https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/rsres/pbletns/bdbn/index-en.aspx

- Elliott, E. M. (2011). Security with care: Restorative justice & healthy societies. Winnipeg:

Fernwood Publishing.
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Investments in Challenging Sex Offender Registries, Upping the Anti, Issue 13, 2012.
https://uppingtheanti.org/journal/article/13-worst-of-the-worst
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oppressed federally sentenced women. Journal of Prisoners on Prisons, 25(2), 56-71.
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- Jeffrey, N. (2017). University of Guelph Research Shop, Family Counselling and Support
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