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More than 50 years after he and a group  
of five fellow child actors and three show-
biz vets somehow formed a family, Chris-
topher Knight can’t escape his past as 
Peter Brady on The Brady Bunch—and 
that’s just fine with him. “The show was 
entertainment, but it transcended its ini-
tial purpose,” he says. “As often as some-
body was watching us because we paral-
leled their lives, somebody was watching 
us because they were an only child, and we 
became their brothers and sisters. I fully 
respect and enjoy that. It’s an honor.”

After decades in other jobs both onscreen 
and off—including spending 20 years in the 
tech world and headlining a successful fur-
niture company—Knight, 64, is back on TV 
alongside four former castmates—Barry 
Williams (who played Greg Brady), Mike 
Lookinland (Bobby), Susan Olsen (Cindy) 
and Robbie Rist (cousin Oliver)—in People 
Presents: Blending Christmas, a Lifetime 
holiday movie that also stars Haylie Duff 
and Aaron O’Connell. “It didn’t feel like 
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By  H A N N A H  C H U B B

S T I L L  C L A S S I C
“Like Christmas, 

the Bradys are 
evergreen,” Knight 

says of his TV 
family. “They’re 

like a comfortable 
old pair of sweats.”
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work,” Knight says of the film, 
which was shot in Simi Valley, 
Calif., not far from Hermosa 
Beach, where he lives with his 
wife of five years, former Ms. 
Fitness USA Cara Kokenes, 46. 
“I say yes to projects that we’re 
all in because every time we 
get together, it’s like no time 
has passed. We’re like a family who live in different 
states and get together around the holidays.”

Unlike his TV family, Knight had a financially 
unstable childhood in New York and Los Ange-
les with his artist mom, Wilma, and stage-actor 
father, Edward. Knight was 11 when he land-
ed the role of the impulsive middle son on The 
Brady Bunch—which aired from 1969 to 1974, 
followed by numerous spinoffs and movies—and 
thus helped support the family. Still, “my father 
believed real acting happened onstage, and my 
mom didn’t like The Brady Bunch at all, because 
we weren’t that,” he says. “Only after I became an 
adult did I have conversations with her about how 
she was completely wrong.”

In the late 1980s the self-proclaimed “geek” 
traded acting for technology. “My career wasn’t 
really going anywhere at that point, and I’d always 
had that urge to understand how things work,” he 
explains. After buying his first computer, Knight 

was inspired. “I had ADD [atten-
tion deficit disorder] as a child—
which you can probably see watching the show—
but the computer made it possible for me to write 
and spell and do all these things that I found very 
difficult.” He soon became a sales manager at a 
technology manufacturing company and went 
on to found three tech companies of his own: one 
specializing in 3D graphics, another in TV tuners 
and one that manufactured educational technology 
for children. Despite excelling in the field, Knight 
missed acting, and in the early 2000s he sought 
a return to television, landing on several reality 
shows, including The Surreal Life and My Fair 
Brady, which followed his relationship with his 
third wife, America’s Next Top Model winner Adri-
anne Curry. (They divorced in 2013.) “I think that 
the reality television thing is right for some people 
but not right for me,” Knight says. “When it’s about 
your life, it doesn’t end. I don’t want to do it again.”

Meanwhile, Knight has continued investing. 
In 2012 he began consulting for a furniture com-
pany started by a friend from high school that is 
now called Christopher Knight Home. Though he 
doesn’t design the pieces, Knight is active on the 
leadership and technology side and was “pleasantly 
surprised” to see Meghan Markle and Prince Har-
ry in the company’s chairs for their interview with 
Oprah Winfrey earlier this year. “It was a huge deal. 
We call it Chairgate,” he says with a laugh.

When he’s not working on the furniture line 
or on TV, Knight is focused on an upcoming pod-
cast—The Real Brady Bros, with Barry Williams—
and his production company Former Prodigy 
Media, which recently completed its first docu-
mentary, Truelove: The Film. He and Kokenes also 
have a Cavalier King Charles spaniel puppy, Stel-
la. “She’s a full-time job,” he jokes. With all that 
bustle, Knight is enjoying himself more than ever. 
“I’ve had a magical life,” he says, “but since I met 
my wife, these last 10 years really have been the 
most rewarding period of my life.” •

The Burchett chairs from Christopher Knight Home 
sold out after Prince Harry and Meghan Markle sat in 
the white-cushioned wicker club seats (now $578.99 

for two on Amazon) for their CBS interview with Oprah 
Winfrey, which aired in March. “You would’ve thought 

the importance of that interview would’ve overshadowed 
the chair,” Knight jokes. “It brought us a great deal of 

attention and income, which we are grateful for.”

A  R O Y A L  S U R P R I S E

T U N E  I N !
People Presents: 

Blending Christmas 
premieres Dec. 12 at 

8 p.m. ET/PT  
on Lifetime.

. . . T H E  L A D Y  M E T 
T H I S  F E L L O W

Knight and his wife, 
Cara Kokenes (with 
their puppy Stella, in 

October), married 
on a yacht on Lake 
Michigan in 2016.

M E E T  T H E 
U N C L E S

From left: Knight, 
Williams and 

Lookinland play 
rowdy relatives of 

O’Connell (behind 
Williams) and Duff 

(not pictured).
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F L O R E N C E 
H E N D E R S O N
( C A R O L  B R A D Y )

The actress and 
TV host died 

from heart 
failure in 2016  

at age 82.

R O B E R T  R E E D
( M I K E  B R A D Y )

The actor died of 
colon cancer in 
1992 at age 59; 
his HIV positive 

status was a 
contributing 

condition.

E V E  P L U M B
( J A N  B R A D Y )

Since leaving the middle 
Brady daughter in her 

rear view, Plumb, 63, has 
continued to act, starring 

in episodes of Bull, 
Crashing and Blue Bloods 

in recent years.

S U S A N  O L S E N
( C I N D Y  B R A D Y )

Decades after  
starring as the 

youngest Brady 
daughter, Olsen, 60, is 

a graphic artist and 
acting teacher in 

Santa Clarita, Calif. 
She has one child.

M I K E  L O O K I N L A N D
( B O B B Y  B R A D Y )

Lookinland, 61, who 
played the youngest 

Brady son, lives in Utah 
and makes decorative 
concrete countertops.  

He has two children with 
his wife of 34 years.

B A R R Y  W I L L I A M S
( G R E G  B R A D Y )

The 67-year-old father of 
two, who played the 

oldest Brady son, lives in 
Branson, Mo., and 

performs music with the 
Traveliers when he’s not 
acting and working on  
a podcast with Knight.

M A U R E E N 
M C C O R M I C K

( M A R C I A  B R A D Y )

The mom of one, 65, 
caught the home-show 

bug after HGTV’s A Very 
Brady Renovation in 2019; 

her new HGTV series, 
Frozen in Time, premieres 

Jan. 4 on discovery+.

W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  N O W ?
The actors who 

played the Brady 
kids have taken  

varied paths—and  
remember those lost
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