
#WalkableWinters#WalkableWinters
It’s time to make sidewalk snow clearance

a municipal service. 

What’s
#WalkableWinters

Why Does It Matter?

Born out of frustration with Chicago’s inadequate system for clearing snow from 
public sidewalks, #WalkableWinters demands that the city make sidewalk snow 
removal a municipal service. 

Whether you walk, roll, ride, drive, or bike, everybody benefits from sidewalk snow 
clearance. Nearly all trips require using the sidewalk, even if for just a few feet. It 
is not enough for the city to only clear roadways for motorists, leaving the greater 
public to fend for themselves.
 
Chicago can clear the sidewalks. It’s time we demand this happen.

Although Chicago is no stranger to harsh winters with heavy snowfall, the city 
does not have cohesive policies for public sidewalk snow removal. This responsibil-
ity is left to the people. The result is inconsistent and haphazard snow clearance of 
public infrastructure, disproportionately impacting low-income and marginalized 
communities.
 
Lack of sidewalk snow removal limits the public’s ability to get around the city in 
the winter and causes hazardous conditions for pedestrians. Bus stops and
crosswalks are rendered inaccessible. Older residents and people with disabilities 
can be trapped at home for days. Businesses lose foot traffic, and essential workers 
cannot travel to and from their jobs. Everybody is liable to slip, fall, and get hurt.
 
The most effective long-term solution is to make sidewalk snow clearance a
municipal service. Several large cities already do this including Toronto and
Montreal. But it starts with us. This city will only pass people-first policies when 
the people demand it. This campaign is going to make sure every city official and 
every constituent supports #WalkableWinters.



TorontoChicago Montreal
Pop. & Density Pop. & Density Pop. & Density

Avg. SnowfallAvg. Snowfall Avg. Snowfall

Street NetworkStreet Network Street Network

2.75 mil. @ 12,000/mi2 2.73 mil. @ 11,200/mi2 1.7 mil. @ 12,000/mi2

32 inches per winter 48 inches per winter 82.9 inches per winter

Over 4,000 miles Over 3,300 miles NA

Who benefits?

Want to get involved?

Examples
City Hall has real world models to learn from, including neighboring suburbs and 
global peer cities. Canada’s two largest cities – Toronto and Montreal – both clear 
all municipal sidewalks as a public service. The stats below show how comparable 
these cities are.
 
While smaller cities such as suburban Forest Park have also started municipal 
sidewalk clearance, Chicago should lead the way in creating large-scale public
accessibility throughout the winter months. When it comes to winter, we are no 
second city.

Everybody!
 
Why should snow clearance stop with and only benefit car owners? Taxes should 
pay for services that benefit our communities in real ways, regardless of how they 
get around.

Better Streets Chicago will be running outreach and social media campaigns to 
generate awareness and build allies across the city and across industries. To learn 
more and sign up connect with us!
 
When the snow hits, we’ll be ready! Be sure to take pictures and videos of snow 
laden sidewalks, and share them with the hashtag #WalkableWinters. The more 
we share, the more the city will care. 

www.betterstreetschicago.org          @chi_st               @betterstreetschicago


