
Over the past three years, the Shadows-on-the-Teche has worked in partnership with The Iberia 

African American Historical Society to create a more inclusive interpretation that tells the 

stories of those individuals—both enslaver and enslaved—who lived and worked on the site. 

With the retirement announcement of Patricia Kahle, who has led the Shadows for 40 years, 

the site is now entering a transition phase as it looks to fill not only the Executive Director role, 

but also a newly created Education and Interpretation Manager position.  

 

Both positions will play a pivotal role in bringing the work of the last three years to our public. 

The new Executive Director will be responsible for leading the strategic vision of the museum 

by strengthening current and developing new community partnerships, establishing an Advisory 

Council, and developing the site for sustainability. The Education and Interpretation Manager 

will connect audiences with the site’s buildings, landscapes, collections, and narratives by 

managing public programs, K-12 school programs, and interpretive experiences. The 

importance of these positions cannot be understated as both will help us fulfill our 

commitment to telling the Full American Story. 

 

After much consideration, the National Trust for Historic Preservation has decided to 

temporarily close The Shadows-on-the-Teche to guided tours of the house and self-guided 

tours of the gardens through April 1, 2023. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. 

This time will enable us to focus on filling crucial staff positions, direct our attention to 

strengthening community relationships, and deepen our own ability to tell a truthful and 

inclusive history of the Shadows. During this time, the site will continue to host events, 

including the Fall and Spring Arts & Crafts Fairs (Oct 8 and Mar 4, 2023) and the Shadows-on-

the-Teche Plein Air Competition (Mar 11-18, 2023).  

 

Inclusivity is an additive process, not a reductive one, and so even as we are taking this pause, 

we cannot wait to share a richer and more powerful Shadows history—a history that, in its full 

truth, is as complex and dynamic as our New Iberia community itself. 

 


