First Sunday of The Great Fast
Celebration of The Triumph of Orthodoxy

Commemoration of Saint Leo, bishop of Catania in
Sicily (circa 780); Hieromartyr Sadoc, bishop of
Persia, and 128 Martyrs with him (342); Saint Agatho,
pope of Rome (682); Venerable Prince Yaroslav the
Wise (1054); Saint Agatho, wonderworker of the
Kyivan Caves Abbey (13'"-14" century).

< Great Fast: wine and oil allowed >
5 March, 2023

Epistle reading from The Epistle [letter] of
Saint Paul the Apostle
to Hebrews 11:24-26, 32-12:2

Heb 11:24 By faith Moses, when he was grown
up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's
daughter,

Heb 11:25 choosing rather to be mistreated with
the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin.

Heb 11:26 He considered the reproach of Christ
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for
he was looking to the reward. [... ]

Heb 11:32 And what more shall | say? For time
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and
the prophets--

Heb 11:33 who through faith conquered
kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises,
stopped the mouths of lions,

Heb 11:34 quenched the power of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, were made strong out of
weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign
armies to flight.

Heb 11:35 Women received back their dead by
resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to
accept release, so that they might rise again to
a better life.

Heb 11:36 Others suffered mocking and flogging,
and even chains and imprisonment.

Heb 11:37 They were stoned, they were sawn in
two, they were killed with the sword. They
went about in skins of sheep and goats,
destitute, afflicted, mistreated—

Heb 11:38 of whom the world was not worthy--
wandering about in deserts and mountains, and
in dens and caves of the earth.

Henins Ilepma Beaukoro Iocty
Topaxectso IIpaBociaB's

[Momun [IpenomodnoTO JleBa, enmckorna Karancpkoro
(6mm3pko 780); Cesamenomyuennka Cazioka, enmucKomna
[Tepcuacekoro, i 3 HUM 128-mu My4deHukiB (342-344);
[Ipenono6Horo Aradona, nanu Pumcekoro (682);
BbrnarosipHoro kusi3st SpocnaBa Myaporo (1054);
[penono6noro Aradona [Teuepcrkoro, B JlanbHix
neuepax Kueo-Ileuepcrkoi Jlaspu (XII-XIV).
< Benuxuil I[Ticm: 103BOJSETHCS BUHO Ta OJIisl >
5 6epesns, 2023

Yurtanus Anocmona 3 Ilocnanna [nicra)
ceamozo anocmona Ilasna
0o Eepeis 11:24-26, 32-12:2

€Bp 11:24 Biporo Moiiceil, konu BUpic, BiIpiKCs
3BaTHCSI CHHOM JIOYKH (papaoHOBOI.

€Bp 11:25 BiH X0TiB Kpallle CTpaXXaaTH 3
HaposoM boxxuM, aHiX MaTH TI04acHy
IPIXOBHY MOTIXY.

€Bp 11:26 Bin Hapyry XpucToBY BBa)KaB 3a
OubIe 0araTcTBO, HiXK CKapOU €THIIETCHKI, 00
BiH 03upaBcs Ha boxxy Haropony. [... ]

€Bp 11:32 I mo me ckaxy? bo He cTane yacy
MeHi, o0 omoBigaT npo ['exeona, Bapaka,
Camcona, Edras, laBuna it Camyina ta mpo
MPOPOKIB,

€Bp 11:33 mio Biporo apcTBa ModOUBaIIU, IPABILY
YUHWIN, OJIEp>KyBaJId OOITHUIIL, ALl JIEBaM
3aropoKyBallu,

€Bp 11:34 cuny orHeHHy racuiiy, yTiKajiu Bij
BICTpsI M€4a, 3MIIHSUIACH BiJ C1a00CTH,
X0poOpi OyJsu Ha BiifHI, 00epTaId B PO3TiY
MOJIKH YYKO3EMIIIB;

€Bp 11:35 kiHKM JIicTaBaNIM IOMEPIUX CBOIX 13
BOCKPECIHHS, a 1HIIII OyBajM CKaTOBaHi, HE
NPUKAHSABIIA BU3BOJIEHHS, 100 OTpUMAaTH
Kpaille BOCKPECIHHS;

€Bp 11:36 a iHuI Ii3HAJIM HAPYTH Ta paHH, a
TaKOX KalgaHu f B'I3HUL.

€sp 11:37 Kaminasam noburi OyBanu,
JOTIMTYBaHI1, IEPENIIIIOBaH1, yMUPAJIH,
3apy0aHi Me4eM, TUHSJIMCS B OBEUUX Ta
KO3YUX MIKypax, 30i10BaHi, 3aCyMOBaHi,
BUTEPIILI.

€Bp 11:38 Ti, mwo cBiT He BapTHii OyB iX,
TUHSUINCS 110 MyCTHHSX Ta ropax, i 1o rnedyepax
Ta NpOBaJJISIX 3EMHUX. >>
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Heb 11:39 And all these, though commended
through their faith, did not receive what was
promised,

Heb 11:40 since God had provided something
better for us, that apart from us they should not
be made perfect.

Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by
so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay
aside every weight, and sin which clings so
closely, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us,

Heb 12:2 looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was
set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the
throne of God.

A reading of Holy Scripture from the Gospel of
Saint John the Apostle 1:43-51

Joh 1:43 The next day Jesus decided to go to
Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
"Follow me."

Joh 1:44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter.

Joh 1:45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
"We have found Him of whom Moses in the
Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”

Joh 1:46 Nathanael said to him, "Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?" Philip said to
him, "Come and see."

Joh 1:47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward
Him and said of him, "Behold, an Israelite
indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”

Joh 1:48 Nathanael said to Him, "How do you
know me?" Jesus answered him, "Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig
tree, | saw you."

Joh 1:49 Nathanael answered Him, "Rabbi, you
are the Son of God! You are the King of
Israel!”

Joh 1:50 Jesus answered him, "Because | said to you,
‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You
will see greater things than these.

Joh 1:51 And he said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to
you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of
Man."

€p 11:39 I Bci BOHH, OJIepKaBIIIN 3aCBITYCHHS
BIpOIO, OOITHUII HE TPUNHHSIIH,

€p 11:40 60 bor nependaunB mock Kparie mpo
Hac, 100 BOHH He 0€3 Hac TOCKOHAIICTE
oJIepKaIH.

€Bp 12:1 Tox 1 MU, MaBIIIK HABKOJIO CEOE BEIIUKY
TaKy XMapy CBiJKiB, CKHHbMO BCSKHI TATap Ta
Ipix, 10 OOIUTyTYy€e Hac, Ta i O1XKIM 3
TEPHENTHUBICTIO 10 OOPOTHOH, SIKa Mepe]] HaMH,

€Bp 12:2 nunsuuck Ha Icyca, Ha HauanpHuka it
BuxonaB1s Bipu, 110 3aMICTh PaJIOCTH, sIKa
Oyna nepen Hum, neperepniB xpecra, He
3BEpTAaBILHU YBAarkd Ha COPOM, 1 CiB 11O MPaBUII
npecrony boxoro.

Yutauusa Ceamozo Ilucoma 3 Esanzenii
ceamozo anocmona leana 1:43-51

IB 1:43 Onnoro pa3sy, 3axoTiB Icyc nitu B
lanunero 1 3HaxoauTh OuUiMNa Ta i Kaxke
Homy: i1u 3a MHO¥0.

Is 1:44 A ®wiun 6yB 3 Budcaigu, 3 micra
AmnppieBoro Ta [lerposoro.

I8 1:45 ®unun 3naxonuth Hadanaina ta it kaxe
foMy: mpo koro Moiiceil 1 MPOPOKU MHCAIH B
3akoHi, Toro mu 3Hainum: Icyca, cuna
Iocudororo, mo 3 Hazapery.

IB 1:46 I cka3aB iiomy Hadanain: 3 Hazapery uu
MoXe 1110 100pe OyTu? dunun oMy Kaxe:
11 1 IIOIUBUCE.

I 1:47 [Nob6auus Icyc, mo iae 1o Heoro
Hadanain, Ta i ckazaB mpo HbOTO: OT CIIpaB/i
[3painbTAHWH, B AIKOMY JIyKaBCTBa HEMA.

IB 1:48 Ckazas Momy Hadauain: 3Bigku Tu 3HaeIn
mene? OamnogiB Icyc 1 cka3aB fiomy: mepiie
HK nokJIMKkaB Tede unun, S 6aums, Ik TH
OyB il CMOKOBHHIICIO.

I 1:49 Binnosis Hadanain i kaxe Homy: Passi!
Tu Cun boxwuii, Tu Lap [3painis!

I 1:50 O3BaBch Icyc i ckazaB fiomy: depes Te, 1m0
CKazaB ToO1, 1110 0aunB TeO€ i CMOKIBHHUIIEIO, TH
Bipyew; OublIe HHOT0 HOOAYHIIL.

I 1:51 I kake HioMy: iICTHHHO, ICTHHHO KaXXy Bam: O]
BOT'0 Yacy nobaynTe HeOO BiAKPUTE 1 aHTEIIB
Boxux, 1o migifiMaroThes 1 cryckaroThes 10 CuHa
JIroacekoro. >>
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First Sunday of the Great Fast, The Triumph of
Orthodoxy Right Rev. Archpriest Ihor Kutash

“No one could describe the Word of the Father; but
when He took flesh from you, O Theotokos [Mother of
God], He accepted to be described.” (The Sunday
Kontakion [Hymn])

Today, the Orthodox throughout the world celebrate
the Triumph of Orthodoxy over the last of the great
heresies.

A heresy is a deviation from the truth of the faith.
Orthodoxy does not have an official compendium of
doctrines apart from the Nicene- Constantinopolitan
Creed proclaimed by the first two Ecumenical Councils
of 325 and 381. However, this Creed lays the
groundwork for a consistent and excellent perspective
on Who God is and what He does for His creation.

God is proclaimed to be perfectly One. He is the
Father. Also, He eternally begets the Son, Who is True
God of True God, incarnate within space and time as
the concrete human Person, Jesus of Nazareth, the
Messiah, the Christ.

Jesus is one Divine-Human Person, in Whom the
Divine and Human essences are in perfect union, yet
unmixed but distinct. It is this, Orthodoxy joyfully
proclaims, which saves us. God the Son has lovingly
accepted to be fully incarnate as a Human Person,
thereby linking the humanity we share with Him as a
result of this Incarnation, with Divinity, for He always
remains true God of true God. It is this, which opens
the way to Paradise for us. It is this, which makes it
possible for us to grow towards the potential with
which God created us, to become like our Creator,
gods by grace, as He is God by essence.

This truth is beyond rational understanding, for it
links humanity — a profound mystery in itself — with
Divinity, which is infinitely beyond human
understanding. It must be accepted by loving and
wondering faith - and then it sheds a radiant light on all
that is around the believer. We see our source and our
destination as the ineffable love of God. We see the
path that we must travel, as well as our sometimes-
dismal failure to do so. We see the inexhaustible
forgiveness, direction, encouragement and strength
that are always so generously extended to us by God -
so that we may rise each time we fall, return each time
we stray, and keep on pressing forward to our high
calling.

Yet the human mind, bound up as it is in external
realities, captivated by the sense of its own ingenuity,
keeps on trying to make rational that which is beyond
reason (but is not, for all that, unreasonable). And so it

IHlepwa Heoina Ce. Beauxozo Ilocmy, Topocecmeo
Ilpasocnas’s [Iporompecsitep o. Irop Kyram

«Heomcane CiioBo OTIIs, M0 MPUUHSIIO TiJIO Bix

Tebe, boropomure, onucanock.» (Hedinoruii Konoax
[Lumn])

CbOroiHi, IpaBOCJIaBHI 110 BCbOMY CBIiTi CBATKYIOTb
nepemory [IpaBocias’st HaJ OCTAHHBOIO BEIMKOIO
€peccro.

€pech — 11e BiAXUIICHHS BiJ mpaBau Bipu.
[IpaBocnaB’s He Mae odiriitHOrO MiApyYHIKA
BipoHaBuaHHs kpiM Hikeo-Ilapropoacekoro Cumsoina
Bipu, sixoro nporoiocuiu nepii 18a BeeneHcebki
Cobopu 325-ro Ta 381-ro pp. Oanak neri CumBoI Aa€e
IPYHT AJISl TOCIiI0OBHOT Ta 4yI0BOI IEPCIIEKTUBH MPO
te, Kum € Bor 1 sk Bin BizHocutbhest 10 CBoro
cTBOpiHHSA. Bin mporomomrye, mo bor — €nuanii. Bin —
Orernp. I Bin Biuno Hapomkye Cuna, SAxuii € bor
ICTUHHUH Bix bora icCTHHHOTO, IO BTUJTUBCS Y
pocTopi i gaci, sik koHKpeTHa Jlroauna, Icyc 3
Hazapera, Mecis, Xpucroc.

Icyc € onra boromonckka Ocoba, i B Hhomy icToTH
Bosxka 1 JIroacbka — B JOCKOHAUTIH €IHOCTI, 1 HE 3MIIIaH1
a BupasHi. Lle x Te, mo Hac cracae, K paxicHO
nporosomye [Ipasocnas’s. bor Cus 3 1100081
MOTO/IMBCSI OyTHU BTiIEHUM, K JItouHa, O AHYIOYH
TaKUM YHHOM JIIOJICHKY TIPUPOJTY, IKY MH PO3JILISIEMO 3
HuwM uepes 11e Boroprinenns, 3 boxxectBom, 60 x Bin
3aBkau bor ictuanuii Big bora icruanoro. Came me
BimkpuBae HaMm mocTyt 1o Paro. Ile x i mae Ham
MO>KJIMBICTh 3pOCTATH A0 TTOBHOTH MOTEHIISUTY, 32
SIKUM HaC CTBOPHUB bor: cTaBaTtv MOBHICTIO TTOTIOHUMH
no Hatoro Teopis — 6oramu uepe3 biiaronats; Bin xe
- Bor mo ictoti CBoiii.

s icTHA — MTOHAJT JIFOJICKKE PO3YMIHHS, 00 K BOHA
MOETHYE JIFOJICHKICTh — SIKa BJKE caMa 10 co0i TIIMO0KO
TaeMHHYa — 3 Bo)kecTBOM, sike OE3MEKHO BHILE Bijl
OyIb "oro, 110 JTIoArHa Moriia 6 3po3ymith. Lo
icTuHy Tpeba MPUHHSTH BipoIo, 3 TF000B 'O Ta 3
ITOZIMBOM, 1 TOJIi BOHA OCSIFO€ SICHUM CBITJIOM YCE, 110
JIOBKOJIa Bipyr04oro. Mu 6auumo i cBill TOYaToK i
CBOIO IIiJIb Y HECKa3aHHiH Jr000B1 boxiii. Mu 6aunmo
[UISX, 110 SIKOMY Ma€EMO WTH, SIK TAKOXK HAIlli HE pa3
NPUTHIYYIOYE HeBJIAli HAMaraHHs iTH 1o HboMy. Mu
06auynMO HEBUYEPITHI CKapOH MPOIICHHS, HACTaHOBH,
3a0X0YEHHS Ta CHJIN, SKMMH 3aBKIH TaK MIEIPO
o0mapoBye Hac bor, 106 Mu MOTJIH 3HOBY MiTHITHCS
ITiCTISl KOYKHOTO YITaJIKy, MOBEPHYTHCS IICIS KOXKHOTO
BiIOJSyKaHHS Ta MOCTIHHO HAMAraTUCsS WTU BIIEPE 10
OCSITHEHHS HAIIIOTO TAKOTO BHCOKOTO MOKIHKAHHS.

Ta nroacbKUl po3yM, AKUK TaK 3aXOIUIFOETHCS
30BHIIIHIM, TaK MOJIOHCHU BIEBHEHICTIO PO CBOIO



became necessary to defend this truth and, in so
defending, find the words to express it as appropriately
as could be - usually by paring away statements that
did not portray it very well. Thus, even though the
previous Councils had proclaimed the truth that Jesus
is perfectly Human as well as perfectly Divine, some
Churchmen who gained the ear of the Emperor, Leo
the Isaurian (685-741), were of the mind that one could
not portray the Lord in images, because one could
portray only the Human nature and not the Divine, and
therefore such images or lcons would divide the
indivisible Christ.

Yet, one of the characteristics of a true human being
is that they can be portrayed and described in words
and in images. To say that this could not be done in
Jesus’ case was, in effect, to deny that He was truly
human — that He must always and forever be beyond
true humanity. It would follow that He did not truly
unite with our human nature and could not truly
identify with and have compassion towards us. In other
words His Incarnation would not save us, but simply
give us another reason to worship and adore Him and
forever yearn for, and - since we are fallen and unable
to save ourselves — never truly attain union with Him,
never truly attain peace and harmony, never regain the
Paradise which, although created for us, would forever
remain tantalizingly closed to us.

For more than a hundred years the Orthodox prayed,
meditated, suffered and finally received the full victory
of the joyous truth: Jesus is indeed truly Human as well
as truly Divine. He can indeed — as can all of His
people and His Angels — be portrayed in Icons, in the
particular style developed to do so which intends to
convey both His humanity and divinity. He has truly
come to us, to be with us, to raise us up from our tombs
and bring us to Paradise.

This final victory was celebrated on the First Sunday
of the Great Fast at the command of the Empress
Theodora in 843 (some sources say 842), and the
Orthodox have celebrated it ever since. There were
times when, for political reasons, anathemas against
heretics, real or perceived, were also proclaimed at
such celebrations. This is usually no longer the case.
Instead the Orthodox in many cities gather together in
one Temple, celebrate a special Vespers and walk in a
triumphal procession holding up Icons.

We thank God for His wonderful mercy towards us,
for His unfailing and unfathomable love and we
dedicate ourselves to ourselves become ever better
Icons of His infinite glory, power and love. Amen.

TeHISUTbHICTh, TAKH HaMara€eThCs 3p0OnTH
pamioHaIBHUM T€, IO ITOHAJ paIliOHAIBHICTIO (2 BCe
OJTHO HE € HepaIrioHAIbHIM). OTOX ITI0 iICTHHY Tpeba
OyJ10 3aXHINATH, & 3aXHINAI0YH i1, 3HAXOJUTH 1 CIIOBa,
SIKI MOTJIM O BUCIIOBUTH 11, SIK TIILKH MOKHA, a
MePEBaKHO TUM 11100 BiJIKUIATH BUCJIOBH, SIKi HE
nepenaroTs ii HanexHo. | Tak, xou nonepenHi Codbopu
OyJH MPOTOJIOCHIIH ICTUHY, 1110 Icyc — mocKoHama
Jlroauna, sk 1 JockoHamuit bor, neski 1epKoBHI MyKi,
aKi Manu foctyn 1o Immeparopa Jlesa IcaBpsHuHa
(685-741) momymaiuck 10 TOTO, 110 HE MOXHA
npeactaBisaTy ['ocrioga B 00pazax, 00 K TaAKUM YHHOM
MO>KHA TIPE/ICTABIIATH TUILKU JIFOIMHY, a He bora.
To0T0, sIK BOHM BBaXKaJv, Taki 00pa3u Ho s 0
HEMOALTFHOr0 XPUCTa, OTOX iX Tpeda mo30yTHcs.

Ta HeBi’ €MHA BIACTHBICTE JIOJUHH € T€, IO ii
MOXHA TIPEJICTABUTH 1 OMMHUCATH B CJIOBAX Ta B
obpazax. Kazatu mo Tak He MOXKHA POOHUTH I10
BimHOMmEHH] 110 Icyca, e mo cyTi Bimkuaary, mo Bin
crpaBni JlronuHa, a Ha 3aBXKIU TIOHAJ CIIPAaBKHBOIO
TMOACHKICTIO. | 32 MM ciye TBepmKeHHS, 0 Bin
CIIPaBJli HE MOETHABCS 3 HAIIIOIO JIFOJICHKOIO
MIPUPOJIOI0, OTOXK 1 HE MOXKE CIIPaBJi PO3YMITH HAC i
HaM criBuyBaTy. [HImMy cioBamu, HMoro BrineHHs He
criacae Hac, a IpoCTO JIa€ HaM I OJIHY IIPUIUHY
IIPOCIABIISTH if HounTyBaTH MOro, ane mpu ToMy
TITBKY TIPArHYTH 1 HIKOJIHM HE OCATaTH €1HOCTI 3 Huwm,
00 >k MU B JIFOAM, SIKi HE MOXYTh cami cede
CIIACTH, - OTOX 1 HIKOJIM HE OCATHEMO CIIOKOIO Ta
rapMoHii, i Hikoy1 He 3100yaeMo Paii, sikuii, x04 i
CTBOPEHUH U1 Hac i Takui IpuBaOIMBUH, aje BIYHO
3aKpUTUH, HEOCTYITHUM HaM.

BripoioBx Oisibllie YUM CTO POKIB ITPaBOCIABHI MOJIMITUCS,
PO3yMYBAIH, CTPAKIAIN Ta HAPEIIITI OCATHYIIH OBHY
IepeMory paJiCHOI iICTHHU: a came, 1o Icyc -niticHa
Jlionuna sk i midicunii Bor. I Moro i Moro mozeii Ta it Moro
AHTeNiB MOKHA MPEJICTABIATH B [KOHAX, HATIMCAHKX 3a
OCOOJIMBUM CTHJIEM, SIKOTO BUPOOHMITH, 100 Pa3oM BHUSBISTH
i Moro moncekicts i Moro Boskectso. Bin CIIpaB[i MPUATIIOB
JI0 Hac, 00 OyTH 3 HAaMH Ha3aBX/H, I100 MITHATH HAC 3
HaImuMX rpo0iB Ta mpuBecTH Hac 1o Paro.

I{ro ocTarounHy niepeMory cBITKyBayu B [leputy Heoinio
Benukozo Ilocmy 3a Hakazom Lapurmi @eonopu B p. 843-my
(mesixi mkepena nmonaroTh 842-my), i [IpaBocnaBHi Tak
CBSITKYIOTb il IOPOKY Bij TOro 4yacy. Bynu uacu ko 10
LUX YPOUHUCTOCTEN TAKOX 10AaBaIN i1 aHATEMU IPOKIIATTS
IPOTH EPETHKIB, CIIPABKHIX YU yABHUX. [lepeBaKHO 1€
OCTaHHE Terep He poOsaTs. HaromicTh paBociaBHi B
GaraThox MicTax pazoM y 1to Heninto 30upatoTbest B 01HOMY
Xpawmi, ciryxkatb ocoonuBy BeuipHro 1 00xoaaTe Xpam y
epeMoKHi Tporiecii, TpuMarodn [koHw.

Jlsixyemo Boroai 3a Moro uynoBy Mumicts 10 Hac, 3a Horo
He3JaMHy 1 0e30HHY JIFO0O0B i TOCBIYYEMO cebe caMux
CTaBaTH BCE KpaluMH [koHamMu Horo 6e3mexnoi ClIaBH,
CUIH Ta JTI000Bi. AMIHE.



