
We’re planning for Australia’s first offshore wind project off the south 
coast of Gippsland. 
The Star of the South has the potential to be one of the largest wind farms in the world, 
producing enough power for around 1.2 million homes. It’ll mean thousands of jobs during 
construction and hundreds of Gippsland jobs once it’s up and running, providing a huge 
economic boost for the region.
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Through the conversations we’ve had 
with locals, fishers and the fishing 
industry so far, we understand that:
• fishing is an important part of the 

local community, economy 
and history

• commercial and 
recreational fishers 
have different 
needs, ideas and 
concerns

• all fishers want 
to know what an 
offshore wind farm 
could mean for them.



We believe that many types of fishing can continue alongside an 
operational wind farm. We know it’s possible because other offshore wind 
projects around the world are already doing it.

Different countries have their own rules and 
regulations. Because the Star of the South is 
Australia’s first offshore project, there are no 
existing regulations in place here.

As the regulator of Commonwealth waters, 
the government will ultimately decide if 
the project can go ahead and what fishing 
activities could occur inside an offshore wind 
farm.

In January 2020, government released 
an Offshore Clean Energy Regulatory 
Framework Discussion Paper. It states that 
the proposed regulatory framework will 
uphold the existing principle of shared use 
of Commonwealth waters and promote 
coexistence with other users. Find more at 
consult.industry.gov.au.

Recreational fishing
We believe that recreational fishing could 
continue alongside a wind farm.  

There will generally be plenty of room to 
navigate and recreational fishing activities are 
unlikely to impact on wind farm infrastructure.

We’ve been talking with lots of fishers who 
are excited about the new fish stocks that 
could be attracted to the area, with our 
turbine structures potentially acting as 
artificial reefs.

Commercial fishing
We still have more work to do to fully 
understand commercial fishing in the area. 

We acknowledge the existing rights that 
some commercial fishers have in the licence 
area. This year we’ll be asking them, and 
other commercial fishers in Gippsland, to talk 
with us and share more detailed information 
about their work. This will be important for us 
to understand any impacts and opportunities, 
and to find a way to share the waters safely.

Sharing the waters



We’re developing our 
position on how to share 
the waters safely
We don’t want to exclude fishing and we want 
to ensure everybody’s safety.

We’re working on what this could look like here 
in Gippsland.

To develop our position and recommendations 
for sharing the waters we are:
• Researching what has and hasn’t worked on 

other offshore wind projects 
• Conducting local fishing studies
• Seeking input from industry and local 

commercial and recreational fishers.

We’ll be looking at things like:

Safety – ensuring the safety of all 
marine users around an offshore 
wind farm during construction, 
operations and periods of 
maintenance

Fishing effort and property 
rights – what fishing has occurred 
historically and what is going 
on currently within the potential 
project area and in the wider 
Gippsland Basin

Potential opportunities – ways 
the project can contribute to 
making fishing in the area even 
better

Cable and turbine protection – 
ensuring wind farm infrastructure 
is protected from damage.

We’ll share our recommendations with the 
community and government.

Designing the wind 
farm 
At this early stage in the project’s 
development, work to understand the 
type, number and layout of turbines 
for the Star of the South project is 
ongoing. 

We’re continuing our site 
investigations, including wind and 
seabed studies, and talking with 
turbine suppliers and local ports and 
harbours to understand what options 
are available.

We’re proposing fishing-friendly cable 
protection methods, such as burying 
cables in the seabed where possible, to 
reduce seabed hazards for fishers and 
keep our cables safe from anchors and 
other fishing equipment.

You can help us progress this work by 
providing feedback on your fishing practices 
and ideas for sharing the space. 

We want to hear your ideas for 
how the Star of the South can help 
make fishing the area even better.
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More information 
To find out more about the Star of the South project and register for future updates: 

 starofthesouth.com.au

 1800 340 340

 info@starofthesouth.com.au

 Star of the South

 Star of the South Project
Interpreter 
service: 13 14 50

Do you fish? Then we want to hear from you.
We need input from locals to better understand how fishing works in the area – so that together, 
we can find safe ways to share the waters.

We want to hear from commercial and recreational fishers about:

We don’t want to exclude 
fishing and we want to ensure 

everybody’s safety. We’re 
working on what this could 
look like here in Gippsland.

How, where and what  
you fish in the proposed 

project area 

Suggestions about what 
rules (if any) are needed to 

share the waters safely

Your ideas for how the Star 
of the South project could 
help make fishing in the 

area even better

We’ll use your feedback to:
• Build our understanding of local fishing practices and perspectives
• Consider any benefits that offshore wind could bring to fishing activities
• Identify good principles and suggestions for sharing the waters here in Gippsland
• Design a wind farm with safe navigation in mind.


