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THE AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN JAPAN CALLS 

ON GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN FOR EQUAL TREATMENT OF 
ALL RESIDENTS 

 
JULY 13, 2020 [TOKYO] – The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) 

today issued a second statement in response to re-entry travel restrictions placed 
on residents of Japan who are not Japanese citizens and called on the Government 

of Japan to provide fair and equal treatment for all residents regardless of 
nationality.  
 

“Foreign residents of Japan who have made a decision to build a life here and 

contribute to the Japanese economy should not be subject to a double standard 
restricting their travel, economic, and familial opportunities based on nationality,” 

said Christopher J. LaFleur, ACCJ Chairman. “While we applaud and support the 
Japanese government’s efforts to manage the COVID-19 crisis, a resident’s 

nationality provides no basis on which to assess risk or assign travel privilege in 
relation to COVID-19.” 
 

Foreign nationals actively and positively contribute to Japan’s economy and society, 
and do not pose any greater risk than Japanese citizens re-entering Japan. 
 

The ACCJ statement expresses concern among our international business 

community that the prohibition currently in place is detrimental to Japan’s long-
term interests, in particular as to Japan’s attractiveness as a place to invest and 

station managerial employees with regional responsibility. 
 

The ACCJ requests that the Japanese Government establish a re-entry permit or 

process whereby travelers entering Japan under the ‘humanitarian’ exception can 
receive an assurance that they will be admitted to Japan before they board flights 

outside of Japan.  
 

The ACCJ also requests that any measures taken to permit Japanese nationals to 
travel for business, or, in the future, travel for other purposes, also apply equally to 

foreign nationals with proper permanent residency as well as their spouses and 
children, foreign nationals who are spouses or children of Japanese nationals, long-

term visa holders and their accompanying family members, and foreign nationals 
residing in Japan under a Japanese working visa.  
 

Finally, the ACCJ would like to see the Japanese government announce clear 
timelines for the resumption of travel and implement clear policies with the 

minimum documentation necessary. This will enable those properly desiring to 
return to Japan to make plans free of anxiety and continue their contributions to 

Japan’s economy, society, and international relations. 
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Read the full ACCJ statement. 
 

# # # 
About ACCJ 

The American Chamber of Commerce in Japan (ACCJ) was established in 1948 by representatives of 40 American 

companies. Over its 72-year history, the ACCJ has positioned itself as one of the most influential business 

organizations in Japan. The ACCJ has approximately 3,000 members who together represent over 600 globally 

minded companies with offices in Tokyo, Nagoya, and Osaka. Working closely with the U.S. and Japanese 

governments, business organizations and others, the ACCJ engages in activities that advance its mission of further 

developing commerce between the U.S. and Japan, promoting the interests of U.S. companies and members, and 

improving the international business environment in Japan including the commitment to demonstrating responsible 
corporate citizenship. The ACCJ’s more than 60 committees represent a variety of industries and make policy 

recommendations through advocacy tools such as viewpoints, public comments, and white papers. The ACCJ holds 

on average 500 events and seminars a year, many of which focus on government policy and economic trends. The 

ACCJ is also committed to promoting charitable and CSR activities. 
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