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Foreword

The Sherwood Indooroopilly
RSL Sub-branch, established
in 1919, is one of the oldest
sub-branches in Australia.
Sherwood Indooroopilly

has long conducted
commemorations such

as ANZAC Day and
Remembrance Day at the
three local World War One
Memorials in local parks now
in the custody of Brisbane
City Council. On those three
memorials are the names of
83 young men and one young
woman from this part of South
West Brisbane who gave
their lives in “The Great War’.
The three Memorials are at
Keating Park in Indooroopilly,
Graceville Memorial Park, and
Bannerman Park in Oxley.

The RSL says ‘Lest We Forget’
but sadly almost no-one now
remembers who those young
men and that young woman
were. At most, a very fleeting
thought crosses the minds of
barely one or two attending

a commemoration: “| wonder
who he or she was”.

So as part of the
Commonwealth Government’s
ANZAC Centenary, Sherwood
Indooroopilly sought and
obtained federal funding to
research and publish those

84 stories and especially to
involve local school students
in the research. This two-fold
objective was because among
the RSL objects are ‘to ensure
the preservation of the memory
and the records of those

who suffered and died for

the nation’ and ‘to encourage
citizens to serve the nation
with a spirit of self-sacrifice
and loyalty’. The stories herein
have been researched and
written by school students at
both primary and secondary
levels and our editorial policy
has been to edit these only
very lightly and to let their
words stand.

This book is being published
primarily as an e-book, though
it also has a small print run

in order to place copies in
official libraries as well as in
the libraries of participating
schools. Just as these stories
reach back 100 years at this
time, their ongoing public
availability as an e-book
published on an RSL website
should ensure that they will
reach far forward into the
future. Fifty years from now
authors of stories who wrote
them when they were in
primary or secondary school
will be able to use this e-book
to get their grand-children

as interested in the history

of local heroes as they were
themselves, albeit perhaps
only briefly at the time.

As well as having local school
students writing the stories
over five years of participating
classes, a bonus that emerged
was that two local amateur
historians had also researched
all of these names and it is
with gratitude and with their
permission that we also
publish their stories along

with those of the students.

They were the late Jim Gibson
and lan Lang and they will

be acknowledged below. The
bonus is that each of the 84
fallen has at least two stories
written about him or her and
sometimes more than that,
because sometimes more
than one school chose to write
about one of the fallen. The
layout of the index will guide
readers accordingly. The
school contributions make up
the first and largest section of
the book, starting on page 9.
They are listed alphabetically
by each soldier’s name.

The index guides the reader
to find stories in multiple
ways. You may enter looking
for the name of one of the
fallen, or by looking for one of
the 14 participating schools,
or by looking for a particular
one of the three memorials.
Which raises another point
of interest. In fact there is a
fourth ‘memorial’ by which to
enter and a third adult author
to thank below because our
research found five names
of the local fallen that had
not made it to an official
memorial — for reasons so
far unexplained. Like other
churches in our area, St
Andrew’s Anglican Church,
Indooroopilly has a WWI
Honour Board listing their
fallen, in their case in the
form of an altar. Whereas
all such names at the other
churches also appear on
one, sometimes two, of

the official memorials, in St
Andrew’s case, while there
are three names that also
appear on the Keating Park
Memorial and two on the
Graceville Memorial, there
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are also the three names that
don’t. For these three names
we have given St Andrew’s
Honour Board the status of

a fourth memorial which also
constitutes an entry point in
the index and our thanks go to
the late Dr Peter Crossman of
St Andrew’s as our third adult
author. And our total number
of fallen to be commemorated
becomes 87.

The stories herein amount to
summaries of aspects of the
lives and military service of the
fallen. As might be expected,
they could not amount to full
biographies. For those who
are interested, plenty of scope
remains for further research
and to assist this nearly all
stories give sources, most of
which will repay further study.
In a sense this project can be
looked at as a starting point for
community genealogy, in that
it provides intriguing mentions
of themes that could be
pursued in further exploration
of community genealogy, for
those who are interested. One
dimension that came to be little
explored was the stories of the
families both before and after
the deaths of their loved ones.
Notable exceptions however
were the Keid and Lidgard
families who surnames are on
the Graceville Memorial. The
Keids are important because
six brothers went to war and
only two returned; the Lidgard
name because Edith Lidgard,
whose brother fell, was a
moving force in getting the
Graceville Memorial erected —
as you can read.

Readers’ attention is invited
particularly to the piece that
we have promoted to the

status of a ‘Second Foreword’
to this book, The Keid Family
of Chewton Graceville by
Beulah Cox, a local resident.
Her contribution can be found
on page 328. As well as being
about the Keid family as a
family, her piece also hints

at those many start points

for further research into
community genealogy. The
piece reminds that the attitudes
of the time were very different
from those of today. Generally,
the fallen were born only a
single generation after the first
settlers arrived in South East
Queensland around the 1860s.
Some of the fallen were born
in Australia but many were
themselves born in Britain and
all or almost all would have
had strong loyalty to empire
as well as to king and country.
Prime Minister Andrew Fisher
said Australia would defend the
Empire to the last man and the
last shilling. Among the facts
and events mentioned are a
Keid who grew fruit in Margaret
St, today the centre of the

city; another was a chemist
helping make soda water

for Tristrams, a well-known
historic name; satisfaction

at Queensland having just
been separated from New
South Wales; connections to
Canungra and the famous
Lahey family; connections with
Pimpama, Mareeba, Banana
Shire, Charters Towers,
Rockhampton; connections
with Christ The King school
and the Red Cross; deaths
being notified to families by
means of ‘a pink telegram’;
mothers receiving a brooch
with bars equal in number

to the sons who had served,

but less one bar for the first
to serve; death of a family
member in the second world
war on the Montevideo Maru;
and so on.

On the subject of the
contemporary attitudes

of the time, in the 1920s
commemorative memorials
were built in cities, towns and
villages all over Australia and
almost always, particularly

in the smaller places, on the
initiative of local communities
rather than by government of
whatever level. In our case all
three memorials were primarily
community initiatives, although
Sherwood Shire did become
involved — hence the plaque on
the Graceville Memorial being
headed ‘Sherwood Shire’. As
referred to above, two adult
authors, between them, wrote
what we have called the ‘back-
up’ bios on the 84 fallen on

the three official memorials.

In doing that they also wrote
the stories of how each of the
three memorials came about
and these stories are published
herein. Each story not only
describes the genesis of a
memorial but also serves as an
introduction to the respective
collection of bios. They are
reproduced herein without
editing.

The stories about the
Indooroopilly Memorial and

its names came to be written
because the late Jim Gibson,
an elder and church historian of
the ANZAC Uniting Church at
Indooroopilly, had researched
and written the bios of the
fallen of WWI who are recorded
on the church’s Honour

Board. Because those names
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were also on the Memorial at
Keating Park, he went on and
researched the other names at
Keating Park as well and we
are the grateful beneficiaries
of his efforts. Similarly, lan
Lang, who was a teacher at
Oxley State School, became
interested in the names on the
Oxley Memorial adjacent to
the school and researched and
wrote the bios of those names
and then went on to research
and write up the names on the
Graceville Memorial (of which
12 are duplicates of names at
Oxley).

Jim Gibson’s essay on the
Keating Park, Indooroopilly,
Memorial can be found

on page 244; lan Lang’s
contribution on the Graceville
War Memorial starts on page
191; and his article on the
Bannerman Park, Oxley,
Memorial is on page 295. You
can find Peter Crossman’s
piece on the St Andrew’s Altar
and the names it commentates
on page 313.

Finally, before the
acknowledgements, the
attention of readers is invited
to the section titled: The World
War One Survivors and Their
Ladies Who Founded the RSL
on page 335. We take this
opportunity to tell the stories
of three WW1 survivors and
their ladies who, with others of
their ilk, gave the Sherwood
Indooroopilly Sub-branch its
start and shaped us. First,

E Maurice Little, although
blinded and maimed at
Gallipoli, but with tremendous
support from his wife Bessie,
still had the astonishing
amount of life force to become

one of the founders of our

RSL sub-branch and its

first president. Maurice was
also a moving force in the
establishment of what is now
the ANZAC Uniting Church
which recently celebrated its
centenary. In one of his several
published histories, Jim Gibson
had written about Maurice

and we are grateful to be able
to publish Jim’s synopsis of
the E M Little story, written
specifically for publication

here. Chronologically the

next founder or shaper was
Harry Dalziel VC who was a
member of our sub-branch

and has given his name to
Sherwood Indooroopilly RSL
Sub-branch’s headquarters

at Corinda. A synopsis of his
story is published here, based
on a prodigious amount of work
undertaken by Harry’s son
David in creating a web-site in
commemoration of his famous
father. Last in time were
Colonel Doctor David Gifford
Croll CBE VD MB ChM and
Sister Marion Winifred Croll
AANS whose bequest to the
sub-branch in the 1950s helped
to set up our sub-branch to

be the strong supporter of the
community and veteran welfare
that it is today and as it will be
into the future. As well as his
military service in two world
wars, Dr Croll also had a major
medical impact in Brisbane.
The story published here is
based on material authored

by Major General (Retired)
Professor John Pearn AO RFD,
former Surgeon General of the
Australian Defence Force.

Our grateful thanks go first to
those already mentioned —
Jim Gibson, lan Lang, David

Dalziel, John Pearn, Beulah
Cox and Peter Crossman.

We express gratitude to each
of the mentoring teachers in
the participating schools who,
with patience and persistence,
organised, supervised and
coached their participating
students. Generally they
selected students who they
felt had the capacity to be
‘stretched’. And we are
grateful, of course, to the
student researchers, nearly all
of whose names are shown in
the index. Ron Auman, RSL
sub-branch member, created
the briefing materials used
initially back in 2013/14 to
brief school principals and
other representatives. These
materials were then used
throughout the project to guide
the school mentors and the
students. Marion Mackenzie of
Oxley Chelmer History Group
helped with fact checking

and general advice. Jane
Prentice, Federal Member for
Ryan, and Graham Perrett,
Federal Member for Moreton
assisted us with obtaining

the funding from the ANZAC
Centenary Project with which
we could hire a professional
editor and our thanks go to
John Reynolds, Writer for Hire,
in this regard. Our strongest
gratitude is owed to Brian
Wade AM, MSM(RSL), RSL
sub-branch member and sub-
branch webmaster who, for
five years, carried the load of
putting up school stories on
the sub-branch website as they
came in and then keeping their
maintenance up to date.

Graeme Loughton, AM, DSM, CPA
October 2018
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Soldiers of the Sherwood Indooroopilly World War One Memorials

Bakey, John Frederick.................... 10
Bardwell, Harold William McGavin . 12
Berry, Roy Morley ........ccccccceveunnneen. 16

Bourke, William Michael Sylvester . 18

Boyle, John James ..........ccccuvveeee. 22
Bradley, William John .................... 24
Bradman, Victor Percy Bennett ...... 25
Brydon, Kenneth............................. 27
Burns, Alexander ..............cccccene 29
Cannan, Douglas Hermann............ 32
Cook, George Frederick ................ 34
Cooling, William Henry ................... 35
Cooling, William Henry ................... 37
Cooling, William Henry ................... 42
Coupland, Charles George............. 45
Crock, W (no records found) ..............
Davidson, Eric Russell ................... 46
Davidson, Percy ........cccoocvvvevncnnen. 47
Dodd, Alfred Searle ............cccee....... 49
Douglas, Alfred Lionel..................... 50
Dunn, William KnoX...........ccccceeeee. 51
Dunsdon, Charles Edward.............. 52
Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 54
Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 55
Elliot, Thomas William .................... 57
Enright, Michael...........ccccccoinnnnnn. 58
Enright, Michael.............................. 61
Fielding, John Howard................... 64
Fielding, Robert Alfred.................... 68
Fisher, Joseph William................... 71
Foott, Arthur Patrick............cccc........ 72
Gibbings, Alfred John ..................... 75

Alphabetical Listing

Gregory, Ernest George ................ 76
Gregory, George .......ccccoeceeeeeaunennn. 77
Griffin, William ..o, 78
Guthrie, John Marsland .................. 79
Guthrie, John Marsland................... 83
Hagger, Sidney Edwin..................... 87
Hall, David ........ccccooviiiiiiiiciee, 89
Haymen, Frank Granville................ 90
Hays, John William ..........ccccceeeennnn. 92
Hemming, Victor Charles................ 94
Hinton, Herbert Gerald ................... 96
Hodge, Harold Frederick ................ 97
Homer, Harry Raymond.................. 98
Homer, Herbert William .................. 99
Jones, Oscar Harold..................... 100
Jones, Oscar Harold..................... 101
Jones, Trevor Warwick ................. 102
Keid, Bennet Wallter...................... 103
Keid, Edward Alexander............... 105
Keid, William.........cccocvviiiienennns 107
Keid, William........cccooviiiiiiiins 109
Kerwin, Walter Edward ................. 113
Lahey, Noel Alaric.........ccccceeevvinnns 116
Larkin, John.........cccccovieeiiiiinnnn. 117
Lidgard, JacK .........cceccvvvveviieeninnns 118
Lyell, John ..o 121
Lyon, Charles Herbert Scott ......... 124
Macarthur, Ronald Edward........... 128
McDonald, Stanley Angus ............ 129
Mitchell, Robert George................ 130
Munro, Colin Cameron. ................. 131
Munro, Keith RoSS .........cevvvevnnnenn. 132

Nevill, Joseph Harold.................... 136
Parker, James Albert .................... 137
Price, Richard James ................... 139
Radcliffe, Alan Arthur................... 140
Radcliffe, Leslie Caldwell.............. 143
Raff, Kenneth........ccoooeeeeeeeeeeeennnn. 145
Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers......... 147
Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers......... 148
Reynolds, Paul .........ccccccoevvnnnnen. 149
Robertson, Francis James Kearsey ...
...................................................... 152
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 154
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 156
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 158
Schlumpf, Albert ...........cccoeeeeeen. 160
Sinclair, Donald Bruce John ......... 161
Sinnamon, Leslie...........ccccoeeeeennn. 162
Sowden, Ronald Alexander.......... 164
Steele, Robert Stewart ................. 165
Strong, Herbert James ................. 168
Sullivan, George ........cccoevvevveenenen. 173
Sutton, Charles Arthur.................. 174
Taylor, Kenneth Robert................. 178
Tolley, Thomas Henry ..................... 180
Townson, George Henry............... 181
Townson, Stanley Joseph............. 182
Webb, Norman Reginald .............. 184
Webster, Alfred ..........cccevvveveeenan. 185
Webster, Douglas Lennox ............ 188
Wilson, Myrtle Elizabeth ............... 189
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Soldiers of the Sherwood Indooroopilly World War One Memorials
School Listing (researched by)

Ambrose Treacy College

Bakey, John Frederick.................... 10
(Lachlan Tonkin)

Brydon, Kenneth............................. 27
(Rachelle Garton)

Coupland, Charles George............. 45
(Thomas Brannigan)

Nevill, Joseph Harold.................... 136

(Oliver Hewett)

Brigidine College

Haymen, Frank Granville 90
(Eloise Saunders - main contributor)

Hays, John William...............cc.eee... 92
(Taylor Trinder, main contributor)

Hemming, Victor Charles 94
(Brooke Carney - main contributor)

Parker, James Albert ................... 137
(Olivia Noller, main contributor)

Robertson, Francis James Kearsey. 152
(Social Science Department)

Taylor, Kenneth Robert................. 178
(Tara Brown - main contributor)

Christ the King Primary
School

Hodge, Harold Frederick ................ 97
(Hannah Poulsen and Zoe McElwaine)
Macarthur, Ronald Edward........... 128

(Tiana Ebzery)

Sullivan, George.........ccccvveeeeeenn. 173
(Grace Bamford)

Corinda State School

Lahey, Noel Alaric.........ccccceeevinnee 116
(Rod Iffinger)
Schlumpf, Albert ...........ccccceeeeenn. 160

(Rod Iffinger)

Sowden, Ronald Alexander .......... 164
(Rod Iffinger)

Tolley, Thomas Henry ..................... 180
(Rod Iffinger)

Corinda State High School

Cooling, William Henry ................... 35
(Rosy Pham)

Cooling, William Henry ................. 37
(Didi Mulligan and Jamie)

Cooling, William Henry ................... 42
(Lili Lamont)

Enright, Michael...........c...cccoonnnnen. 58
(Regime Gray and Erin Boyle)
Fielding, John Howard.................... 64
(Cathy, Eva, Alex & Jack)

Fielding, Robert Alfred..................... 68
(Trinity and Grace)

Fisher, Joseph William.................... 71
(Jemima, Hannah and Gryphon)
Foott, Arthur Patrick........................ 72
(Vy and Maryam)

Guthrie, John Marsland .................. 79
(Lily Chau)

Guthrie, John Marsland................... 83
(Tiana O’Rourke)

Hagger, Sidney Edwin .................... 87
(Caitlin Vy Rosie)

Keid, William.........cccoceeiiieeennen. 109
(Mia Starkey)

Kerwin, Walter Edward.................. 113
(Mariana and Kayla)

Lyell, John ... 121
(Jackson and Adam)

Lyon, Charles Herbert Scott ......... 124

(Susi, Rhiann and Leo)

Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 156
(Matilda Khuc)

Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 154
(Amy Tran)
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 158
(J Blahout)
Sinnamon, Leslie...........cooevvvnnnn... 162

(Brynn Belcastro)

Steele, Robert Stewart ................. 165
(Daniel & Jimmy)

Strong, Herbert James ................. 168
(Emma and Hannah)

Sutton, Charles Arthur.................. 174
(Jasmine, Jessiah and Caitlyn)
Webster, Alfred ........cccoovveeeee. 185
(Sonny Thau)

Graceville State School

Berry, Roy Morley .........ccccccevviinnnnne. 16
(Dylan Conley and Noah Lynch)
Keid, Edward Alexander ............... 105

Holy Family School

Gregory, George ........ccceeeeueeeeaneenn. 77
(Year 6)
Homer, Harry Raymond.................. 98
(Year 6)
Jones, Oscar Harold..................... 101
(Year 6)

Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers 148
(Year 6)

Indooroopilly State School

Bradley, William John ..................... 24
(Abby Adams and Charlie Renton)

Davidson, Eric Russell ................... 46
(Jude Murray)

Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 55
(Will Morries and Fletcher Hodgson)
Homer, Herbert William .................. 99
(Naina Sharma and Justin Lowe)
McDonald, Stanley Angus ............ 129

(Wojciech Rozanski)

Sinclair, Donald Bruce John ......... 161
(Mitchell Owen)
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Indooroopilly State High School

Bardwell, Harold William McGavin .12
(Edward Chou, Bianca Nolasco and
Homa Heidari)

Boyle, John James ..........cccceuvveee. 22
(Santi Chou, Yi-Jen Su and Annabella
Mouat)

McDonald, Stanley Angus ............ 129
(Wojciech Rozanski)

Webb, Norman Reginald .............. 184
(ISHS students)

Oxley State School

Mitchell, Robert George 130
(Peta McLeod)

Price, Richard James ................... 139
(Patrick Bock)

Webster, Douglas Lennox ............ 188
(Annie and Asal)

Sherwood State School

Cook, George Frederick ................ 34
(Madeleine and Kyah)

Douglas, Alfred Lionel..................... 50
(Holli and Grace)

Griffin, William ..o 78
(Morran and Lucy)

Hall, David .......ccccoeviiieiiiiieeeee, 89
(Helia Heidari and Miyuli
Weerasekara)

Jones, Oscar Harold..................... 100

(Ellie-Grace Jack and Frances
Galafrio)

Keid, William.........cccocoeiiiiiiae. 107
(Alice Donaghey and Haley Harris)
Radcliffe, Alan Arthur.................... 140
(Kevin Alcock, RSL member)
Radcliffe, Leslie Caldwell.............. 143
(Kevin Alcock, RSL member)

Raff, Kenneth............cccooiiinnn, 145

(Juliet and Zoe)

Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers......... 147
(Charlotte Boothey and Harper
Simons)

St Aidan’s Anglican Girls’
School

Cannan, Douglas Hermann............ 32
(Aeshlein Ralston and Lilyan Sullivan)
Lidgard, JacK ..........ccecvvveevieeeninnns 118

(Kevin Alcock, RSL member)

Townson, George Henry............... 181
(Isobel Taylor and Kate Dunne)

Townson, Stanley Joseph............. 182
(Isobel Taylor and Kate Dunne)
Wilson, Myrtle Elizabeth............... 189

(Isobel Taylor and Kate Dunne)

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School

Bradman, Victor Percy Bennett...... 25
(Tabitha Holland, Eliza Roy, Daniel
Ebzery & Ella Phipps)

Bourke, William Michael Sylvester . 18
(Lily Ji, Lilly Joliffe, Kate Wells, Sonia
Dejonge and Jenna Boxall)

Dodd, Alfred Searle ........................ 49
(5 Green)

Dunn, William KnoX......cccoevvveueeeen.. 51
(Year 5 Gold)

Dunsdon, Charles Edward.............. 52

(Jessica Bailey, Alesha Pham and
Gabby Gakindi)

Enright, Michael...........c...cccoonnnnen. 61
(Janesh Shanmagargiah, Brebdan
Nguyen, Justin Hall, Gabrielle
Gahindi, Sienna Dejonge and Joseph
O’Neale)

Gibbings, Alfred John ..................... 75
(Allana Wessling, Ellie Durnford, Tom
Carr and Abbey Robinson)

Hinton, Herbert Gerald ................... 96
(5 Gold)

Jones, Trevor Warwick ................. 102
(Year 5 Green)

Keid, Bennet Walter...................... 103
(Peter Pattison, RSL member)
Radcliffe, Leslie Caldwell.............. 143

(Piper Chapman, Annabelle Duce,
Rory Ebzery and Tara Bui)

St Peter’s Lutheran College

Burns, Alexander...........cccceeeeeeen. 29
(Carle Poole, Olivia Smith, Anneliese
Dean, Ella Riddell, Emilie Chenoweth,
Maia Tighe-Watt, Sasha Kuchavo,
Marcus Rozenburg, Lachlan Mather,
Dominique Gough, Kayla Edwards-
Hopper)

Davidson, Percy .......ccccccevvinnnennn. 47
(Year 9 SOSE Class)

Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 54
(Matt Cujes)

Elliot, Thomas William .................... 57
(Laura Burnes)

Gregory, Ernest George ................ 76
(Sophie and Marram Barter)

Larkin, John......cooovvmeeiieeee, 117
(Year 9 SOSE)

Munro, Keith ROSS .......cccvevvevvnnnnnn 132

(Carle Poole, Olivia Smith, Anneliese
Dean, Ella Riddell, Emilie Chenoweth
and Maia Tigh-Watt)

Munro, Colin Cameron ................. 131
(Carle Poole, Olivia Smith, Anneliese
Dean, Ella Riddell, Emilie Chenoweth
and Maia Tigh-Watt)

Reynolds, Paul ...........cccceeeennnnee 149
(Year 9 SOSE)
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Soldiers of the Sherwood Indooroopilly World War One Memorials

Bannerman Park, Oxley,
Memorial

Bourke, William Michael Sylvester. 18

Fisher, Joseph William................... 71
Gibbings, Alfred John .................... 75
Hagger, Sidney Edwin..................... 87
Mitchell, Robert George................ 130
Price, Richard James ................... 139
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 154
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 156
Rowlands, Thomas Llewelyn........ 158
Sinnamon, Leslie............cccevvvun.. 162
Townson, George Henry............... 181
Townson, Stanley Joseph............. 182
Webster, Alfred ...........ooovvvvvveenene. 185
Webster, Douglas Lennox ............ 188

Graceville Memorial

Berry, Roy Morley ........ccccccoovvunnnnenn. 16
Bradman, Victor Percy Bennett ...... 25
Cannan, Douglas Hermann............ 32
Cook, George Frederick ................ 34
Cooling, William Henry ................... 35
Cooling, William Henry ................... 37
Cooling, William Henry ................... 42
Dodd, Alfred Searle ...........ccccc....... 49
Douglas, Alfred Lionel..................... 50
Dunn, William Knox........................ 51
Dunsdon, Charles Edward.............. 52
Enright, Michael...........cccccconnnnnnn. 58
Enright, Michael...........ccccccoovien. 61
Fielding, John Howard................... 64
Fielding, Robert Alfred..................... 68
Foott, Arthur Patrick........................ 72
Griffin, William ........ccccoooveeeeeene. 78
Guthrie, John Marsland .................. 79

Memorial Listing

Guthrie, John Marsland................... 83
Hall, David ..o, 89
Hinton, Herbert Gerald ................... 96
Hodge, Harold Frederick ................ 97
Jones, Oscar Harold...................... 100
Jones, Oscar Harold...................... 101
Jones, Trevor Warwick ................. 102
Keid, Bennet Wallter...................... 103
Keid, Edward Alexander-............... 105
Keid, William ... 107
Keid, William.........cccoceiiviiiiennnns 109
Kerwin, Walter Edward.................. 113
Lahey, Noel Alaric.........cccccceevvnnnne 116
Lidgard, JacK ..........ccecvvveevieeeniinnns 118
Lyell, John ....ooovviieiiiiiiiiiieee 121
Lyon, Charles Herbert Scott ......... 124
Macarthur, Ronald Edward........... 128
Radcliffe, Alan Arthur.................... 140
Radcliffe, Leslie Caldwell.............. 143
Raff, Kenneth........ccoooeeeeieeeeeeeennnn. 145

Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers......... 147
Ranken, Dudleigh Chalmers......... 148

Schlumpf, Albert ..o 160
Sowden, Ronald Alexander .......... 164
Steele, Robert Stewart ................. 165
Strong, Herbert James ................. 168
Sullivan, George ........cccovveveeenenen. 173
Sutton, Charles Arthur.................. 174
Tolley, Thomas Henry ..................... 180
Wilson, Myrtle Elizabeth ............... 189

Keating Park, Indooroopilly,
Memorial

Bakey, John Frederick.................... 10
Bardwell, Harold William McGavin .12
Boyle, John James ..............occuveeee. 22

Bradley, William John ..................... 24
Brydon, Kenneth........ccccccooevinnenn. 27
Burns, Alexander .........ccccceevvueeenn. 29
Coupland, Charles George............. 45
Davidson, Eric Russell ................... 46
Davidson, Percy .......cccccceevvinvnnnnnn.. 47
Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 54
Elliot, Robert Ventress.................... 55
Elliot, Thomas William.................... 57
Gregory, Ernest George ................ 76
Gregory, George ........cccceeuvveeeunnnn. 77
Haymen, Frank Granville................ 90
Hays, John William......................... 92
Hemming, Victor Charles................ 94
Homer, Harry Raymond.................. 98
Homer, Herbert William .................. 99
Larkin, John .......oovvveeeiiieeeie, 117
McDonald, Stanley Angus ............ 129
Munro, Colin Cameron.................. 131
Munro, Keith ROSS .....cccvvveeeen. 132
Nevill, Joseph Harold.................... 136
Parker, James Albert .................... 137
Reynolds, Paul ..........ccceeeeeeeeeen. 149

Robertson, Francis James Kearsey 152

Sinclair, Donald Bruce John ......... 161
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John Frederick Bakey

Researched by:

Lachlan Tonkin, Ambrose Treacy College,

Year 7, 2014

John Frederick Bakey woke
up on the 7th of August 1916,
with the familiar feeling of
angst. Little did he know this
would be his last day on Earth.
Many young men went to fight
for their country all over the
world in WWI. Being 35 when
he enlisted in the Australian
Imperial Force (AlF), he
certainly wasn’t one of the
youngest. When he enlisted on
the 17th of August 1915, John
Frederick Bakey knew his life
was at risk.

John Frederick Bakey was
born on the 21st of January
1880. He was a local boy,
growing up on Waverley
Road, Taringa. Bakey was the
youngest of six brothers and
sisters: Mary, Patrick, Stephen,
Teresa, James and Edward.
Bakey’s mother was named
Annie (nee Bourke) and his
father was Stephen Bakey.

He grew up to be a plumber
and wedded Mary Alexandra
Macdonald. Their happiness
together was short lived.
Bakey’s wife Mary died in
1903, perhaps during child
birth, as the couple’s only
child, Mary Jean Bakey, was
born in the same month of
Mary’s death in 1903. It is
easy to imagine how difficult it
would have been for Bakey to
have lost his young wife and
become a single parent. Bakey

enlisted in the AlF on the17th
of August 1915 at the age

of 35 years and 8 months.
Bakey was given the rank of
Private and the service number
3694. Bakey was quite small
at 59 kg and 5 ft. 4 7z inches.
He joined the 15th Battalion,
12th Reinforcement. John
Frederick Bakey embarked on
his journey upon the H.M.A.T.
Suffolk on the 23rd of August
1915. He arrived at Tel-el-kebir
in Egypt where he trained with
his battalion. On the 7th of
March 1916 he was transferred
to the 47th Battalion AIF. The
47th Battalion was raised in
Egypt on the 24th of February
1916 as part of the “doubling”
of the AIF.

Approximately half of its new
recruits were Gallipoli veterans
from the 15th Battalion,

and the other half, fresh
reinforcements from Australia,
just like John Frederick Bakey.
Reflecting the composition of
the 15th, the new battalion
was comprised mostly of

men recruited in Queensland
and Tasmania. The new
battalion was incorporated
into the 12th Brigade of the
Australian Division. Towards
the end of March 1916, not
long after being taken on
strength to the 47th Battalion,
Bakey contracted meningitis
and was transported to the

No.2 Australian Stationary
Hospital. On the 2nd of April he
was discharged from hospital
back to duty. Exactly two
months later in June, Bakey
joined the British Expeditionary
Force (B.E.F.) in Alexandria
and seven days later he
disembarked in Marseilles,
France.

Arriving in France on the 9th of
June 1916, the 47th Battalion
entered the trenches of the
Western Front for the first

time on the 3rd of July where

it participated in its first major
battle at Poziéres. It is believed
Bakey was a part of this

battle. Initially, the battalion
provided working parties during
the 2nd Division’s attack on

the 4th August, and then, with
its own division, defended the
ground that had been captured.
The 47th endured two stints in
the heavily-contested trenches
of Poziéres, as well as a period
in reserve.

Bakey was listed Missing in
Action on the 7th of August
1916 until it was later
discovered that he was killed in
action.
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Bakey — name Fred | think — and Forbes — name Peter- were in my platoon
XI. On Aug 7" my platoon and another went up in the early morning to
reinforce the 48" to the left of the windmill at Pozieres. We came out late in
the afternoon when the 48" was relieved, and it was when we were coming
out that Bakey and Forbes volunteered to carry out a wounded man. They
went along the trench to get a stretcher, and nothing more was seen of
them. There were shells going, and they might have been buried. | think we
were relieved by two of our own companies.
Inf: Sgt. A. Waldock. 4611. C.XI.
Ho. 14 General.
BOULOGNE. 8.6.17.

Nearly one year after Bakey
enlisted in the AlF his time on
Earth was up. This brave soldier
died in France while taking part
in the battle of Pozieres. Bakey
is buried in Department de la
Somme, Picardie, France. During

his time of service Bakey was
awarded three medals: British Star
medal, British War medal, and

the Victory medal. John Frederick
Bakey is remembered on panel
146 in the Commemorative Area of
the Australian War Memorial.

For more, see Indooroopilly War Memorial history on page 244.
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Harold William McGavin

Bardwell

4th squadron/ 41st Australian Infantry Battalion
Written by Edward Chou, Bianca Nolasco and
Homa Heidari, Indooroopilly State High School

The obelisk built at Keating
Park, Indooroopilly, is a
monument to commemorate
the utmost sacrifice made by
our ‘Fallen Heroes’ who fought
in World War One and died
as a result. Private Harold
William McGavin Bardwell —
born in Brisbane, Queensland
at Wilson Street, Taringa on
the 11th of March 1900 — is
amongst these honoured
soldiers.

Bardwell, like many others,
enlisted in the army when

he was still underaged at 16
years and three months old,
meaning that he was one year
and nine months younger than
the required age for a military
enlistment. He was the son of
Fredrick James Bardwell and
Elizabeth Cluff Chep Bardwell.

As he was only 16 when he
enlisted into the army, Harold
William Bardwell was single.
His original occupation before
becoming a participant of war
was a draper’s assistant; a
draper was a term of a retailer
or a wholesaler of cloth, mainly
fabrics. His first and final rank
was private.

Harold William Bardwell’s
place of association (a

group of people who share

a common purpose or
interest) was Wilson Street,
Taringa, Brisbane, Australia.
His approximate height was
five feet six inches (around
167.64 centimetres or 1.6764
metres) and his weight was
estimated to be around 232
pounds (105.233 kilograms).
His chest measurement was
said to be 234.34 inches. His
recalled appearance was his
dark complexion and he was
brown-eyed. His other physical
features remained unknown.
Harold William Bardwell’s
religion was Christianity
because he was baptised at a
young age.

Apart from his mother and
father, his family consisted
of his older sister Muriel
Edith May Bardwell, younger
sister Daisy Nellie Bardwell
and younger brother Walter

Memorial at Keating Park, Indooroopilly

Howard Bardwell. He was
known to have an indirect

kin called Richard Lord, who
married his oldest sister and
became his brother-in-law.
Harold Williams McGavin
Bardwell’'s grandfather William
Henry Bardwell and great
grandparents William Bardwell
and Mary Impey immigrated
to Australia from London,
England, on the 10th of April
1849, arriving at Port Philip
Bay.

His father was a commercial
traveller who was born on the
8th of August 1869. He married
Bardwell’'s mother at the age of
28 and he passed away on the
18th of December 1957, aged
88. Bardwell's mother was
born on the 20th of December
1876 in Queensland, Australia.
She married Fredrick James
Bardwell at the age of 21 and
died in 1912. Harold Bardwell’s
older sister was born on the
23rd of February 1898. She
married in 1944 at an age of
46 and died on the 21st of
January 1980 at the age of 81.

His younger sister was born on
the 3rd of November 1901 and
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passed away in August of 1998
at an age of 81. Harold William
Bardwell also had several
relatives such as his paternal
aunties, paternal uncles and
paternal cousins. The definition
of paternal is ‘of a father’,
meaning they are relatives
from his father’s side. On

the other hand, the definition
of maternal is ‘of a mother’,
hence they are relatives from
his mother’s side.

His paternal grandfather’s
name was William Henry
Bardwell who was a tailor born
in 1836 and who died in 1922.
His paternal grandmother was
Harriet Drummond who was
born in 1843 and died in 1871.
His paternal great grandfather
was named William Bardwell.
He was also a tailor who

lived from 1810 to 1902. His
paternal great-grandmother
was Mary Impey, who was born
in London and lived from 1810
to 1912.

e FF S T x|
Battle of Messines 7" June 1917

His maternal grandfather was
Matthew James Reid McGavin,
who was born in Scotland

in 1846 and died in 1922 at

an age of 76. His maternal
grandmother was Helen
McLaren who was Australian-
born and lived from 1850 to
1931. His oldest auntie, Anne
Bardwell, who was born in
Victoria in 1861 and died in
1888 at a relatively young

age of 27. His cousin was
George Bardwell, who was
born in Victoria, and suffered a
premature death when he was
one year old. His second oldest
aunt was Mary Bardwell who
died prematurely at the age of
three.

His youngest auntie was
Elizabeth Bardwell who was
born in Victoria and lived from
1867 to 1869. His oldest uncle,
William Robert Bardwell, was
also a Victoria-born baby who
died prematurely at the age of
four. His youngest uncle was
Robert Henry Bardwell; he

lived from 1871 to 1946, when
he died aged 75.

Harold William Bardwell
enlisted on the 26th of June
1916 at present day Brookside
Shopping Centre and Mt. Maria
College, which were previously
the Bell's Paddock Camp of
the Army Training Camp at
Enoggera. Enoggera is a north-
western suburb located six
kilometres from the Brisbane
CBD. Bardwell received a
primary education at Leichhardt
Street State School and served
in Senior Cadets Area 5A,
which was a component of

the Universal Service Scheme
from 1911 to 1929, introduced
by Prime Minister Alfred
Deakin. This was a compulsory
military training, enforced

as a legislation to train boys
aged 14 to 18 under the
Senior Cadets where Bardwell
once served. With a service
number of 2275, he was later
assigned by the military officer
to participate as member of
the Army Force (Australian
Imperial Force) under the

4th Squadron of the 41th
Australian Infantry Battalion,
which formed the 11th Brigade
of the Australian 3rd Division.

The battalion’s insignia is

a black-over-blue elliptical
shape, designed for easier
recognition amongst the

Allied forces. After receiving
fundamental combat training in
Australia, Bardwell embarked
on H.M.A.T Boonah A36 on the
21st of October 1916. Arriving
at Plymouth, Devonshire,
England on the 10th of
January 1917, the battalion

— including Bardwell — was
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H.M.A. T A36 Boona.h

transported via Folkestone,
Kent Shire, Southeast England
on the 3rd of May 1917 to

Le Havre in France where

it launched its first offensive
at the Battle of Messines in
Belgium. Its further military
training after withdrawal from
this battle had foreseen the
battalion to engage in the
Battle of Broodseinde and
Passchedaele on the 4th and
12th of October 1917.

Further, at the start of August,
the battalion suffered from
what is now called the darkest
moment of the “Eighteen
Days” at the frontline of
Warneton, northern France.

41t Battalion insignia

Joining the defence of the
railway key of Amiens from
the German Spring Offensive
in March 1918, the battalion
was resting in France
beforehand. The assailment
of the Hindenburg Line along
the St Quentin Canal from

the 28th of September to the
2nd of October 1918 ended
the unit’s fighting history as
the battalion was rotated to

a rest when the Armistice

was signed on the 11th of
November 1918. The unit was
dismissed in May 1919. The
Battle of Messines at Belgium
was where Bardwell died in
the No. 2 Casualty Clearing
Station in the field on the 7th
of June 1917, the first day of
the Messines Battle, aged 17.
The multiple critical gunshot
wounds that he previously
received in action on the 5th of
June 2017 killed him two days
later.

Harold William Bardwell
received a total of three
medals throughout his life,
including a 1914/1915 Star

Medal, British War Medal

No. 50283 and Victory Medal
No. 9726. After his death,

he was commemorated by
the Australian War Memorial
on the Roll of Honour. The
1914/1915 Star Medal is
granted from the British
Empire and awarded to
officers and men of British and
Imperial Forces who served in
any theatre of the First World
War against the Triple Alliance.
British War Medal No. 50283
is a campaign medal of the
United Kingdom awarded to
officers and soldiers of British
and Imperial Forces who
served in World War One. The
Victory medals were awarded
to all who served in the armed
forces during the First World
War, citizens who worked in
military-related services and
also civilians who served in
military hospitals. Lastly the
Roll of Honour records and
commemorates members of
the Australian army who had
died during or as a result of
war service.

Location of Harold William Bardwell’s
memorial in the Australian War Memorial
shown by the red poppy
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From left to right: 1914/1915 Star Medal; British War Medal; Victory Medal

Harold William Bardwell died
on the battlefield when he
was only 17 years and three
months old, so it was certain
no will was drafted and left

at the time of his death. He
was buried at Trois Arbres
Cemetery, Steenwerck, Nord,
Lille prefecture, France. The
location of his burial was at

Plot 1, Row N, Grave 15.
Harold William Bardwell’s
name is also featured at panel
133 of the Australian War
Memorial's Commemorative
Area, shown by the image
below with a poppy pinpointing
the exact location of his
memorial.

Private Harold William
Bardwell’s ultimate contribution
to the ending of World War
One is a priceless asset

left behind by this intrepid,
laudable Australian soldier in
which we must cherish as we
continue to make world peace
prevail. Lest we forget.
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Roy Morley Berry

Researched by: Dylan Conley and Noah
Lynch, Graceville State School, Year 6, 2015

Service Number unknown
2nd Lieutenant R.M. Berry

25th Australian Infantry
Battalion

Roy Morley Berry’s name
appears on the Graceville War
Memorial which was originally
erected to commemorate the
servicemen and servicewomen
of the Sherwood Shire who
served in World War One. ltis
located in Memorial Park on
Oxley Road in Graceville.

Roy Morley Berry was the son
of William Kinkead and Annie
Marie Berry, however there is
no record of a birth certificate,
so therefore there is no definite
date of birth. There is a record
of an older sister, Miss lvy Iris
Berry. And apparently Roy was
one of three sons (according
to the local newspaper). The
family lived in a house named
‘Cooroora’ on Berry Street in
Sherwood.

Roy attended Sherwood State
School, which was established
in 1867 and is one of the oldest
schools in the state. He was
part of the Anglican Church
parish at Sherwood.

Roy Morley Berry enlisted with
the army for war service in
Brisbane on the 9th of October
1915. He was assigned to

the 25th infantry battalion

as the 15th Reinforcement
within the Australian Imperial

Force. He enlisted and

was commissioned as a

2nd Lieutenant. Roy was 28
years and 7 months old when
he joined. His task within the
army as a 2nd Lieutenant
would be to lead — as any
upper management or
executive would in civilian

life. His current occupation at
the time was stated as being a
clerk, and there is evidence to
suggest he worked within the
Queensland Railways.

During the Great War, Australia
was divided into military
districts for the purpose

of recruiting soldiers and
administration. Each military
district was given a number
from 1 to 6. The battalions
were established within
these six military districts, so
the members of a battalion
came from a particular state
in Australia. In the case of
Lieutenant Berry, he was in
the 1st division, 25th infantry
battalion, which was set up
at Enoggera in Queensland
in March 1915 as part of the
7th Brigade. This infantry
battalion was sent as the
15th Reinforcement to aid
the Australians and New
Zealanders who were in short

supply.
Roy left Brisbane on the 7th

of September 1916 upon the
ship HMAT Clan McGillivray

A46. This ship had been
leased to the Commonwealth
from a company in Glasgow. It
was converted in Sydney from
a passenger ship that sailed
between Britain and Bombay,
to a transportation ship to carry
troops and medical officers.

2nd Lieutenant Berry served
for the Imperial Force at Le
Sars, near Bapaume on the
Somme Front. In this role Berry
would have been responsible
for a platoon of around 30
soldiers. There is some conflict
in Roy Berry’s eventual rank. It
is possible he was promoted
during his service in the war as
his rank is different on certain
documents. All Australian War
Memorial records including

the roll of honour, state Berry
had the rank of Lieutenant
however, on the Graceville
Memorial stone it shows Berry
as 2nd Lieutenant.

According to personal witness
accounts, Roy was a ‘very fine
officer’ and ‘much liked.” They
described him as ‘a tall dark
man’ who was ‘always clean
shaven.’ These witness
accounts given by fellow
soldiers in Berry’s battalion,
also describe Roy’s final
movements. It seems Roy
was performing trench duty

in the afternoon when he was
killed. A shell burst on top of
the parapet and caused horrific
head injuries. Lieutenant Berry
was killed almost instantly. It
was the 7th of February 1917;
he was 29 years old.

Berry was buried there at

the Le Sars village, near
Warlencourt and a little wooden
cross with his name was
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placed upon it. His body was
later moved and buried at the
Adanac Military Cemetery in
Miraumont, Peronne, in the
Picardie region of France.

Sadly, there was a personal
notice in the Brisbane Courier
newspaper not long after on
Thursday the 1st of March
1917 to inform everyone from
his local area that Lieutenant
Berry had been killed in action
in France.

It was also not uncommon for
many families who had lost a
son in the war to arrange for a
memorial tablet to be placed
on the family gravesite. This is
the case for Roy Berry. There
is an engraving on a headstone
in the Anglican Cemetery at
Sherwood. The headstone
identifies a burial plot for
Norman Berry, who died at
age 19. According to the death
notices in “The Queenslander’
on Saturday the 29th of August
1908 Norman died at his family
home and acknowledged him
as the third son of Mr and Mrs
W.K. Berry. So it is assumed

that he is the younger brother
of Roy Berry.

Lieutenant Berry received two
medals for his service. They
were the British War Medal and
a Victory Medal.

The British War Medal was
awarded to those soldiers

who were required to leave
their native shore (that is
Australia) while on service. The
medal is silver and circular. A
shortened bust of King George
V is on the front, while there

is a depiction of Saint George
on the reverse. There is a
straight clasp carrying a silk
ribbon. This has a central band
of golden yellow with three
stripes of white, black and blue
on both sides. The blue stripes
come at the edges. Lieutenant
Berry’s regiment and number
was inscribed around the rim.

The Victory Medal was
awarded to all those who
entered a place of war between
the 5th of August 1914 and the
11th of November 1918. It was
to commemorate the victory of

the Allied Forces. Each of the
Allied Nations issued a ‘Victory
Medal’ to their own nationals —
Australians were awarded the
medal issued by Great Britain.

The medal is bronze, with a
winged figure of Victory on

the front. The reverse has

the words ‘The Great War for
Civilisation’, all surrounded by
a laurel wreath. The ribbon has
a ‘two rainbow’ design, with the
violet from each rainbow on the
outside edges moving through
to a central red stripe where
both rainbows meet.

There is a wallet belonging

to Lieutenant Berry and also
some personal letters he
wrote to his mother, stored

in a special collection at the
Australian War Memorial that
can be viewed by the public if
they choose to do so.

Roy Morley Berry’s name is
also located at panel 103 in the
Commemorative Area at the
Australian War Memorial.

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191.
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William Michael
Sylvester Bourke
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John James Boyle

2nd Light Horse Regiment
Researched by Santi Chou, Yi-dJen Su and

Annabella Mouat,

Indooroopilly State High School, Year 9, 2018

John James Boyle enlisted
to serve in WWI on the 9th of
February 1915. He was born
in 1893 and was a resident of
Indooroopilly with his siblings
and parents. He spent some
time in the army, but he didn’t
survive the war. In World War
One, more than 10 million
soldiers died. Some soldiers
were buried in their home
country but, unfortunately,
John was not one of them who
would be repatriated to his
country.

John was born in Bowen Hills,
Brisbane, Queensland, to his
father, Francis Boyle, and
mother, Catherine O’Laughlin.
He had seven siblings,
however, two of his brothers
(Isaac and William) died
before he was born. Five more
siblings were born after John,
totalling three sisters and 10

brothers. John lived on Moggill
Road, Indooroopilly.

As a child, he attended St
James State School. He
joined the 2nd Light Horse
Regiment, which was created
in September of 1914. This
regiment had moved overseas
during the war and fought
against the forces of the
Ottoman Empire in Egypt,
Palestine and Jordan. John
served here for nearly two
years. His next of kin was his
mother, Catherine, who still
lived back on Moggil Road.

World War One started on
the 28th of July 1914 after the

(Editor’s note. Two slightly differing service papers for John Boyle)

assassination of Archduke
Franz Ferdinand of Austria. This
assassination led to Austria-
Hungary declaring war on
Serbia and this war began to
expand to all those involved in
the mutual defence alliances.
John joined the war and his
service number for the army
was 1083 and his rank was
Trooper which lasted for almost
two years on the battlefield.

He embarked on HMAT
Shropshire A9 and joined the
combat in Egypt, the Sinai
and Palestine Campaign
which is part of the Middle
Eastern theatre of World War
One. The 2nd Light Horse
Regiment sailed from Brisbane
on the 25th of September and
finally disembarked in Egypt
on the 9th of December. All
the Australian soldiers had
been trained before the actual
combat, which included Boyle.
However, the training didn’t
decrease the death of soldiers
on the battlefield. During
World War One. About 15,600
Australian soldiers survived
the war, however, John was
not one of them who would

be this fortunate. By the 12th
of January 1917, he had died
on the battlefield due to a
serious wound. He was only
23 (almost 24) years old when
he died. After his death, he
was buried in Kantara War
Memorial Cemetery in Egypt.

Although he didn’t gain any
medals for his contribution
to the war, we still thank him
for his service and ultimate
sacrifice which has enabled
future generations to live in
peace and relative harmony.
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On the 11th of November 1918,
World War One ended, one
year after Trooper John James
Boyle’s ultimate sacrifice during
the conflict. The Allies had won
the war, which meant Trooper
John James Boyle’s sacrifice in
World War One wasn’t in vain.
Although he lived for only 23
years, he had an extraordinary
life compared to other people
his age.

He will always be remembered
in our heart and we appreciate
his contribution to the nation.
We use ANZAC Day to show
our appreciation to the soldiers
that paid the ultimate sacrifice
in order for future generations
to live in peace and prosperity.
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For more, see Indooroopilly War Memorial history on page 244.
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William John Bradley

Researched by:
Abbey Adams and Charlie Renton,
Indooroopilly State School, Year 6, 2017

Private William John Bradley
was reported missing on the
2nd of May 1915. His body
was later found, and it was
announced that he was killed
in action on the 25th April 1915
when he was aged 31. He was
killed in Gallipoli, Gaba Tepe,
North Western Turkey, during
the First World War. He was

buried in Vincity, Gaba Tepe, William John Bradley was born

Gallipoli. on the 9th December 1884 in S

William John Bradley’s mother, ~ Ludlow, Shropshire, England. ou.rces

Mrs Alice Bradley, received He was raised by his mother Zgﬁesg/t’ifngéndgg/v al

a letter informing her of her Alice Bradley. William John https://recordsearch.naa.gov.

son’s death. She was told Bradley attended Eveswell au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/

that she would receive more Primary School, Newport, mcgigzegjf asicSearch.aspx
information, however, three England. Bradley grew up to be . o

months later Mrs Bradley had a brick maker. At the age of 29

still not received any more he moved to Australia. He was )
information on her son’s single at the age of 30 when he For more, see Indooroopilly War
death. On the 18th of April decided to register for the 9th Memorial history on page 244.

Mrs Bradley sent a letter back Australian Infantry Battalion on
saying that she had received the 25th of August 1914.

the letter and that his effects
should be forwarded to her as
soon as possible and that the
Melbourne Defence would deal
with her direct concerning his
financial affairs, but she had
heard nothing since.

William John Bradley will forever be remembered in our
hearts and on the Roll of Honour in the Australian War
Memorial and the Indooroopilly Fallen Soldiers Plaque. He
risked his life for we Australians: to him we say thank you.
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Victor Percy Bennett
Brad IMAan service Number 5349

Researched by:

Authors: Tabitha Holland & Eliza Roy -
Year 5, St Joseph’s School, Corinda
lllustrators: Daniel Ebzery & Ella Phipps -
Year 5, St Joseph’s School, Corinda

Information gathered from
The Australian War Memorial
website & The National
Archives

Born in October 1885 in the
city of London, Victor Percy
Bradman was born to become
a soldier. Like many other
young men, Victor travelled

to Australia to live, where he
took one of the few jobs a
young man could get, work as
a painter. He lived a peaceful
life until the beginning of

WWI, when he enlisted in the
Imperial Forces on the 31st of
January 1916 at the age of 30
years & 4 months. At the time
of enlistment, he was assigned
to the 12th Infantry Battalion
Reinforcements where he was
positioned from January to
December of that year.

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials

Not long after his enlistment,
he was sent to Europe on

the SS Hawkes Bay, to join
the other young, courageous
soldiers who sought adventure
and felt the need to fight for
their country and, unfortunately,
their lives. The boat trip was
long and harsh, but Victor
managed to fight through all
the hardship of training and
travel.

Victor’s early career in the
Army, before deployment, was
not exemplary, with several
records showing a lack of
commitment to the routine of
the Army. On the 15th of July
1916 he was absent from
0950 and 1400 parades. For
his absence he was harshly
punished with seven days
confinement to quarters. Some
days later, on the 22nd of July
1916, Victor was again, absent
from four different parades and
was sentenced to detention
for 168 hrs. At the end of

the month, he was absent
without leave from the 0900
parade, and was again harshly
punished with eight days
detention.

As with all conflicts, WWI was
filled with despair and sadness,

with the loss of many brave
and courageous young men
who willingly fought many
battles to protect us today.
However, although serving
in the Imperial Forces at

the time of his death, Victor
Percy Bradman did not die in
battle or of war wounds. On
the 4th of September 1916,
when positioned in Belgium,
Victor was again sentenced to

detention for unknown reasons.

He was confined and guarded
in the hut of the 8th Company’s
Orderly Room due to shortage
of accommodation in the field.
While in detention, Private
Sorarn was ordered to watch
Victor. War records show that
Private Sorarn remembers,
‘suddenly seeing a flash as if

25
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lightning had struck the hut. | Victor was found to be the rifle  small memories of his son in
immediately lit the candle and of Private Crisp. the form of his wallet, clasp
saw Bradman (Victor) lying knife, fork and knife, six coins
on his back with a rifle lying and a ring. Although Victor’s
partially on his body’. How the service was short and, at

rifle made it into the hut is still times, troublesome, he willingly
a mystery today. However, it Belgium, not far from where served his country and is

was confirmed through witness he took his life on the 4th of honoured at the Australian War
accounts that Victor took his December 1916. His father Memorial on the exterior wall of
own life. The rifle that lay with ’ the Hall of Memory.

To this day, Private Victor
Percy Bennett Bradnam’s body
lies peacefully in the corner

of a field near Busseboom in

Thomas Bradman was left with

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191.
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Kenneth Brydon

Researched by:

Rachelle Garton - Librarian,
Ambrose Treacy College, 2014

When local boy Kenneth
Brydon was awarded his
Bachelor of Engineering
Degree in May 1916, it

would be safe to assume he
didn’t imagine that most of his
work would be on the WWI
battlefields in Europe.

Kenneth Mackenzie

Brydon was born in South
Brisbane on the 29th of
January 1893 to John and
Marianne Brydon. He was

the second youngest of six
children including Catherine,
Lizzie, John, Jean and
Leonard. Tragically, Kenneth’s
brother John died the year after
he was born. Another tragedy
to befall the Brydon family
was the death of their father in
1895, when Kenneth was just
two years old.

With five children to support,
Marianne Brydon returned to
her trade of teaching. Prior

to marrying she was a

form mistress at Brisbane
Girls’ Grammar School in 1883
and after the death of her
husband opened the South
Brisbane High School and
kindergarten, a private school
for girls. In October 1903 she
was appointed secretary and
teacher of mathematics and
science at South Brisbane
Technical College and within
three years she was promoted
to principal. Marianne Brydon

influenced many developments
in domestic science education
in her time, which is impressive
seeing as she was also a
single parent to five young
children.

Perhaps as a result of his
mother’s upbringing and
passion for education,
Brydon also received a good
education. He matriculated
from Brisbane Grammar
School in 1912 and was
awarded a Bachelor of
Engineering degree on the
10th of May 1916. His name
can be found today on the
University of Queensland
Roll of Honour, 1914-1919 -
Pro Patria Ceciderunt, in the
entrance foyer of the J.D. Story
Building at the University of
Queensland. Brydon lived
locally at “Tighnabrauich” on
Clarence Road, Indooroopilly,
most probably as a boarder.

On the 25th of July 1915, whilst
still completing his bachelor’s
degree, Brydon enlisted in

the Australian Imperial Force
(AIF), however he did not
embark for active service

until the 30th of September
1916. He departed from
Sydney on HMAT A60 Aeneas
and arrived at Plymouth on the
19th of November 1916. From
November 1916 until March
1917, Brydon appears to have
spent time in the English towns
of Brightlingsea and Tidworth,
and the village Perham
Downs. Most likely Brydon
was completing training in
these places.

On the 26th of April, after
having some leave in

March, Brydon proceeded to
France. On the 27th of April he
joined the Australian General
Base Depot at Etaples. As
men were arriving in France
they proceeded to base depots
and then to their units. They
were usually subjected to
further tests despite having left
England as fully trained. These
tests comprised of at least 10
days additional training. On
the 11th of May 1917,

Brydon finally marched out

to the 5th Division Engineers
headquarters and on the 16th
of May, joined the 5th Division
Engineers and was posted

to the 14th Field Company
Australian Engineers.

In World War One, engineers,
also known as sappers, were
essential to the running of the
war. Their responsibilities
included constructing the
lines of defence, temporary
bridges, tunnels and trenches,
observation posts, roads,
railways, communication
lines, buildings of all kinds -

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials
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including showers and bathing
facilities and other material
and mechanical solutions

to problems associated with
fighting in all theatres. During
May 1917, it appears the 14th
Field Co Australian Engineers
were constructing 213 yards of
eight foot interval single apron
fence. As well as continuing
this work, in late May they
also worked on strengthening
existing wire, erecting picket
fences, digging a deep dug
out, cleaning out a well and
erecting a wind sail to ventilate
the well. Occasionally work
had to cease due to shell

fire. In June, stationed near
Fremicourt, they continued
the Corps’ second line of
defence. At times their training
and work only took up about
four hours each day so the
men took to sports such as
football and cricket, competing
against the different units.

The 5th Divisional Engineers
arranged and carried out a
sports program with the unit
scoring the highest number

of points, winning the silver
challenge cup.

In the middle of June the
company was billeted in
Millencourt. Due to the heat
there was no serious training
between the hours of 11am
and 5pm. Two bridges were
made, assembled, marked
and dismantled and ready for
transportation. On the 20th
of June they left Millencourt
and marched to Corbie and
were billeted in the town. On
the 3rd of July the 5th
Divisional Engineers held

an aquatics carnival which
included representatives from
the 8th, 14th and 15th field
companies. During this time,
it appears illness was rife
and a number of men were
evacuated to and from hospital
at different times. On the 8th
July, Brydon was promoted
from Second Lieutenant to
Lieutenant.

They arrived at Contay

on the 28th of July and

left again on the 30th for
Ebblinghem, arriving on the
31st of July. Brydon traveled to
Blaringhem to attend a lecture
given by chemical experts on a
new German gas shell. Over
the next few months it seems
Brydon’s company worked

on constructing temporary
divisional baths - capable of
bathing 1,000 men daily as
well as permanent baths, 50
aiming rods and one tripod
frame, repaired gateways and
windows and erected barbed
wire fence around baths.

In the middle of September,
they marched from
Ebblinghem, via Hazebrouck,
to the Steenvoorde area. Here
it appears they were building
dugout and battery positions
and were much closer to

the action. On the 22nd of
September Brydon went on
furlough to the United Kingdom
and returned to his division

on the 4th of October. One
wonders if he had any sense of
the fate awaiting him later that
month.

On the 9th of October Brydon’s
company arrived at Ypres,
Belgium. The next day they
were busy laying duckboards
and splinter proof dugouts for
infantry on the reverse slops

of Westhoek Ridge. Brydon
was hit by a shell and killed at
4pm that afternoon. He was
only 24 years of age. Kenneth
Mackenzie Brydon was buried
in the Hooge Crater Cemetery
(Plot I, Row H, Grave number
7), two miles due east of Ypres.

Kenneth Brydon’s contribution
to this war is not forgotten.

He received the 1914-15

Star, British War Medal and
the Victory Medal. Kenneth'’s
name is located at Panel 23 in
the Commemorative Area at
the Australian War Memorial.

For more, see Indooroopilly War
Memorial history on page 244.
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Alexander Burns

Researched and Compiled by:

Carle Poole, Olivia Smith, Anneliese Dean,
Ella Riddell, Emilie Chenoweth,

Maia Tighe-Watt, Sasha Kuchavo,

Marcus Rozenburg, Lachlan Mather,
Dominique Gough, Kayla Edwards-Hopper
St Peters Lutheran College, 2017

Early Life

Alexander Burns (Service
Number 5237) was born in
Rosewood, Queensland on

the 11th of February 1893.

He was the fifth child born to
Scottish immigrants Helen

and James Kerr Burns.

Having been employed by the
Caledonian Railways in his
native Scotland, James Burns
was quickly engaged by the
Queensland Railways. He was
rapidly promoted from clerk to
stationmaster, serving at Albion
and Rosewood, ultimately
becoming chief traffic inspector
based at Roma Street Railway

47 Battalion A.l.F / 59t
Squadron R.A.F
11t February 1893 -
26" April 1917

‘| cannot write how it grieved
me that one like Alec so young,
and with such a career before
him could be cut off in this life
so shortly.’

Jamie Burns, Alexander’s brother in a
letter to their mother Helen Burns

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials

Headquarters. James was
also Chairman of the Railway
Institute. The Burns family
eventually grew to eight with
four daughters and two sons

- Margaret, Jessie, Helen,
James (Jamie), Alexander
(Alec) and Annie (Queenie).
Known to his family by the
nickname Alec, Alexander was
educated at Rosewood Primary
School. Having shown great

AS
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academic promise, young
Alexander’s family engaged
private tutors so that he could
fulfill his potential.

Having moved to Brisbane
following the transfer of James
Burns, from 1910 the Burns
family lived at Indooroopilly

in Lambert Road in a large
Queenslander-style home
named ‘Hazeldean'. At an
early age Alexander had
displayed great engineering
talent. While apprenticed to
the Engineering Section at the
Railway Workshops in Ipswich,
he was a member of the crew
which built the first rail motor in
Queensland.

While working at the Railway
workshops Alexander was
able to gain admittance to the
Brisbane Technical College,
studying to be a draughtsman.
Subsequently he took up a
position as draughtsman in the
Engineering Department in the
Brisbane Technical College.
Both his supervisors and work
colleagues at the Railway
Workshops and the Technical
College considered Alexander
Burns an intelligent man with a
very bright future.

War Service:

Alexander’s older brother
Jamie had enlisted in the
Australian Imperial Force on
the 19th of November 1914,
and had joined the ANZAC
forces at Gallipoli in May
1915. Alexander followed his
older brother and enlisted in
the AIF in July 1915. Given
his education Alexander was
successful in obtaining a
commission as 2nd Lieutenant,

16th Rifles, 15th Battalion,
Australian Imperial Force,
embarking from Sydney on
HMAT Star of Victoria on 31st
of March 1916 for Tel el-Kabir,
Egypt, where he arrived on
the 5th of May. After training

in Egypt, Alexander’s unit was
dispatched aboard the British
Troopship Huntspill, to join with
the British Expeditionary Force
(B.E.F) in France.

While training in Egypt,
Alexander had again come to
the attention of his superiors.
In his role as unit adjutant

(an administrative assistant

to a senior military officer) he
was clearly very efficient. As
recognised by his commanding
officer in Egypt, Brigadier-
General Stirling, who gave him
a letter of recommendation

for Lieutenant Colonel

Robert Eccles Snowden of

the A.l.LF 47th Battalion to
which Alexander was to be
attached. The letter stated
that 2nd Lieutenant Alexander
Burns was “...a very capable
organiser, carrying out his
routine orders with energy and
tact and maintaining a good
standard of discipline...” whilst
acting in the role of adjutant.
Stirling also stated that
Lieutenant Burns would do well
in any capacity.

Immediately on his arrival

in France, Alexander was
attached to the newly formed
47th Battalion. The 47th was
involved in the Somme Battles,
entering the trenches of the
Western Front for the first

time on the 3rd of July. The
battalion participated in its

first major battle at Pozieres.

Initially, the battalion provided
working parties during the 2nd
Division’s attack on the 4th of
August, and then, with its own
division, defended the ground
that had been captured. The
47th endured two stints in the
heavily-contested trenches of
Pozieres, as well as a period
in reserve. During this period
Alexander was promoted in
the field to Lieutenant (11th of
October 1916).

Alexander was in Belgium

on a period of rest from the
trenches, when he received
news of his appointment to the
Royal Flying Corps, England.
He officially transferred to the
Royal Flying Corps on the 22nd
of October 1916 and joined No
2 Royal Flying Corps School
of Instruction in Oxford on the
23rd of October 1916. While
training in England, Alec was
able to meet with his brother,
Jaime, several times. On one
occasion, they arranged to
have their photograph taken
together in uniform.

Flight-Lieutenant Alexander

Sherwood-Indooroopilly RSL Schools Centenary Project
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Burns was enlisted in the No
2 Royal Flying Corps School
of Instruction based in Oxford
on the 23rd October 1916.
Having completed all of his
pilot training and flying tests in
two months he was transferred
to the 47th Squadron, 12th
Brigade, Royal Australian
Flying Corps. He was then
further transferred to a new
advanced division of the
Royal Flying Corps which was
carrying out testing of new
aeroplanes. By April 1917, he
was flying with 59th Squadron
(RAF) at Fort Grange Airfield,
Gosport.

On the 20th of April 1917

the De Havilland IA No

1625 aeroplane Alexander
was testing crashed. After

a malfunction, the aircraft
plummeted from a height

of 4,000 feet. He was badly
injured including breaking
both his legs. Alexander lived
three hours after the accident;
he was 24 years old when he
died.

A few days prior to his death,
Alec had been to London
where he had spent time

with his brother, Jamie. On

his departure, Alec had been
happy and was considered by
Jamie to be “...in fine form...” as

he was farewelled by Jamie at
Waterloo Station. In a letter to
his parents, Jamie wrote,

‘Then he looked well, and was
so confident that | believed that
nothing would happen to him,
and that when the war is over,
the two of us together would
return to the old home.’

His coffin bearing a large
wreath from the Royal Flying
Corps was taken by gun
carriage to Ann’s Hill Cemetery,
Gosport, where he was interred
with full RFC honours. His
brother Jamie was the only
family member in attendance
and he had organised wreaths
of flowers for his parents and
each of his sisters and himself
which were laid on Alec’s
grave. After his death, Jamie
wrote,

‘Il cannot write how it grieved
me that one like Alec so young,
and with such a career before
him could be cut off in this life
so shortly.’

Lieutenant Alexander Burns
was awarded the British

War Medal and the Victory
Medal. For his achievements
and sacrifice he is honoured
at Saint Andrew’s Uniting
Church and his name is also
on the Soldiers’ and Sailors’
Monument to the Fallen at
Indooroopilly War Memorial in
Keating Park, Indooroopilly.
He is buried in Ann’s Hill
Cemetery, Gosport, United
Kingdom.

For more, see Indooroopilly War
Memorial history on page 244.
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Douglas Hermann

Cannan

Researched by: Aeshlein Ralston and
Lilyan Sullivan, St Aiden’s AGS,Yr 8, 2016

Although Major Douglas
Hermann Cannanisn’'t a
household name, we believe
he played a very significant
role in the battle of Gallipoli
with the ANZAC:s.

Major Cannan was born in
Townsville, on the 14th of April
1880 to John and Elizabeth
Cannan. He had one sibling,
James Harold Cannan who
later became a Brigadier
General during the war.

Cannan attended a state
school in Townsville before
moving to Brisbane to attend
Brisbane Grammar School
(BGS) in Year 11. During his
time at BGS he became an
aspiring sportsman as he was
involved in the Queensland

Interstate Lacrosse team.

During Douglas Hermann
Cannan’s time in Brisbane, he
and his family lived in Leswell,
Chelmer.

Later, he worked as the
secretary and manager of
the Metropolitan Fish Market
Board and was a fellow of
the Queensland Institute of
Accountants.

Douglas Hermann Cannan
was called to action during the
First World War, becoming a
Captain in the citizens Military
Forces in Brisbane from

1904 to 1912. On the 23rd of
September 1914, he was
enlisted in the 15th Battalion, D
Company.

Cannan embarked on the ship,
HMAT Ceramic A40 on the
22nd of December 1914 in
Melbourne. The ship reached
its destination, Alexandria,

on the 31st of January 1915.
Douglas was only 34 years old.
Cannan departed Alexandria
and arrived at Anzac Cove,
Gallipoli on the 25th of April
1915. His initial rank was a
Captain however he later
gained promotion to Major in
July 1915.

However, on the 8th of August
1915, Major Douglas Hermann
Cannan’s journey came to

an end. Bailey W. from the

15" Battalion A.l.F. recorded,

“I was observing with him from
the beginning of the movement
on August 6th until his death.
On August 8th, during the
attack on Hill 971, he was

shot in the chest, left side, |
bandaged him and saw that he
was dead and left him. He must
have been killed instantly.”

Another record from Cairo, by
W.H.V. Reade stated, “Witness

Major Douglas Hermann Cannan is in the third row and

first to the left.
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was there at the time but did His body was never recovered. that there was no doubt about
not see Cannan hit. Several of  However, once again it was his death. The dead were
the company saw him killed. It recorded by W.H.V. Reade in recovered and buried.”

was impossible to recover any  Cairo on the 30th of November
of the bodies which lay on the 1915 that, “Major Cannan was
high ground.” the brother of their Colonel

Douglas Hermann Cannan

is honoured at the Lone Pine

) Memorial to the Missing, panel
Furthermore, in a record Wh(_) now returned to_Aust.ralla. 75 on the AWM Roll of Honour.
from London on the 24th of Major Cannan was killed in

November 1915, it was stated, 2 big action. Witness could

“If buried done by the Turks on not name anyone who had
Abdul Raham Ridge.” seen him killed but was sure

Official Telegrams
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For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191.
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George Frederick Cook

Service Number 2638

By Kyah and Madeline, 5/6R,
Sherwood State School, 2018

Could you imagine walking
through muddy, putrid trenches
day and night, miles away

from home not knowing if you
will return? Brave he was, that
young fellow Cook; going to
war at the age of 24, leaving
his beloved wife and home, just
to fight for our country that we
all call our own.

Private George Frederick
Cook was a courageous
and resilient young man and

fought in World War One. He
spent the last months of his
life fighting for our country on
the Western Front in Europe,
but unfortunately he fell ill and
passed away.

On the 5th of August 1915
George Frederick Cook was
assigned to fight in World War
One with the 9th Battalion. Al
day and all night he was forced
to trudge through trenches and
serve our country right.

George Frederick Cook fell
sick with a spinal disease
called cerebrospinal and later
on it was also found he had
trench foot. George Frederick
Cook was moved between four
different hospitals and was
placed in a separate room with
the fear he was contagious.

On the 24th of August 1917

he sadly passed away and
was buried on the 27th April
1917 at Wareham cemetery,
grave number 4, section B on
consecrated ground. And there
he lays still to this day, the man
who helped save our country.

http://www.naa.gov.au/
http://www.sherwdipillyrsl.org.au/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191.
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William Henry Cooling

Researched by: Rosy Pham, CSHS, 91, 2014

Focus Question One

What is the soldier’s service
history?

Source 1

Details: Men of the army
service corps, Queensland
expeditionary force. (1915)
Retrieved from www.
trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/
page/2502947/?zoomLevel=1

Source 2

Details: Record Search.
(N.D) Retrieved from http://
recordsearch.naa.
gov.au/NameSearch/
Interface/ltmDetail.
aspx?Barcode=3403818

Notes

+ 253" to enlist

* His name is William Henry
Cooling

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials

* He is in the 26" battalion
A.lLF

« Joined on May 7" 1915

* 20 years & 5 months young
when he joined

* Lived near the town of
Oxley, in the country of
Queensland

* He is not married

* He has served in the army
on the 9" in Brisbane

* He was five feet and five5
inches tall

+ Weighed 127Ibs, chest
measurement 35 7z inches

» His trade/ job was a school
teacher

* Rankis Sergeant

» Died on the 22 of
September 1915

* Died in Gallipoli, Peninsula

» Cause of death wound
received in action

* Buried 16" Mosp Cemetery,
Gallipoli P. by chaplain G.
Green about 1 72 miles north
of Anzac Cove

* In his will he gave his whole
property to Ellen Gertrude
widow of the late Henry
Cooling

» Shrapnel wound in the
abdomen

Source Three

Details: First World War
embarkation rolls- William
Henry Cooling. (N.D). Received
from www.awm.gov.au/people/
rolls/R1923687/

Notes

» Service number — 253

* Rank - Sergeant

* Roll title- 26 Infantry
Battalion (June 1915)

*  Conflict-First world war,
1914-1918

* Date of embarkment -
24" May 1915

* Place of embarkment -
Brisbane

» Ship embarked on - HMAT
Ascanius A11

Source Four

Details: Jones, F. (2013).
WWI pictorial honour roll of
Queenslanders. Retrieved
from www.WW1qld.
gravesecrets.net/co.html

Notes

This source contains that
Sergeant William Henry
Cooling does not have facial
hair. His hair is neither long nor
short, it is medium.

Focus Question Two:
What is the soldier’s service
history?

Source One

Details

26" Battalion. (N.D). Retrieved
from www.awm.gov.au/units/
unit_11213.asp
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Notes

26" Battalion raised at
Enoggera, Queensland, in
April 1915

Formed part of 7" brigade
Left Australia in July
Trained in Egypt

Landed in Gallipoli on the
12t of September

Played purely defensive
role

At times was responsible
for defence of Courtney’s
and Steele’s posts &
Russell’s top

Withdrew from Peninsula
on the 12" of December
7" Brigade proceeded

to France as part of the
2 Australian division in
March 1916

2 division came south in
October to attack (again) in
Somme Valley

26" Battalion took part in
two attacks to the east of
Flers

Early 1917, joined follow
follow-ups of German
withdrawal & attacked at
Warlencourt and Lagincourt
26" Battalion involved in
the 2" attempt to breach
the Hindenburg Line
defences

Source Two

* Date of Death -
22" October 1915

* Place of Death - Ottoman
Empire

* Cause of Death - Died of
wounds

* Age of death -20

* Place of association -
Oxley, Australia

+ Cemetery - Embarkation
Pier cemetery, Gallipoli
Peninsula, Canakkale
Province Turkey

Source Three

Details: 26™ Battalion (N.D).
Retrieved from www.awm.gov.
au/units/unit_11213.asp

Notes

This colour is the ‘colour patch’
that certain soldiers wear to
indicate they are part of the

26" Australian Infantry Battalion.

The ‘patch’ is a diamond shape
horizontally split in half. The top
half is indigo and the bottom
half is blue.

Source Four

Details: Battalion Photo
Gallery. (2012). Retrieved
from www.2-26bn.org/gallery.
html

Focus Question 3:
How did the soldier die and
does he have and relatives?

Source One

Details: (No title). (1915).
Retrieved from www.
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/gov.
au/scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes

» Cause of death shrapnel
wound to the abdomen

+ Buried in 16" Mosp
Cemetery Gallipoli P. by
Chaplin G. Green

Source Two

Details: Sergeant William
Henry Cooling. (1915).
Retrieved from www.
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes

+ |da Cooling is Sergeant
William Henry Cooling’s
sister

» Ellen Gertrude is Cooling’s
mother

* His Will was to give his
property to his mother

Details: Roll of honour- William

Henry Cooling (N.D). Retrieved

from www.awm.gov.au/people/

rolls/R1729163/

Notes

* Service number - 253

* Rank - sergeant

*  Unit - 26" (Australian)
Infantry Battalion

« Service - Australian Army

+ Conflict - First World War
1914-1918

Notes

This is an image of

2/26™ battalion Band,

8" division, A.l.F. It was taken
on 20™ of January 1941.

For more, see Graceville War
Memorial history on page

191 and Oxley War Memorial
history on page 295.
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William Henry Cooling

Researched by:

Didi Mulligan and Jamie, CSHS, 91, 2014

FOCUS QUESTION 1 —

What are the biographical
details of the soldier?

Didi — Source 1

Details: Enlistment Form (n.d.).
Retrieved from:
http://recordsearch.naa.
gov.au/NameSearch/
Interface/ltemDetail.
aspx?Barcode=3403818

* Name: William Henry
Cooling

* Lived in: Oxley, Queensland

*  Occupation: School
Teacher

* Not Married

* Age: 20 5/12

* Next of kin: Mary H Cooling

(deceased)

* Document sent to: sister
Ida

* He served in 9" Infantry
before WWI

+ A Cay Battalion:
26" Australian Imperial
Force

« Service number: 253

Didi — Source 2

Details: Stephens, T. (1915,
December 11). Roll of
Honour. The Queenslander,
p.25

Picture of Sergeant William
Henry Cooling (26" Battalion)
published in the Queenslander,
11/12/1915 on the “Roll of
Honour” after he died of
wounds in the front lines.

S8GT. W. H.. COOLLnG
{26th Btn.), Died of Wounds

—Talma phc?lt:}.

Didi — Source 3:

Cooling, Henry William. (n.d.).
Retrieved from: http://www.
cwgc.org/find-war-dead/
casulty/605798/COOLING, %20
WILLIAM%20HENRY

* Rank: Sergeant

*  Service no: 253

« Date of Death: 22/10/1915

« Age: 20

* Regiment/Service:
Australian Infantry, A.l.F

26" Bn.

* Grave Reference: .A.13

+  Cemetery: Embarkation
Pier Cemetery

*  Father: Henry Augustus
Blagrove Cooling

*  Mother: Ellen Gertrude
Cooling

FOCUS QUESTION 1 —

What are the biographical
details of the soldier?

Jamie — Source Details:

Field Service Form (1915)
Retrieved from:
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes:

* His name is W, H Cooling

* He was a part of the
26" Battalion

* Regimental — 253

* He was ranked sergeant

* Cooling had died on the
22" September 1915

* Place of death was the
Gallipoli Peninsula and he
died from shrapnel wounds

Jamie — Source Details:
Certificate of Medical
Examination (1915) Retrieved
from:
http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes:

* Cooling was 20 years and
five months old

* He was five foot five inches

+ Weighed 127Ibs

* His complexion and hair
were fair

* His religious denomination
was Methodist

* He was perfectly healthy
and fit for duty as observed
by the medical [officer]

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials
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Jamie — Source Details:

Roll of Honour Circular (n.d.)
Retrieved from:
http://static.awm.gov.au/
images/collection/pdf/
RCDIG1068860--856-.PDF

Notes:

* Cooling’s full name was
William Henry Cooling

*  Unit number: 253 and
26" Battalion

*  Memorial located and
lived in Oxley, Brisbane,
Queensland

* Bornin Corinda

* Died 22™ of October 1915

+ Killed in Gallipoli ages 20

and 10/12

* He was a state school
teacher

* His sister’'s name was lda
F. Cooling

Jamie — Source Details:
AIF Attestation Papers of
Persons Enlisted. (1915).
Retrieved from: http://
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes:

* Name was Henry William
Cooling

* Lived in Howard, Mackey,
Queensland

* Aged 22 and 10 months at
time of enlistment

« 15" Battalion

* Next kin Annie Cooling

* Height: five feet and eight
inches

» Dark Complexion

* Dark brown hair

* Greenish blue eyes
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FOCUS QUESTION 2 — What
is the soldier’s service history?
Didi — Source 1

Details: Enlistment Form (n.d.).
Retrieved from:
http://recordsearch.naa.
gov.au/NameSearch/
Interface/ltemDetail.
aspx?Barcode=3403818

*  Name: William Henry

Cooling

* Livedin: Oxley,
Queensland

*  Occupation: School
Teacher

*  Not Married

* Age: 205/12

*  Next of kin: Mary H
Cooling (deceased)

*  Document sent to: sister
Ida

* He served in 9" infantry
before WW1

+ A Cay Battalion:
26™ Australian Imperial
Force

*  Service number: 253

Didi — Source 2

Details: 9™ Battalion. (n.d).

Retrieved from:

http://www.awm.gov.au/units/

unit_11196.asp

*  Oth Battalion among first
infantry units raised for AlF
- WWI

* 1stbattalion recruited in
Queensland — 10™, 11 +
12" Battalions = formed
3" Brigade

+ Battalion raised within
weeks of declaration of
war in August 1914

*  Embarked two months
later

»  After preliminary training —
sailed to Egypt — arriving in
Early December.

+ 3Brigade was the
covering force for the
ANZAC landing on 25 April
1915

«  Battalion heavily involved
in establishing + defending
front line of the ANZAC
beachhead. It served at
Anzac until the evacuation
in December 1915

« Battalion continued
operations until late
September 1918

Didi — Source 3

Details: William Henry

COOLING. (2014). Retrieved

from:

https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/

showPerson?pid=61458

* Regimental number: 253

*  Place of birth: Corinda,
Queensland

*  Occupation: School
Teacher

* Religion: Methodist

* Address: Oxley near
Brisbane, Queensland

+ Relationship status: Single

*  Age at embarkation: 20

*  Previous military service:
Citizen Military Forces
9" Infantry, Oxley Regt.

*  Next of kin: Mother, Mrs H
Cooling

*  Next of kin address:
Oxley near Brisbane,
Queensland

*  Enlistment date: 7/5/1915

* Rank on enlistment:
Sergeant

« Unit name: 26" Battalion, A
Company

« AWM Embarkation Roll
number: 23/43/1

*  Embarkation details:
Unit embarked from
Brisbane, Queensland,
on board HMAT
A11 Ascanius 24/5/1915
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* Rank from Nominal Roll:
Sergeant

e Unit from Nominal Roll:
26" Battalion

+ Fate: Died from wounds
22/10/1915

* Place of death or
wounding: Gallipoli, Turkey

* Age of Death: 20.10

* Place of Burial:
Embarkation Pier
Cemetery (Plot 1, ZRow A,
grave No.13), Gallipoli

« Parents: Henry Augustus
and Ellen Gertrude Cooling

Didi — Source 4

Details: The Militia. (n.d.).

Retrieved from:

http://www.oocities.org/

thefortysecondinww?2/level1/
line5/the_militia.htm

« Citizen’s Military Forces
(C.M.F)/national militia
— had a few ‘permanent
soldiers’ attached, mix of
enthusiastic volunteers +
national service’ draftees

* The militia’s purpose —
defend Australian territory
(Papua — had been a
German colony before the
1914-18 war).

«  This political + geographic
restriction — led to CMF
troops being ridiculed by
the all -volunteer AlIF as
‘a protected species — not
available for export’ or
‘Chocolate Soldiers’

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials

Didi — Source 5

Details: 9™ Battalion, The Royal

Queensland Regiment. (n.d.).

Retrieved from:

http://www.army.gov.au/Who-

we-are/Divisions-and-Brigades/

Forces-Command/2nd-

Division/11th-Brigade/9th-

Battalion-The-Royal-

Queensland-Regiment

« 9™ Battalion — The Royal
Queensland Regiment

* Trace history as far back
as 1867 — establishment
of Queensland Volunteer,
Rifle Corps

* Not until 1911 that it was
designated as 9™ Battalion.

* The battalion served
Australia in a number of
conflicts — The Boer War,
World War | and World War
Il

* Recently, members of
the battalion have been
involved in various
peacekeeping operations
and exercises around the
Pacific region.

Didi — Source 5

Details: Royal Queensland
Regiment. (n.d.). Retrieved
from:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
File:Royal_Queensland_
Regiment.png

Image depicts the Royal
Queensland Regiment’s
emblem.

FOCUS QUESTION 2 — What
is the soldier’s service history?
Jamie — Source 1

Details: 7™ Brigade. (2014).
Retrieved from:
http://www.awm.gov.au/units/
unit_13056.asp

Notes:

*  The seventh brigade was
formed in early 1915

. Recruited in the outer
states

*  Was the third brigade of
the second division

«  The 25", 26", 27" and
28" battalions were a part
of the 7" brigade

« (W, HCooling had been a
part of the 26" battalion,
7" brigade and therefore
he fought long with the
rest of the 7" Brigade)

Jamie — Source 2

Details: 26" Battalion

(Australia). (2014). Retrieved

from:

http://en.wikipedia.org/

wiki/26th_Battalion_(Australia)

Notes:

* Infantry battalion for the
AIF

+ Part of the 7" Brigade

* Raised in 1915

* All volunteer AlF, recruited
from Tasmania and

Queensland

+ Battalion was based in
Enoggera

+ Embarked in July to Egypt
for training

+ Afterwards sent to Gallipoli
as reinforcements

* They landed
12" September

+ Took no major actions
during their stay at Gallipoli
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» Served a defensive role at
Gallipoli

«  Withdrew on the 12 of
December

Jamie — Source 3

Details: 7" Brigade. Retrieved

from: http://www.army.gov.

au/Who-we-are/Divisions-
and-Brigades/Forces-

Command/7th-Brigrade

Notes:

» Consists of the 2"/

14" Light Horse Regiment,
1st Regiment, Royal
Australian Artillery,

2" Combat Engineer
Squadron etc.

* Brigade was first raised in
1915

* Part of the First Australian
Infantry (AIF)

» Took part in action at
Gallipoli and Western Front
in World War |

* In World War |l the brigade
fought against Japanese
soldiers in Papua New
Guinea and Bougainville

* Currently it is a part of the
1st Division and is based in
Brisbane

* Has not been deployed for
action as a whole unit since
World War |

Jamie — Source 4

Details: 26" Battalion. Retrieved

from:

http://www.awm.gov.au/units/

unit_11213.asp

Notes:

* Raised in Enoggera

* Recruits enlisted from
Queensland and Tasmania

* Left Australia in July to train
in Egypt

* Landed in Gallipoli on the
12" of September

* Participated in defensive
battles only

*  Withdrew on the
12t December

Jamie — Source 5

Details: Colour Patch.

(n.d.). Retrieved from:
https://www.awm.gov.au/units/
unit_11213.asp

Description: The image located
above is the colour patch for
the 26" Battalion in World War
I. The 26™ Battalion were a part
of the first Australian Imperial
Force (AIF). The soldier that

is currently being researched
served in the 26" Battalion, he
fought alongside his battalion
in the defence of many key
locations in Gallipoli. However,
he had died at the Gallipoli
Peninsula in October of 1915.

FOCUS QUESTION 3 — How
did the soldier die, and does he
have any living relatives?

Source 1

Details: William Henry Cooling

Death Record. (n.d.). Retrieved

from: http://recordsearch.naa.

gov.au/scripts/Imagine.asp

* Embarked 20/6/1915
— Queensland Vic per
H.M.A.T. “Ascanius”

* 22/10/1915 — Shrapnel
wound, transferred to the
7" Ambulance Anzac

+ Transferred to the
16" casualty clearing
station

*  Shrapnel wound in
abdomen — admitted
16" casualty clearing
station

+ Died same day

*  Buried main 16" Hospital
Cemetery

* Death certificate should
read 22" of October 1915
instead of 22" September
1915

Source 2

*  Details: Nominal roll of
deceased members of
the A.LLF & M.E.F. (1984).
Microfilm. Australian War
Memorial. Canberra.

* Name: William Henry
Cooling

e Unit and number: 253
29" Battalion

* Address: Brisbane, Oxley,
Queensland

» Birthplace: Corinda

+ Date of Death: 22/10/1915

* Place of Death: Gallipoli

*  Occupation: State school
teacher

+ Age of death: 20 and 10
months

*  School: Teacher

*  Previous military history:
9" Infantry Oxley Regiment

* Name of person who gave
this information: Ida S.
Cooling

* Relationship with soldier:
sister

* Address: Hewett Street
Queensland Brisbane
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FOCUS QUESTION 3 — How
did the soldier die and does he
have any living relatives?
Jamie — Source 1

Details: _nominal roll of
deceased members of the AIF
and MEF. (1984). Microfiche.
Australia War Memorial,
Canberra

Description: The image was
taken from a microfiche located
in the Queensland State
Library and depicts the soldier
currently being researched
on, William Henry Cooling, his
battalion, date of death and
cause. The information is also
accompanied by his next of
kin, which is his sister Ida F
Cooling.

Jamie — Source 2

Details: Cooling, I. (1920). Ida

F Cooling. Retrieved from:

http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/

scripts/Imagine.asp

Notes:

« Ida Florence Cooling is the
sole surviving next of kin to
William Henry Cooling
The original next of kin,
Ellen Gertrude Cooling (W
H Cooling’s mother) died
on the 19/09/1919s

*  Formerly lived in Oxley
Lived on Hewitt St. Wilston,
Brisbane

Jamie — Source 3

Details: Davis, G. (2014).

McDougall Family Tree.

Retrieved from:

http://gdavis.id.au/family/trees/

d48592.htm#i48617

Notes:

*  The family ended with
William and lda Cooling

*  The family began with John
and Sarah McDougall

*  William and Ida Cooling’s
parents were Henry
Cooling and Ellen Howes.

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191
and Oxley War Memorial history on page 295.
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William Henry Cooling

Researched by: Lili Lamont, CSHS, 9l, 2014

.....

Source 1

Source Details: Roll of Honour

— William Henry Cooling.

(N.D.) Retrieved from http://

www.awm.gov.au/people/rolls/

R1729163/

Notes:5

+ Service Number: 253

* Rank: Sergeant

«  Unit: 26™ Battalion i
(Infantry)

« Service: Australian Army e

«  Conflict: First World War, | L=
1914-1918

+ Date of Death:
22" October 1915

*  Place of Death; Gallipoli,
Ottoman Empire

* Cause of Death: Died of
Wounds

* Age of Death: 20

* Place of Association:
Oxley, Australia

+ Cemetery or Memorial
Details: Embarkation
Pier Cemetery, Gallipoli
Peninsula, Canakkale
Province, Turkey

[e— B ol et i s Wamriad i M
e S e S S D
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Source 3

Source Details: Record search.
(N.D.). Retrieved form http://
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/iamgine.asp

William Henry Cooling can
be located in panel 107 in
the Commemorative Area in
the Australian War Memorial
Canberra.

Source 2

Source Details: Roll of Honour
Circular. (N.D.). Retrieved
from https://static.awm.gov.
au/images/collection/pdf/
RCDIG1068860--856-.PDF
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Source 4

Source details: Z6™ Battalion.
(N.D.). Retrieved

from http://www.awm.
gov.au/units/unit_11213.
asp?query=26th+Battalion
Notes:

26" Battalion raised
Enoggera, Queensland,
April 1915 recruits enlisted
in Queensland and
Tasmania, formed part
7"Brigade

Left Australia July, after
training Egypt, landed
Gallipoli 12 September.
Gallipoli, 26" played a
purely defensive role,
various times responsible
defence of Courtney’s

and Steele’s Posts, and
Russell’s Top Gallipoli
Withdrew peninsula 12
December

After another period Egypt,
7" Brigade proceeded
France

Part 2" Australian Division
March 1916, joined

28" Battalion

26™ mounted first trench
raid undertaken by
Australian troops on
Western Front June 6%
Fought first major battle
around Pozieres between
28" July and 7""August
2 division came south
October attack again
Somme Valley

Took part two attacks to
east of Flers

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials

Early 1917 joined follow-
up German withdrawal

to Hindenburg Line and
attacked Warlencourt
(1st/2March)

Lagincourt 26" March

3" May Battalion also
involved in second attempt
breach Hindenburg Line
defences

Later year focus AlF’s
operation switched Belgium
26" Battalion fought battle
Menin Road 20"September
Participated capture
Broodseinde Ridge

4™ QOctober

26" fought turn back
German spring offensive
April 1918

Operations snatch portions
German front line

One operation Monument
Wood 14" July Battalion
captured first German tank
Later in year

26" participated great
offensive began 8" August,
most notable engagement
attack east Mont St Quentin
2" September

Battalion’s last action was
capture Lormisset

Part of operation breach
Beaurevoir Line 3™ October
1918

26" Battalion disbanded
may 1919
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Source 5

Source Details: Record search.

(N.D.). Retrieved form http://
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/
scripts/iamgine.asp

Source 8

Source Details: Field
Service.(24"" November
1915). Retrieved from http://
recordsearch.naa.gov.au/

scripts/Imagine.asp

Source 6
Source Details: Cooling.W.H.
(August 30" 1915). Will,

retrieved from http:/ Source 7
recprdsearch.naa.gov.au/ Source Details: Casualty form-
scripts/Imagine.asp active service.(N.D.). Retrieved

from http://recordsearch.naa.
gov.au/scripts/Imaginee.asp

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191
and Oxley War Memorial history on page 295.
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Charles George Coupland

Researched by: Thomas Brannigan,
Ambrose Treacy College, Year 6, 2014

Charles George Coupland
was a local World War One
soldier who died fighting for
his country. He enlisted on the
4th of October 1915 at the age
of 36 and took part in many

of the battles on the ‘Western
Front'.

Charles Coupland was born

in Brisbane on the 7th of
October 1879 to Charles
Edward Coupland and Rose
Ann Goopy. He was the oldest
of five children including Rose,
Catherine, Florence and
James. Charles’ father died
when Charles was only nine
years of age.

At the age of 27 Charles
married Agnes Gertrude
Schmidt and they lived

locally at Jackson

Street, Indooroopilly, Brisbane.
The couple had one child,
Harold Roy Coupland, born

on the 20th of December
1908. From when he finished
school until he enlisted in the
Australian Imperial Force (AIF),
Charles worked as a labourer
and a bottler. He enlisted in

the AIF at the age of 36 and
became a stretcher bearer. He
was placed into the 4™ Pioneer
Battalion, Reinforcement 2.
He may have been one of the
older Privates in his battalion.

Charles left Sydney on board
the HMS Mooltan arriving at
Suez on the 18th of May. In
Alexandria on the 6th of June
1916, Charles joined the
British Expeditionary Force
(B.E.F). He disembarked in
Marseille on the 15th of June
1916 and marched out to join
his unit on the 8th of August.
He was taken on strength to
the 4th Pioneer Battalion on
the 10th August. During this
time it appears his division
may have accompanied the
1st and 2nd Divisions to the
Somme sector. In August
1916, the division relieved the
2nd Division on the Pozieres
Heights and repulsed a major
German counterattack. The
division then drove north to the
outskirts of Mouquet Farm and
a second tour of the Somme
at Mouquet Farm followed in
September and a third at Flers
in October.

On the 4th of November
1916, Charles Coupland was
convicted of being absent
without leave from 9pm

until 9.30pm on the 3rd of
November. For this he had to
forfeit 14 days’ pay.

The most important
battleground during World
War One was the ‘Western
Front’ in France and Belgium,
where many great battles
were fought. Charles’
battalion participated in many
battles including the Battle

of Pozieres, the First Battle

of Bullecourt, the Battle

of Messines, the Battle of
Polygon Wood, Battles at
Hebuterne and Dernancourt
and Villers-Bretonneus, as well
as Battles of Hamel, Amiens
and the Hindenburg Line. It is
unclear exactly which battles
Charles participated in, but it
is likely he was involved in the
Battle of Messines in 1917 just
prior to his death.

Charles George Coupland
‘died of wounds received in
action’ on the 23rd of June
1917 in Belgium. He is buried
in the Wulverghem-lindenhoek
Road Military Cemetery in
Belgium, plot V, row B, Grave
no. 28.

Of the more than 295 000
Australians who served in
this theatre of war in the AlF,
46, 000 lost their lives. Whilst
Charles Coupland was not as
young as some, he suffered a
similar tragic fate as so many
of those who were forced

or willingly enlisted in this
devastating war. Charles’name
is proudly shown on the
Indooroopilly war memorial

at Keating Park, where he is
admired for his courage and
his duty to his country.

For more, see Indooroopilly War
Memorial history on page 244.

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials



School student contributions

Eric Russell Davidson

Researched by Jude Murray,
Indooroopilly State School, Year 6, 2017

Private Eric Russell
Davidson’s body lies buried
at Mouquet Farm, in France.
Six months before his burial,
Davidson was killed in action,
but his body remained on the
battlefield, unable to be buried
until March 1917. His watch
and his identity disk, though
badly affected by exposure,
were the only mementos sent
home to his grieving parents.

Born in June 1892, Eric Russell
Davidson was the only child of
Francis and Amelia Davidson.
He was a local boy, growing up
in Taringa and Indooroopilly,
where after finishing school

he trained as an engineer. He
was single and almost 24 years
old when he enlisted to join

the 2nd reinforcement of the

26th Battalion on the 20th of
May 1915.

His unit embarked from
Brisbane on the HMAT A9
“Shropshire” on the 17th of
August 1915. He arrived in
Alexandria in Egypt, having
been taken on strength

of battalion. He joined the
British Expeditionary Forces,
disembarking in Marseilles,
France, the last country he
would set foot in.

The most important
battleground in this ‘war to end
all wars’, was the ‘Western
Front’ in France and Belgium.
The map below shows the
major battles which occurred
in this area of France. One of
these is where Davidson lost
his life fighting in the Battle

at Mouquet Farm (which
formed part of the Battle of the
Somme).

Many soldiers’ bodies may still
lie here in unmarked graves,
but Davidson was one of the
‘lucky’ few whose remains were

able to be identified, and thus
exhumed and properly buried.
Although he won no medals for
his efforts, Davidson gave his
life in sacrifice and for us and
all Australians owe him a debt
of gratitude.

Private Eric Russell Davidson’s
name is located at 107 in the
commemorative area at the
Australian War Memorial (as
indicated by the poppy on the
plan below). Lest we forget.

Sources:

http://trove.nla.gov.au/
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/search/
http://www.sherwdipillyrsl.org.au/
Pages/Schools%20Projects/Fallen%20
Soldiers.html

For more, see Indooroopilly War
Memorial history on page 244.
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Percy Davidson

By St Peters Lutheran College,
Mr Chapman’s Year 9 SOSE Class, 2017

Percy Davidson was born

in December 1889, the
second son of Frank Leslie
and Amelia Davidson, who
lived in Westminster Road,
Indooroopilly. His early
education was at Taringa State
School. After leaving school
Percy was employed as a
wood machinist and planer

at the sawmill which stood in
Westminster Rd, Indooroopilly.
The sawmill was originally
replaced by the Stamford
Theatre in 1926, before

later becoming the Eldorado
Cinemas.

Percy Davidson photographed in The
Queenslander Pictorial, supplement to The
Queenslander, 1915

December 1889, Indooroopilly, Brisbane —
5th of August 1916, Pozieres, France

7th Brigade, 25th Infantry Battalion,
Australian Imperial Force.

Stamford Theatre, Westminster Rd,
Indooroopilly, circa 1928

Percy enlisted on the 14th of
May 1915 at the age of 25 and
was sent to Frazer’s Paddock,
Enoggera, for basic training.
The 25th Infantry Battalion
was made up of men from
Queensland but also included
recruits from Darwin.

Percy and the rest of the

25th Battalion embarked

from Brisbane on the 29th

of June 1915, on the HMAT
Aeneas, and followed other
AIF members in travelling

to Egypt for further training.
Percy’s brigade first saw
action at Gallipoli as reserves.
However, Percy’s Brigade
mainly manned the trenches
as the last of the allied
offensives had been launched.
Percy was admitted to the 7th
Field Ambulance unit (AIF),
on the 4th of October 1915,
suffering from dysentery and
was returned to his battalion
six days later on the 10th of
October. The battalion was
evacuated from Gallipoli on
the 18th of December 1915,
returning to Egypt.

The 25th Battalion was then
transported to northern France

where they arrived on the 19th
of March 1916, the first AIF
battalion to arrive in France.
Percy had furlough in England
between the 7th of May and
the 17th of May 1915 then he
and the rest of 25th Battalion
went into the trenches and
were involved in fierce fighting
around Pozieres between

the 25th of July and the 7th

of August, during which 785
casualties were suffered.

HMAT Aenaeus pictured prior to the war

Percy Davidson was officially
posted as missing near
Mouquet Farm on the 6th of
August 1916. His brother,
Eric, was killed on the same
day. Family and friends hoped
desperately that Percy might
have been captured by the
Germans and be a prisoner
of war, and they wrote many
letters to the Red Cross and
the POW'’s organisation in
Switzerland begging for any
news. They continued to write
letters to Percy hoping that he
was perhaps being held in a
camp where letter writing home
was not allowed.

Finally, all enquiries were
exhausted and on the 25th of
June 1917, Percy Davidson
was officially listed by the
Commanding Officer of the
25th Battalion, following an
official Court of Enquiry, as

World War One Centenary-Fallen Soldiers Memorials
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killed in action. His body was
not recovered until after the
end of the fighting on the
Western Front.

The Commonwealth War
Graves Commission conducted
extensive work following the
fighting to locate and identify
the bodies of missing soldiers.
A letter to Percy Davidson’s
father, Frank, stated “...

that during the course of
exhumation work in the vicinity
of Pozieres the Imperial War
Graves Commission were
successful in recovering the

The unvielling of the Indorroopilly War Memorial, Westminster Rd,

remains of [your son]...”. Percy
Davidson was re-interred at
the Serre Road Cemetery No.
2, near Beaumont Hamel,
France. His name, with that of
his brother, is in the Australian
War Memorial in Canberra
and on the war memorial in
Indooroopilly. The original
location of the Indooroopilly
memorial was on Westminster
Road, right outside the
Davdisons’ family home.

The loss of both sons on the
Western Front clearly had a
significant impact on Percy’s

grew up in can be seen in the background.

and Eric’s parents, especially
on their mother Amelia. By
December 1917, Frank and
Amelia Davidson had moved
from the house in Westminster
Rd and taken up residence

in Yarraman, 180 kilometres
northwest of Brisbane.

Percy Davidson was awarded
the 1914-15 War Service Star;
the British War Medal and the
Victory Medal. These along
with his personal effects were
forwarded to his family upon
the official finding of Percy
being killed in action.

For more, see Indooroopilly War Memorial history on page 244.
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Alfred Searle Dodd

Researched by 5 Green, St Joseph’s
Primary School, Corinda, 2017

Alfred Searle Dodd was
born in September 1897 in
Maryborough, Queensland, to
parents Ambrose and Susan
Dodd. He attended school

at Townsville East State
School. His religion is listed
as Methodist. After school

he became a mercer, which

is a dealer in textile fabrics,
especially fine fabrics like silks
and velvet. For five years he
was a Naval Reservist as part
of the naval band.

He was described as being 5
feet 7 inches (167 centimetres)
tall, 122 pounds (55 kilograms)
in weight and of sallow
complexion, which means he
was pale; he had brown eyes
and brown hair.

Dodd fought on the Western
Front in Europe during World
War One and was sadly killed
in action on the 7th of June
1917. There were conflicting
first-hand reports regarding
the cause of his death. One
letter said that they saw Dodd
get shot by a sniper in No
Man’s Land but another letter
said he was killed by a shell
that exploded near him and
that there were no remains
left of his body. Dodd was 19
years and 10 months old at
the time of his death. There
is no known grave for Private
Alfred Searle Dodd but he is
commemorated at The Ypres

On the 26th of September
1916, 18-year-old Dodd
signed up to serve as a
Private. His Regimental
number was 3003 and his

unit was the 49th Battalion,
7th Reinforcement. His unit
embarked from Brisbane on
board HMAT A74 Marathon on
the 27th of October 1916.

(Menin Gate) Memorial (Panel
29), Belgium.

Dodd’s next of kin was his
mother, Mrs Susan Dodd from
Apple Street, Chelmer. He
received the British War Medal
and the Victory Medal after his
death.

Alfred Searle Dodd sacrificed
his life to fight for our country.
That is why we remember him.

For more, see Graceville War
Memorial history on page 191.
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Alfred Lionel Douglas

— SERN 3032A
By: Grace Giles,

Class 5/6R, Sherwood Primary, 2018

Alfred Lionel Douglas was
born in India. After a while he
left India to go to Australia. It
was clear that he was a brave
man, having been a firefighter
in Brisbane. When he was

22 he joined the Australian
Imperial Forces to serve in the
26th Battalion in World War
One. He was still only a young
man and as you can imagine

it have would been extremely
hard to leave his friends and
family behind. It must have
been particularly difficult to say
goodbye to his one remaining
parent, his mother, Mrs Amy
Douglas. Surely, she shed a
tear as Alfred left for the war on
the other side of the world.

In December 1915 he arrived
on the HM.A.T “l tonus” in
Egypt. Here he was transferred
to the newly formed 48th
Battalion and arrived in
Europe.

The 48t battalion

Like many other soldiers he
had a tragic ending. After
arriving on the Western Front in
France, Douglas and his fellow
soldiers fought hard. It was an
awful place to be with brutal
battles and terrible trenches.
The Australians had been
fighting to protect the town of
Pozieres for months. On the
7th of August 1916, the final
assault by the Germans took
place. It was at this battle that
Douglas went missing, never to
be found again. It was decided
that he was killed in action.

He gave his life to protect the
town of Pozieres in that final
fierce battle, after which the
Germans gave up on Pozieres.

Alfred is remembered in the

Australian War Memoirial, Roll
of Honour, Villers-Bretonneux
Memorial (Australian National
Memorial - France). His name
sits amongst the long list of

soldiers with no known grave.

References
https://www.findagrave.com/
memorial/16182003/alfred-lionel-
douglas
http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/search/
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/
U51488
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/48th_
Battalion_(Australia)
http://militaria-sales.com.au/colour-
patch-248th-battalion-19401942-
mini-p-2992.html

For more, see Graceville War
Memorial history on page 191.
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Willilam Knox Dunn

Researched by: 5 GOLD
St Joseph’s Corinda, 2018

William Knox Dunn was born
in Dublin, Ireland, to parents
Elizabeth Dunn and James
Knox Dunn. After immigrating
to Australia, he attended
Sherwood State School and
lived at ‘Keppoch’, Berry Street,
Graceville. His religion is listed
asPresbyterian.

After school, William Dunn
worked as a stockman before
enlisting in the Australian

Imperial Force on the 25th
of January 1916. He was
described as being fair in
appearance, of medium
height (168 centimetres)
and medium build (76
kilograms). He had a dark
moustache, hazel eyes and
dark brown hair. He had
two distinguishing marks; a
scar on his abdomen and a

birthmark on his left shoulder.

Private William Knox Dunn
fought in the First World War
in the 25th Battalion. He
embarked from Brisbane
aboard the HMAT Clan
McGillivray, A46, on the

7th of September 1916.
This trip took two months to
reach England. From there
he travelled to the Western
Front, fighting for his country
in France. William Dunn
had a brother in the same
battalion.

Sadly, he died in action

on the 28th of May 1918,
near Morlancourt, France.
First-hand reports at the time
reported that William Dunn
was shot in the back while
digging a trench forming the
front line around 11pm. He
took his last breath within 20
minutes of being shot.

He was buried at Corbie
Cemetery, Heilly, before
being moved after the war to
Ribemont Cemetery, Somme.

William Knox Dunn was
awarded three medals: 1914-
1915 Star, British War Medal
and Victory Medal. He was a
brave soldier who risked his
life for us.

Lest we forget.

References:
www.awm.gov.au
www.naa.gov.au

For more, see Graceville War
Memorial history on page 191.
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Charles Edward

Dunsdon

Researched by: Authors: Jessica Bailey Yr 5 &

Alesha Pham Yr 4, 2015

lllustrators: Gabby Gakindi Yr 5, 2015, St

Joseph'’s Primary School

Information Gathered from:
Australian War Memorial
Website and Australian
Archives website

Fredrick William and Elizabeth
Dunsdon had a son who was
born on the 27th of March
1885. His name was Charles
Edward Dunsdon. At the time
they did not know that their
son was going to fight and die
while fighting for the Australian
Imperial Forces in the Great
War.

Charles was born in the small
farming town of Toowoomba,

Australia. He attended the local

Middle Ridge State School for
the beginning years of his life.
At that time, it was the only

school in the area. We do not
know anything about the teen

schooling, he went to work
as a draughtsman for many
years. He was single, and so,
he did not have any children.
Therefore, his next of kin at
the time of enlistment was
his brother, W. F. Dunsdon,
who lived on South Street in
Toowoomba, Queensland.

Like many young men,
Charles saw ‘going to war’ as
an adventure. So he enlisted
at the age of 29 to join the
Australian Imperial Forces to
fight in the war to end all wars.
Charles enlisted in Brisbane,
Queensland, on the 18th of
April 1914. Charles passed the
routine medical after having
his eyesight, general health

and hearing tested. Charles
was given the regulation kit
which was made up his basic
supplies during his time at war.
His kit included: three shirts,
cardigan, stockings, towel,
two mirrors, a belt, two pyjama
suits, a tunic, a name badge,
a dictionary, a sponge for
cleaning himself, a singlet and
a shaving brush.

At the time of Charles’
enlistment, he was a Lance
Corporal and his official service
number was 4316. However,
he would progress to greater
ranks during his time at war.
On the 22nd September 1914,
Charles embarked on board
the A2 Geelong to begin the
long journey to Egypt, where
he would begin his basic
training and eventually fight at
Gallipoli and in Europe. Along
with many thousands of men
and women, Charles would
never to return to Australian
shores again.

On the 15th of August 1915
Charles was admitted to
hospital in Alexandria with
pleurisy which was a common

years of his life. After his early
HMAT A2 Geelong at Hobart, 20 October, 1914
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condition for soldiers. He
suffered inflammation of the
pleurae, which impaired his
lung function and caused pain
when breathing.

After his time at Gallipoli,
Charles was sent to the
battlefields of France with the
4th Field Company, Australian
Engineers. It was there that his
life would end suddenly and in
some mystery.

These are a few accounts of
the death of Charles Edward
Dunsdon. One, from Sapp. R.
O’Brien said: He (Dunsdon)
was with Capt. Middel. They
were looking over a map in
Sausage Gully when a piece
of shell went through his

neck, killing him outright, and
wounding the Captain. They
made a coffin for him, but when
they went back to bury the
body, it was gone.

Another account of Dunsdon’s
death was made by Sapper F.
B. Bales: Dunsdon was killed in
the morning, by a piece of shell
killing him outright. He was
going to the front line. Capt.
Middel was with him. Soon
after, some Pioneers called out
that the two were buried by a
shell. Capt. Middel was dug out
and was helped, but because
of the heavy shelling, Dunsdon
couldn’t be dug out.

Bales also said he didn’t know
where the place of burial was.

Charles Edward Dunsdon died
on the 9th of August 1916 at
the age of 31. He lost his life
in the battlefields of the Great
War in Pozieres, France. His
body was never recovered.

For Charles’ bravery and
service, he received three
medals: 1914-1915 Star, British
War Medal and the Victory
Medal. He is recognised locally
on the Fallen Heroes Roll

of Honour located at the
Sherwood Services Club and in
the Graceville Memorial. Near
the place of his death, Charles
Dunsdon is remembered,
along with thousands of other
Australian diggers, at Villers

— Bretonneux Memorial in
Villers — Bretonneux, Picardie,
France.

For more, see Graceville War Memorial history on page 191.
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Robert Ventress Elliot

By Matt Cujes,

St Peters Lutheran College, 2017

Robert Ventress Elliot was
one of three brothers who
volunteered to join the army to
fight in the First World War. He
enlisted on the 7th of May 1915
and on the 20th of August 1915
he travelled on the Stropshire
from Lemnos to embark on

his adventure that awaited

him on the Western Front in
France. Now that he was in the
army, Robert Ventress Elliot
was given his service number
2359 and he trained as part

of the 15th and 13th Infantry
Battalions. As a soldier, Robert
was able to achieve the rank of
corporal before he was killed in
action in France on the 6th of
August 1916.

Years before the war began,
his parents (Francis and Mary
Anne Elliot) gave birth to him
in Mt Morgan, Queensland,
Australia, in November 1895.
While he was still young, only
four years old, his dear mother
died on the 30th of April 1899
in the Rockhampton Hospital
while she herself was still
young - only 29 years of age.
After the sad tragedy, his
father decided the family would
move to a new home at Foxton
Street, Indooroopilly, Brisbane -
where Robert and his brothers
would spend the rest of their
childhood together.

Robert had brown eyes, fair
hair and a fair complexion.
He also had two distinctive
scars: one on his forehead

measuring at two inches, and
the other one was to be found
on his big toe. As he grew
older, Robert grew to a height
of five feet and 4%z inches,

had a chest measurement of
33% - 34Y% inches and weighed
only 121lbs (55kg). He was

a Christian and part of the
Church of England.

Before enlisting, Robert’s job
was that of a storeman. He
had completed three years

of field artillery training in
Brisbane before he decided

to enlist for the war, so he did
have some experience before
he left. After his death in 1916,
the only personal possessions
that remained to carry on his
legacy were his damaged
wallet, a photo, some letters
and the medals that were
eventually given to his father
after the war: the Star Medal,
the British War Medal as well
as the Victory Medal. The

final resting place of Robert
Ventress Elliot is at the war
cemetery in Villers Bretonneux,
inside the borders of France.

This is the story of Robert
Ventress Elliot’s life and one of
the few things left to carry on
his name.

For more, see Indooroopilly War Memorial history on page 244.
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Robert Ventress Elliot

Researched by Will Morris and Fletcher
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Robert Ventress Elliot

was born in 1894, in Mount
Morgan, Queensland. He was
son of Frances (Francis) and
Mary Ann (Anne) (nee White)
Elliot and grew up on Foxton
Street Indooroopilly, Brisbane,
Queensland. Robert’s religion
was Church of England just like
his family.

Prior to his enlistment,
Robert was a storeman
(someone whose job is to
organise and look after the
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goods that are kept in a large
store or factory). On the 7th of
May 1915, Robert decided he
would like to serve his country,
knowing that his country was
already at war. Robert’s service
number was 2359 and he was
a Private in the 4th Infantry
Brigade,15th Infantry

Battalion, 6th Reinforcements.
6th Reinforcements departed
Brisbane