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2022: Issues and Elections 
A survey of Massachusetts registered voters



Survey Background
• These results are based on a survey of 504 Massachusetts 

registered voters.

• The poll was conducted January 18-20, 2022 via live telephone 
interviewing using the voter file as a sample source.

• Data was weighted by gender, age, race, education, party 
registration, and geography to represent the state’s registered 
voters.

• The poll was sponsored by Policy for Progress, a project of 
Education Reform Now Advocacy.
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Policies - Early college 
• There is broad support across party lines for the idea of 

early college. 

3

67% 72%
54%

66%

17%
16%

27%
15%

Overall Dems Reps Inds / Other

Strongly support Somewhat support

There is broad support in Massachusetts for the idea of early college 
% of voters who support early college policies 

Some high schools in Massachusetts have so-called “early college” programs that help high school students 

take college courses while still in high school. Credits from these courses help students save time and money in 

getting 2- or 4-year college degrees. Would you support increased public funding to expand these programs 

into many more schools?



Policies - ARPA funds for tutoring 
• There is broad support for using ARPA funds to boost tutoring 

for students who have fallen behind. This echoes other polls 
MPG has conducted. 
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Voters express support for expanded tutoring using ARPA funds 
% of voters who support boosting tutoring for students who are behind 

Do you support using federal stimulus money to help school districts offer one-on-
one or small group tutoring at least three days a week for students who fell behind 
due to the coronavirus pandemic?
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Policies - Integration
• Voters support the idea of doing more to boost integration 

in Massachusetts public schools
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Voters express broad support for integration policies in Massachusetts 
% of voters who support doing more to integrate public schools

National studies have ranked Massachusetts public schools among the most racially segregated in 

the country. Would you support or oppose state leaders doing more to integrate public schools?
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Policies - Rent Control 
• Less than half support rent control in this poll. Past surveys 

have shown support for rent control proposals is heavily 
dependent on wording. 
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All voters

Dem 
primary 
voters Dems Reps

Inds / 
Other

Strongly support 22% 29% 30% 1% 21%

Somewhat support 19% 25% 22% 12% 19%

Total support 42% 53% 52% 13% 40%

Somewhat oppose 14% 14% 9% 16% 16%

Strongly oppose 35% 22% 26% 66% 34%

Total oppose 48% 36% 35% 82% 50%

Don’t Know/ Refused 10% 11% 13% 5% 9%

The Massachusetts legislature is considering changing the law to let local governments pursue rent control 

policies. Under rent control, local governments set limits on the rents or rent increases for privately owned 

housing in their city or town. Would you support or oppose allowing local governments to set limits on rent or rent 

increases for privately owned housing?

Voters express mixed views on proposed rent control policies 
% of voters who support / oppose rent control proposals



Talking Policy 
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The top of the ticket 
• Maura Healey begins the race with a wide lead in the 

Democratic primary.
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Candidate Support %
Maura Healey 48%
Sonia Chang Diaz 12%
Danielle Allen 3%

Some other candidate 4%

Would not vote 4%

Don't Know / Refused 30%

Healey ahead, many remain undecided at this very early stage
% of Dem primary voters who say they would support each candidate

If the candidates in the Democratic primary for governor were READ AND

ROTATE ORDER, for whom would you vote? 



Candidate favorables and name ID
• Maura Healey is the best-known candidate at this point among 

registered voters statewide. 
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Healey best-known, while newer candidates have room to grow 
% of statewide registered voters who express each view of potential candidates. 

Heard of,         Never
Unfavorable                   Favorable                                              undecided     heard of   
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51%

51%

20%

Chris Doughty

Danielle Allen

Geoff Diehl

Sonia Chang-Díaz

Maura Healey

I'm going to read you the names of several people or groups who are active in public affairs. After I read 
each one, please tell me if you have a generally favorable or generally unfavorable view of the person. If 
you have never heard of the person or if you are undecided, please just say so. 



So is it name ID? 
• Yes, that’s a big part of it. BUT … there is no guarantee lesser-

known candidates will become better-known. Candidates 
with large early leads in name ID hold an advantage. 
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From the archives: March 2014 Statewide Candidate Favorables 
% of voters who express each view of potential candidates, Mar 2014 WBUR poll 

I'm going to read you the names of several people who are active in public affairs. After I read each one please tell 
me if you have a generally favorable or generally unfavorable view of the person. If you have never heard of the 
person or if you are undecided, please just say so. READ FIRST NAME. How about READ NEXT NAME? 



Attorney General contest 
• Andrea Campbell draws much stronger support closer to 

Boston while voters further away remain undecided. 
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Andrea Campbell 31% 47% 33% 17%

Quentin Palfrey 2% 0% 5% 1%

Shanon Liss-Riordan 3% 4% 3% 2%

Some other candidate 2% 1% 2% 3%

Would not vote 7% 2% 8% 11%

Don't Know / Refused 54% 46% 48% 67%

Campbell draws highest overall support, higher close to Boston
% of voters who say they would support each Attorney General candidate

If the candidates in the Democratic primary for Attorney General were READ 
AND ROTATE ORDER, for whom would you vote?



Other statewide matchups 
• Large majorities remain undecided in both Auditor, LG 

races. The Secretary of State race had not started when the 
poll was conducted. 
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Office Candidate Support %

Auditor Chris Dempsey 12%

Diana DiZoglio 13%

Other / Undecided 75%

LG Tami Gouveia 5%

Eric Lesser 5%

Adam Hinds 5%

Kim Driscoll 10%

Other / Undecided 74%

Campaigns for other statewide offices have not draw broad attention
% of voters who say they would support each candidate for LG, Auditor 

If the candidates in the Democratic primary for ____________ were READ AND ROTATE ORDER, for whom would 
you vote?



Baker favorables 
• Charlie Baker has long been one of the most popular 

governors in the country and has been particularly strong 
among Democratic primary voters. 
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All 
voters

Dem primary 
voters

Favorable 60% 67%

Unfavorable 23% 16%

Heard of/Undecided 12% 12%

Never heard of 3% 4%

Refused 1% 2%

Baker remains popular, particularly among Dem primary voters
% of voters who say have a __________ view of Charlie Baker

I'm going to read you the names of several people or groups who are active in public affairs.  After I read 
each one, please tell me if you have a generally favorable or generally unfavorable view of the person.  If 
you have never heard of the person or if you are undecided, please just say so. 



Candidate ideology 
• Governor Baker’s base has long been Democrats. Now, 

more Democratic primary voters want a new governor to 
continue in the same vein. 
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All voters Dem primary voters

More Democratic primary voters want a candidate like Charlie Baker 
% of voters who want the next governor to be __________

Do you think the next governor should be READ AND ROTATE FIRST TWO or 

about the same? 



Baker endorsement? 
• Democratic primary voters say Charlie Baker’s endorsement 

will make a difference in their vote for Governor. 
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Democratic primary voters say Baker’s endorsement would make a difference
% of D primary voters who say Baker’s endorsement would make them ________ to support a candidate

50%

17%
20%

12%

More likely
to support

Less likely
to support

No difference Don’t Know / 
Refused

If Governor Charlie Baker were to endorse a Democratic candidate running for 
statewide office, would that make you more likely to support that candidate or less 
likely to support that candidate?
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