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• The local church has changed  
•Ministry needs and opportunities 

are increasing
•Giving to religion is at an all-time 

low
• Thinking the same way is not an 

option

Where 
we are



•We were born to be loving and 
giving (John 3:16)
•Generosity is a journey grounded 

in gratitude, revealed through 
prayer, and lived in faith
•Generosity is part of our journey 

as Christ followers

What 
Remains 

True



Five Disciplines 
for Growing 
Generosity



What is God calling you to do with the 
resources provided?



To grow 
giving--you 

need to 
respond to 

two 
questions

�Why should I give?

�Why should I give to you?



• Weekly Offering Talks

• Frequent use of 
storytelling in all church 
communication.

• Focus on one life at a time.  

• Share the stories of those 
impacted by your 
ministries and those who 
are transformed because 
they shared their time and 
money.  



• Pastors must have access to 
and use donor giving 
records. 

• Thank more than ask.

• Build personal relationships 
with financial leaders to  
learn their passions, 
motivations and stories of 
generosity. 

• Every gift counts. Every giver 
is important. 



• Multiple ways to give: 
Annual, Special, Capital, 
Legacy 
• Effective portals for giving: 

Website, Text, App
• Be clear about what you 

are asking, what the next 
step is and when you will 
follow up. 
• Personalize communication 

when thanking and asking. 
No “Dear Member.”



• Key giving metrics

• First-time giver 
strategy

• Lapsed giver strategy

• Measure movement of 
parish giving levels



Dear Member,

Thank you for your recent pledge payment of $1000. Support from donors like 
you is critical to our work. 

This has been a particularly challenging financial year and we are running a 
deficit into the summer months. I hope you will consider participating in our 
special summer slump appeal to enable us to continue throughout the 
summer.

Sincerely,

Beverly Reid
Business Administrator

A Thank You Note



Dear Kristine,

I wanted you to know how much St. John’s youth group has meant to me. 
I was fortunate to be able to go on the Nicaragua mission trip. While I was 
there, I realized how God was nudging me to study medicine so I could help 
people in countries where medical help is needed. Because of St. John’s, I 
am now entering into the pre-med program at University of Michigan.

Thank you for your generosity and support of the youth program. You have 
made it possible for me to find God’s purpose for my life.

Sincerely,
Amy Logan

How to Write a Relational Thank You Letter



100	N.	Main	St			†			PO	Box	337	†			Davidson,	NC	28036
June 10, 2020

Dear ??,

I pray that this letter finds you safe and healthy and your loved ones, as well.  In these very difficult times, we are reminded not to take health and love for granted.

Along those lines, it is clear that you do not take the ministries of our community of faith for granted.  This letter is long overdue in thanking you for your financial support of 
Davidson College Presbyterian Church, generally, and especially during this pandemic.  Next week at our Session meeting I will be sharing with the Session that despite what 
some might have feared, DCPC is in a strong financial position.  Through the end of May we are ahead of last year in giving and, since expenses are down, we are also in a 
stronger position in terms of income to expenses.  This is due, in part, to you.  You are one of a group of people who clearly made a decision to show your support for our 
ministries when we needed it most.  From paying off a pledge in full, to donating a stimulus check, to making gifts that weren’t pledged or simply being well ahead of the game 
on paying off a pledge, you and the other people in this group made a difference.  I do not presume to think that this was easy or convenient; I just know it was gracious and I 
am grateful.

While other organizations are doing more with less and wondering whom to lay off and what to cut, we are continuing to ask, “How do we deploy member resources and staff 
time to help people during this pandemic?”  Please do not underestimate the importance of your giving and its timing, especially right now.  Lives have been changed for the 
better because of your faithfulness in sharing the resources God gave you with the church and our ministries.  From upgrading digital connections to making planned grants to 
local non-profits to employing staff who check on isolated members, your giving has empowered vital ministries!

I do pray that I will get to see you in person at some point in 2020!  There is a lot that is up in the air.  In the meantime, please let me know if DCPC can be doing more for you 
or your family.  

Again, thank you.  Stay safe and healthy.

Grace and peace,

Peter J. M. Henry, Pastor







Week 0 – Sermon – The power of prayer

Begin devotional book – A Generous Life daily email

Week 1 – Sermon – Generosity journey is grounded in gratitude, 

revealed through prayer, lived in faith

Offering Talk & Stewardship Story

Week 2 – Sermon – Rector’s giving story

Offering Talk & Stewardship Story

Week 3 – Sermon – Why give to YOUR church?

Offering Talk & Stewardship Story

Week 4 – Sermon – Every gift counts & every giver is important

Receive pledges online and in worship

Week 6/7 – Relational thank you notes to all who pledged or gave

Sample Fall 

Generosity 

Calendar



www.giving365.com

Terry Goolsby
tgoolsby@horizons.net


