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Dead-ends, Derailments, Delays? 
Reflecting on Academic Research Failure 

24 and 25 October, 2022
Radboud University, Nijmegen, Netherlands

Organisers: Johanna Rodehau-Noack (LSE), Neil Renic (IFSH, 
Hamburg), Gustav Meibauer (Radboud University)

Keynote roundtable with Lene Hansen (Copenhagen), Karen Smith (LSE) 
and Ayşe Zarakol (Cambridge)

Workshop description
Academia typically rewards slowly. Research can take years to develop from 
conception to publication, and not all ideas and manuscripts survive this 
process. This workshop is dedicated to all the projects that scholars have 
begun, and then, for whatever reason, abandoned. 

This two-day, hybrid event will connect senior and junior researchers to 
commiserate over the research that never was, re-air long discarded ideas, 
discuss whether and how they can be salvaged, and debate the strategies 
and structural changes needed to help sustain academic research through 
adversity.

The workshop combines traditional formats (roundtables, panels) with 
innovative approaches (e.g., project exchange, small-group work). 

Questions will include:
• What are the most common factors that derail otherwise promising 

work? 
• How can we better and more quickly identify the differences between 

setbacks, to be endured and overcome, and critical failings, that reveal a 
project to be no longer viable?

• What structures and processes help or hinder research in the IR 
community?

• When should a project “fail”?
• How and when can “dead” projects be resurrected/repurposed?

Submission
We invite researchers at all stages of their career (including PhDs) to send 
an abstract (300 words) and short bio (150 words) by 15 June 2022, 
detailing a research topic and its reason for delay or “failure” (i.e. argument 
collapse; empirical findings overcome by events; thematic “homelessness”; 
personal, ethical, institutional, or structural challenges)

Participants are asked to submit a short “think piece” of 1500 words by 12 
October 2022. These papers can explore a specific case of project “failure” 
(what went wrong? what happened next? lessons learned? Etc.) or provide 
a more general reflective piece on the challenges that impact and 
sometimes undermine research.

Submit your application to: derailedresearch@gmail.com

Funding information: Limited funding for travel costs may be available 
to junior researchers. If you would like to be considered for such funding, 
please state so in your application.
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