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Overview: 
In developing a comprehensive back-to-school plan for the 2020-2021 school year, EnCompass Academy (EA) 
has focused on implementing protocols and strategies that prioritize student and staff safety while also allowing 
for a full 5 day seated learning experience.  We know that children learn best when with their peers and can 
have direct support and instruction from their teachers.  However, we must acknowledge and plan for an ever-
changing situation when it comes to the virus and infection rates, which will likely fluctuate over the course of 
the year.  While direct, classroom learning is our goal, should the need arise or a local/state mandate be made to 
have to shut down a classroom or the school, we can switch to virtual online learning with our teachers and staff 
being fully prepared to make as seamless of a transition as possible.  The decision as to when or if to close a 
particular classroom or the school will be based on a number of factors including local infection rates, student 
or staff infection rate, absentee levels, and risk of exposure/transmission should a positive case occur.  As this is 
a fluid situation, please be understanding in our inability to predict future closures, threshold, etc. EA will 
continuously monitor the situation in conjunction with the Springfield-Greene County Health department and 
our own Medical Director as to how to best safely support the education of our students. 
 

Cleaning and Hygiene 

• All staff are trained in the proper cleaning, with approved products, of  “high touch” surfaces such as 
table tops, desks, doorknobs, keyboards, bathroom fixtures, toilets, light switches or other hard, non-
porous surfaces that may be identified.  

• Hand sanitizer will be readily available in all classrooms and distributed around the building. 
• Handwashing or hand sanitizer will be required before entering or exiting each room, returning from 

recess or outside time, as well as before and after meals/snacks and after using the restroom.  
• A professional cleaning service will be cleaning and sanitizing each space at the end of every school 

day. 
• All staff and students will wash or use hand sanitizer at least once per hour.  
• School supplies will be kept individually and not shared if possible.  Should something need to be 

shared, it will be sanitized between each user. 
• Lunch will be held in each classroom with tables being wiped down before and at the conclusion of 

lunch. 
• Students will be taught to clean and maintain their person learning space during the day. 

 

Face Coverings/Masks 

• It is important that each student have access to a clean, well-fitting mask each day. 
• All students and staff with the Pre-K students will be required to wear a mask whenever indoors, not 

eating or drinking (or any other appropriate, temporary activity.)   
• Pre-K students will be encouraged to practice wearing a face covering with the goal of being able to 

wear one as much as possible.  Other students, with a specific need may be exempt on a case-by-case 
basis with proper documentation.  

• Parents will be required to provide a clean mask each day for their student(s) though a disposable mask 
will be available for emergencies. Masks should be washed each day and a clean one sent the following 
day.  If possible, having at least 2 washable masks will allow alternating a clean one each day. 

• Students are strongly encouraged to begin “practicing” wearing their masks prior to the first day of 
school to make the transition into the school day less stressful. 

• Students and staff are not required to wear masks outdoors, for recess, or whenever there is enough 
room for proper distancing. 
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Health  

• Staff and students should stay home from school anytime they experience any of the following 
symptoms: 

o Fever of 100° F or more without the use of medications to lower fever 
o Vomiting 
o Diarrhea 
o Discharge or drainage from the eyes, nose, ears 
o Persistent earache, constant cough or painful sore throat accompanied by swollen glands 
o Students with (or having the potential to transmit) acute infectious disease or parasite. 
o Head lice or nits 

• Staff and students will be screened for symptoms identified by the CDC as potential COVID-19 
symptoms. These include: 

o Fever of 100° F or more without the use of medications to lower fever 
o Cough 
o Sore throat and/or swollen glands 
o Loss of sense of taste or smell 
o Fatigue 
o Congestion/runny nose 
o Nausea/Vomiting 
o Diarrhea 
o Muscle fatigue 
o Headache 

• Staff will be expected to do a daily “symptom check” each day before arriving at school. Staff exhibiting 
a fever, or 2 or more other symptoms should contact the Dean and request a substitute. 

• Parents will be expected to do a “symptom check” of their child each day prior to their arrival at school 
to reduce the likelihood of a student having to be sent to an isolation area due to symptoms. Staff will be 
asking each caregiver at drop-off about symptoms as well as taking temperatures before the start of 
school each day.  

• Students exhibiting a fever or 2 or more other symptoms in the past 24 hours should stay home until 
symptoms resolve without the need for medications.  

• Anyone exhibiting a fever or 2 or more symptoms once they are at school will be taken to a designated 
area where they can remain while parent/caregiver can be picked up.  Please be sure to keep your 
contact information up to date so that you can respond promptly should the need arise. 

• Students who feel healthy by have recently had close contact with a person with COVID-19 should stay 
home and monitor their health until 14 days after their last exposure unless they obtain a negative 
COVID-19 test. 

• If a student is sent home with COVID-19 like symptoms, the student may return to EA when the student 
has: 

o Resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications for at least 24 hours and 
o Improvement of other symptoms without the use of medications to control symptoms and 
o Written documentation of differential diagnosis (allergies, common cold, strep, etc.) from their 

MD/DO/NP including a statement from the provider that they do not recommend COVID-19 
testing. 

• Staff will be closely monitoring students for symptoms. 
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Plan of Action for a confirmed COVID Positive Case 

• Please keep in mind that in the event of a positive exposure, EA must balance the public’s right to know 
with protecting the privacy of our students and staff. 

• EA will follow the direction of the Springfield-Greene County Health Department and notify the public 
based on recommendations and guidelines on who can be notified based on direct contact with others 
and facility exposure. 

• For all COVID-19 exposure notifications, EA will only notify those who are deemed necessary to be 
notified by the health department.  We will not do school-wide notifications for positive or presumptive 
positive cases unless a staff member or child needs to be notified of the potential exposure to that 
positive case.  Exception to this would be in the case of a community or school-wide event where 
contact tracing was not possible.  EA has a legal obligation to not violate HIPAA rules/guidelines and 
will follow those and the guidance of the health department in all such notifications. 

• Infected areas will be sanitized using approved methods.  
• Staff will perform targeted cleaning and disinfection of frequently touched surfaces. 
• EA administration will inspect affected area to determine readiness for re-entry and consult with the 

health department prior to re-entry 
• Students in a particular classroom or possibly the entire school may switch to a schedule that does not 

have students coming every day or to virtual learning based on the situation. 
• All other unaffected areas will remain open. 
• COVID positive staff or students may return when they meet CDC guidelines (as of July 22, 2020): 

o At least 10 days since symptoms first appeared and 
o At least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing medication and 
o Symptoms have resolved or improved 
o Depending on your healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, you might get tested 

to see if you still have COVID-19. If you are tested, you can be around others when you have no 
fever, respiratory symptoms have improved, and you receive two negative rest results in a row at 
least 24 hours apart. 

o If you do not have symptoms, you will need to wait until 10 days have passed since the positive 
test. 

• EA will use a variety of communication methods, as appropriate, to notify parents of possible exposures 
and/or classroom/school closures.  Your ability to receive timely and accurate information depends on 
the accuracy of your contact information.  

Personal Possessions and School Materials 

• Students should limit personal belongings brought to school to just essentials to reduce the risk of cross 
contamination. 

• Backpacks, lunchboxes, water bottles, coats and other winter apparel should be washed or disinfected 
regularly.  

• Should it appear that a classroom or the school will have an impending closure, personal items and 
assigned school devices or other needed materials should be taken home that night.   

• Should a closure happen after students have left for the day, EA administration will contact families 
with how they can collect their student’s belongings and needed school materials. 

• Medications that are typically left at school will be returned as needed. 
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Attendance Policies 

• Encompass Academy’s attendance policies will be adjusted as needed to better reflect the uncertainty of 
this year.  

• Students and staff are encouraged to stay home when sick. 

 

Visitors and Volunteers 

• Nonessential visitors will be limited. 
• Masks are required by all visitors or volunteers. 
• Visitors must contact the office in advance to determine if an onsite visit is necessary. 
• Visitors should check in at the front desk. 
• Screening procedures will be used for those entering the building which will include temperature 

screenings and symptoms check. 
• Handwashing/Hand sanitizer will be available and encouraged. 
• If entrance is determined to be essential, a designated space for meeting with visitor(s) will be 

determined for the school. 
• Surfaces will be cleaned and disinfected before and after the visit. 
• No lunch guests. 
• Items left at home or forgotten in the car can be brought to school after contact is made with the office 

and someone is available to meet you to get the item.   

 

Encompass Academy is doing everything we can to ensure the safety and well being of all students and 
staff.  We will continue to closely monitor ongoing local, state and regional trends regarding the virus and 
make decisions and adjustments as needed. If you have any specific questions or concerns regarding the 
COVID-19 Plan please contact the Dean of Schools, Nacy Ryerson or Executive Director, Wendy Jackson 
who will be happy to assist or further clarify any portion of the plan.  As stated above, this is an ever-
changing situation making longer term planning difficult and no plan fully exhaustive.  EA will update this 
plan as needed throughout the year and keep parents informed of any pertinent changes. Thank you for 
doing your part in keeping our students and staff as safe and healthy as possible. 


