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News Release 
November 29, 2023 
 
Social Capital Partners appoints Matthew Mendelsohn as new CEO 
 
Social Capital Partners (SCP) today announced the appointment of Matthew 
Mendelsohn as its new CEO, effective January 2, 2024. Jon Shell, SCP’s current 
Managing Director will become SCP’s Chair. 
 
Matthew is a Canadian public policy leader. For over 25 years, he has designed and 
implemented public policy solutions that work in practice and has advised governments, 
organizations and elected leaders on ways to improve economic, social and democratic 
outcomes. Matthew is a former deputy minister with the governments of Canada and 
Ontario, and was the founding Director of the Mowat Centre, a public policy think tank at 
the University of Toronto. Most recently he was a Visiting Professor at Toronto 
Metropolitan University and a Senior Advisor at Boston Consulting Group. 
 
“Matthew is the ideal leader for our new chapter as we pursue our next big ideas,” said 
Bill Young, Founder of SCP. “As SCP enters its next phase, we will focus on 
transformational public policy. Our goal is to drive changes that will confront wealth 
inequality, the thickening barriers to intergenerational mobility, and obstacles to asset 
ownership for many Canadians.” 
 
In describing SCP’s next phase, Jon Shell, added: “Good public policy can expand 
opportunities for Canadians to own businesses, homes and assets. Canada can 
continue to deliver on its promise, but we must do more to combat the financialization of 
our economy and create more opportunities for Canadians and communities to build 
wealth.” 
 
“I have long been a big admirer of SCP and its relentless focus on having a positive 
impact on the lives of Canadians through concrete action, focused investments and 
coalition building,” said Matthew. “Rising wealth inequality is corrosive to democratic 
societies and diminishes all of us. The Canadian dream must remain a realistic 
aspiration for more Canadians, and public policy needs to catch up to the structural 
realities of our economy. SCP can help drive this work.” 
 
SCP will sketch out its new research and advocacy agenda in 2024. For more 
information, please contact: info@socialcapitalpartners.ca 
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About Social Capital Partners 
 
Social Capital Partners is a nonprofit founded by philanthropist Bill Young in 2001 to 
focus on designing and implementing new financial tools and public policies that 
broaden economic opportunity.  With projects that range from investing in social 
enterprises to innovative approaches to finding good jobs for people that need them, 
SCP is always looking for our next Big Idea.  
 
SCP takes on ambitious projects that others can’t. The SCP team applies its business, 
investment and finance experience to drive better social and economic outcomes. Most 
recently, SCP has focused on fighting inequality by expanding opportunities for more 
Canadians to own businesses and build wealth. 
 
 
About Matthew Mendelsohn 
 
Matthew Mendelsohn is a Canadian public policy leader and innovator, and an 
influential voice for public policy solutions that improve economic, social and democratic 
inclusion.  
 
Matthew is currently a Visiting Professor at Toronto Metropolitan University. From 2016-
2020 he served as a Deputy Minister in the Privy Council Office. Prior to that role, 
Matthew was the founding Director of the Mowat Centre, a public policy think tank at the 
University of Toronto, as well as the Board Chair for the Council of the Great Lakes 
Region. Matthew has been a Deputy Minister with the Ontario government, tenured 
faculty member at Queen’s University, and a Senior Advisor at Boston Consulting 
Group.  
 
Matthew received a B.A. from McGill University, a Ph.D. from the l’Université de 
Montréal and an ICD.D from the Rotman School of Management. He is an active board 
member and volunteers with many organizations that support community well-being, 
economic development and democratic resilience. He lives in Toronto with his wife, two 
sons, and Schnoodle. 
 

 

 

 


