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THIS IS NOT A DEFINITIVE HISTORY
OF THE WHITE EARTH RESERVATION.

For that, one must look to such books as William Warren's History of
the Ojibway People, Melissa Meyer's The White Earth Tragedy, Michael
McNally's Ojibwe Singers, or Anton Treuer's The Assassination of Hole in
the Day, among others,

Rather these photos are vignettes that offer glimpses of some of the places
as seen through the history of the Ojibwe at White Earth - at one time a
communal reservation that encompassed nearly 1,300 square miles.

EZHI-BIMAADIZING
The nature of life

The seasons of the year are integral to the Ojibwe culure and closely tied to
the seasons, as are the activity cycles practiced for survival; hunting, sugaring,
fishing, gardening, gathering and ricing.



BIBOON
Winter

When the lakes froze over, familial
hunting groups lefttheir village in
search of game areas. They carried
with them very few items; newly
woven mats made from bulrushes
and reeds by the women, a kettle
some rice and dried berries. To set
up winter camp the men shoveled
snow away and the women emrected
the wigwams in a circle, In the center
food was cooked communally over
an open fire, Each wigwam also had
a central fire whare meat was laid on
large macks to dry. Customarily, each
family hosted a feast to celebrate

the first game killed. While the men
hunted the woemen tanned hides and
prepared furs that sened for bedding
or clothing and sometimes for trade
During the coldest months, when

the men were often away hunting

for weeks at a time, the women
made fishnets from nettle-stalk fiber
The winter role of the elders was to
tell stories about Nanabozheo, the
trickster, and give instruction on
Djibwe values

The White Eash Tragedy. Melkssa Meyar. 1994

ZIIGWAN
Spring

With the coming of spring, the
groups returned tothe main villages
and prepared to journey to the sugar
bush. Sugaring leaders, usually
women, had the right of usage toa
certain stand of maple trees to which
they returned annually. Supplies

and tools needed for the process
were stored in a small lodge nearby

Women vigilantly kept the sap kettles
boiling day and night until the thick
syrup became granulated. They
stored the sugar in birch bark cones
and the super mandible of duck bills
Ziinzibaakwad, maple sugar, served
as an all-purpose seasoning and as

a confection. While the women took
primary responsibility for making

maple sugar some men spent time
fishing with seines, hooks, traps
and spears. Fish was an especially
imponamn food resource during
the spring.

Tha White Eseh Tragedy. Melkss Meyes 1994



NIIBIN

Summer

On the completion of the sugaring
process, familes returned to their
villages 1o plant gardens. The summer
bark wigwams were located along the
lakeshore surrounded by a garden
Men broke new ground each spring
to enlange the garden. The women
primarily culivated com, squash

and pumpkns. When the gardeners
completed their tasks, Mide

priests and priestesses gathered

and reguested a blessing for the
ganden from the manidoao, or spirit
Bath spring and summier signaled
aseres of gathernng activities. In

the spring roots were gathered. In
the summer women and children

gathered bluebemies, chokechernies,

goosebemes, cranbemes and
raspbemies They dhied and ground
miost bernies for storage, “boiling
down” raspbernes and spreading
them to dry on pieces of birch bark
They also gathered basswood and
biarch bark and herbal specialists
selected madicinal plants

The Whie Earth Tagedy, Malma Mayer, 1994

DAGWAAGIN

Autumn

At the close of summer, thoughts
turned to haresting manoomin,
willd rice. Ricing leaders allocated
a section of the nice field 1o each
household to harvest. Women
wisited the noe helds at the end of
summer to demarcate their area
by tying some rice in sheawves and
staking bound anes to show that

they intended to hanvest ther area
that year. Once ripened the nice was
gathered by women in cances poled
by men. They untied the sheaves
shook loose the grains and used
poles 1o gently knock the rice into
the canoe. The rice was then spread
out evenly on binch bark to dry
parched in kettles and pounded to
remove the husks Winnowing of the

rice was done by men weanng clean
mioccasins “jigging” or treading on
the rice. Finally the rice was tossed on
binch bark trays so that the wind could
carry away the chalf. Respectfully only
a portion of the yield was kept. Some
kemel: were encased n mud and
tossed back nto the water to ensure
next years crop.

The Whie Eash Fageds, Mals o Meyer, 1994



GAA-ZHAAGAWIGAMI-ZAAGA'IGAN
Bad Medicine Lake

A shont ways north of Porsford lies
alake, today commonly known as
Bad Medicme Lake. The Indians
have always called the lake Gaa-
zhaagawigami-zaagaigan, Lake-
of-the-Valley, or Lake-lying-m-a-
micuntain -de pression. The lake
contains especially fouwr well known
speciesof fah, e pickeral (mone
properdy styed pike), suckers, heming
and a smallspeces of sunhish.This
i the only lake in the vicinity that
contains heming. Fomerly school
after schoal of them were seen

The lake has neither nlet nor outlet,

its water supply being replenished
from the surmounding slopes. The
lake s very deep. lts water s clear
and of a greenish hue. hs fuh ane
fat and of good taste. The Indiarns,
howeves, formerly refused to eat
fish taken from this lake, calling
them pagwadjigigulag or wild fish
The Indians were possessed with
the idea that all fah here originated
from snakes and did not sphing from
the ordmary speces of feh. ltwas

a principle amongst the Indians
here never to eat fish taken from a
lake without an miet or cutlet. Such
fish were descendants of reptiles

There was a belief among them
that dunng the spawning season
snakes were seen to mingle with
fish of a lake contaning on outlet
or inlet

Itis said that the suckers of this
lake have indeed alarge head
but a rather long and slender
body. The pickeral and herning
are naturally long and slender.
Some even daim feh of this lake
in spawning season have asnake
smell and to eat thereof

15 nauseating

This lake due to the lay of the land
has a great tendency to nse and
fall depending on the amount

of precipitation in a season. The
Indians were also once wvery leary
about embarking of this lake with
canoes for fear of meeting some
hoarrble monster. Especially it
bean reponed amongst them
that huge pickerel, fiftean 1o thiny
feet long and as lange asa big log
were seen from time to time within
its waterns

Many Indians even today will not
eat the fizh of this lake whilst the
white populations daims they
are the best feh ever tasted. To
convince oneself | suppose one
had better go afishing and try
itout”

The Ponsordan 193, by Bewrand Barnio
Watrn 058

GIIlYOSEWININI

The Hunter

“Some sk or seven miles northeast
of Ponsford & a small lake known

as Basswood Lake. From time
immemorial, the Indians have called
it Basswood lsland Lake because it
contains an sland on which grew
many basswood trees. Inearly days
this island was a favorite resort of the
Indian on their hunting expeditions
And snce guite a legend has become
attached to ths spot

Minakwadaons [Little Fasr Clowd) the
grandfather of our present John and
Mike B asswood, about 1850 settled
on this sland and was probably the

oldest permanent Indian settler n
these parts, armving from Leech Lake
many years previous to the coming
of the Dtter Tad Pillagers. In constant
fear of the Sioux and not noted for

bravery, lonely and secluded he
abode on this sland. Here he kept

a small garden, and around about
him was plenty of game and fur

His expert trapping and hunting
procured him an ample supplied
larder and a well-flled bag of money.
Dften he went 1o Crow Wing and
elewhere to sell a huge pack of
wvaluable furs and in retum took home
money and necessany provisions. He
tramped through the woods to the
trading post with the mmense pack
of furs on his back but rode home n
somewhat royal state by hiing an ox

team and ca to convey himsel
and his purchases

There is a tale that he kepthis
gold in a copper ketthe hid upon
the island and that probably a
kettle full of gold still lies buried
somewhere on thie sland. Since
hie death about sisty years ago
some have even hunted for this
supposed treasure but naturally
LR 1]

Minakwadons lved to be about
sity-seven yean old and ded
about 1870 He was bured on

this island. His only sunvivng

son, Jawanakamig (South Land)
likewse abode on this island . His
children became known as the
Basswood lsland boys and later
simply as B asswood of whom John
and Mike Basswood still sunvive ”

The Porefordian, 1930, by Revemnd Bannao
Warn O S8



GAA-DAZHIIKODAADING

The Battle Site

The contested hunting area between
the Dakota and the Ojibwe followed a
line from northeeest Minnesota south
and east. This was the line betwesn
the forest and the shom-grass prairie
s free-flowing streams and forest
edge areas wene ideal habitats for
beaver, muskrat, and deer

Since itsupponed both subsistence
game and furmred game for rade
hunters of each Matwon were attracted
to this area and entered only at great
nisk Spomdic warfare between
the two group s regulated exploit ation
of the trans tion 2one by discouraging

permanent habitation and creating a
son of game presene

Before Minnesota became a state, it
was said that the Pine Point area was
the camp headguarbers for the Opibwe
in ther warfare aganst the Dakota
people for land and resouces

At the north end of Flat Lake on

the Tamarac Game Refuge the last
battle between these two peoples
took place over the ndh beds of
wild rice. The allen Dakotawamiorns
were bursed n a mound some 200
yards north of the battle site and the

O jpbwwe carned their wounded and
dead back 1o the Pine Pointarea
From there the dead were taken badk
to their respective homes

The White Exch Togedy: Mals o Moy, 1994
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White Earth
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for Indians. The drive was
particularly strong between the
1880s and 1930s. Their aim was
detribalization, individualization
and Amaricanization of the

ane would be arcund, The drum
was not propedy cared for and
not feasted. The drum was given
to an elder in Naytahwaush for
caremonial purposes. The people

GAA-DAZHISHINIKAAG
The Cemetery

In 1872, the United States built a
government agency at White Earth
village. The village soon became a
kind of boomtown, where annuities
werae distributed and exchanged for
supplies with the Metis merchant
families. A thriving timber industry,
noeunshed by the reservation’s eastem
pine lands, brought further cash to
the town's saloons and stares. White
Earth village was also the seat of
mission influence. Episcopalians
rebuilt Gull Lake's 5t. Columba
mission on a hillside near the agency.
And atthe far south edge of town,

whao knew the cormect history are
now allgone”

With Henry Benjamin Whipple's
(the first Episcopal Bishop

of Minnesota) approval, the
Episcopalians expanded the
mission in Minnesota by training
and supervising & group of Ojibwe
clergy. Notable among them was
Jahn Jehnson Enmegabowh and
Edward Kay-O-Sed who compiled
the 1910 edition of the Ojibwe
Hymnal, which remains in use 1o
this day. Both are buried at

5t Columba.

Ojibwe Srgers, Michsal O kchialy, 2000

rpakans ammred allons

Benedictines built a mission
and school.

In 1921 tribal ceremonies ware
outlawed. Emma King, White

Earth Tribal & Community College,
explained, “The story | heard was that
an elder from Pine Paint g ave the
drum to an elder from 5t Columba,
The drum was being secretly keptin
the church for a shorttime. Elders
from White Earth would hear the
drum drumming when they were
claaning the graveyard . When they
would check out the situation, no

WAABAN

Sun Rise {also means East)

The Catholic Diocese based out of
Crookston, Minnesota has six churches
on the White Earth Reservation - 5t.
Ann, Waubun; 5t Anne, Naytahwaush;
5t. Frances Cabrini, Big Elbow Lake;
Maost Haly Redeemer, Ogema; and 5t
Theadore, Ponsfard.

According to Dr. Denise K.
Lajimardiers, “Minnesota had
siteen boarding schoolsthat drew
students from all eleven of the
state’s reservations. The earliest was
White Eanh Indian Schoal, bagun in
1871. It had reem far 110 students.

Also called industrial schools, these
ingtitutions prepared boys for manual
labor and farming and girks for
domestic work. The boarding school,
whather on or off a reservation
camied out the govemmaent's mission
1o estructune Indians” minds and
personalities by severing children’s
physical, cultural, and s pintual
cannection to their tribes.”

Sister Carol Berg, OSB noted, “The
federal government, aided by church
sponsored missionanes, marched
staadily toward its goal of assimilation

Armaerican Indian.

et 3, 1891 . Cang
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DIBENDAGOZIWIN
Belonging

In 1905 mostof the 750,000 acres

of White Earth Reservation in
nafthwesterm Minnesota belanged to
members of the Minnesota Chippewa
Triba, aither as individual allotments
of as property held in trust for the
tribe by the federal government. Over
the next five years, in what historian
William W. Felwell calls the “Tragady
of White Eath® moast of that land was
lost to non-Indians

Avariety of Euro-Amerncan
inmerests were responsible for this
whaolesale transfer of propety:
timber companies wanting 1o log

the reservation’s pinelands, farmers
desiring &share of the rich Red River
Valley soil, s peculators understanding
the propeny's real value, and banks
wishing to expand their business.

For those mxed-bloods who
managed to retain their allotments
despite all odds, tax forfeiture
proceadings loomed as a threat.
Policy-makers had interpreted the
1906 Clapp Rider to mean that
‘White Earth mixed-bloods had been
declared US. atizens and were liable
to suppont public service. Mahnamen
and Becker county officials levied

high taxes and increasingly sezed
remaining alloted |ands in tax
forfeiture proceedings, which
came to be the primany methed of
abtaining allotted lands

Repors of rampant fraud
brought the formation of

the Graham Commission to
imvestigate this situation. Chear
cut evidence collected by the
Graham Commission prompted
fve individuals te confess. The
Commission forwarded 1,529
cases of illegally sold trust
allotments to the Department of
Justice, and civil charges we e
filed against the Nichols-C hisalm
logging company. Judicial
manauvenng delayed final
resolution of the claims cases
until the statute of limitaticns
had expired, baming criminal
prosscution from being made.
The Wivte Earth Fagedy, Wala a Mayar,
1994
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A Personal Story

At that time, | was working on
construction epaifing a guy's
home. One day | happenedto be

at my parent’s house andthe sheridf
stopped in and wantedto collect
taxes on my grandmother's property
My grandmaother had long been
passed away but since their property
had never been through probate
court in Bagley it had never got
settled. What had happened was at
the time my father was sup posed

1o divide up the propey amongst
the family members. Well, that never
really happened

Solwent to the courthouse to find
out what was going on. We went
through the records 1o see why this
tribal land was being taxed. When it
wat first registered, there was a bill of
sale to Bogadeen logging com pany,
with an X from my grandmothers first
husband. i showed that they sold 160
acresto Bogadeen logging company.
The nesttime it was registered, it was
for B0 acres in my grandmother's
nama, Louise Fox.

| asked my father about this and

he said that he emembers when
the Bogadeen logging com pany
approached his mother and asked
about permission te log behind the
house and they said they'd push in
a road if they'd sign a paper giving
them permission. 5o they signed
that paper was actually a bill of sale.

When my father and mother were
getting married(Richard and
Lorraine) they wanted to get a loan
and all they had to dowas come up
with 2 ¥ acres of land to qualify for
the loan. 5o their plan was to go to
the courthouse and get 2 '%5 acres
from my grandparent’s land. When
they went there they found out that
they no longer owned the property
So they went to court. My father hired
a lawyer to help my grandmother,
They went to court and because my
grandmaothers first husband and
Bogadeen logging company didn't
show up they both lost by default
Since she was the only one that
showed up she won her BO acres,

but the state kept B0 acres because
of back taxes - tax forfeiture. The
logging company just walked away.

The next day | went back to work
and was speaking with this older
gentleman that | waswaorking for,

| tald him the stary that | just teld
you and he said, ‘| used towork for
Bogadeen Logging Company and

| was one of the guys that spoke
Ojibwe and went up to people and
askad for parmission to putin a road
in exchange for logging rights. There
was No money, just a road, After the
papers were signed | was run off the
propery. | never understood that”

After | tald him the stary. he sat down,
he just about collapsed and newver
said anything after that”

Bardeie with Wayna
2012




side of Elbow Lake, where in the
spring the logs werne boomed
in preparation for the summers
drive down the Ottertail to the
mill at Frazee. A series of dams
ware built to sccommodate the
movement of thousands of logs.

By 1920 significant logging

on 'White Earth and in most of
Minnesota was done. The last
lumibar mill in Minneapolis closed
in 1919, Smaller mills remained
in narthem cities and town, but
the great timber companies wene
focusing their energies on the
Pacific Morthwest

The

wale-Chigha !
alzamen, 1973

Campany,
Tem

Ransam Powel and the Fagedyof Whie
Earth, Kan Pasarsan, 2012

MEGWAYAAK

The Woods

*Old Head quarters” is the name All of the cutting was done by hand:

given to the base of operations of the  asemen notched the trees, sawyers

Nichals-Chisholm Lumber Comparny cut therm down, swampers trimmed

It was located near what is now called  the branches off, and another team

Lang Lost Lake and functioned as of sawyers cut them ino the proper

the hesdguarters for the company’s lengths. Once cut, they were hauled 3

logging operations in the area. h to a ramp usually located on a side y T-J I
amountad to quite a litthe settlemant hill whe e they were loaded ante " i . Wi | il Y

aut in the woods, employing about babsleds to be hauled to a landing 11 | AN A AT f; 1[’.“ |

250 men through the winter when the o tha railread which ran threugh
timber was being cut, although many  the logging areaindependent of the
man were amployed there threughout  existing commarncial lines

the year, tending the fields, cutting the

hay, laying out railrosd grades and a The destination was the

hast of other jobs Commaoanwealth Landing on the north
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Round Lake
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Tamarac
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MAKOONS
Little Bear
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WAYNE GUDMUNDSON

Photo grapher Wayne Gudmundson,
professor ameritus from Minnesots
State Univermsity Moorhead, has his
warkin 10 books, savaral public
television docurmenta nes, numernsus
wihibits, and is part of many
parmanant collections including
tha Museum of Madem Artin New
Yok, the San Francisce Musaum of
Medam Art, the Canadian Cantre
ferArchitactura in Mo ritraal, the

Ry kjmwvik Musaum of Photography
in lealand, andthe Contar for
Craative Photography in Tucsen.
Gudmundson is mpresented by

tha Joseph Ballows Gallary in

La Jalls, Califernia.

Thase photographs ware made with
o x5 view camars that, like the
photegraphar, is sneaking up on 70
yoars of age. The technical processes
omployed hare camae into popular
use around 1HED, not long after the
astablishrment of the White Earth
Reservaticn in 1RB&7.
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Several years ago a neighbeor and
friend, Tirm Helkamm, recomme nded
| leok inte the work of Joseph
Gilfillan, an early Episcopal missicnnry
who recorded mom than 940 Ojibwe
place namas in Minnesota, My initial
idan was to make photogmphs at
these sites and use Gilfillans werk te
accompany my photographs, The
project stalled for many reasons.

Latar quite by chance | heard an
amazing interdew on the radicwith
D, Anten Treuer talking aboit Ojibwe
place namaes. He agreed to talk with
ma about the Ojibwe aparience

on Whita Earth. Treuar pointed me

towards peoplae | should talkwith and
books | should mad. His help was
invaluable in shaping this project.

Furthar, ha provided Oji bwe
translations for the phote tithes and
efferad the axhibition's title,

In addition, the following folks have
halpad mae aleng the way: Joa Allen,
Karen Brandan, Bacca Dallingar,
Bruce Engebretscn, Andy Favorite,

Al Fox, Richard Fex, Tim Halzkamm,
Jow LaGarde, Bud Parker, Bill Paulson,
Bob Shimek, and Mike Swan,

Tha Arts Partnership in Fargo
swarded mae & grant te helpwith the
cost of printing this ehibit, Cody
Jacobson designed this catalogua.

And of course, witheutthe ongoing
help of my wife, Jane, | couldn’t have
completed this and so mamy

othar things.

To all those fine folks, | offer rmy
sincere thanks,

£ Wayne Gudmundson, 2018
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