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An Open Letter from Former Republican Elected Officials on Accepting the 
Results of Elections

November 3, 2022

It seems like every two years candidates and the media say the next election is the most important 
election ever. At the same time, of course, they ask you to vote for a particular candidate and say 
that’s the only way to preserve our way of life. 

While we all individually care deeply about candidates, ideology, and who wins, we do believe the 
upcoming midterm elections and the 2024 presidential election are indeed the most significant 
elections in the modern history of our nation. And the stakes are high. Not necessarily because of 
party or ideology, but because our very democracy itself is on the ballot.  

Specifically, there is a new crop of candidates for public office stating publicly that they will not 
support the winner of the election even after the votes are counted and any recounts or legal 
disputes are resolved.

At the same time, some campaigns and their supporters are intimidating, harassing, threatening, 
and even inciting violence against their opponents, election workers, and even voters. That’s 
unacceptable. No one should interfere with another person’s ability to exercise their right to vote. 
Every election worker should be safe and secure. And every candidate should accept the legitimate, 
certified results of their election.

If we do not trust election results and honor the citizens who carry out our free and fair elections, the 
fundamental principles of our republic are at greater risk now more than ever. 

As Republicans, we must put our country first and encourage a robust turnout where all eligible 
voters are encouraged to vote, whether they choose to vote early or on Election Day. And we must 
recognize the winners under the traditions and norms of our democracy.

In fact, if “American exceptionalism” can be defined by any one single trait, it’s that after we hold 
our free and open elections every two years, we come together and accept the results and allow the 
winners to govern.

This extraordinary characteristic has separated us for nearly 250 years from the authoritarian and 
repressive regimes that do not allow the freedoms we hold so dear. 

Any election denier who declares they will not support the outcome even before the election is 
held or contested is not honoring the time-honored traditions and essential requirements of our 
democratic republic. These “bad actors” should be called out and not be given support from either 
political party. 

It has been said that “freedom is not free.” We know this to be true. Some give the ultimate sacrifice, 
and many give their courageous service in the uniform of our armed services.

The least we can do as citizens is to honor the very essence of democracy and accept the election 
results after our fellow citizens and election workers do their very best to conduct free and fair 



elections. Once the votes are counted and a winner is declared, all patriotic and freedom-loving 
people must accept the results and move forward together under our Constitution and the rule of 
law.

Sincerely,

Congressman J. Gresham Barrett (R-SC)
Congressman Douglas Bereuter (R-NE)
Congressman Charles Boustany (R-LA)
Congressman Rod Chandler (R-WA)
Director of National Intelligence Daniel Coats (R-IN)
Congresswoman Barbara Comstock (R-VA)
Congressman Carlos Curbelo (R-FL)
Kentucky Secretary of State Trey Grayson (R-KY)
Congressman Jim Greenwood (R-PA)
Congressman Steve Gunderson (R-WI)
Congressman Bob Inglis (R-SC)
Congressman Jim Kolbe (R-AZ)
Secretary Ray LaHood (R-IL)

Congressman Rick Lazio (R-NY)
Congresswoman Susan Molinari (R-NY)
Ambassador Connie Morella (R-MD)
Congressman Tom Osborne (R-NE)
Congressman Reid Ribble (R-WI)
Secretary Ed Schafer (R-ND)
Congresswoman Claudine Schneider (R-RI)
Congressman Joe Schwarz (R-MI)
Congressman Chris Shays (R-CT)
Congressman Peter Smith (R-VT)
Congressman Jim Walsh (R-NY)
Congressman Zach Wamp (R-TN)
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